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By the order of the Rector of the Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" no. RD 38-
423 dated 15.07.2024, I have been appointed as member of the Scientific Jury and author of a
short review on the open procedure for filling the academic position of Associate Professor in
the Department of Cyrillomethodian Studies with the only candidate Chief Assistant PhD
Gergana Rumenova Ganeva. The applicant meets the minimal national requirements in this
area and has submitted all the necessary documentary evidence. The prerequisite for
participation in the competition is her doctoral degree obtained in 2012 with a dissertation on
the topic "Verb Suffixation in the History of the Bulgarian Language with Regard to the
Construction of the Aspect Opposition" and a scientific supervisor Prof. DSc. Anna-Maria
Totomanova. Dr. Gergana Ganeva has been a senior assistant professor at the Department of
Cyrillomethodian Studies since 2013, i.e. for more than ten years. I would especially like to
mention that I have been aware of her research activities since the time when she worked at the
Institute for Bulgarian Language (2011-2013), as well as of the topic of her PhD thesis. A
distinctive feature of her scientific profile is her involvement in a number of research projects
as a researcher and manager, which enriches the overall candidature in this competition. I would
like to focus on what I consider the three most important aspects of assessing the candidate:

scientific production, projects and teaching activities.

For the first criterion, the candidate submitted 14 publications, including two
monographs, and a list of 41 citations. After having defended her dissertation on the Bulgarian

verb Ch. ass. Ganeva has remained faithful to her interest in the verb system of the Bulgarian



language and its diachronic changes. This is evident from the published habilitation thesis
Modal notions of possibility and probability in the history of Bulgarian language, University
Press “St. Kliment Ohridski”, Sofia, 2023, 206 pages, which according to the presented
publications is also approbated by two articles: Denoting a counterfactual condition (based on
material from the Book of Gregory Tsamblak) from 2021 and Meanings and Uses of the Verbs
mowu and ev3mowu (14th — early 15th centuries) from 2022. 1 would like to highlight some of
the author’s contributions, although I can hardly address all the issues it raised. Studies of this
kind are still very rare when it comes to medieval texts, and it is no coincidence that the author
makes a continuous link between synchronic and diachronic research. She demonstrates an
appropriate blend of traditional descriptive and modern approaches. This was already a feature
of her dissertation and deserves full endorsement, as historical phenomena need to come out of
the scholastic frameworks and ways of inquiry of more than 50 years ago. She draws on Western
scholarship and adequately represents the Bulgarian linguistic experience (G. Gerdzhikov, R.
Nitsolova, Kr. Aleksova, E. Turpomanova, etc.). The fixation on conditional mood and the
modal use of the future tense to express possibility and probability has given a clear direction
to the work and allowed a thorough understanding of individual phenomena. | think that a
reasonable choice of sources has been made, although the number is small compared to the
potential, and what is even more valuable for me is that the author has been involved in a
number of scholarly projects that have led to this choice — for example, the Cyrilomethodiana
website or the Dictionary of the Language of Patriarch Euthymius. Thus, her research is
practically corpus-based, supplemented by other sources, mainly from the Tarnovo Literary
School and the Damaskins, and chronologically situated between the Troyan Damaskin and the
Svishtov Damaskin. | recommend to the author that in the future, when analyzing possible
presumptive forms of the type we 0a e 6ux, she should study more texts from the late 18" and
19" centuries, including the literature of the Bulgarian Catholics in the Paulician dialect of
Southern type, where there are great variations in the expression of the future tense category.
This is precisely the contribution — making sense of the individual meanings of a given
morphological category, which sometimes has not changed in formal terms from Old Bulgarian
to the present day (e.g. the conditional, excluding the archaic form with 6uwmws), but is loaded
with a rich set of semantic functionalities. In other cases, there are gaps in the historical material
on the development of a particular category, such as the simple conditional. The oral and
colloquial features of this category are likely to have prevented its written fixation. G. Ganeva
has therefore made a conscious and deliberate effort to fill in the data with reliable examples.

