Opinion
by Prof. Dr. Ivo Grabchev

Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski", Faculty of Medicine,
member of the scientific jury in a competition for the academic position of
"professor" in the professional field 4.2. Chemical Sciences (Analytical
Chemistry), announced in the State Journal No. 67 of 09.08.2024.

This opinion was prepared based on the Order of the Rector of Sofia University
"St. Kliment Ohridski" No. RD 38-571 of 11.09.2024 and the decision of the
scientific jury meeting of 17.10.2024. The Opinion complies with the
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act (DASRBA), the
Rules for the Application of the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic
of Bulgaria Act, the Rules of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" and with
the Rules set at the Faculty of Chemistry and Pharmacy, for applying the act
aforementioned.

Candidate Presentation

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Julian Zagranyarski graduated from Sofia University "St.
Kliment Ohridski" with a master's degree in 2001 in the specialty "Organic
Chemistry". During 2004-2007 he was a doctoral student in the Department of
Organic Chemistry of the Faculty of Chemistry and Pharmacy at Sofia University
"St. Kliment Ohridski". In 2008 he defended a dissertation for the educational
and scientific degree "Doctor”, with the code Organic Chemistry (01.05.03).
Assoc. Prof. Zagranyarski's career development is connected with Sofia
University "St. Kliment Ohridski”, Faculty of Chemistry and Pharmacy,
Department of Organic Chemistry and Pharmacognosy. In 2002, he was
appointed assistant professor; in 2005, he was a senior assistant professor; in
2008, he was a chief assistant professor; and in 2017, He habilitated as an
associate professor in Organic Chemistry.

Research activity and scientometric data

Assoc. Prof. Zagranyarski's main scientific interests are organic synthesis of new
compounds and molecular spectroscopy.

He is the author and co-author of 40 scientific publications, and his h-index
without self-citations is 11. In the competition for "professor” Assoc. Prof.



Zagranyarski participates as a co-author with 20 scientific papers in journals with
a high impact factor. These are distributed by quartiles: in Q1 — 14; in Q2 — 5;
and one article in a non-refereed journal. It should be noted that the articles with
which he participates in the competition have been published over the past seven
years in leading journals in organic synthesis and organic chemistry, such as J.
Am. Chem. Soc, J. Mater. Chem. B, Angew. Chem, J. Org. Chem, Org. Lett,
Dyes and Pigments, Chem. Eur. J, Dalton Trans, etc. He is also a co-author of 6
international patents, two recognized in 2022 and 2023. This shows that original
scientific results from the research of Assoc. Prof. Zagranyarski have an
indisputable fundamental and applied nature, which lead to the enrichment of
knowledge in the organic synthesis and characterization of new compounds. The
fact that they have been cited over 120 times in reputable scientific journals
speaks to the relevance and significance of his research.

According to the DASRBA requirements and the regulations for the acquisition
of scientific degrees and academic positions in the Faculty of Chemistry of the
Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski," the minimum required total number of
points from the indicators in groups A-Z is 760 points from candidates for the
academic position of "professor.” In the current competition, Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Julian Zagranyarski participated with 1173 points, significantly exceeding this
condition.

In 2008 Assoc. Prof. Zagranyarski defended his dissertation and was awarded the
educational and scientific degree "Doctor", which shows that the requirement for
the mandatory indicator of 50 points from group A has been met. For the
indicators in group B, he presented a habilitation paper on the topic "Synthesis
and application of new classes of naphthalene and perylene dyes and pigments"
where the synthesis, structural characterization of new perylene and 1,8-
naphthalimide derivatives, using new synthesis methods is described. The
habilitation paper is based on five publications, which carry 125 points. For
indicator D, 15 scientific papers are given, indexed in world-famous databases
with scientific information (Web of Science and Scopus), and those described in
the habilitation paper. Similar to the publications from group B and in this group,
the research was published in journals with a high impact factor and quadrilles,
with which he collected 335 points, which significantly exceeds the required for
this indicator of 220 points.

From the presented reference for citations on Scopus and Web of Science,
it can be seen that in the competition, Assoc. Prof. Zagranyarski presented a list
of 121 citations, which equals 242 points under indicator E, with a required 120
points. After his habilitation in 2017, Assoc. Prof. Zagranyarski participated in 5
research projects with the National Science Foundation and was a leader of 3
projects funded by the Science Foundation of the University of Sofia, totaling



455,000 BGN. The total points presented under indicator E are 211 points, with
a required 150 points. According to the specific requirements of the Faculty of
Chemistry and Pharmacy under indicator G, his points are 210 points, with a
mandatory 120 points. As can be seen from all indicators regarding fulfilling the
minimum national requirements under Art. 2b of the Law on Scientific Research
and Development of the Republic of Bulgaria with which Assoc. Zagranyarski
participated in the competition, significantly exceeding the minimum
requirements of the Faculty of Chemistry and Pharmacy.

Teaching and learning activities

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Julian Zagranyarski lectures and conducts practical exercises in
the mandatory subjects "Basic Principles of Organic Synthesis" and "Modern
Methods of Organic Synthesis" for students majoring in "Chemistry" at the
Faculty of Chemistry and Pharmacy of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski".
He also teaches a course in "Organic Chemistry - Part One and Two" for students
majoring in "Molecular Biology" and "Chemistry" for students majoring in
"Biology and English” and "Biology and Geography" at the Faculty of Biology
of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski". Assoc. Prof. Zagranyarski is the
supervisor of two doctoral students, one of whom is about to defend his thesis.
He has supervised eleven students who defended theses from the Faculty of
Chemistry and Pharmacy.

Opinions, recommendations, and notes

I have no objections to the design of the submitted materials for the competition.
They are prepared correctly, clearly distinguish the candidate's scientific
contributions, and fully meet the requirements of the law and the regulations of
Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski." My personal impressions of Assoc. Prof.
Dr. Julian Zagranyarski is excellent. He is always positive, responsive, and ready
to assist his colleagues.

Conclusion

The scientific papers submitted for participation in the competition show that the
scientometric indicators of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Julian Zagranyarski exceeds the
requirements for holding the academic position of "professor”, according to the
Law on the State Administration of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations
for its implementation, the Regulations on the conditions and procedure for
acquiring scientific degrees and holding academic positions at Sofia University
"St. Kliment Ohridski™ and the Regulations for acquiring scientific degrees and



holding academic positions at the Faculty of Chemistry and Physics. The analysis
of the materials submitted for participation in the competition gives me an entire
reason to express my positive assessment of the work of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Julian
Zagranyarski and recommend to the scientific jury that he support his selection
for the academic position of "professor" in the professional field 4.2. Chemical
Sciences (Organic Chemistry) for the Department of "Organic Chemistry and
Pharmacognosy" needs.

Date: 12.12.2024

Member of the Scientific Jury: ..........................L.
Prof. Dr. lvo Grabchev



