STATEMENT

by Professor Andrey Ivanov Tchorbanov, PhD,

Head of the Department of Immunology, Stefan Angelov Institute of Microbiology -

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

in connection with the announced contest for the academic position of professor in professional
field 4.3. Biological Sciences (Molecular Immunology - Complement System) for the needs of

the Faculty of Biology, Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski"

The competition was appointed by order of the Rector of Sofia University "St. Kliment
Ohridski", announced in the State Gazette, issue 32 of 15.04.2025. One candidate participated

in it - Associate Professor Ivanka Georgieva Tsacheva, PhD.

Associate Professor Ivanka Tsacheva was born on May 5, 1966 in the city of Plovdiv. She
graduated from Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski”, majoring in Biotechnological
Processes with specialization in "Genetic and Cellular Engineering” in 1991. In 2003, she
defended her dissertation on the topic “Analysis of the interaction of the C1q subcomponent of
complement in the recognition of immunoglobulin and non-immunoglobulin ligands™ at the
Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Biology of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski"
and acquired the educational and scientific degree "doctor"”, scientific specialty 01.06.04
"Molecular Biology". In 2011, she also acquired the academic position of "Associate Professor"
in Molecular Biology (Molecular Immunology) at the Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of
Medicine of Sofia University "St. KI. Ohridski".

I will not go into detail about the documentary part of the competition, which has undergone
numerous administrative checks, verifications of the evidentiary material attached to the
competition documentation. These documents are detailed and comprehensive, which allows
for a review and real assessment of the required indicators. | will concentrate my assessment

on the scientific-metric parameters and qualities of the participant in the competition.

Teaching activity: The candidate has presented documentary evidence of very active teaching
activity for the previous academic years - practical exercises in a number of disciplines and
programs at the Faculty of Biology of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski"”, as well as

numerous lecture courses on “Introduction to Immunobiotechnologies”, "Immunology”,



"Molecular Immunology”, “Immunobiotechnologies”, "Cellular and Molecular Mechanisms of
IR", "Regulation and Control of IR" for students in the Bachelor's Program in Biotechnology,
Bachelor's Program in Molecular Biology, the bachelor's programs in Biology, Biology and
Chemistry, Biology and English, as well as the Master of Science in Genetic and Cellular
Engineering, Industrial Biotechnology and Biochemistry at the Faculty of Biology of Sofia
University "St. KI. Ohridski". The large number of teaching hours and active teaching activity
are a certificate of good academic fitness in line with the desired academic position. I believe
that teaching activity is a very important factor for a professorial position, and the candidate

fully meets these requirements.

Associate Professor Ivanka Tsacheva has been the scientific supervisor of 21 graduates in
master's programs, the scientific advisor of 1 doctoral student, and the scientific supervisor of
two doctoral students who are about to defend or complete their doctoral studies. It should be
noted that in this regard we can expect even greater activity in the future in view of direct
contact with students and postgraduates, which would be a definite contribution to the otherwise

very serious teaching activity.

Publications: Against the background of the large number of publications so far, for the current
competition, Assoc. Prof. Tsacheva has presented 14 scientific papers published in journals
with an impact factor, 2 publications in refereed journals without an impact factor, the required
number of citations in scientific databases, The extended habilitation report provides visual
information about the distribution of works by thematic areas, with a very positive impression
of the focus of the research on the relevant topic. The specific topics in which the candidate's
main scientific activities are located are presented very clearly, and in many of these works
Assoc. Prof. Tsacheva is the lead author. These two thematic areas form the clearly expressed
professional focus. It is of particular importance to me that the scientific publications used for
the competition are full-length articles with a sufficient number of figures and real results.

Publications in prestigious international journals are of particular importance for forming the
scientific image of the candidate, who in scientific circles has a clearly defined vision and
categorical expertise. A criterion for the quality of the publications is also the attached
document with the open citations in the global and national databases. Of these, Assoc. Prof.
Tsacheva has included only 90 citations to participate in the competition, which exceeds the
minimum required. The candidate's overall impact factor is very good for the professional field
in which her publications and expertise lie. This also largely indicates the candidate's

professional readiness for career advancement based on achieved results.



A criterion for the quality of Assoc. Prof. Tsacheva's scientific output is the list of participations
in scientific forums - congresses, conferences, symposiums, etc. The candidate has 53
participations in forums abroad and in our country. All these participations demonstrate the
very high level of activity in terms of the desire to present the scientific results obtained during
the research process, which once again confirms the established impression of serious and

consistent interests in the thematic area corresponding to the candidate's scientific publications.

Assoc. Prof. Tsacheva has been the lead investigator of 6 projects funded by the Bulgarian
National Research Fund and SUMMIT, she has been a participant in another 6 projects funded
by the Bulgarian National Research Fund, and she also participated in 1 project funded by the
Ministry of Education and Science. All these participations undoubtedly enrich the arsenal of
the candidate and her laboratory with laboratory techniques and approaches necessary for the
implementation of the work programs in the projects. Of course, scientific publications and

participation in scientific forums are the result of the implementation of the developed projects.

The candidate has attached an author's reference of the scientific contributions of the works. |
believe that the contribution of Assoc. Prof. Tsacheva's scientific production is far from limited
to the stated facts and specific results. The high publication activity in reputable journals, as
well as the participation in scientific forums where she presents these results, are the best

attestation for the real contribution of her works.

Conclusion: Based on the presented data on the scientific production, teaching and mentoring
activities of Associate Professor Ivanka Georgieva Tsacheva, PhD for the current competition
for "professor" at the Faculty of Biology, Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski", | believe
that she covers all the requirements of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations on the Conditions and Procedures for Acquiring
Scientific Degrees and Holding Academic Positions at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski",
therefore | propose to the esteemed scientific jury to award Associate Professor lvanka
Georgieva Tsacheva, PhD the academic position of "professor” in the professional field 4.3.
Biological Sciences (Molecular Immunology - Complement System) for the needs of the
Faculty of Biology, Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski".
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Sofia member of the Scientific Jury Prof. Dr. A. Tchorbanov



