OPINION

By Prof. Dr. Plamen Genkov Mitov,
Faculty of Biology, Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski*,
Member of the Scientific Jury, appointed by Order of the Rector of Sofia University No.
RD-38-320/02.07.2025

CONCERNING the dissertation of Monika Pramatarova, a full-time doctoral student in the
Department of Zoology and Anthropology at the Faculty of Biology of Sofia University "St.
Kliment Ohridski", for the award of the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the
Field of Higher Education 4. Natural Sciences, Mathematics and Informatics, Professional
Direction: 4.3. Biological Sciences, scientific specialty "Entomology”, on the topic:
"Research on the family Aphalaridae (Hemiptera, Psylloidea) in Bulgaria”, with scientific

supervisor Assoc. Prof. Dr. Albena Gyonova.

I. General impression of the dissertation work

Overall, the work creates an excellent impression with the variety of methods used for collecting,
processing and analyzing the entomological material. The work is well structured and the individual
chapters are balanced in volume. It is written concisely, competently and clearly. The dissertation is
presented on 208 pages, including 156 figures, 17 tables and 2 appendices and is structured as follows:
Introduction, Literature review, Aim and objectives, Materials and methods, Results and discussion,
Summary of results, Conclusions, Contributions, References, Appendices. A declaration of originality
and reliability is presented separately.

The introduction very well introduces the topic of the dissertation, with several accents in it justifying
the need for such a development. The cited literary sources include 266 titles, 22 of which are in Cyrillic
and 244 in Latin. They are directly related to the topic of the dissertation. A total of 172 of the
publications used were published in and after 2000. Their number shows that the doctoral student is fully
familiar with the research problem reflected in the modern scientific literature, which in turn has allowed
to accurately determine the goal, specific tasks and their implementation and thus to highlight the
original contributions of the research conducted. The literature review provides an idea of the doctoral
student's good awareness, knowledge of the problems and the ability to critically evaluate and use

existing information in the interpretation of one's own data and conclusions.



The topic of Monika Pramatarova's dissertation is related to a current research problem, with an
important scientific and practical focus, relating to the study of the family Aphalaridae (Hemiptera,
Psylloidea) in Bulgaria — an insufficiently studied group of insects in our country, among which there
are also pests of cultivated plants.

This undoubtedly makes the topic of the dissertation both relevant and dissertable and is justified by the
author through the goal set in the study — to conduct a comprehensive study of the family Aphalaridae
in Bulgaria, including an analysis of the taxonomic composition, morphological and biological
characteristics of its representatives and the 12 main tasks associated with it.

The tasks are clearly formulated, the presented methodology is consistent with them, which allowed the
successful completion of the dissertation work. The doctoral student demonstrates good research skills
for planning the study and selecting the appropriate methods and tools related to this study.

It should be emphasized right away that the topic of the dissertation requires from the doctoral student
versatile and in-depth knowledge and practical skills in various scientific areas and disciplines (alpha-
taxonomy, entomology, ecology, trophology, vibroacoustics, phylogenetics, scientific illustration,
digitization and statistics) and excellent knowledge of the literature on the topic. All this was contributed
by the accumulated experience and training that she received during the period of obtaining her
bachelor's and master's degrees, as well as from working on seven research projects, as well as in the
development of her dissertation, to which the scientific supervisor undoubtedly also made an important

contribution.

Il. Opinion on the significance and persuasiveness of the obtained results, interpretations and
conclusions and on the nature of the scientific contributions

The results are presented clearly and are illustrated in an appropriate manner through tables, figures and
graphs. The main text is supported by the author's drawings and photographs (273 scientific illustrations
of male and female genitalia, a library of SEM-microphotographs of various body parts, over 30
macrophotographs of 10 species of leaf fleas), which appropriately illustrate the taxonomic features
important in the determination of these insects. In order to achieve the tasks of the dissertation work,
this brings greater clarity to the morphological and anatomical characteristics of the species presented
in the dissertation and allows for a correct interpretation of the presented results.

Based on the results obtained and their discussion, the doctoral student formulates main contributions,

some of which are of a scientific and some of an applied nature. It should be emphasized that the original



contributions of the present work are of great importance for clarifying the species composition,
chorology, taxonomy, morphology, biology and phylogeny of the Aphalaridae family as a whole.

The contributing elements of the dissertation work relate to the field of the scientific specialty in which
the dissertation is written. | accept the attached reference for the presented 22 main contributions, divided

into 4 groups - Taxonomic and morphological, Faunistic, Biological and Phylogenetic.

I11. Assessment of the quality of scientific works reflecting the research on the dissertation

The attached reference presents 3 collective scientific publications in reputable refereed scientific
journals: one in ZooNotes, the second in Historia naturalis bulgarica [ SIR 0.243 (2023), Q3 (2023)],
and the third in Insects [IF 2.7 (2024), SJR 0.82 (2024), Q1 (2024)]. In all three publications, the doctoral
student is the first author. In this way, Monika Pramatarova meets the requirements for publication
activity related to the dissertation work.

The attached reference also lists 7 participations of the doctoral student in national and international
scientific forums with 3 reports and 4 poster presentations. Of these, one poster and one report were
awarded the award for best report and best poster, respectively. Thanks to his active participation in the
aforementioned symposia, seminars, conferences and congresses, the doctoral student has been able to

introduce the scientific community to the results of his scientific activity on the topic of his dissertation.

IV. Critical remarks

| presented all my critical remarks on the dissertation to Monika Pramatarova during her approbation
and she complied with almost all of them. | have no critical remarks regarding the research methods
used, analysis, or the results obtained. | also have no critical remarks regarding Monika Pramatarova's
scientific output. The doctoral student's publications are of high quality, have been published in

specialized scientific journals and have been subject to peer review.

V. Recommendations
I would recommend that Monika Pramatarova continue with active publishing, striving to further
increase the visibility of her research by focusing on publishing in WoS/Scopus first and second quartile

journals.

V1. Conclusion
The dissertation work developed by Monika Pramatarova in terms of content, volume and structure

meets the requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria
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and the Regulations for its implementation. In the process of developing the dissertation work, the
doctoral student has mastered and successfully used a wide range of classical and modern methods of
collection and analysis, which fully covers the educational part of the claimed degree. The ability to
analyze the results obtained, to search for connections and dependencies between the studied parameters,
to compare them with existing literature data has been demonstrated. The publications on the topic of
the dissertation are in the required volume, and reflect the results obtained in this study. The doctoral
student has presented the results of her dissertation research at 7 scientific forums. The abstract is
presented in Bulgarian (38 pages) and English (36 pages), corresponds to the content of the dissertation
work and reflects the most important highlights of the work.

Based on all the above facts, | positively assess the quality of her dissertation and scientific
publications and believe that she has fully fulfilled the requirements for the educational and scientific
degree "doctor"”, for which | will confidently vote "FOR" its award to Monika Plamenova Pramatarova
in the scientific specialty "Entomology", field of higher education "Natural Sciences, Mathematics and

Informatics”, Professional Direction 4.3. Biological Sciences.

Prepared the opinion:

(Prof. Dr. Plamen Genkov Mitov)
06.09.2024
Sofia



