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This opinion is about the dissertation work of Kiril Ivanov Nikolov, who is a part-time 

doctoral student at the Department of Socio-Economic Geography of Sofia University “St. Kliment 

Ohridski” and is in accordance with the requirements of the Act on the Development of Academic 

Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations on the Conditions and Procedure for Acquiring 

Scientific Degrees and Holding Academic Positions at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. The 

topic of the dissertation is: “Confessional Development of Bulgaria from the Liberation to the Present 

Day - Geographic Distribution, Relationships between the Individual Confessions in the Country, 

Problems and Prospects”. 

The procedure is in the professional field 4.4. Earth Sciences (Geography of Population and 

Settlements - Migrations and Refugee Waves). Structural educational unit: Department of Socio-

Economic Geography, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. 

 

             1. Data about the doctoral student 

Kiril Ivanov Nikolov was born on 12.05.1994 in the city of Sandanski. In 2013 he graduated 

from the Agricultural Vocational High School “Kliment Timiryazev”, the city of Sandanski. In 2017 

he graduated with a bachelor's degree in “Geography” and in 2019 a master's degree in Regional 

Development and Management at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. 

Kiril Nikolov has a professional career in the field of education. He has been a teacher at: 

Sofia Vocational High School of Electronics “John Atanasov”; 9th FLHS “Alphonse de Lamartine”; 

134th SS “Dimcho Debelyanov”; NNMMS “Acad. Lyubomir Chakalov”. Since 24.03.2022 he has 

been an assistant professor in the Department of “Socio-Economic Geography”, Faculty of 

Geography and Geography of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. 

 

             2. Doctoral studies data 

Kiril Ivanov Nikolov was enrolled by order No. RD-20-836 of 15.04.2022, as a doctoral 

student in part-time study in the professional field 4.4. Earth Sciences, doctoral program (Geography 

of Population and Settlements - Migrations and Refugee Waves). Assoc. Prof. Dr. Georgi Kostadinov 

Bardarov was appointed as the scientific supervisor. The topic of the dissertation is: “Confessional 

Development of Bulgaria from the Liberation to the Present Day - Geographic Distribution, 

Relationships between the Individual Confessions in the Country, Problems and Prospects”. 



After passing the doctoral minimums and final completion of the dissertation, the doctoral 

student was discharged and directed for public defense. No violations were found according to the 

statutory state regulations. 

In the announced procedure and according to order No. RD-38-443/18.7.2025, I was 

appointed as a member of the Scientific Jury. At its meeting held on 21.07.2025, I was appointed to 

prepare an opinion. 

 

             3. Data about the dissertation and abstract 

The dissertation is 190 pages long. The exposition consists of an introduction, four chapters, 

a conclusion, references, a list of abbreviations and acronyms. The list of references includes 162 

sources, of which 137 are in Cyrillic and 25 in Latin. Separately, 25 author's cartographic figures and 

5 tables are included. The developed volume allows for full development of the exposition and 

presentation with sufficient graphic means. 

The main methodological requirements for scientific work are met, including - precise 

formulations of the object, subject, goal and tasks, justification of relevance, clarified terminology, 

research methodology and conclusion. 

The dissertation work of doctoral student Kiril Nikolov is interdisciplinary with an original 

and very current topic.  

The abstract corresponds to the content of the thesis and presents the most essential features 

of the dissertation work. 

 

            4. Scientific contributions 

We accept the contributions of the dissertation formulated by the author: 

 The genesis and historical development of the main religions and religious movements 

in Bulgaria over the centuries have been traced and their relationships have been clarified in the 

context of the extremely complex and full of contradictions and twists history of the Bulgarian people; 

 The argumentation and practical implementation of the series of attempts by the state 

authorities to assimilate and Christianize the Muslim ethnic element in the country from the 

Liberation to the present day have been studied; 

 An analysis of the contemporary state of the main religions in Bulgaria and, above all, 

the demographic balance between them in the mixed regions of Bulgaria has been made. It has been 

clarified how it was formed in the 1990s of the 20th century and what the Bulgarian ethno-religious 

model actually represents, and an author's definition of the construction and content of this model has 

been formulated; 

 The reasons and factors that led to the bloody collapse of the ethno-religious peace 

model in Bosnia and Herzegovina since the end of the 20th century have been clarified. Based on 



this, the real threats of such a conflict in Bulgaria in the 21st century have been outlined, taking into 

account and grading the political, geopolitical and purely religious factors that could cause it. 

 

             5. Publications and participation in scientific forums 

On the topic of the dissertation work, 5 publications have been presented (two of them in 

print), which meets the requirements of the Regulations on the terms and conditions for acquiring 

scientific degrees and holding academic positions at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski". They 

are from participation in scientific conferences and have been published in scientific collections and 

journals. 

 

             6. Critical remarks 

The main recommendation to the doctoral student in his future research work is to continue 

to research the contemporary relationships between the different confessions in the country, through 

the development of his own methodology. In this way, his geographical knowledge will gain even 

greater practical significance. 

 

              7. Conclusion 

The presented dissertation of doctoral student Kiril Ivanov Nikolov is a comprehensive work 

with original scientific contributions. The declared goal and tasks have been successfully fulfilled. 

The dissertation work, as well as the publications on it, are the independent work of the doctoral 

student, and meets the requirements of the regulatory documents. 

We give our positive assessment (YES) and propose to the members of the Honorable 

Scientific Jury to vote (YES) for the award of the scientific and educational degree “doctor” to Kiril 

Ivanov Nikolov in the professional field 4.4. Earth Sciences (Geography of Population and 

Settlements - Migrations and Refugee Waves). 
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