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 Qualification description 
Specialty:  Theology 
Master’s Program: CHRISTIAN PILGRIMAGE  
1. Focus, educational goals
 The Master’s Degree Program in Theology – Christian Pilgrimage is organized and conducted at the initiative of the Department of Historical and Systematic Theology within the Faculty of Theology at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”.

The program is designed for:

    Theologians who seek to engage in catechetical and missionary service through the various forms of Christian pilgrimage.

    Professionals in the tourism sector (particularly those working in tourism agencies, cultural and religious heritage tour guiding, and pilgrimage destination management) who wish to specialize in the field.

    Officials and specialists within national, regional, and municipal administrations involved in the development and promotion of pilgrimage tourism, cultural heritage, and spiritual legacy.

    Enthusiasts dedicated to Christian pilgrimage, who wish to deepen their knowledge in Christian culture, spiritual and ecclesiastical practice, or acquire professional skills that would enhance their career prospects through entrepreneurial and educational church-community initiatives in this field.

    Graduates from other (non-theological) disciplines interested in exploring the spiritual treasury of Orthodox theology and the Christian traditions of the region in a practical and applied manner through pilgrimage-related initiatives.

Throughout the learning process, the program provides in-depth and systematic training in Christian theology, faith, and culture, as well as insights into Church life and practice. At the same time, the Master’s program aims to prepare specialists with the necessary skills for successful professional realization and career development in this dynamically evolving field. 

2. Training (knowledge and skill necessary for successful professional activity; general theoretical and special training, etc.)
The Master’s Program in Christian Pilgrimage is offered in two formats:

    A four-semester track for non-specialists

    A two-semester track for specialists

Both are conducted in a part-time study format.

The first two semesters serve as a foundational phase, designed for non-specialist students, covering fundamental disciplines from the four branches of theology. The specialized module, covering the third and fourth semesters, is intended for specialist theologians and non-specialists who have completed the first two semesters.

Admission Requirements

The conditions and procedures for student admission are determined by the Regulations of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski". Candidates must hold a state-recognized Bachelor's degree, regardless of their field of study.

    Admission for non-specialist applicants includes an interview.

    Specialist applicants applying for state-funded positions must pass an oral examination based on a designated syllabus.

    A minimum GPA of “Good” (or higher) from the Bachelor's degree is required.

Program Structure:
    Duration: 2 semesters

    Practical training (Field work) includes pilgrimage study trips to major pilgrimage destinations.

    The program concludes with a Master’s thesis defense, carrying 15 ECTS credits. Students must submit a thesis proposal no later than two weeks after the start of the third semester.
3. Professional and general competencies, specific competencies
Graduates of the Master’s Program in Christian Pilgrimage will be able to:

    Develop a comprehensive system of theological knowledge, theoretical and practical skills applicable to Christian pilgrimage initiatives and Church-community engagement related to such activities.

    Maintain and update their knowledge in alignment with the advancements in Orthodox theological scholarship and its interdisciplinary aspects, ensuring sustainable professional growth and personal integrity.

    Apply interdisciplinary methods in both academic training and practical pilgrimage activities, incorporating history, geography, psychology, culture, classical languages, and journalism to enhance and solidify their expertise.

    Conduct their professional activities in accordance with Christian faith and values, meeting the high expectations of contemporary society.

    Develop approaches for professional practice and social adaptation, aligned with their specialization and the unique focus of the Master’s program.

The Master’s Program in Christian Pilgrimage is characterized by its forward-looking and prestigious nature, making it an appealing choice for young professionals seeking career realization in a context that integrates modern academic standards with the spiritual values of the Christian world. 

 

4. Professional development (according to the National classification of professions and positions in the Republic of Bulgaria.
Career Opportunities for Graduates of the Master’s Program in Christian Pilgrimage. Graduates who obtain a Master’s degree in Christian Pilgrimage will have the opportunity to:
    Serve as employees within the Bulgarian Orthodox Church (BOC).

    Plan, organize, and conduct pilgrimage journeys both domestically and internationally, either within the framework of existing organizations or through their own entrepreneurial initiatives.

    Work as administrative staff in church and civil administration.

    Serve as experts in non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and associations engaged in issues related to religion, culture, and church-social activities.

    Pursue further education at the doctoral level (PhD).

    Participate in various continuing education programs.
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          3 от 4

[image: image2.wmf] 

 

_1392623831.doc
[image: image1.png]





�












