
STATEMENT 

 

by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Aneta Gergova Dimitrova, Department of Cyrillo-Methodian Studies, 

Faculty of Slavic Studies, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”,  

Member of the scientific jury appointed by the Order of the Rector of Sofia University No. RD 38-

423 of 15.07.2024 in the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor in the 

professional field 2.1. Philology (Bulgarian Language – History of the Bulgarian Language), 

announced in State Gazette No. 55 of 28.06.2024. 

 

1. The competition for Associate Professor is announced for the needs of the Department of Cyrillo-

Methodian Studies at the Faculty of Slavic Studies, the only candidate is Senior Assist. Prof. Dr. 

Gergana Rumenova Ganeva. According to the transcript submitted, Dr. Ganeva meets the 

minimum national requirements under Article 2b of the Law on the Development of the Academic 

Staff in Republic of Bulgaria for Scientific Field 2. Humanities. All necessary documents for the 

competition are available according to the requirements of Art. 107 (1) of the Regulations on the 

conditions and procedure for the acquisition of scientific degrees and the occupation of academic 

positions at the Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”.  

Senior Assist. Prof. Dr. Gergana Ganeva is a graduate of Bulgarian Studies with a Master’s degree 

in linguistics at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” (2005) and a Master's degree in Applied 

Linguistics in Spanish Studies (2007). She was a full-time PhD student in History of the Bulgarian 

Language at the Department of Cyrillo-Methodian Studies, her supervisor being Prof. Dr. Habil. 

Anna-Maria Totomanova, with a dissertation “Verb Suffixation in the History of the Bulgarian 

Language in View of the Development of the Aspectual Opposition” (defended 2012). Since 2013 

she has been working as an assistant professor and since 2015 as a senior assistant professor at the 

Department of Cyrillo-Methodian Studies, teaching seminars for the lecture course “History of the 

Bulgarian Language” and teaching (together with Prof. Dr. Habil. A.-M. Totomanova) the optional 

course “Theory of Stems. Fundamentals of Etymology”. She is involved in the development of an 

interactive workshop for the online course “History of the Bulgarian Language” on the e-

medievalia platform (https://e-medievalia.uni-sofia.bg/moodle/). Apart from being a competent 

and committed teacher, Dr. Ganeva is also a very capable administrator with a broad experience 

gained in her work on the administration of a number of projects at the Scientific Research Fund 

of the Ministry of Education and Science and the Scientific Research Sector at Sofia University, 

where she worked as a technical assistant for two years (2009–2011).  

 

2. Dr. Ganeva is the author of two monographs, 16 articles, she participated in the compilation of 

two dictionaries (Dictionary of the Language of Patriarch Euthymius. Part II. Sofia, 2020; 

Grammatical Dictionary of the Old Bulgarian Language (online histdict.uni-sofia.bg; 

https://cyrillomethodiana.uni-sofia.bg/index.php/mdocs/category/10-grammar-dictionary 2015) 

and one Festschrift. For participation in the competition, she submitted a habilitation thesis “Modal 

meanings of possibility and probability in Bulgarian linguistic history”, Sofia University Press “St. 

Kliment Ohridski”, 2023, 206 p., the monograph “History of Grammatical Stems”, Sofia, 2018, 



149 p., ten articles, two of them co-authored, and the compilation of the two dictionaries mentioned 

above, also co-authored.  

Dr. Ganeva’s habilitation thesis is devoted to the history of the expression of the modal meanings 

‘possibility’ and ‘probability’ in the Bulgarian language. The study covers the period 14th–18th 

centuries and examines the uses of conditional, the modal uses of the future tense from which the 

presumptive (‘ще да’) forms and some constructions with modal verbs arise. At the beginning 

(“Chapter I. Modality, Epistemic Modality and Presumptive Modality”), the author presents the 

theoretical framework and terminology set by previous researchers of modality and outlines the 

issues she focuses on with a view to the development of the Bulgarian language in particular. The 

material is complex not only because different classifications and terms for the same linguistic 

phenomena are used in the scholarly literature, but also because diachronic research implies the 

selection of enough comparable examples from written sources of different genre and time to be 

covered by a unified methodology. In chapter two (“Non-epistemic possibility: Towards a history 

of the conditional”), the focus falls on the meanings and uses of the conditional (whose main 

meaning is ‘possibility’), and the reasons for the limitation of the uses of the conditional are also 

sought in the development of the verb system in the Modern Bulgarian period. Particular attention 

is paid to the emergence of evidentiality, and the author’s conclusion is that the non-witnessed uses 

should be derived from the use of the perfect tense, and not the conditional. Chapter Three 

