EVALUATION STATEMENT

by prof. Kristian Bankov, DSc, New Bulgarian University

(scientific position, scientific degree, name, surname, educational/scientific institution)

for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the professional field 2.1. Philology
with a dissertation on the topic: "Erasmus+ mobility in the context of European policies for multilingualism
and multiculturalism",

presented by Christina Ivanova Stoyanova, PhD student at the Department of General, Indo-European and
Balkan Linguistics at the Faculty of Slavic Philology

with scientific supervisors Assoc. Prof. Dr. Daria Karapetkova and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Fotini Christakouda

I. Assessment of the qualities of the dissertation

The dissertation proposed by Kristina Ivanova Stoyanova on "Erasmus+ Mobility in the Context of
European Policies for Multilingualism and Multiculturalism” is a study of high relevance, although quite
unusual in terms of goals and method. The topic falls within the scope of priority areas in the contemporary
linguistics and language policy of the European Union and is relevant in the context of increasing
international mobility and geopolitical processes in Europe.

The development is distinguished by a multidisciplinary research approach and relatively clearly
formulated goals related to tracking the interaction between learning mobility and linguistic and cultural
diversity within the EU. The author makes a detailed and systematic review of document sources, analyzing
basic concepts such as multilingualism, multiculturalism, interculturalism and transnationalism. The
literature base is diverse, including current publications, normative documents of European institutions, as
well as own observations on the functioning of the Erasmus+ program.

One of the original aspects of the work is the combined methodological approach — combining
theoretical analysis, documentary review and empirical research through a survey of 31 respondents. The
methods used were selected appropriately according to the object and objectives of the study, and the analysis
of the results, although too small, was carried out correctly. The empirical part contributes to the overall
value of the dissertation by illustrating the real impact of the Erasmus+ programme on the linguistic and
cultural development of the participants.

The dissertation has no theoretical ambitions, but through systematization of data and critical analysis
of existing theoretical ideas, the author manages to offer new interpretations and elaboration of already
established concepts. There are concrete conclusions on the sustainability of the Erasmus+ programme, its
social and cultural impact, as well as on its contribution to the achievement of the European Union's strategic
objectives in the field of language learning and intercultural understanding.

There is also a good command of academic style and language, in compliance with grammatical and
punctuation norms. The compositional structure of the text is consistent and logical — from the introductory
presentation of the problem, through the separate theoretical and empirical chapters, to the conclusions and
formulated contributions. The abstract fully summarizes the main highlights of the dissertation and correctly
reflects its goals, methodology and results.

With regard to the research apparatus, the work shows a high degree of bibliographic awareness.
Current and significant sources are cited, both in Bulgarian and in English, which corresponds to the topic
of transnational character.
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II. Dissertation Research Contributions

The contributions of the candidate's dissertation are not entirely obvious, but they exist. They do not
represent a theoretical novelty or proof of new hypotheses, but have a pronounced contribution in terms of
enrichment, critical analysis and application of existing knowledge in a new context — that of European
linguistic and cultural policies presented through the Erasmus+ programme.

A part closer to the theory is the interpretation of the concepts of multilingualism, multiculturalism,
interculturalism and transnationalism in the light of the contemporary language policy of the European
Union. The author successfully identifies the links between these concepts and the practical implementation
of the Erasmus+ program, proposing a conceptual framework for the analysis of cultural and linguistic
mobility. This helps to further develop already established research approaches, taking into account the
contemporary European reality — including post-Brexit and new geopolitical and cultural challenges.

The evaluation of the contributions in the dissertation is enhanced by the fact that the empirical part also
includes the above-mentioned survey among participants in the Erasmus+ program, which allows the
analyses and systematization of materials to be related to real attitudes, experiences and results. These results
could even be applicable in practice — both at the institutional level (to improve access to the programme
and its effectiveness) and to formulate recommendations in the field of language education and cultural
exchange.

With regard to the publications related to the dissertation, there is a good degree of thematic coherence
between them and the main accents of the research. They are an indicator of the candidate's active research
commitment to the chosen issues and testify to her ability to argue and communicate her research ideas to
the academic community.

Notes and recommendations

First of all, in view of the further research activity of the candidate, it is recommended to expand the scope
of the empirical material by including a larger and more diverse sample of participants in the program. This
would increase the representativeness and validity of sustainability conclusions, especially with regard to
regional, social and institutional differences. In addition to the survey method, a qualitative approach could
also be applied — for example, semi-structured interviews or focus groups to provide more nuanced
interpretations of the participants' experiences.

Secondly, a stronger distinction between the concepts of multiculturalism and interculturalism is
recommended, which should better reflect the contemporary debates in the European scientific and political
scene. In places in the text, the two concepts overlap in terms of use, although they carry different
philosophical and political connotations.

As for the stylistic and linguistic side of the work, the text is written at a good academic level. However,
in some places it is possible to achieve greater synthesis by shortening or editing descriptive passages in
order to increase argumentative density. This would also improve the readability of the text, especially in
chapters with a more abstract content.

In view of the candidate's future research, consideration could be given to integrating a comparative
perspective — for example, a comparison between the implementation of the Erasmus+ programme in
different EU countries — in order to derive models of good practice and specific challenges.

Conclusion
The dissertation submitted for an evaluation "Erasmus+ mobility in the context of European policies for
multilingualism and multiculturalism" corresponds to the requirements for applied research and deserves a

positive assessment. I propose that Kristina Ivanova Stoyanova be awarded the educational and scientific
degree PhD in the professional field 2.1. Philology.
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