OPINION

by Associate Professor Boyko Neov, PhD - Institute of Biodiversity and

Ecosystem Research - Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Regarding: competition for the academic position of Associate Professor,
published in the State Gazette No. 5 of January 17, 2025.

Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Slavil Zvezdelinov Peykov is the only
candidate in the announced competition. He graduated from the National School of
Natural Sciences and Mathematics in 2003. The candidate graduated with honors
with a bachelor's degree in "Molecular Biology" in 2007 and also with honors with
a master's degree in "Genetics and Genomics" at the Sofia University "St. KI.
Ohridski"”. He defended his PhD thesis in 2014 at the University of Heidelberg
("Ruprecht-Karls-Universitit Heidelberg") with great honors ("magna cum laude")
on the topic: "ldentification and functional characterization of rare SHANK?2
variants in schizophrenia™.

The candidate is currently a Senior Assistant Professor at the Department of
Genetics at the Faculty of Biology of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, a
position he has held since 2018.

In his career, Senior Assistant Professor Peykov has led 5 scientific projects
and participated in 7 more, gaining significant experience in scientific research.

His scientific interests focus on bacterial genomics and metagenomics and the
study of antimicrobial resistance and virulence through whole-genome sequencing.

Among his main scientific contributions are the identification of new genetic

mechanisms of antibiotic resistance; Genomic characterization of rare clinical



isolates; Documentation of the first cases of multidrug-resistant pathogens in our
country.

The scientific output of the candidate with which he applied to this competition
consists of 21 scientific papers published in journals indexed in the global databases
for scientific information, Web of Sciences by Clarivate and/or Scopus by Elsevier.

The scientific papers submitted by Dr. Peykov for the competition include 10
publications under indicator group B (Habilitation paper - scientific publications in
publications that are referenced and indexed in world-renowned databases of
scientific information (Web of Science and Scopus)), with a total of 165 points out
of a required 100 points. Under indicator group I' (Scientific papers in connection
with the competition for the academic position of “associate professor”, excluding
those related to the dissertation and non-habilitation work), a total of 11 scientific
papers were submitted, bringing the candidate a total of 240 points out of a required
200 points. Indicators from group : cited papers bring the candidate 128 points out
of a required 50 points.

The average total and classroom employment of the candidate over the last 3
years is 1292 hours and 787 hours, respectively. The supervision of 47 graduate
students in the period related to the competition is noteworthy, which shows his
dedication to academic mentoring. Against the background of this considerable
teaching activity, the good scientific achievements of Dr. Peykov stand out even
more.

My personal impressions of the candidate since his student years confirm his
prominence not only as a person with rich biological knowledge, but also for his
dedication to the dissemination of this knowledge through the organization of
seminars in order to help fellow students in the assimilation of the educational

material.



Based on the provided documentation and the analysis made, | believe that
Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Slavil Zvezdelinov Peykov fulfills and significantly
exceeds the requirements for holding the academic position of "associate professor".
The candidate has significant scientific and pedagogical experience and
demonstrates a clear scientific research profile.

| strongly recommend that the esteemed jury prepare a positive report-
proposal to the Faculty Council for the election of Dr. Slavil Zvezdelinov Peykov to
the academic position of "associate professor” in area 4. Natural Sciences,
Mathematics and Informatics, professional field 4.3. Biological Sciences (Genetics

— genetic engineering, genomics, metagenomics and microfluidics).
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