
REVIEW 

 

On the papers by chief assistant PhD Gergana Rumenova Ganeva, a participant in the 

competition for the academic title “associate professor” in professional direction 2.1. Philology 

(Bulgarian language – History of Bulgarian language), announced in State Gazette, edition 55 

dated 28.06.2024, for the needs of “Faculty of Slavic Studies”, Sofia University “St. Kliment 

Ohridski”. 

 

In the competition for “associate professor” in the professional direction 2.1. Philology 

(Bulgarian language – History of Bulgarian language), announced in State Gazette, edition 55 

dated 28.06.2024, just one participant took part - chief assistant PhD Gergana Rumenova Ganeva. 

Additionally, she presented the necessary documents.  

Gergana Ganeva was born in 1981. Firstly, she studied Bulgarian philology in the 

“Faculty of Slavic Studies”, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. She graduated in 2005 

master’s program in linguistics. Later on, she studied Spanish philology in the “Faculty of 

classical and modern philology” of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” and in 2007 

graduated as master. From 2007 to 2010 Ganeva was a full-time PhD student in history of 

Bulgarian language in the Faculty of Slavic Studies. She successfully defended PhD thesis of the 

topic “Verbal suffixation in history of Bulgarian language, considering the construction of type 

opposition”. She is fluent in Spanish and in English languages. 

Applicant’s work start was her job as an editor in “Pozvanete” JSC – town of Varna. 

Gergana Ganeva worked in media from 2005 to 2007. Nevertheless, her real professional 

pathway started in the R&D sector to Sofia university “Saint Kliment Ohridski”, where she held 

the title “technical assistant”. She was responsible for the comprehensive administrative service 

of the project “History and historism in the Orthodox Slavonic world. Research of ideas about 

history”, funded by Fund “Scientific research” to the Ministry of Education and Science. She 

worked on the project from 2009 to 2011. In 2011, PhD Ganeva started working as chief assistant 

in the Institute for Bulgarian language “Professor Lyubomir Andreychin”. Her scientific interests 

are in history of Bulgarian language. In 2013, the applicant won competition for assistant in the  

Faculty of Slavic Studies, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, where she works at present as 

chief assistant. She heads seminar exercises in history of the Bulgarian language. Gergana 

Ganeva has good social skills. They help her in her work as a lecturer and her comprehensive fit-

in the teams in which she worked. Additionally, she has organizational and administrative skills.  

The scientific production of works with which the applicant takes part in the competition, 

are a total of 13. Among them two monographies, 11 articles and participation in two dictionaries. 

From thematic point of view, the scientific work of PhD Ganeva is organized in the following 

directions: 

1. Verbal modality in the history of Bulgarian language:  

The PhD thesis “Modal meanings opportunity and probability in the Bulgarian language 

history”, issued in Sofia in  2023 is devoted to the verbal modality in the history of Bulgarian 

language. The analysis objects are the language means for expressing opportunity and probability 



– the conditional mood, modal uses of future tense, modal verbs and periphrastic constructions of 

modal meaning. The linguistic material is excerpted from sources in writing dating back to a 

period from XIV to XVIII century -  Trojan parable, works by Patriarch Evtimiy and by 

Konstantin Kostenechki, the book Grigoriy Tsamblak, Vlach-Bulgarian charters, Life of Georgi 

Novi Sofiyski by priest Peyo, Cherged prayers, Trojan damaskin and Svishtov damaskin. The 

author provides short pieces of information about each and every monument. The monography 

consists of introduction, four chapters and conclusion. The introduction presents the methodology 

and sources of language material. First chapter entitled “Modality, epistemic modality and 

presumption”, presents the theoretical settings that form the foundation for analysing the 

language material. The author presents in short the notions of foreign authors like Palmer, J. 

Bydey, as well as of the Bulgarian ones like R. Nitsolova, G. Gerdzhikova, K. Aleksova etc. In 

the PhD paper we accept that all the languages are familiar with modality, yet they express it 

differently. Modality, in turn, is a notion category that expresses the evaluation of the speaker of 

the relation between action and reality.  

The next chapters are devoted to grammar categories that demonstrate modality. The 

second chapter reviews the conditional mood as means that expresses non-epistemic opportunity. 

