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1. Relevance and significance of the scientific problem being developed

Organized crime represents one of the most serious challenges facing modern societies,
as its manifestations affect not only national security, but also the economic and social
development of individual regions. The study of the influence of organized crime networks on
regional development is of particular importance, since criminal structures can undermine
institutional stability, distort market mechanisms and hinder the sustainable growth of local
economies.

The modern globalized world provides new opportunities for the development of
organized crime networks that take advantage of the weaknesses of state institutions, corruption
and economic instability. The influence of these structures is manifested through:

e Illegal economic activities — smuggling, drug trafficking, human trafficking, money
laundering and illegal arms trade.

e Infiltration of the legal economy — creation of criminal businesses that undermine
competitiveness and distort the economic environment.

e Corruption and influence over institutions — manipulation of local government, the
judiciary and law enforcement agencies.

Researching the impact of organized crime on regional development is critical for the
formulation of effective counter-strategies. An integrated approach is needed, including
enhanced institutional coordination, international cooperation, and raising public awareness of
the threats that organized crime poses to socio-economic development.

The scientific approach and methodology used by Nadya Petrova-Serafimova in her
dissertation are clearly visible . The doctoral candidate made an accurate and objective

assessment of the state of the scientific problem before starting her work , i.e. she conducted a



thorough analysis of previous research in the relevant scientific field, identifying the main
challenges, unresolved issues and possible directions for development. Knowledge of the main
publications on the topic is a key element of a quality dissertation work, as it provides a solid
theoretical foundation and allows the researcher to build on existing knowledge.

Secondly, the doctoral student has skillfully formulated the object and subject of her
research. She has clearly distinguished between the general field of research (the object) and
the specific aspect that will be analyzed within the dissertation (the subject). The precise
formulation of these two concepts is essential for any scientific research, as it ensures clarity
and direction of the scientific work.

The next part of the text emphasizes that the main goal of the research is clearly defined
and well-founded. In addition, this goal is broken down into specific tasks , which were
gradually solved in the course of the research. This approach of decomposing the goal into
separate tasks facilitates the systematic and logical development of the dissertation work, with
each solved task contributing to the completeness and completeness of the research. Here the
emphasis is on the consistency and structure of the scientific process.

Nadya Petrova-Serafimova used appropriate methods that contributed to the
achievement of her research goals. Among them are analysis and synthesis , which are key to
the processing and systematization of information; induction and deduction , which allow both
drawing general conclusions from specific examples and applying theoretical principles to
specific cases; document analysis , which involves the study of scientific works, official

reports, statistical data and other sources of information.

2. Evaluation of the structure and content of the dissertation

The dissertation contains 229 pages and includes an introduction, five chapters, a
conclusion and a list of references. I believe that this structure is fully appropriate for achieving
the goals and solving the main research tasks.

Chapter one analyzes the different models of organized crime. The doctoral candidate
argues that there is no single model of a transnational criminal organization, but that there are
significant differences in their size, internal structure and methods of operation in different
regions. Four classic models are presented — clans, hierarchy, networks and markets, as well as
an additional typology based on partnerships, client networks, ethnic heritage and syndicates
controlling the market through violence. Chapter one also includes a critical analysis of the
different definitions of cross-border organized crime and a review of the legal framework for

countering it.



Chapter two examines the production and distribution of drugs as a criminal activity.
Particular attention is paid to the monopolization of drug trafficking by certain criminal
networks, as well as the drug situation in Bulgaria in 2023 and early 2024. In my opinion, this
analysis demonstrates the doctoral student's ability to deal with complex public problems that
are directly related to national security.

Chapters three and four are dedicated to illegal migration, deportation and human
trafficking. They analyze the global, European and national dimensions of these processes. It
is particularly emphasized that these chapters demonstrate both the serious theoretical training
of the doctoral student and her practical experience in operational and investigative activities.

Chapter five is dedicated to organized crime in Bulgaria and its role as an obstacle to
balanced regional development. This part formulates key conclusions and recommendations,
which I consider to be well-argued. I note, however, that some parts of chapters three and four
could have been included in chapter five for a better balance in the volume of the chapters, but
I emphasize that this is a matter of choice for the doctoral student and her supervisor.

