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REVIEW 

by Corresponding Member Georgi Tsvetkov Georgiev, Forest Research 

Institute – Bulgarian Academy of Sciences on the materials submitted 

for participation in a competition for the academic position of 

"Associate Professor" at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" in the 

professional field 4.3. Biological Sciences, Scientific specialty 

"Zoology of Invertebrates - Entomology" 

 

In the competition for associate professor, announced in the State Gazette, issue 5 of 17.01.2025 

and on the website of Sofia University (SU) "St. Kliment Ohridski", for the needs of the Department 

of Zoology and Anthropology at the Faculty of Biology, as the only candidate participates Chief 

Assistant Dr. Iliya Vladimirov Gyonov. 

 

1. Brief biographical data about the candidate 

Iliya Gyonov was born on 03.07.1976. In 2001, he graduated from the specialty "Biology and 

Chemistry" at the Sofia University "St. Kl. Ohridski". During the period 2002-2016, he worked in 

private business as a manager of a small enterprise. Since 2013, he has been studying in the Doctoral 

Program "Entomology" at the Sofia University "St. Kl. Ohridski", where in 2016 he received the 

educational and scientific degree "Doctor" for defending a dissertation on the topic "Species 

composition, biological features and distribution of species of Fulgoromorpha (Insecta: Hemiptera) 

in Bulgaria". In 2016, he started working as a biologist at the Department of "Zoology and 

Anthropology" at the Sofia University "St. Kl. Ohridski". In 2017, he was appointed as a Chief 

Assistant in the same department, where he currently works. He is currently engaged in teaching, 

supervising bachelor's and master's theses, scientific research and presentations in the fields of 

entomology, biodiversity, conservation zoology, biological invasions, cybertaxonomy, and leading 

and participating in scientific projects. 

In 2021-2022, he trained in "Theory and Practice of Scuba Diving" and "Scientific Diving" 

(Confédération Mondiale des Activités Subaquatiques) and acquired "Open Diver 1 star", "Open 

Diver 2 stars" and "Scientific Diver" certificates. In 2022, he conducted training at the Natural History 

Museum of the University of Heraklion (Crete, Greece) on the digitization of scientific collections 

and the data related to them. 

Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov systematically conducts field research to study the suborder 

Auchenorrhyncha in Bulgaria (since 1997) and European countries: Albania (2010, 2013, 2015, 2021, 

2022, 2023, 2024); Czech Republic (2010, 2023); France (2001, 2003, 2010, 2016); Greece (2008, 

2011, 2013, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2022, 2023); Hungary (2009); Italy (2001, 2008, 2015); Malta 

(2017, 2019, 2024); Montenegro (2015); North Macedonia (2004, 2010, 2011, 2013, 2021); Romania 

(2011); Slovenia (2001); Spain (2003); Turkey (2009, 2010, 2011, 2014). 

He is an associate of the National Museum of Natural History – Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. 

He is a member of two international scientific organizations – Arbeitskreis Zikaden Mitteleuropas e. 

V and International Auchenorrhyncha Society. He is the creator of the Facebook group “Insects and 

Entomologists” and the Student Entomology Club of Sofia University “St. Kl. Ohridski”. He is a 

member of the citizen science group “iNaturalist”. 

Participates in the development and completion of the world's largest database on 

Auchenorrhyncha (Insecta, Hemiptera) – World Auchenorrhyncha Database 

(https://scholar.google.bg/scholar?cites=10424028825296859125). 

Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov is a member of the editorial boards of four scientific journals: 

Biodiversity Journal (since 2014); ZooKeys (since 2022); Check List (since 2022); Biodiversity Data 

Journal (since 2022). 
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2. Compliance of the candidate's documents with the requirements of the regulatory 

framework  

The procedure for opening the competition and the documents of Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya 

Gyonov fully comply with the requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff 

of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its implementation and the Regulations on the terms 

and conditions for acquiring scientific degrees and occupying academic positions at Sofia University 

"St. Kliment Ohridski". 

