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OPINION 

REGARDING: Competition for the academic position of "ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR" 

in Professional field 4.3. Biological Sciences, specialty Plant Physiology - (Biological 

potential of plant secondary metabolites), announced in the State Gazette No. 5 of 

17.01.2025 

BY: Prof. Dr. Svetla Danova, D.Sc., Department of General Microbiology, Institute of 

Microbiology "Stefan Angelov", Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

 

1. ABOUT THE COMPETITION: 

The competition for Associate Professor (speciality Plant Physiology - Biological 

Potential of Plant Secondary Metabolites) was announced in the State Gazette, issue No. 5 of 

17.01.2025, on the basis of Art. 4 and Art. 25 of the Act on the Protection of Plant Health, Art. 

57 para. (1) and para. (2) of the Regulations of the Bulgarian  low-ZRASB, and Art. 108 para. 

(1) para. (3) of the Regulations on the Conditions and Procedure for Acquiring Scientific 

Degrees and Holding Academic Positions at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski". 

The scientific jury was appointed by order No. RD-38-622/06.03.25. of the Rector of 

Sofia University "Kliment Ohridski" on the basis of a decision of the Faculty Council of the 

Faculty of Biology (minutes No. 1 of 29.01.2025), for the needs of the Department of Plant 

Physiology - Faculty of Biology. 

As a member of this jury, I declare that I have no common projects or conflict of interest 

of any other nature within the meaning of para. 1 items 3 and 5 of the ZRASRB with the 

evaluated candidate in the competition. 

2. INFORMATION ABOUT THE CANDIDATE IN THE COMPETITION: 

The only candidate in the competition is DETELINA HRISTOVA PETROVA, 

currently a senior assistant professor in the Department of Plant Physiology – Biological 

faculty, with over 25 years of professional experience. She is a MSc of the Faculty of Biology, 

graduated in the specialty "Biotechnological Processes", specialization "Industrial 

Biotechnologies", with an excellent Diploma (5.92) for Higher Education A-95 SU 

№128683/15.05.1996. I know the candidate from her student years, as an extremely responsible 

and innovative student, with a desire to learn more. Her early interest in natural sciences is 

evidenced by the gold medal for excellent achievements in the educational process upon 

completion of the "Mathematics" profile - of the PMG "Prof. Dr. Asen Zlatarov" - Botevgrad. 

The candidate has a broad educational background as a biotechnologist, microbiologist, 

biochemist and plant physiologist. She works on the Copernicus project at the Faculty of 

Chemistry of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" in the field of scientific experiments and 

preparation of monthly scientific and financial reports. I would like to note as important this 

and the administrative experience of Dr. Detelina Petrova, as Secretary of the Msc Program 

"Plant Biotechnologies" since its establishment in the department and Member of the Council 

of the specialties "Biology and Chemistry", "Geography and Biology", "Biology and English", 

Member of the group for Action in Disasters and Accidents of the Faculty of Biology. Detelina 

Petrova has worked as an inspector, Department "Doctoral Students, Specialists and SDK", 

Faculty of Biology, Sofia University, which is undoubtedly important for the assistance that as 
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a habilitated lecturer could contribute to the administration and development of the curricula 

and doctoral programs in the department, for whose needs the competition is. 

3. FULFILMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR OCCUPATION OF THE 

ACADEMIC POSITION "ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR" 

The only candidate for the academic position "Associate Professor" in the competition 

submits all necessary documents in accordance with the requirements of the Law on Academic 

and Research Associates of the Republic of Bulgaria (ZRASRB) and its Regulations. The 

documents are very well prepared, arranged and reflect all aspects of teaching, training and 

research activities with their results. Dr. Detelina Petrova has presented 37 scientific papers, 22 

of which in journals with an impact factor/impact rank – Q total 362 point and SJR-7.981. At 

the same time, Dr. Petrova has presented her scientific results at 78 scientific forums in Bulgaria 

and abroad, which is a kind of certificate of their significance and originality. Their abstracts 

prove a broad scientific outlook, academic growth and professional preparation in accordance 

with the requirements of the Law on Academic and Research Associates of the Republic of 

Bulgaria. 

