REVIEW
of the Ph.D. thesis for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree Doctor
in professional field 2.1. Philology; Scientific specialty Literature of the peoples of
Europe, America, Africa, Asia and Australia (Albanian literature)
entitled
National Myths and Symbols in Albanian Poetry.
Thematology and imagology

Author: Kosovare Krasnigi, extramural Ph.D. student
at the Department of General, Indo-European and Balkan Linguistics,

Faculty of Slavic Studies, Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski

Reviewer: Prof. Dr. Penka Danova,

Institute for Historical Studies — Bulgarian Academy of Science

Kosovare Krasnigi is a citizen of the Republic of Kosovo and her Ph.D. thesis is
written in Albanian. Its volume (246 standard pages), the cited poetry samples and
scientific references (160 items), as well as the remarkable number of the author’s
scholarly works — three monographs and twenty scholarly articles in Albanian,
published in periodicals and collections, constitute a solid guarantee for the successful
defense of the dissertation for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree
“Doctor”. The abovementioned facts reveal the serious commitment of the doctoral
student to the issues related to imagology, national myths and Comparative Balkan
Literary Studies.

I got acquainted with Kosovare Krasniqi’s work after the request to participate in the
Department’s discussion on the final version of the thesis, the Bulgarian language
abstract and the other requisite materials according to the law and regulations, thanks
to the kind invitation of Assoc. Prof. Russana Beyleri, the doctoral student's scholarly
supervisor. Beyleri and the Balkan Studies researchers have involved K. Krasnigi into
an important and significant topic. It allows the doctoral student, on the one hand, to
assimilate the achievements of foreign imagology (viewed both as Western and
Balkan as represented by theoreticians from Romania, Croatia, Bulgaria and other

countries), and on the other hand - to apply them to large number of representative



samples of Albanian poetry, which the doctoral student introduces the Bulgarian
reader to.

The goal of the thesis is to examine the forms and the manner in which national myths
and symbols function in the poetry of the 20th century Albanian writers, as well as to
track the influence of the identified themes on the collective consciousness of the
Albanians from Kosovo, Albania, North Macedonia, among the diaspora in Italy and
elsewhere. The samples of Albanian poetry are the major subject of analysis and
conclusions. Scientific books and articles reflecting controversial issues in the
theoretical fields of literary imagology, comparative literary studies, etc. are not left
out. The author's approach, both in the first of seven chapters of the dissertation and
further on, is from the general to the particular. In my opinion, it is fully justified,
given the theoretical dimensions of the work and the repeatedly emphasized by
Krasnigi statement that imagology has remained almost completely outside the scope
of the Albanian literary studies. This is the logical ground for the particular weight of
the third chapter dedicated to imagology, in the exposé. Here too, the approach is
from the general to the particular — from the emergence of imagology in the Western
world to its application to literary phenomena and problems of the Albanian literature
and literary theory. A significant place is dedicated to the Balkan intellectuals’
perceptions of Kosovo and to the disputes in resolving the complex dilemma national
language — national literature. In this context, the dispute-dialogue between Tirana
and Pristina about the role and place of the Albanian writers and poets in the pan-
Balkan cultural space is also examined. The text dedicated to the concept of homeland
in the Arberesh or Italian-Albanian poetry (paragraph 3.8) left a strong impression on
me. This part convincingly poses and resolves the issues of how the “other self” is
viewed, as well as the “crossing of borders” (understood as milestone concept of
comparative literary studies) not only in space, but also in time — Read Arbéresh, son.
It’s like talking to Skanderbeg. In this paragraph, as well as in the subsequent
chapters, which are very well reflected in the abstract, the author's analysis is

illustrated by poems in Albanian, quoted in parallel Bulgarian translation.

The fourth chapter demonstrate the doctoral student's good knowledge on the
contributions to Bulgarian Albanology (Boyka Sokolova, Russana Beyleri, etc.), as
well as reveals her as a connoisseur of Thoma Kacori’s and Blaga Dimitrova’s poetic

legacy, especially when related to the topic of Kosovo. In the next chapter, again, the



literary image of Kosovo is the subject of analysis through the life and work of the
Turkish poet Mehmet Akif Ersoy and of poets who emigrated from Kosovo to
Albania in the 1960s. The common ground is the imagological reading of the topic. A
natural continuation of the Kosovo theme is the sixth chapter, dedicated to national
myths in Albanian literature. The approach to the topic is already familiar to the
reader - from the general to the particular, from scientific monographs dedicated to
myths, to some concrete national myths (the myth of Skanderbeg , the legend of the
dead brother, etc.). The so-called myth of Kosovo, i.e. the Battle of Kosovo of 1389,
has definitely gained the greatest weight in this section. The national myths come as
logical succession of the previous theme, in Chapter 7 where the national symbols are

introduced, through an analysis of Italo-Albanian poems.

The conclusions and the contributions of the Ph.D. thesis stated in the abstract are
logical and naturally follow the author's analysis. The presented text efficiently
defends the author’s assumption that national myths and symbols demonstrate

nation’s culture and the extent to which this people is ready to defend their identity.

The abovementioned provides sustainable reasons to confidently vote PRO the

awarding of the educational and scientific degree "doctor" to Kosovare Krasnigi.
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