The candidate appears in the competition with the following indicators: 

 
Indicator 

group 

Indicator content Candidate 

Points 

А Indicator 1: Dissertation for the award of  a "Doctor" 50 

B Indicator 2: Dissertation for the award of a "Doctor of Science" - 

V Indicator 4: Habilitation work - scientific publications in journals that are refereed and indexed 

in world-renowned databases of scientific information (Web of Science and Scopus), 

including: 

 Publications in Q2 editions – 5 

 Publications in Q3 editions – 3 

145 

 

100 

45 

G Indicator 7: Scientific publications in journals that are referenced and indexed in world-

renowned databases of scientific information (Web of Science and Scopus), outside the 

habilitation thesis, including: 

 Publications in Q1 editions – 3 

 Publications in Q2 editions – 4 

 Publications in Q3 editions – 4 

 Publications in Q4 editions – 4 

Indicator 8: Published book chapter or collective monograph 

 Book chapter of collective monograph – 1 

263 

 

 

75 

80 

60 

48 

 

15 

D Indicator 11: Citations in scientific publications, monographs, collective volumes and patents, 

referenced and indexed in world-renowned databases of scientific information (Web of 

Science and Scopus) 

78 

TOTAL (А + B + V + G + D) 536 

 

After reducing one citation, the scientometric indicators of Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov 

(536 points) exceed the required minimum for holding the academic position of "Associate Professor" 

at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" (410 points). 

 

3. Evaluation of the candidate's teaching activities 

The teaching activity of Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov takes place at the Department of 

Zoology and Anthropology of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski". 

The candidate conducts lectures, exercises and teaching and research practices in the following 

academic disciplines: 

 “Zoology of Invertebrates” and “Biological Invasions” (lectures) – for the Bachelor’s 

program “Biomanagement and Sustainable Development”; 

 “Methods of Entomological Research” (lectures) – for the Master’s program “Entomology”; 

 “Zoology of Invertebrates” and “Entomology” (exercises) – in various Bachelor’s degree 

programs; 

 “Biological Invasions” (exercises) – for the Bachelor’s program “Biomanagement and 

Sustainable Development”; 

 “Methods of Entomological Research” and “Large Practicum in Entomology” (exercises) – 

in the Master’s program “Entomology”; 

 “Zoology of Invertebrates” (teaching and teaching-research practices) – in various 

Bachelor’s degree programs; 
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 "Entomology" (teaching and teaching-research practices) - in the master's program 

"Entomology". 

The study programs in the individual disciplines are extremely high-quality and convincing. 

For the period 2020-2025, the total annual workload of Chief Assistant Dr. I. Gyonov is 360-

571 hours, of which 248-350 hours are classroom hours. 

For the period 2018-2025, Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov is the scientific supervisor of 8 

graduates in the bachelor's and master's degrees. 

 

4. Main areas of the candidate's research work and the most important scientific and 

applied scientific contributions 

The research activity of Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov is entirely in the field of entomology 

and is focused mainly on hemiptera groups (Insecta: Hemiptera). The candidate's habilitation work 

unites publications on various aspects of the taxonomy, morphology, biology, ecology and 

bioacoustics of representatives of the infraorder Cicadomorpha (Hemiptera: Auchenorrhyncha). 

The topics with which the main methodological, scientific and applied scientific contributions 

are related can be grouped into six main areas: 

 Taxonomic and morphological studies; 

 Faunistic studies; 

 Molecular studies; 

 Biology and ecology studies; 

 Bioacoustic studies; 

 Data published in GBIF. 

METHODOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS. A method for more efficient cutting of labels for 

entomological collections has been developed (Publication G10) and a model for 3D printing an 

entomological device for mounting cardboard for sticking insects and labels for precise determination 

of the height of the steps and the width of the labels has been tested (Publication G1). The original 

methodological approach facilitates the work of curators of entomological collections and allows 

labels and cardboard to be pinned to the needle always in the same place. 

TAXONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS. A new species for science, Balcanocerus agapetomyrmices 

Gjonov, 2024 (Hemiptera: Cicadellidae: Eurymelinae) from Strandzha is described. A morphological 

description of the males, females and nymphs is made, microphotographs, SEM-micrographs, 

scientific illustrations of the genital apparatus are prepared and a key to the European representatives 

of the genus is presented (Publication V4). A phylogenetic analysis and reconstruction of the family 

Aphalaridae (Hemiptera: Psylloidea) is made based on studies of two genetic sequences – cytochrome 

c oxidase I (COI) and cytochrome b and it is proven that taxonomic distinction based on DNA 

barcodes is suitable both for identifying most of the studied species and for obtaining additional 

information for classification of taxa in the family (Publication G4). 

FAUNISTIC CONTRIBUTIONS. According to the habilitation work of Chief Assistant Dr. I. 

Gyonov, the faunal contributions are related to the establishment of new taxa and data on the 

distribution of cicadomorphs, specialized parasitoids on them and representatives of two coleopteran 

families. Four genera have been reported as new to the fauna of Bulgaria – Orientus DeLong 

(Hemiptera: Cicadellidae), Tettigettula Puissant (Hemiptera: Cicadidae), Echthrodelphax Perkins, 

Neodryinus Perkins (Hymenoptera: Dryinidae) and 11 species (Orientus ishidae Cicadetta 

brevipennis, C. cantilatrix, Tettigettula pygmea, Echthrodelphax italicus, Gonatopus bicolor, G. 

lycius, G. nearcticus, G. pedestris, G. solidus, Neodryinus typhlocybae) (Publications V6, V7). A 

taxonomic list of the 32 known species of Dryinidae in Bulgaria has been prepared (Publication V7). 

All 17 species from 2 families of froghoppers (Hemiptera: Cercopoidea) (Publication V5) and 16 

species of singing cicadas (Hemiptera: Cicadidae) (Publication V6) have been mapped. For singing 

cicadas, the survey is 11 years long, and for leafhoppers – 25 years long. A distribution map has been 

prepared for each of the species from these taxonomic groups. The collection of the superfamily 
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Cercopoidea includes 8722 specimens from 888 localities collected during the period 1997–2022, 

digitized in the Specify platform, with annotated for each species identifiers from eight taxonomic 

infrastructures (GBIF, BOLD, OpenBiodiv, BHL, CoL, Plazi, EOL and TaxonWorks). An analysis 

of the altitudinal and spatial distribution of the species has been performed (Publication V5). 

In scientific works outside the habilitation work, the candidate's faunal contributions include 

the establishment of new taxa for Malta – а tribe (Duiliini Emeljanov) and а species (Duilius 

bipunctatus) of the family Cixiidae (Hemiptera: Auchenorrhyncha) (Publication G2) and a species of 

the family Aphalaridae (Psylloidea) – Agonoscena cisti (Publication G3), which was also reported as 

new for Albania (Publication G4). From the superfamily Psylloidea (Hemiptera), 9 new species have 

been established in Bulgaria (Agonoscena targionii, Aphalara affinis, Aphalara maculipennis, 

Cacopsylla ulmi, Colposcenia aliena, C. bidentata, Craspedolepta malachitica, Dyspersa 

abdominalis) ((Publications G4, G8) and one new species (Craspedolepta conspersa) in the Czech 

Republic (Publication G4). 

For the first time, the invasive North American species Acanalonia conica (Hemiptera: 

Fulgoromorpha, Acanaloniidae) has been established for Bulgaria and Turkey (Publication G6), and 

for the Western Palearctic – the invasive Asian species Ricania shantungensis (Hemiptera: 

Fulgoromorpha, Ricaniidae) for Turkey (Publication G12). 

In Bulgaria, 5 new genera (Euides, Eurysula, Jassidaeus, Oncodelphax, Latilica) and 15 new 

species from four fulgoromorph families (Hemiptera: Fulgoromorpha) have been identified:: 

Hyalesthes mlokosiewiczi (Cixiidae), Delphax armeniacus, Euides speciosa, Eurysula lurida, 

Florodelphax paryphasma, Jassidaeus lugubris, Metropis aris, Oncodelphax pullula, 

Ribautodelphax imitans, Ribautodelphax pungens, Stenocranus major (Delphacidae), Latilica 

maculipes, Tshurtshurnella extrema (Issidae), Tettigometra fusca, T. vitellina (Tettigometridae), and 

for two other species, the first specific localities have been given (Publications G9, G15). For the first 

time in Bulgaria, 2 species from the family Cicadellidae (Hemiptera: Cicadomorpha) have been 

identified (Opsius cypriacus, Thamnotettix creticus) and 62 cicadas new to the Eastern Rhodopes 

(Publication G15). 