The accurately noted scientometric indicators and the indicated links to the international 

databases WOS and Scopus, both for publications and for citations of works, are very 

impressive. This allows for an objective assessment of the individual indicators: for holding the 

position of "associate professor": 

3.1. Fulfillment of the minimum national requirements according to the ZRASRB 

and its Regulations 

From the submitted documents for the competition, it is clear that Chief Assist. Prof. 

Detelina Petrova fulfills and exceeds the minimum national requirements, as follows: 

By indicator A -50 points. The candidate has received the educational and scientific 

degree "Doctor" (in 4.3. Biological Sciences-Microbiology). She defended a dissertation on 

the topic: "Biosynthesis, isolation and characterization of collagenases from mesophilic and 

thermophilic actinomycetes" at the Department of General and Industrial Microbiology - BF, 

as a full-time doctoral student with the supervisor Prof. Stoyan Vlahov (Diploma No. SU 2015 

-115 / from 30.06.2015). In terms of the topic, the dissertation work has added new theoretical 

knowledge and practical skills for solving interdisciplinary scientific challenges. 

By indicator 4 in group B, 6 publications are presented. published in international 

refereed journals with Q, which form - 117 points/instead of 100 points. 

By indicator 7 in group D: The candidate presents a total of - 245 points with a required 

200 points. Formed from 16 scientific papers, published in international journals with an impact 

rank, as follows:Q1-1; Q2 - 2; Q3- 8; Q4- 5 papers. The thematic focus of all papers is in the 

field of the competition, which is indisputable evidence of her preparedness as a habilitated 

lecturer to develop a specific scientific topic in the Department of "Plant Physiology". 

By indicator 11 in group D: 178 points (with only 50 points required), formed by the 

high number of citations -89 in Scopus and Web of Science. This proves that the papers are 

highly appreciated by the broad scientific community in our country and abroad. 

3.2. Fulfillment of the university requirements for holding the position of "Assoc. 

professor", according to the Regulations of Biological faculty, Sofia University "St. 
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Kliment Ohridski", in accordance with the Law on the Administration of the Republic of 

Bulgaria ZRASRB. 

The submitted references under Art. 105 and the reference for the additional indicators 

under Art. 112, para. 2 of the Regulations on the conditions and procedure for acquiring 

scientific degrees and holding academic positions at the Sofia University "St. Kliment 

Ohridski" –Biological faculty convincingly prove the fulfillment by the candidate, the 

University’s requirements for holding the academic position of "associate professor". In all 8 

indicators, Senior Assistant Prof. Detelina Petrova exceeds the requirements many times, as 

follow: 

Dr. Detelina Petrova - presents a Diploma for the National Examination Board Doctor 

No. SU 2015-115/30.06.2015, in 4.3. Biological Sciences 

With Certificate No. 16/21.01.2025 of the Human Resources Department, Sofia 

University has been provided with proof of having fulfilled the requirement under Art. 105, 

para. 2. Dr. Petrova has successively held the positions of assistant, senior assistant and from 

07.02.2016 to date has held the position of chief assistant in the Department of Plant 

Physiology, for whose needs the competition has been announced. She has over 25 years of 

experience as a university lecturer, with which she has repeatedly exceeded the requirements 

of the Sofia University Regulations. 

• Teaching and work with students and graduates 

The submitted reference under Art. 112, para. 2. clearly shows that the candidate is a 

qualified teacher in the main disciplines of the Bachelor's and Master's degree programs in the 

Department of Plant Physiology, for whose needs the competition is held. Chief Assistant prof. 

