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OPINION

Regarding a competition for the academic position of Associate Professor in the professional
field 4.3. Biological sciences (Genetics - Mutagenesis and genotoxicity in lower eukaryotes) at
the Faculty of Biology of Sofia University (SU) "St. Kliment Ohridski"”, announced in State
Gazette No. 5 of January 17, 2025

Candidate(s): Assist. Prof. Martin Dimitrov Dimitrov, PhD

Prepared by Prof. Roumyana Silvieva Mironova, Roumen Tsanev Institute of Molecular
Biology at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

By order No. RD-38-125/06.03.2025 of the Rector of Sofia University "St. Kliment
Ohridski”, 1 have been appointed as a member of the scientific jury in a competition for the
academic position of Associate Professor in the professional field 4.3. Biological Sciences
(Genetics - mutagenesis and genotoxicity in lower eukaryotes) for the needs of the
Department of Genetics in the Faculty of Biology of Sofia University, announced in the State
Gazette, issue No. 5 of 17.01.2025. Only one candidate has submitted documents for
participation in the announced competition - Martin Dimitrov Dimitrov, PhD, holding a position
of Assistant Professor in the same institution. The candidate has submitted in electronic format
all the documents required by the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB), the Regulations for its implementation (amended and
supplemented by SG No. 15 of 19.02.2019) and the relevant Regulations on the Conditions and
Procedures for Acquiring Scientific Degrees and Occupying Academic Positions at SU
(RCPASDOAPSU), including a certificate of work experience as an "Assistant Professor™ at
the Faculty of Biology for over 11 years, which makes him eligible to participate in the
competition. The attached documentation is complete, detailed and precisely arranged.

Dr. Martin Dimitrov received the Bachelor of Science degree in Molecular Biology in
2005 at the Faculty of Biology of Sofia University, and two years later he completed the Master
of Science degree program in Genetics at the same university. Since 2009, he has been enrolled
as a full-time doctoral student at the same institution, where in 2013 he defended his dissertation
for the PhD degree. From 2006 to 2008, the candidate worked as a junior expert - molecular
biologist at the Institute of Cryobiology and Food Technologies at the Agricultural Academy,
and from 2013 to the present, he has held the academic position of Assistant Professor in the
Department of Genetics at the Faculty of Biology of Sofia University. He is also engaged in
permanent administrative activities, and in 2019-2020 he was a member of the Faculty Council
at the Faculty of Biology. He is the winner of the Eureka Foundation's DIPLOMA award for
excellent performance in the Eureka Young Inventor Award competition for 2011. These brief
biographical data show that both the education and professional career of Dr. Martin Dimitrov
fully meet the requirements of the announced competition for Associate Professor.

Dr. Martin Dimitrov participates in the current competition with a total of 17
publications with a total JCR-1F of 34.7, excluding those for the acquisition of the PhD degree.
The publications are divided by quartiles as follows: Q1- 5 pcs.; Q2 — 7 pcs.; Q3 — 4 pcs. and
Q4 — 1 pc., from which it can be seen that the articles with high quartiles Q1 and Q2 dominate.
In two of the articles (B4.3 and B4.4) with the highest quartile (Q1) and a relatively high impact
factor (total of 9.13), the candidate is the first author. His scientific works have been cited a
total of 61 times in publications, referenced and indexed in the world-famous databases Web
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of Science and Scopus. He has participated in a total of 25 scientific forums, of which 13 are
international or with international participation. The candidate's scientometric data are
indicative of his active engagement in scientific research, which has found adequate resonance
among the international scientific community.

According to LDASRB, the group of publications B, equivalent to a habilitation thesis,
includes a total of 5 publications with a total number of points of 110 at a required minimum of
100 points. According to the Regulations for the Application of LDASRB (amended and
supplemented by the State Gazette, No. 15 of 19.02.2019), publications that have only SJR, but
not IF, are awarded 10 points, regardless of their quartile. If this rule is followed, the total
number of points of the publications from group G is 190 with a required minimum of 200
points. | think that this shortfall can be compensated by the 10 points by which indicator B is
exceeded. In addition, the points from citations, 122 in number, exceed the required minimum
of 50 points by nearly 2.5 times (indicator D). It is also worth noting that Dr. Dimitrov has a
large number of participations in various projects, which adds points under indicator E, which,
however, according to LDASRB, is not mandatory when applying for an associate
professorship. With these corrections and comments on my behalf, | think that the candidate
meets the minimum national requirements for occupation of the position of Associate Professor
and even exceeds these requirements by 72 points.

All publications of the candidate fall within the scope of professional field 4.3.
Biological Sciences and relate mainly to three scientific fields. The original scientific
contributions in the first field Analysis of the biological activity of natural products concern
the activity of various natural substances with relevance to ethnopharmacology. The second
field refers to Analysis of the genotoxic potential of physical and chemical factors with a
contribution to cryopreservation procedures and to the elucidation of the mechanism of action
of various environmental factors in the context of the relationship between genotoxicity and
DNA damage. In the third field Role of microbiota in the health of organisms an enterococcal
strain (E. durans EDD2), a producer of bacteriocins against the bacterial pathogen
Paenibacillus larvae, was isolated for the first time from beehives. The identity of E. durans
was confirmed by next-generation sequencing (NGS). The candidate's works contain
significant scientific contributions, as evidenced by both their publication in high-quartile
refereed journals and their multiple citations.

The assets with which Dr. Martin Dimitrov participates in this competition also include
a significant teaching and project implementation experience, as well as expert activity. The
candidate has extensive, over 11 years of teaching experience as a senior assistant. He has
participated in the development of various curricula and has led a large number of exercises
and lecture courses in various genetic disciplines for bachelors and masters, which fully
corresponds to the specialty of the announced competition "Genetics - Mutagenesis and
Genotoxicity in Lower Eukaryotes". In the period from 2018 to 2024. the candidate has been
the scientific supervisor of a total of 6 diploma theses (1 for the Bachelor's degree and 5 for the
Master's degree). The submitted reference for his academic employment and the total academic
workload of the Department of Genetics for the previous 3 academic years fully meet the
requirements of the RCPASDOAPSU. To date, Dr. Dimitrov has participated in the
implementation of a total of 15 research projects funded by various sources (National Science
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Fund (NSF), Ministry of Education and Science, Operational Programs, etc.), and in one of the
ongoing projects, funded by the NSF, he is the head of a work package. The expert activity of
the candidate for a foreign publishing house (Intechopen) includes participation in the editing
of an e-book (Carcinogen) with a volume of total 198 pages.

CONCLUSION

The analysis of the documents, submitted by Dr. Martin Dimitrov, shows that he
possesses the required competencies and experience in the field of the announced competition
for the academic position of Associate Professor. His scientometric indicators meet the
requirements of LDASRB, the Regulations for its implementation and of RCPASDOAPSU for
the occupation of this position. The candidate's scientific works contain original contributions
of a scientific and applied nature. The research with his participation has been published in
renowned international journals and has been cited many times in the world-famous scientific
information databases Web of Science and Scopus. Dr. Dimitrov also has significant experience
in teaching students and in implementing research projects. All this gives me reason to
confidently recommend to the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Biology at SU to elect Senior
Assist. Prof. Dr. Martin Dimitrov Dimitrov, PhD, to the academic position of Associate
Professor.

April 30, 2025

Prof. R. Mironova