In the coleopteran subfamily Pselaphinae (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae), the first specific 

localities of 5 species and 1 subspecies in Turkey and data on the distribution in new provinces for 6 

species are indicated (Publication G13). 6 species and 7 subspecies of beetles (Coleoptera: 

Cerambycidae) have been identified, new to the Bulgarian part of Strandzha and 11 species and 11 

subspecies, new to the Turkish part of the mountain, with 6 of the identified taxa being new to the 

European part of Turkey (Agapanthia maculicornis maculicornis, Dorcadion pedestre pedestre, 

Phytoecia praetextata praetextata, Phytoecia pubescens, Phytoecia hirsutula hirsutula, Stictoleptura 

maculicornis) (Publication G14). 

GENETIC CONTRIBUTIONS. A genetic study of 25 species of the family Aphalaridae (Hemiptera: 

Psylloidea) was performed and 80 sequences of two mitochondrial genes – cytochrome c oxidase I 

(COI) and cytochrome b (Cytb) – were presented, and for 15 species these are the first DNA barcodes. 

In cases where standard DNA primers were assessed as inapplicable, new primers were designed that 

can be used in future studies. The differences in the analyzed species ranged between 0.0015 and 

0.3415 for COI and between 0.0771 and 0.4721 for Cytb, which indicates that the Cytb gene has 

higher interspecific divergence and allows for more accurate identification of the species (Publication 

G4). The endosymbiont prokaryotes of species of the genus Diaphorina (Hemiptera: Psylloidea, 

Psyllidae), close to D. citri, were studied by 16S rRNA sequencing (Publication G11).  

BIOLOGICAL AND ECOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS. In the research on the habilitation work of Chief 

Assistant Dr. I. Gyonov, features of the biology and ecology of various species and groups of cicadas 

have been revealed and contributions of a scientific and scientifically applied nature have been made. 

An additional food plant (Celtis australis) has been identified and the food spectrum of the invasive 

alien species Orientus ishidae (Hemiptera: Cicadellidae) has been clarified (Publication V2) and a 

new food plant (Asphodeline lutea) for the previously considered monophagous species Philaenus 
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signatus (Publication V5). For the described new species Balcanocerus agapetomyrmices, the food 

plant (Pyrus amygdaliformis) has been identified, the trophobiont relationships of the new species 

with ants have been described and a review of the food plants of all species of the genus Balcanocerus 

has been made (Publication V4). The phenology and altitudinal distribution of species from the 

superfamily Cercopoidea (Publication V5) and all known species of singing cicadas (Hemiptera: 

Cicadidae) from the Bulgarian fauna (Publication V6) have been documented. New species have been 

identified and a list of all known representatives of the family Dryinidae (Hymenoptera: 

Chrysidoidea) that parasitize cicadomorphs in Bulgaria has been prepared, and cicadas belonging to 

Balclutha punctata and Psammotettix sp. have been confirmed as hosts of the parasitoids Gonatopus 

formicarius and G. horvathi (Publication V7). The trophobiont relationships between cicadas 

(Hemiptera: Cicadellidae) and ants have been clarified, a proposal has been made for a classification 

of the behavioral responses of trophobiont cicadas, and ant care for Hephatus freyi and 

Selenocephalus obsoletus has been established for the first time (Publication V8). A calamity has 

been registered and massive damage from oviposition of singing cicadas on the shoots and leaf 

petioles of various trees, mainly ash trees (Fraxinus spp.) in the field protective forest belts in 

Southern Dobrudzha has been documented, which is of utmost importance for forest protection 

practice (Publication V3). 