D. Petrova presents an administrative reference with teaching hours of 600 to 670 hours of 

annual employment for the last 5 academic years from 2019 to 2024/25 academic year. She has 

successfully delivered 570 hours of lectures in full-time and part-time training in Plant 

Physiology in the Bachelor's degree program from 2018 - 2025 and from 2022 to 2025,  and in 

the discipline of Phytopathology for the Master's degree in Plant Biotechnology. She has proven 

herself as a lecturer abroad. She participated in Erasmus+ mobility as a lecturer in "Plant 

Physiology" at the Faculty of Agriculture of the Gotse Delchev University in Shtip, Republic 

of North Macedonia. 

She is a successful scientific supervisor of 12 graduates MSc students. She actively 

supports the training and development of doctoral students in three doctoral projects. 

• Participation in scientific research projects and publication activity 

An important aspect of Dr. Detelina Petrova's academic career is her participation in 

scientific research work. A kind of proof of her professional preparation not only as a teacher, 

but also as an experienced researcher are the presented participations in 21 scientific research 

projects, of which 13 at the Sofia University Science and Technology Fund, 7 under the 

Ministry of Education and Science programs-National Sci. Fund, and1 National Plan for 

Recovery and Sustainability of the Republic of Bulgaria, a project under the SUMMIT program 

(Sofia University Marking Momentum for Innovation and Technological Transfer). With the 

election of the position of chief assistant, she is the head of 1 scientific project under the 

National Institute of Science and Technology at Sofia University. I highly appreciate not only 

the high number of projects on which she is actively working, but also the thematic richness of 
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developed current scientific problems in the field of the competition - from microalgae-

aquaponics, phytoremediation and physiological response, through the study of various plant 

systems under stress and the conservation of plant wealth to the assessment of the influence of 

diffensin genes on the resistance of transgenic oriental tobacco and modern metagenomic 

analyses in plant biocenosis. The results of the serious scientific research work of the candidate 

are presented in 37 co-authored scientific papers in refereed international publications, 22 of 

which are submitted for participation in a competition for the academic position of "associate 

professor". They have formed total impact factor of 22.508 and are actively cited in Scopus 

and Web of Science. And form an h-index: 6 in Scopus. I highly appreciate the original 

contributions of these works in terms of biological (antimicrobial and antioxidant) potential of 

plant secondary metabolites in extracts of valuable medicinal plants and of extracts and 

products of microalgae in norm and stress, as well as the data on oxidative response of higher 

plants to stress and on the resistance of pepper (Capsicum annuum) to cucumber mosaic virus 

(CMV). The research contributions with methodological and or fundamental character are in 

response to serious scientific challenges such as climate change and its effects on plant 

biocenoses. This, as well as 78 participations in National and international scientific forums, 

once again prove high scientific indicators and preparedness of the candidate in the direction of 

the competition 4.3. Biological Sciences (Physiology of Plants). 

4. CONCLUSION 

The above presented gives me reason to believe that the candidate Dr. Detelina Petrova 

is a prepared teacher and highly qualified researcher, who has proven her ability to train students 

(practical classes and full lecture hours) and to conduct scientific and applied research at a high 

level, to summarize and present the results, passing them on to students and doctoral students, 

translating knowledge and experience in this dynamic scientific field - Plant Physiology - 

Biological potential of plant secondary metabolites. The minimum national criteria for 

occupying the position of "Associate Professor" have been met, and in many of the indicators, 

including those from the Regulations of the Faculty of Biology-SU, the only candidate exceeds 

them. 

Based on which, I confidently give my positive assessment and recommend to the 

esteemed Scientific Jury to propose to the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Biology at the Sofia 

University "Kl. Ohridski" to award the senior asst. Dr. Detelina Hristova Petrova, position 

"Associate Professor" in Professional field: 4.3 Natural Sciences, specialty Microbiology. 

 

 

 

21.04.2025     Gave an opinion............................. 

(Prof. Svetla Danova, DSc.) 

 


