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Dissemination vs Communication

Promote/facilitate the use of 
the project / research results

Broader PR type activity reaching 
out to society as a whole



Why even bother communicating science 
to the non-specialist public?

Trust

Scientific 
literacy



A really good story!





© Max Planck Neuroscience 





The communication process

Sender Encoding Message Channel Receiver Decoding





If you talk to a man in a language 
he understands, that goes to his 
head. If you talk to him in his own 
language, that goes to his heart. 
Nelson Mandela



Кажи му „аго“ да му стане драго. 
българска поговорка



The single biggest 
problem of 
communication is the 
illusion it’s taken 
place.

George Bernard Shaw 



Overview of the Essential Elements 
for Effective Science 
Communication (EEES) framework 
(adapted from Wack et al., 2021). 
Elements are organized into 
interrelated strategic categories of 
who, why, what, and how. The 
element of purpose is broken down 
into important SciComm objectives 
as defined by Besley et al. (2018)



7 good questions to answer for yourself
who

for 
whom

what

whenhow

where

why



What?



Why?



Why science?





Role models



But also: the future of jobs



Who? 
Who for? 

Who with?



Know your audience



Who are they?
barriers

What 
happens if 

left out

Who do 
they trustWhat 

makes 
them tick

What are 
their 

biases

habits

What do 
they do





Inclusion and special ed
https://bom.org.uk/learning-inclusion/

https://bom.org.uk/learning-inclusion/


Science & Art: 
The Smithsonian
https://americanart.si.edu/education/k-
12/resources/science 

https://americanart.si.edu/education/k-12/resources/science
https://americanart.si.edu/education/k-12/resources/science


So many ways 
to cut the pi(e)
• Written / oral  
• Direct participation / contribution, 

co-authorship 
• Stand-alone / longitudinal / 

regular
• Engage / inspire / include / 

encourage 
• Interdisciplinary  
• Fundamental / new research 
• …



• Art: photo / video / theatre / dance / music 
/ books / poetry

• On stage: show, presentation, panel 
discussion; competitions

• Pre-formatted: Café Scientifique;  A Pint of 
Science; Science Ambassadors, TEDx

• Festivals, science centres

• Websites, blogs, podcasts, social media
• Media interviews, articles
• Open lab 
• Workshops
• Citizen science



https://www.youtube.com/@BeautifulScienceBG 

https://www.youtube.com/@BeautifulScienceBG








• right means of expression 
• + right tone of voice 
• + right audience 
• + the right place 
• + at the right time 
• = communication / impact of message 



A dozen of Lyubov’s top tips
- Be clear (to yourself) re your 
communication goals 
- Care about the details – ask!
- Think it through, plan and practise 
- Tailor content/tone to your audiences 
- Start with the most critical information
- Confidentiality / legal
- Avoid jargon (and abbreviations!)
- Visualise / contextualise data 
- Dress appropriately (be yourself)
- Body language
- Share your passion (let your eyes 
speak)
- Be confident (you’re the expert!)
- Get training



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hzgzim5m7oU


Thank you! 
Lyubov Kostova

lyubov.kostova@gmail.com 
www.beautifulscience.bg 

mailto:lyubov.kostova@gmail.com
http://www.beautifulscience.bg/
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