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I would like to begin with something that adds value to Kristina Stoyanova’s work and turns 
her dissertation into an extremely important and timely text. In a time when not only in our 
country but globally, attempts are being made to discredit European values, this 
dissertation, through conscientious work and practical evidence, strongly justifies the 
meaning and importance of the philosophy of a united Europe and its values, understood 
as respect for democracy, the rights of others, freedom of expression, the role of education 
and knowledge, and more. Moreover, placed in the context of the Erasmus program, these 
values are presented as motivating the choices and lives of the younger generations in 
Europe, opening up a debate on the future of the European Union. 

More specifically, Kristina Stoyanova’s dissertation meets the requirements for the 
educational and scientific degree “Doctor,” as it addresses a problem that has not been 
examined from the perspective of the philosophy underlying it—namely, the ideological 
foundation and practice of the Erasmus program within the context of multiculturalism. 
This allows Kristina Stoyanova to trace the genesis of the phenomenon, to open up key 
topics such as the formation of cultural identity and intercultural dialogue, and to position 
them within the broader context of European policies and values. The dissertation 
emphasizes the history of Erasmus, the functioning of the program, and most 
importantly—how these values are integrated into education and the lifestyle of the 
younger generations. 

Particularly significant is the survey developed and summarized by Kristina Stoyanova, as it 
allows her to broaden her conclusions. The aim of the survey is to explore the perspectives 
of respondents with different experiences related to the Erasmus+ program in order to 
provide a more comprehensive view of the interaction among participants in various roles 
and to present their opinions, conclusions, and experiences on specific issues. The general 
conclusion reached is that Erasmus+ is a sustainable initiative, and its users highly value 
the benefits of the program. 



Special attention should be given to the theoretical part, in which Kristina Stoyanova 
addresses multiculturalism. Drawing on numerous authoritative studies, the work presents 
multiculturalism as a phenomenon linked to a wide range of intellectual and political 
movements initiated by various ethnic and religious minorities, feminist and gay groups 
over the past two or three decades of the 20th century. It concludes that as an ideology, 
multiculturalism opposes the idea of societal homogeneity and supports the assertion of 
cultural and identity diversity. From a sociological perspective, it describes the ways in 
which a society copes with cultural diversity. It is based on the belief that representatives of 
different cultures can coexist harmoniously, thus enriching society. The dissertation 
suggests that in the realm of political philosophy, multiculturalism relates to the 
formulation and implementation of official policies promoting equal treatment of different 
cultures, and that its emergence is associated with societies where multiple cultures 
coexist, further intensified by migration waves, decolonization, etc., which reignite the 
debate on how to understand and respond to challenges related to cultural diversity based 
on ethnic, national, and religious differences. The overarching conclusion is that 
multiculturalism effectively opposes the “melting pot” theory, in that it does not encourage 
blending or assimilation, but insists on the preservation of differences. All of this makes 
Kristina Stoyanova’s observations both important and timely. 

The abstract accurately reflects the content, ideas, and contributions of the dissertation. 
The bibliography is substantial and appropriately utilized. 

Based on all the above, as well as the meaningful combination of theory and practice in 
this study, I confidently give my vote for awarding Kristina Stoyanova the educational and 
scientific degree “Doctor” in the professional field 2.1 Philology, Academic Specialty: 
"General, Indo-European and Balkan Linguistics." 
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