In the research outside the candidate's habilitation work, a nymph from the tribe Duiliini was 

found for the first time and it was established that the species Duilius bipunctatus (Hemiptera: 

Fulgoromorpha, Cixiidae) develops very early in the spring, which explains why these representatives 

are considered extremely rare (Publication G2). The mutually beneficial relationships in trophobiosis 

between fulgoromorphs that provide food to the partner (xenobiont) were examined and documented 

in detail, with 126 new illustrated observations out of 267 cases studied (Publication G5). Six species 

of food plants were identified for the newly introduced species Acanalonia conica (Hemiptera: 

Acanaloniidae) in Bulgaria (Publication G6). Two new food plants (Ligustrum lucidum, Liquidambar 

styraciflua) were identified for the newly introduced species Ricania shantungensis (Hemiptera: 

Fulgoromorpha, Ricaniidae) in Turkey (Publication G12). Fifty-seven food plant species of the 

invasive species Pochazia shantungensis (Hemiptera: Ricaniidae) were identified on both sides of the 

Bosphorus in Istanbul, a new predator (Zelus renardii) was reported, the risk of rapid spread of the 

pest in the Western Palearctic was assessed, and valuable features of the biology, ecology, and 

phenology of the species were documented (Publications G7, G12). The microbiomes of species of 

the genus Diaphorina (Hemiptera: Psylloidea, Psyllidae), closely related to D. citri (D. cf. continua 

and D. lycii), were studied using molecular methods (Publication G11). Vertically transmitted 

intracellular symbionts (Ca. Carsonella ruddii and Ca. Profftella armatura) were identified in all 

three species. Four different Wolbachia lineages were identified in all studied species, and 

Liberibacter and Diplorickettsia were also identified in D. cf. continua. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO BIOACOUSTICS. Oscillograms and detailed descriptions of the acoustic 

signals of all 16 species of singing cicadas in Bulgaria are presented (Publication V6). The acoustic 

method has been successfully tested for the identification of the singing cicada Cicada orni 

(Hemiptera: Cicadidae) in the fiel protective forest belts of Dobrudzha (Publication V3). 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DATA PUBLICATION IN GBIF, BOLD AND GENBANK. Datasets containing the 

primary data for all specimens of the superfamily Cercopoidea in the Zoological Collection of Sofia 

University “St. Kliment Ohridski” (8722 specimens, grouped into 6670 collection objects) 

(Publication V5) and the metadata of all collection materials from the infraorder Fulgoromorpha in 

Publication G9 have been published in GBIF. The molecular data for article D4 have been published 

in BOLD and GenBank. 

Special value in the publications of Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov are the high-quality 

macrophotographs of live specimens (laid eggs, nymphs, exuviae or adults) of cicadas and parasitoids 

on them, mainly of taxa new to science and the fauna of Bulgaria: Orientus ishidae (Hemiptera: 

Cicadellidae) (Публикация В2), Cicada orni (Hemiptera: Cicadidae) (Publication V3), 
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Balcanocerus balcanicus and B. agapetomyrmices (Publication V4), species from superfamily 

Cercopoidea and family Cercopidae (Publication V5), signing cicadas (Hemiptera: Cicadidae) 

(Publication V6), species from family Dryinidae (Publication V7), trophobiosis between cicadas and 

ants (Publications V8, G5), Acanalonia conica (Hemiptera: Fulgoromorpha, Acanaloniidae) 

(Publication G6), Tshurtshurnella extrema (Hemiptera: Issidae), Hyalesthes mlokosiewiczi 

(Hemiptera: Cixiidae) (Publication G9), species from the family Aphalaridae (Hemiptera: Psylloidea) 

(Publication G11). 

The report on the contributions to the scientific works of Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov has 

been prepared absolutely correctly.  

 

5. Characteristics of the candidate's publications 

Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov presents a list of 43 scientific publications, of which three are 

related to the topic of the dissertation: one in a journal referenced by Web of Science (WoS) with an 

impact factor (IF) (Publication No. 34), one in a journal referenced by Scopus with SJR (Publication 

No. 37) and one in a journal referenced by WoS without IF (Publication No. 40). 