(“Modality and Context: A History of Epistemic Possibility and Probability”) examines the uses of 

the future tense with modal meaning that led to the modern presumptive (“ще да”) forms. The 

meaning ‘possibility’ is realized mainly in interrogative sentences (rhetorical questions, 

subordinate clauses, etc.), while the meaning ‘probability’, which is morphologized in the Modern-

Bulgarian period, can also be found in communicative phrases. The material also shows that 

possibility is the older and more encompassing meaning, while presumptive forms with the 

meaning ‘probability’ remain on the periphery of the Bulgarian verb system. Chapter four (“Modal 

verbs and periphrastic constructions for expressing possibility and necessity”) deals with 

combinations mostly with the verbs ‘can’ and ‘must’ (respectively Old Bulgarian мощи / възмощи 

+ infinitive, трэбовати + infinitive) but also with быти and имэти with infinitive. The examples 

show that the epistemic meanings of these constructions are relatively late, characteristic of the 

Modern Bulgarian period, occurring first with the verb ‘can’ and then with ‘must’. The concluding 

part of the book not only summarizes the preceding exposition, but also further systematizes the 

observations made by proposing several diagrams illustrating the relationships, semantic 

development and hierarchical relations between the modal meanings studied. The author concludes 

by stressing that the modalities of logic do not coincide with, and therefore should not be identified 

with, the modalities of language. In her habilitation thesis, Dr. Ganeva presents a large body of 

linguistic material covering the late Middle Bulgarian and early Modern Bulgarian eras, offering a 

well-founded model of the modal meanings ‘possibility’ and ‘probability’ and the development of 

the linguistic means of expression. 

The second book by Gergana Ganeva (History of Grammatical Stems. Sofia, 2018) studies the 

development of the verb stems of aspect and tense on material from the 9th–15th c., i.e. the Old 



Bulgarian and Middle Bulgarian period. In five chapters, the stems of Old Bulgarian verbs are 

examined according to their affixes, the relations between the Old Bulgarian conjugations and the 

Slavic verb aspect, the role of temporal vowels, the aspectual suffixes, specifically the suffixes -

ne- and *-je/o-, the modern suffixes of imperfectivation, the historical changes in the temporal 

vowels of verb stems, and some word-formation changes in old denominal verbs. The book 

concludes that, with respect to verb stems, Bulgarian prefers agglutinative affixation, which is 

somewhat at odds with its inflectional structure. 

The articles submitted for the competition cover various aspects of Dr. Ganeva’s research interests 

and activities, some of which are developed in the two books. The focus of attention is the Old 

Bulgarian verb and its development in the history of the Bulgarian language. A number of 

interesting and in-depth observations are offered on the enrichment of the verb system with new 

forms and morphological devices during the (second half of the) Middle Bulgarian period. The 

changes in the temporal verb stems and specifically that of the imperfect are examined. More recent 

publications foreground issues of modality, such as changes in the meaning of the verb ‘can’ and 

some uses of conditional. Alongside the collection and analysis of linguistic material, the author 

pays particular attention to the theoretical framework of her research and follows a consistent and 

clear methodology. 

An important and contributory aspect of Dr. Ganeva’s work is the application of electronic tools in 

Old Bulgarian studies and diachronic linguistics. Thanks to the joint efforts of the author with 

colleagues and co-authors, a number of electronic tools have been developed in the histdict.uni-

sofia.bg platform, where an electronic diachronic corpus is gradually being completed and several 

dictionaries are contained, accompanied by a search engine, morphosyntactic tagset, etc. 

The reference list of citations complies with the requirements of the Law and shows that Dr. 

Ganeva’s research has excellent visibility and is highly regarded in the scholarly community. 

 

3. On the basis of the examined documents, references and publications of the candidate, which 

fully meet the requirements of the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of 

Bulgaria and the Regulations of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, I confidently 

recommend to the Scientific Jury to award to Senior Assist. Prof. Dr. Gergana Ganeva the 

academic position of Associate Professor in the professional field 2.1. Philology (History of 

the Bulgarian Language). 

 

 

04.11.2024 

Sofia        Assoc. Prof. Dr. Aneta Dimitrova 

 

 

 

 

 