Interesting to me were observations on conditional constructions in apodosis and protasis, rarely



in both (4 xoevi 6ux’suorena, noxn cu Enenzg y(a)p(u)yxr u udews, mo naxvi ¥ymMoauia 6ux’ euLx,
ma 6ux.x meou kopabie nomonzie) since | think it is worth reflecting on the role of the strongly
marked conditional conjunction awe> axo in most of the earlier examples, and the subsequent
introduction of much more conjunctive variation, leading to changes in the types of subordinate
circumstantial clauses. The overall picture of ways of expressing modality is completed by
peripheral devices and, in particular, lexical modifiers. The "circumstantial background" of the
utterance in relation to the action in the main clause is undoubtedly important in developing the
semantics of epistemic modality. | think the observations on the emphatic use of oagbro — dano
could have been expanded a bit, because as a conjunction and particle it expresses doubt,
uncertainty, wishful thinking, etc. (zaBu6 651 qans 6ors qa ro momsyum). The second important
chapter of the work on modal verbs and periphrastic constructions with 6stmu, umremu etc. also
deserves attention for its in-depth analysis. The final conclusions about the applicability of basic
theoretical statements on modality to the Bulgarian language diachrony, about the relationship
between changes in the temporal system and the modality system, etc. are measured and
convincing. | would like to emphasize that the work for the habilitation is of a purely
fundamental scientific nature.

The second monograph entitled History of grammatical word stems, Sofia, 2018,
precisely defines the concepts of thematic vowels, imperfective suffixes, derivational suffixes
etc. in order to trace the development of the categories of aspect and tense. It develops the theses
of the PhD dissertation topic on linguistic typology and in particular on the role of agglutinative
affixation. The regrouping of conjugations in the history of the Bulgarian verb,
imperfectivation, verbs with the suffix -n- are examined.

A special place in Dr Ganeva's scholarly publications is occupied by her observations
on the integration of Old Bulgarian language and texts in a digital environment in the form of
electronic corpora and processing tools. They are entirely a consequence of the candidate’s
participation in several leading projects supervised by Prof. A-M. Totomanova. Projects have
allowed G. Ganeva to gain invaluable experience. The total number of projects she has been
part of is 14, of which 5 are in the field of digital technologies and cultural-historical heritage.
All of them brought together researchers from different institutions, created a discussion
environment and contributed to the Cyrillomethodiana platform, a series of articles and more.
In the article The Old Bulgarian Language and the Computational Linguistics of 2018, the
author presents the structure and the operational opportunities of the electronic system hist. dic,
the parameters of the historical dictionary within its framework and the electronic grammar

dictionary of Old Bulgarian from the 9" to the 15" century. The latter is formed as a separate



co-authored product of G. Ganeva, A. Totomanova and T. Slavova. In it, the author has
developed the verbs and the finite forms in the form of tables. The most substantial part of the
problems of the hist.dic system found wider popularization in English in the Scopus indexed
article Electronic Diachronic Corpus and Dictionaries of Old Bulgarian (Studia Ceranea.
Journal of the Waldemar Ceran Research Centre for the History and Culture of the
Mediterranean Area and South-East Europe, 8/2018, pp. 111-119). One of the last great
achievements of corpus Old Bulgarian studies in our country, and in particular of historical
lexicography, is the Dictionary of the Language of Patriarch Euthymius, developed entirely
with modern software, in which Gergana Ganeva participates with the elaboration of the articles

from the letters @, X, II, U (according to my observations there are about 182 articles from the

second volume, published in 2020).

In addition, Dr. Gergana Ganeva participated in 22 scientific conferences and held
seminars on the history of the Bulgarian language at the Department of Cyrillomethodian
Studies, where she co-authored an interactive tutorial for the e-course "History of the Bulgarian
Language".

Taking into account the high level of the reviewed materials and the overall scientific,
scientific-organizational, project and teaching activities of the candidate, I am of the opinion
that her candidature in the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor fully
meets the requirements for academic development in accordance with the Law on Academic
Development, the Regulations for its implementation and the Regulations of Sofia University
"St. Kliment Ohridski". I therefore vote in favour of the election of Chief Assistant Dr. Gergana
Rumenova Ganeva to the academic position of Associate Professor in the field of higher
education 2. Humanities; Professional direction 2.1. Philology (Bulgarian Language — History

of the Bulgarian Language).
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