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STATEMENT 

 

by Assoc. Prof. Lyuben Ivanov Zagorchev, DSc, Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of 
Biology, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, member of the Scientific Jury in 
accordance with Rector’s Order RD-38-280/09.06.2025 of Sofia University “St. Kliment 
Ohridski” 

Regarding: 
the competition for the academic position of Professor in professional field 4.3. Biological 
Sciences (Molecular Immunology – Complement System), announced by the Department 
of Biochemistry, Faculty of Biology, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” in the State 
Gazette, issue 32 of 15.04.2025 

Candidate: 
Assoc. Prof. Ivanka Georgieva Tsacheva, PhD, Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of 
Biology, Sofia University 

 

General information about the candidate 

The only applicant in the competition for the academic position of professor in 
professional field 4.3 Biological Sciences, announced by the Department of Biochemistry, 
Faculty of Biology, Sofia University, is Assoc. Prof. Ivanka Georgieva Tsacheva. All 
required documents have been submitted, based on which the candidate has been 
admitted to participate in the competition. 

Assoc. Prof. Tsacheva was born in 1966 in the city of Plovdiv. She completed her higher 
education at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” in 1991 with a degree in 
Biotechnological Processes and a specialization in Gene and Cell Engineering, earning 
the educational qualification degree of Master with a thesis titled “Production of 
monoclonal anti-C3 antibodies through in vitro immunization.” 

From 1994 to 2004, she held the positions of Assistant and Senior Assistant at the 
Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Biology, Sofia University. Meanwhile, in 2003 she 
successfully defended her doctoral dissertation in the scientific specialty "Molecular 
Biology" on the topic "Analysis of the interaction of C1q subcomponent of the complement 
in the recognition of immunoglobulin and non-immunoglobulin ligands." In 2004, she won 
the competition for Chief Assistant, and in 2011 – for Associate Professor in Molecular 
Biology (Molecular Immunology). The education and academic development of the 
candidate fully correspond to the scope of the announced competition, namely molecular 
immunology. 

Teaching experience 
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As an Assistant and later Associate Professor in the Department of Biochemistry, Faculty 
of Biology, Sofia University, Ivanka Tsacheva has made a significant contribution to the 
development and delivery of practical and lecture courses in Immunology for various 
undergraduate programs, as well as a number of specialized immunology-themed 
courses in the Master’s program in Biochemistry. Currently, there is only one other Chief 
Assistant in Immunology in the department, which highlights the faculty’s need for a 
professorship that would ensure the consolidation and expansion of the immunology field. 

Since 2004, Assoc. Prof. Tsacheva has supervised 21 successfully defended Master’s 
theses, with two graduates pursuing or in the process of preparing doctoral dissertations 
in the immunology field within the department (Vishnya Stoyanova and Alexandra 
Kapoyannis), and one who has taken a position as Chief Assistant in Immunology. The 
doctoral dissertation of Vishnya Stoyanova, in which Assoc. Prof. Tsacheva, then a Chief 
Assistant, was a consultant, is closely related to her scientific research. Based on these 
facts, it can be concluded that Assoc. Prof. Tsacheva is a key figure for the immunology 
field in the faculty and makes systematic efforts for the development and retention of 
young researchers in the department and faculty. 

Fulfillment of the minimum national requirements for the academic position of 
Professor 
To be appointed to the academic position of professor, it is necessary to meet point-based 
criteria across four groups of indicators. Indicator group A requires 50 points, which are 
awarded for a successfully defended PhD thesis, proven by the PhD diploma granted on 
27.08.2003 by the Higher Attestation Commission. Indicator group B requires 100 points, 
awarded for a monograph or scientific publications equivalent to a monograph. The 
candidate lists four scientific publications equal to 100 points (Q1, 4 x 25). Indicator group 
C requires a minimum of 200 points from scientific publications indexed in Web of Science 
and/or Scopus, with an impact factor or impact rank. The candidate lists 12 articles 
totaling 212 points. Indicator group D requires 100 points from citations, which are 
covered by 90 citations in Scopus totaling 180 points. Indicator group E requires 150 
points from various activities. Assoc. Prof. Tsacheva has provided documentation for a 
total of 246.45 points, including participation in 6 scientific or educational projects (60 
pts.), participation in 1 international project (20 pts.), leadership of 6 scientific or 
educational projects (120 pts.), total attracted funding of 219,772 BGN (43.95 pts.), and 
co-authorship in a published teaching aid (2.5 pts.). 

In conclusion, the data provided by Dr. Tsacheva confirm full compliance with the 
minimum national requirements and the Sofia University regulations for academic staff 
development. 

Analysis of publication activity and author contributions 

The candidate participates in the competition with 16 scientific publications and lists a 
total of 32 publications in journals with impact factor or rank, and 9 additional publications 
without impact factor, and 247 noted citations. The Scopus check confirms 32 scientific 
publications, 171 citations, and an h-index of 6. Ivanka Tsacheva is lead author – first, 
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second, or last – in 10 of the publications submitted for the professorship competition, or 
more than 60%. 

Most of the indexed publications are in journals with good reputation and medium to high 
impact factor, including International Journal of Biological Macromolecules (IF=7.7), 
International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IF=4.9), and Molecular Biotechnology 
(IF=2.4). Two main scientific directions have been established – immunological, related 
to autoimmune diseases and the complement system, and a second one related to 
biologically active plant-derived compounds. The contributions are summarized in several 
key areas: 

1. New binding sites of C1q; 
2. Regulation of the classical activation pathway of the complement system; 
3. Autoantigenicity of C1q; 
4. Correlation of phospholipase activity and anti-complement autoantibodies; 
5. Modeling of the NETosis process in systemic lupus. 

All of these contributions are closely aligned with the scope of the professorship 
competition. Original results have been obtained and published, contributing to the 
understanding of clinically important processes in immune response. 

Based on the data presented, I consider that Assoc. Prof. Ivanka Tsacheva demonstrates 
significant scientific achievements in this competition, in many of which she is the main 
driving force. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, I believe that Assoc. Prof. Ivanka Tsacheva presents a strong and 
adequate candidacy for the announced competition for Professor, meeting the minimum 
national requirements under the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the 
Republic of Bulgaria (ZRASRB), its implementing regulations, and the internal rules of 
Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski.” The candidate is an established scientist with 
practical experience and potential for further scientific development, as well as a 
knowledgeable and experienced lecturer. I firmly recommend that the Faculty Council of 
the Faculty of Biology at Sofia University vote in favor of electing Assoc. Prof. Ivanka 
Tsacheva, PhD to the academic position of Professor in professional field 4.3 Biological 
Sciences (Molecular Immunology – Complement System). 

  

 

24.07.2025 г. 

Sofia      /Assoc. Prof. Dr. Habil. Lyuben Zagorchev/ 