The candidate's publications are divided into the following categories: 

 Chapters of collective monographs – 1 chapter; 

 Articles in journals from the WoS databases with IF and Scopus with SJR index – 23 articles; 

 Articles in international refereed journals without IF and SJR index – 19 articles. 

The scientific production of Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov fully meets the quantitative 

requirements of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria and 

Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski". In terms of quality, it is very solid and bears a bright 

individual imprint. The majority of the scientific papers have been published in prestigious scientific 

journals with IF (17 articles) and SJR index (6 articles): Biodiversity Data Journal (5 articles), 

Historia naturalis bulgarica (4 articles), Acta zoologica bulgarica (2 articles), North-Western Journal 

of Zoology (2 articles), Insects (1 article), Diversity (1 article), Microbial Ecology (1 article), Acta 

Entomologica Musei Nationalis Pragae (1 article), Check List (1 article), Ecologica Montenegrina (1 

article), Fresenius Environmental Bulletin (1 article), Journal of the Entomological Research Society 

(1 article), Nota Lepidopterologica (1 article), Travaux du Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle 

“Grigore Antipa (1 article). Twelve publications of the candidate have been printed in journals from 

the WoS database without IF: ZooNotes (6 articles), Bulletin of the Entomological Society of Malta 

(3 articles), Acta Entomologica Slovenica (1 article), Biodiversity Journal (1 article), Cicadina (1 

article).  

The publications submitted in the competition are written only in English. Chief Assistant Dr. 

Iliya Gyonov is a single author of 6 publications (15.0%). The rest publications are collective - in co-

authorship with one author (8 publications, 20.0%), two co-authors (11 publications, 27.5%), and 

three or more co-authors (15 publications, 37.5%). 

In the competition for associate professor, the candidate presents 24 scientific works – 8 

publications in the form of a habilitation thesis (Group V, Indicator 4), 15 publications outside the 

habilitation thesis (Group G, Indicator 7), one chapter of a collective monograph (Group D, Indicator 

8). 

The scientific metrics of the publication activity of Chief Assistant Dr. I. Gyonov exceed 1.5 

times the required minimum for the academic position of Associate Professor in "Group V" (145 

points, with a required minimum of 100 points) and 1.3 times in "Group G" (263 points, with a 

required minimum of 200 points). 

The candidate's scientific research activity fully corresponds to the announced competition. It 

is related to the study of various groups of insects, primarily cicadas and other representatives of the 

order Hemiptera.   
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6. Citations of the candidate's scientific works 

In the competition for Associate Professor, Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov has presented a 

list of 40 citations of his publications in 28 scientific publications, referenced and indexed in world-

renowned databases of scientific information (WoS and Scopus). 

The citations were made in some of the most prestigious journals in the field of entomological 

and biological science: Zootaxa (8 citations), EFSA Journal (3 citations), Bulletin de La Société 

Entomologique de France (2 citations), Ecology and Evolution (2 citations), Journal of the 

Entomological Research Society (2 citations), Acta Phytopathologica et Entomologica Hungarica (1 

citation), Acta Zoologica Bulgarica (1 citation), Annual Review of Entomology (1 citation), 

Biological Reviews (1 citation), BMC Genomics (1 citation), Bulletin of Insectology (1 citation), 

Cogent Food & Agriculture (1 citation), EPPO Bulletin (1 citation), Frontiers in Microbiology (1 

citation), Horticulturae (1 citation), Indian Journal of Entomology (1 citation), International Journal 

of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology (1 citation), International Journal of Tropical Insect 

Science (1 citation), Insect Biodiversity: Science and Society (1 citation), Insects (1 citation), Journal 

of Asia-Pacific Entomology (1 citation), Journal of Invertebrate Pathology (1 citation), Nature 

Conservation (1 citation), North-Western Journal of Zoology (1 citation), Plos one (1 citation), 

Scientific Reports (1 citation), Sociobiology (1 citation). 