In the chapter based on the linguistic material from the cited Old Bulgarian monuments we track 

the meaning of the conditional mood. G. Ganeva summarizes in the end of the chapter that when 

it comes to the Bulgarian language, we need to talk exactly about conditional mood with the 

meaning of “opportunity” and not of “conjunctive”.  

Third chapter, Modality and context. History of epistemic opportunity and probability, is 

devoted to expressing the epistemic opportunity and probability with the assistance of modal uses 

of future tenses. The author heads for three types of contexts related to epistemic opportunity – 

non-essential questions, essential questions, questionnaire subordinate supplementing sentences. 

Additionally, she provides contrafactum prerequisites.  

The last, fourth chapter, introduces the reader to observations of the development of some 

modal verbs and periphrastic constructions for expressing opportunity and necessity: мощ  

/въꙁмощ  + infinitive, бꙑт  + infinitive, трѣбоват  + infinitive. The epistemic notions in modal 

verbs occur the last and are typical to the New Bulgarian period.  

The monography ends with conclusions. Some of them impact the reconstruction of the 

late Middle Bulgarian condition of language modality, and others explain the way in which in 

Bulgarian language typological categories of modality function. The research provides in-depth 

and argumented analysis of modality in Bulgarian language. It tracks its development historically, 

hence I believe that it has the characteristics of PhD thesis. 

2. Articles related to the issues of modality in history of Bulgarian language.  

2.1. Meanings and uses of the verbs мощ  and въꙁмощ  (XIV – the beginning of the XV 

century). – In: РЬЦИ СЛОВО ТВРЬДО. Collection in honour of professor doctor of philological 

sciences Tatyana Slavova. Sofia, 2022, 368–384.  

The article is devoted to modal meanings of the verbs мощ  and въꙁмощ . Juxtaposition 

is performed between their meanings and the contemporary meanings of the verb I can.  



2.2. Expression of contrafactum conditional meaning (based on the material from the 

Book Grigoriy Tsamblak). – In: ШЬСТВОУѬ НЫНѢ ПО СЛѢДОУ ОУЧИТЕЛЮ. Collection in 

honour of professor doctor of philological sciences Anna-Mariya Totomanova. Sofia, 2021, 582–

595.  

The article is devoted to the contrafactum conditional meaning. The linguistic material 

was excerpted from the book Grigoriy Tsamblak. The author describes the way real and 

contrafactum conditional constructions are juxtaposed at morphosyntactic level, namely via the 

use of verbal forms in subordinate clause. She defends the thesis that in the protasis of 

contrafactum conditional constructions the uses of future tense should be defined as assumptive 

and be connected to epistemic modality.  

 

3. Papers devoted on the issues of historical morphology and word formation.  

3.1. The monography History of grammar bases. Sofia, 2018.  

The monography is reworked version of the PhD thesis by G. Ganeva. It is devoted to the 

history of grammar bases for type and time. The linguistic material was collected from 

monuments in writing – mainly from Old Bulgarian and Middle Bulgarian period (from IX to the 

beginning of the XV century). Where necessary, the author referred to forms from the Bulgarian 

folk spoken languages, and in some cases she has defined the assumed Protoslavic shapes of 

verbs. The research work is aimed at examining the type and time in history of Bulgarian 

language through the history of agglutinative suffixation. The monography is structured in five 

chapters. The first chapter presents the main theoretical prerequisites and the input Old Bulgarian 

status of the reviewed issues. The chapter itself presents in several parts the statute of affixes in 

flective languages, the organization of Old Bulgarian synthetic verbal word forms, the ratio 

between the morphology foundations of the present tense, aorist and imperfect in the Old 

Bulgarian period. The next chapters are devoted to the history of suffixes which have typical 

meaning and of some historical changes in temporal vowels (-е-, -и-, -а-, -о/е-, 0 etc.) in 

Bulgarian language. Additionally, the author has demonstrated some dialectic differences in 

temporal bases that occurred during the new Bulgarian period. The fifth chapter reviews the issue 

about the relation between denominal derivatives and the manners of verbal action. The 

monography ends with the conclusion in which G. Ganeva summarizes that Bulgarian language 

is inclined towards agglutinative affixation. Thus she explains the fact that grammar verbal bases 

are made of special suffixes that consist of typical suffixes and temporal vowels. 

