OPINION
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Author of the dissertation: Nadja Tododrova Petrova-Seraphimova

Topic of the dissertation: Organized Criminal Networks and their
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Factors and Trends.

1. Data on the applicant and the procedure

Nadia Todorova Petrova-Serafimova was born in the town of Sofia. She is
a native of Sofia, where she completed her secondary education. In the period
1994-1999 she studied at the University of National and World Economy, where
she obtained the Master's degree in Accounting and Control. In the period 2006-
2011, she studied Law at the “Neofit Rilski” University and graduated with a
Master's degree. Her work experience is in the system of the Ministry of the
Interior, currently she works in the General Directorate of the National Police.

By Order No. RD20-197 dated January 25, 2022, the PhD student was
enrolled as a part-time doctoral student in the doctoral programme "Regional
Development™ of the professional field 3.7. Administration and Management,



Department of Regional Development, with scientific supervisor Prof. Tony
Draganov Traykov.

The PhD student has passed all the necessary exams, which are provided
in her individual plan. During her studies, she submitted a dissertation, which is
why by Order No. RD-20-2421 dated November 11, 2024, she was dismissed
with the right of defense. The dissertation was discussed in the Department of
Regional Development at SU, GGF, and a positive opinion was given for
initiation of a procedure for its public defense.

By Order No. RD-38-695 dated December 17, 2024, of the Rector of SU a
Scientific Jury was appointed and a date for public defense was set.

In accordance with the requirements of the Law for the Development of the
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its
application, the dissertation student has submitted the necessary documents in
connection with the procedure for awarding the educational and scientific degree
"Doctor".

2. Relevance of the dissertation topic

In the last two decades, the focus on criminal networks globally and
regionally has intensified as the deepening processes of globalization and
digitalization have resulted in easier communication and interaction between
criminal groups from different countries. Also, e-banking has made it possible to
easily transfer significant flows of money between remote areas, which in turn
makes it more difficult to control money laundering from illicit activities.

The topic of the dissertation is focused on the study of the factors and
tendencies that determine the creation and functioning of organized criminal
networks in a regional aspect. As a consequence of the study, adequate preventive
and follow-up measures can be taken to prevent criminal practices. These are the
circumstances which make it possible to carry out an up-to-date study of
organised crime networks in a regional context.

3. Structure of the work and content of the individual chapters.

The dissertation consists of 229 pages, which include content,
abbreviations, and bibliography. A total of 179 sources in Bulgarian and English,
legal acts, strategies, etc., were used. The dissertation contains tables and
photographs that illustrate the main theses of the author. The footnotes are 217,



the citations are correct, but as a remark it should be noted that when referring to
Internet sites there is no date on which they are visited.

The paper consists of an introduction, five chapters and a conclusion and
meets the established requirements for structuring a dissertation. The introduction
Is from page 6 to page 17, the first chapter covers from page 18 to page 48, the
second chapter - from page 49 to page 77, the third chapter - from page 78 to page
157, the fourth chapter - from page 158 to page 193, the fifth chapter - from page
194 to page 204, and the conclusion — from page 205 to page 201, which shows
that the dissertation work is balanced. The larger volume of the third chapter is
justified in view of the matter dealt with in it.

The language of the dissertation is clear and precise. The dissertation is
technically designed according to the requirements approved by practice.

In the introduction, the dissertation student focuses on the relevance of the
chosen topic and outlines the object, subject, purpose of research, research tasks
and research methods. In terms of its content, the introduction fully meets the
requirements established by practice.

The first chapter of the dissertation is entitled "Models of crime
organization".The dissertation discusses the classical models such as clan,
hierarchical, network and market models, outlining their characteristics and
peculiarities. Definitions of organized crime and organized criminal group are
given. It also examines the legal framework for countering organised crime,
paying particular attention to the legal definitions of an organised crime group,
providing a critical analysis and suggestions for improving the legislation.

The second chapter of the dissertation is entitled "Drug Production and
Distribution - Purpose and Mode of Organization”. The chapter contains up-to-
date static data on the production and distribution of new types of drugs. Attention
Is paid to the legal framework at national and supranational level. It examines the
institutions and their competences in the field of combating drug production and
distribution and the treatment of drug addicts. The dissertation discusses in detail
the channels that have been established for drug distribution. As can be seen, due
to the geographical position of our country, all the channels that operate in the
Balkan Peninsula pass through the Republic of Bulgaria, but also other channels
pass through it - for example, from South America. A separate part of the chapter
analyses the situation of drug production and distribution in the country.

The third chapter is entitled "Irregular migration and deportation™. It points
out that, again due to its geographical location, the Republic of Bulgaria is a
corridor for migration. It examines the legal framework at supranational,



European and national level. Special attention is paid to the State Agency
"National Security" and the Directorate General for Combating Organised Crime.
The state borders of the Republic of Bulgaria are examined and the places from
where migration flows pass are identified.

The fourth chapter is entitled 'Trafficking of human beings'. The
dissertation rightly points out that human trafficking can be considered in
different aspects: political, economic, psychological, criminal, social,
educational, international, governmental, legal. The dissertation discusses in
detail the ways in which people are persuaded to go abroad and then describes
the methods by which they are forced against their will to engage in illegal
activity.

The fifth chapter is entitled "Organized Crime in the Republic of Bulgaria
- an obstacle to its balanced regional development™. | would recommend that this
chapter be included as conclusions to the other chapters.

The conclusion draws findings in relation to the study carried out. The
systematisation of the proposals made for improving the legislation should be
mentioned as a positive feature.

The author indicates 3 publications on the topic of the dissertation.

The abstract meets the requirements and correctly reflects the main points
and scientific contributions of the dissertation.

| have not received any signals of plagiarism, and the candidate has also
submitted a declaration of originality of the dissertation.

| believe that Ms. Serafimova's scientific output meets the minimum
national scientometric indicators for the defense of a dissertation.

4.Conclusion

In the process of her development as a researcher, Ms. Nadia Petrova-
Serafimova demonstrates potential for theoretical thinking. Her creative approach
is also proven by the proposals for improving the current legal regulations in the
field of organized crime networks.

Based on the above, | believe that the presented scientific publications and
practical activities of the candidate meet the requirements of the Law on the
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Rules for its



implementation. Given the positive characteristics of the dissertation made in the
opinion, and in particular the ability of the doctoral student to independently
develop a difficult in legal, theoretical and practical terms problem of particular
relevance, | PROPOSE the Scientific Jury at SU to award to Ms. Nadia Todorova
Petrova-Serafimova the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the field of
higher education 3. Social, economic and legal sciences. Professional field: 3.7.
Administration and Management. Scientific specialty: Regional Development.

March 2025 Best regards:
City of Sofia (Prof. G. Minkova)