One of the specified citations (D 31) cannot be accepted. The bioRxiv platform publishes 

preprints for peer review, is not a journal and does not have an impact factor. Without it, the submitted 

citations of Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov are evaluated at a total of 78 points, exceeding 1.3 times 

the accepted minimum for holding the academic position of "Associate Professor" at Sofia University 

"St. Kliment Ohridski" (60 points). 

The candidate also has other citations that are not presented in this competition. His publications 

have been cited 185 times, of which 89 in journals indexed in WoS and Scopus. 

The citations of the works of Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov in reputable scientific journals 

are convincing evidence of the significance of the scientific issues and the quality of the results of his 

research work.  

 

7. Participation in scientific, applied science and educational projects 

Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov has an impressive participation in international and national 

scientific forums. During the period 2001-2024, he presented independently or in co-authorship 22 

reports and 27 posters, where he further popularized the most significant results of his scientific 

research activities. 

He participated in the organization of four scientific forums: Sixth European Hemiptera 

Congress, (Bulgaria, 2013); 18th European Lepidoptera Congress (Bulgaria, 2015); Vth International 

Congress of Taxonomy, Speciation and Euro-Mediterranean Biodiversity (Bulgaria, 2019); 9th 

European Hemiptera Congress (Czechia, 2022). 

During the period 2001-2024, he participated as a leader in 5 and an implementer in 25 national 

and international scientific and educational projects. The projects he led were financed by the 

Scientific Research Fund of the Ministry of Education and Science (2), the Scientific Research Fund 

of the Sofia University “St. Kl. Ohridski” (2) and the Research Institute of the Sofia University “St. 

Kl. Ohridski” (1). The financing of the international projects is from the European Union, the 

governments of Switzerland and Great Britain, the Scientific Research Fund of the Ministry of 

Education and Science and the Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works of the Republic 

of Bulgaria. 

He was awarded five awards – best posters (8th European Hemiptera Congress, Poland 2018; 

Clement's Days – 2022, Bulgaria), 1st prize for best report (International Seminar of Ecology, 

Bulgaria 2024) and best reported projects funded by the Scientific Research Fund at Sofia University 

"St. Kliment Ohridski" (2023 and 2024). 
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The rich expertise is clear evidence of the candidate's professional qualities, attitude and ability 

for teamwork, and his potential for implementing scientific and applied science projects in the field 

of entomology and the country's biodiversity. 

 

8. Critical notes 

The publications of Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov are perfectly executed and fully sustained 

in scientific terms. The only remark is the possibility of a more systematized and informative 

presentation of the reference for the citations of his scientific works, where the qualitative accents 

should have been placed not so much on the cited works, which is done in other lists, but on the citing 

publications.     

 

9. Personal impressions 

I know Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya Gyonov as an extremely competent specialist, unreservedly 

dedicated to his research and teaching activities, which has earned him respect and esteem in 

university and academic circles. In terms of personality, he is incredibly positive, fair and responsive 

to colleagues and friends. He has an amazing ability and attitude for teamwork, which makes him a 

valuable partner for joint scientific developments. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The candidate for the academic position of Associate Professor, Chief Assistant Dr. Iliya 

Vladimirov Gyonov, appears at the competition with a very high-quality scientific output, which 

significantly exceeds the requirements of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff of the 

Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its implementation. His contributions enrich and expand 

world and Bulgarian entomological science with new facts about the taxonomy, morphology, 

faunistics, biology and ecology of various taxonomic groups of cicadas and other representatives of 

the order Hemiptera and establish him as one of the most competent scientists in our country and in 

Europe. An indicator of the high quality of his scientific research is the significant number of citations 

in the most renowned scientific journals. 

The scientific contributions, pedagogical experience and high professionalism of the candidate 

give me reason with full conviction to recommend to the Scientific Jury to elect Chief Assistant Dr. 

Iliya Vladimirov Gyonov as Associate Professor in the professional field 4.3. Biological Sciences, 

Scientific specialty "Zoology of Invertebrates - Entomology". 

 

 

03.05.2025 Signed by: 

Sofia             Corr. Memb. DSc G. Georgiev 

  

        