3.2. When did the enrichment of the Bulgarian verbal system begin. In: Bulgarian Speech, 

volume XXIII, issue 3, 2017, 77–83.  

The article attempts outlining the chronological frameworks of Bulgarian verbal system 

transformation. The author connects the verbal changes to the changes of morphonology and 

arrives to the conclusion that the enrichment of temporal system is not an Old Bulgarian 

phenomenon but precedes the new Bulgarian dialect prosodic unit according to the supporters of 

ѣ.  



3.3. The Temporal Stems of the Old Bulgarian Verb. In: Paleobulgarica, issue 4, 2015, 3–

16.  

The article is devoted to the verbal category “tense” in Old Bulgarian time. Its purpose is 

to clarify the way it is expressed with the assistance of combinations of temporal bases and 

flexions.  

3.4. The Destiny of the Thematic Suffixes in the History of Bulgarian Language”. In: 

Cyril and Methodius Readings 2015. Jubilee collection. Sofia, 2015, 231–240.  

The work was aimed at explaining some features of morphology of Old Bulgarian nouns 

and regrouping the declension considering kinship, in view of the prerequisites of the historical-

typological language knowledge.  

4. Articles related to applicant’ participation in the elaboration of the e-system 

histdict.uni-sofia.bg.  

An important part of PhD G. Ganeva’s artistic work is hers on the e-system histdict.uni-

sofia.bg. Based on this participation, she shares some interesting insights in the following 

articles:  

4.1. Electronic Diachronic Corpus and Dictionaries of Old Bulgarian. In: Studia Ceranea. 

Journal of the Waldemar Ceran Research Centre for the History and Culture of the Mediterranean 

Area and South-East Europe, Issue 8/2018, pp. 111–119.  

4.2. The Old Bulgarian Language and Computational Linguistics. In: Saint Clement of 

Ohrid in the Culture of Europe. Sofia, 2018, 467–473.  

4.3. A. Totomanova, T. Slavova, G. Ganeva. Morphosyntactic Tagset of Old Bulgarian 

Written Language. In: Informatics, Grammar, Lexicography BG051-3.3-06-0024/2012. 

Proceedings of the Final Conference, Sofia, 29–30.06.2015. Sofia, 2015, 17–117.  

4.4. A. Totomanova, G. Ganeva. Digital Tools for Studying Medieval Lexis and Grammar. 

– In: Written Heritage and Information Technologies (El’Manuscript-2014). Proceedings of the 

Fifth International Conference, held in Varna, Bulgaria, September 15–20, 2014. Sofia – Izhevsk, 

2014, pp. 171–173.  

5. Dictionaries.  

G. Ganeva takes part as co-author in the following dictionaries:  

5.1. T. Slavova, А. Тotomanova, A. Dimitrova, G. Ganeva, V. Shalagin, M. Totomanova- 

Paneva, M. Dimitrova. Dictionary of Patriarch Euthymius's Language. Part II. Sofia, 2020. In this 

dictionary, Ganeva is author of the dictionary entries for the letters Ф, Х, Ц, Ч.  

5.2. A. Totomanova, T. Slavova, G. Ganeva. Grammatical dictionary of the Old Bulgarian  

language (online histdict.uni-sofia.bg;  

https://cyrillomethodiana.uni-sofia.bg/index.php/mdocs/category/10-grammar-dictionary 2015).  

6. Others.  

Additionally, Ganeva has authored the review issued in English language, namely “A 

Spanish Antology of Material on the Pre-Christian Religion of the Slavs [Fuentes para el estudio 

de la religión eslava precristiana.“ Ed. y coord. J. A. Álvarez-Pedrosa Núñez. Zaragoza, Libros 

Pórtico, 2017, 505 p.]. In: Paleobulgarica, 3/2018, pp. 86–89. A book review of a Spanish 

antology of material on the pre-christian religion of the Slavs.  



The scientific papers by PhD Gergana Ganeva have been cited 41 times. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The scientific production by PhD Gergana Rumenova Ganeva is sufficient for the title 

held by her. The papers written by her are at the necessary scientific level and I give my opinion 

in favour of her holding the academic degree “associate professor”. 

 

03.10.2024              

  Signiture............................ 

Sofia             

  (Associate professor Kiril Kirilov, PhD)    

 

 