At the end of each chapter, the doctoral student formulates conclusions, and at the end
of the dissertation, she presents summarized conclusions and recommendations. This
demonstrates her ability to summarize scientific results and draw practically applicable
conclusions.

One of the most significant contributions is the section “Suggestions for improving the
regulatory framework regarding cross-border criminal networks.” These suggestions are aimed
at improving the legislative framework and would be useful both for experts in the field and
for employees of the Ministry of Interior and security services.

In conclusion, I confirm the high scientific value of the work, noting that the doctoral
student demonstrates in-depth knowledge of the topic and makes valuable contributions with
practical dimensions. My conclusion is that the dissertation generated new knowledge that has

direct application in practice.

3. Abstract and publications on the dissertation

The abstract meets the required standards . It is prepared according to the established
academic requirements, both in terms of structure and content , and in terms of formal criteria
such as volume, layout and clarity of the presentation. The abstract is an independent work . It
is not just a mechanical collection of parts of the dissertation, but a synthesized and logically

arranged presentation of the main ideas, methods and results of the research. It gives readers



the opportunity to quickly and clearly familiarize themselves with the most important aspects
of the dissertation work, without having to read the full text.

I accept the publications , stating that they ensure the publicity of the research results,
ensuring that the scientific community and interested parties can familiarize themselves with
the development. The published materials not only promote the doctoral student's scientific

discoveries, but also provide an opportunity for feedback from other specialists in the field.

4. The presence or absence of plagiarism

I believe that all sources used have been cited in good faith . The doctoral student has
indicated the authors and works from which she drew information. The dissertation complies
with the academic rules for citing and referencing foreign research. There is no
misappropriation of other people's ideas, which could lead to academic misconduct.

No plagiarism has been identified , nor have any reports of such been received — neither
in the dissertation nor in related publications. There have been no reports from other scholars
or institutions that challenge the originality of the research. The dissertation meets the standards
of academic integrity and does not contain unauthorized use of other people's works without
appropriate citation.

Nadya Todorova Petrova-Serafimova's dissertation does not violate academic ethics

and her research is the result of original and independent scientific work .

5. Critical notes, recommendations, questions

The dissertation addresses an important and topical issue, but to be even more
comprehensive, a stronger emphasis could be placed on methodology, regional specificities,

critical analysis of the legal framework, and geopolitical aspects.

Questions:

1. To what extent can the results of the dissertation be generalized to other territories?

2. Is the negative impact the only possible effect of organized crime on regional
development , as it is possible in some cases that criminal networks provide economic
activity (for example, through the shadow economy), which could lead to ambiguous
effects ?

3. What factors make some regions more vulnerable to organized crime than others?



6. Conclusion

Nadya Petrova-Serafimova is presented as a well-prepared researcher, which means
that she has deep knowledge of the topic of the dissertation, the ability to apply scientific
methods to analyze complex social processes, and the ability to structure her research in a way
that provides clear results. This is a key characteristic for any doctoral student, as he is expected
not only to know the topic, but also to contribute to science with his own research and original
conclusions.

The author has approached her dissertation methodologically correctly. She has chosen
appropriate scientific methods that correspond to the research problem. She has clearly
formulated the goals and objectives of the dissertation. She has made logically connected
analyses that lead to significant conclusions. This is a fundamental criterion for a successful
dissertation, because without a clear methodology, the research may remain unstructured or
insufficiently substantiated.

Her work has concrete conclusions that contribute to the understanding of the influence
of organized crime networks on regional development. The dissertation should offer new
concepts, models or practical recommendations that can be used by academics, politicians or
experts in the field. It is important that the dissertation work is not simply theoretical, but leads
to real analyses and recommendations.

In this regard, I propose to the esteemed scientific jury to award the educational and
scientific degree of "Doctor" to Nadya Petrova-Serafimova in the specialty "Administration

and Management" (Regional Development).
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