Statement

from Prof. Dr. Miglena Nikolchina, Sofia University "St. KL. Ohridski*

on the competition for the academic position "professor" in 2.1. Philology (Theory of
Literature), announced in the SG. 88 from 18.10.2024 with a single candidate. Dr. Darin
Voinov Tenev.

After examining the materials presented by the candidate and on the basis of my long-term
observations on the development of Assoc. Professor Dr. Darin Voinov Tenev | express the
following considerations in support of his candidacy:

The years after 2014 when Darin Tenev was promoted as Associate Professor were a period
of extremely intensive work. Darin Tenev has been teaching at the Sofia and Plovdiv
universities and had multiple invitations from universities abroad. The scope and quality of
his teaching experience are demonstrated by the number of the courses with a wide
theoretical spectrum, as well as by the amount of supervisions of MA and doctoral
students, which speak of Tenev's popularity among students. Against the backdrop of this
dedicated teaching activity, the scale of Tenev's research achievements is striking. He
presented for the competition two monographs and dozens of publications in Bulgarian
and other languages in the academic and cultural press. Last but not least, he invested a
lot of energy is in the huge number of participations in conferences and seminars, both in
Bulgaria and abroad, and especially in Japan where Tenev is part of philosophical and
theoretical circles, with his work appearing in a series of publications in Japanese. If we
add here his participation in various committees, editorial boards, research projects,
compilations, translations (of difficult authors like Lacan), etc., we may get to some extent
an idea of the amount of work done by Tenev in these ten years.

Against the backdrop of the previous period of Tenev's scientific development, what | would
like to emphasize here is the broadening, carried out in depth, of his research interests.
This broadening takes place in several directions. One of them is continental philosophy,
as evidenced by the monograph Three Lectures on Heidegger. Behind this unassuming title
there lies a much more ambitious project, articulated in the subtitle Modality and
Indexicality in “Being and Time”. The book is as much an exegesis of Heidegger and —in the
course of this exegesis — of Heidegger’s reception in Bulgaria as it is an articulation through
Heidegger of certain leading preoccupations of Tenev's work. Another direction, whose
importance for Tenev's work in recent years can hardly be exaggerated, is related to



linguistics and especially to the ideas of Hristo Todorov and Krasimir Mantchev. As Tenev
himself has repeatedly pointed out, thanks to these ideas he acquired a new framework for
his theoretical priorities, in particular for the study of modalities and multimodal systems
of relations. "It is this framework," he argues, "that guides the discussion of modalities and
their relations to indexalities in Three lectures on Heidegger. (p. 33)

This framework can be seen as the bridge to the other monograph Tenev presented for the
competition - The Labyrinth of Modalities. This framework is, therefore, integral to the
central place occupied by the problems of modeling, modality and indexicality in Tenev's
theoretical thinking in its movement between elaborating the conceptual apparatus and
applying it in the concrete work with literature. With a view to the broadening of Tenev’s
research preoccupations, | should mention also the inclusion of perspectives from
analytical philosophy in Tenev's methodology. Furthermore, in the second monograph
Tenev provides a detailed articulation of the ideogenetic theory of Hristo Todorov and of the
connection between Heidegger (on whom he focused with Three Lectures on Heidegger)
and Derrida (who has been a research focus for Tenev ever since his earliest work and is
the subject of the brilliant 2013 book Deviations. Essays on Jacques Derrida). Besides, The
Labyrinth of Modalities brings to the fore the philosophical dialogue of Darin Tenev with
Boyan Manchev and Dimitar Vatsov whose productive theoretical exchange is a significant
component of contemporary theoretical thinking in Bulgaria. The monograph unfolds its
theses, moving from the general and the abstract to concrete literary analysis. The latter
has always been as strong a feature of Tenev's work as his capacity to move on the highest
levels of conceptualization. An example of a virtuoso analysis that fully unfolds the
conceptual apparatus of the monograph is the chapter on Elin Pelin’s short story "Baked
Pumpkin": the brilliance, ingenuity, surprising twists in this analysis vividly illustrate the
heuristic possibilities of Tenev's theory.

Of the dozens of publications in scientific periodicals, | will mention two that appeared in
English last year: one on Derrida (“Derrida and the Potential of Literature: Notes on
Derrida's 'The Law of Genre’"), the second on Kristeva (“Figures of Negativity in Julia
Kristeva from “Poetry and Negativity” to Black Sun”). Insightful, innovative and beautifully
written, these essays are among the most recent examples of Tenev’s continuous search
for new research horizons.

From what has been said so far, it should be clear how much more could be said. The
productivity and high merits of Tenev's innovative work arouse admiration and even amaze,
considering the ten-year period of their implementation. | will add finally the impeccable
ethics of Tenev as a colleague. | strongly and wholeheartedly recommend Dr. Dr. Darin



Voinov Tenev to be elected to the academic position "professor" under 2.1. Philology
(theory of Literature), announced in the SG. 88 from 18.10.2024.
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