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1. Relevance and Significance of the Research Problem 

The topic of the dissertation is undoubtedly relevant and socially significant. 

Organized crime, particularly transnational crime, poses a serious threat to national 

security, economic development, and public order. Its impact on regional 

development is a complex issue requiring scientific analysis, particularly in the 

context of globalization and European integration. 

The author convincingly argues the necessity of an in-depth study of this 

problem, emphasizing the role of state institutions and international cooperation in 

counteracting criminal networks. The inclusion of topics such as illegal migration, 

drug and human trafficking, as well as their effects on the investment climate and 

social stability, demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of the interrelations 

between crime and regional development. 

The research is based on a rich theoretical foundation, analyzing both 

international legal frameworks (the United Nations Convention against 

Transnational Organized Crime) and national laws, which contributes to its scientific 

validity. 

2. Evaluation of Scientific Results and Contributions of the Dissertation 

The dissertation consists of an introduction, five chapters, conclusions and 

recommendations, surveys, interviews and opinions, a summary of the dissertation’s 

contributions, and a list of referenced literature. The total volume is 229 pages. 

The dissertation presents several significant scientific contributions: 

• Analysis of models for organizing crime – the author classifies and examines 

different criminal structures (hierarchical, network-based, clan, and market 

models), providing a solid theoretical foundation for further research in the 

field. 

• Assessment of the impact of organized crime on regional development – a 

detailed examination of the channels through which criminal networks affect 

the economy, migration, and security in different regions. 

• Legal and institutional framework – a comparative analysis of international 

and national legislation is conducted, with recommendations for improving 

regulatory frameworks, which has high practical value. 

• Use of empirical data – the analysis of trends in human trafficking, drug 

trafficking, and illegal migration in Bulgaria and the EU makes the research 

applicable for developing counter-crime strategies. 



• Recommendations for improving institutional coordination – the author 

provides concrete guidelines for enhancing coordination among various 

institutions responsible for combating organized crime. 

The applied analytical methods – historical, comparative, survey, and 

statistical analysis – are appropriately selected and contribute to the reliability of the 

findings. 

3. Statement on the Presence or Absence of Plagiarism 

A review of the dissertation did not reveal any indications of plagiarism. 

Numerous scientific sources, international reports, and legal documents are properly 

cited, adhering to academic referencing standards. The references to both foreign 

and Bulgarian studies are clearly identified, demonstrating correctness in the use of 

external ideas. 

It is recommended that in future publications and further developments of the 

topic, contemporary academic articles from leading journals in criminology and 

regional development be incorporated. 

4. Critical Remarks and Recommendations 

Despite the dissertation’s strengths, several recommendations for 

improvement can be made: 

• More detailed economic analysis – while the study examines the impact of 

crime on the investment climate, it would be beneficial to provide quantitative 

data on economic losses caused by criminal networks. 

• Expansion of empirical data – although trends in organized crime in Bulgaria 

are analyzed, incorporating comparative data from other EU countries would 

enhance the study’s scope. 

• Evaluation of the effectiveness of government policies – while legislative 

measures are outlined, it would be useful to analyze their practical outcomes 

through real case studies and statistical evidence. 

• Greater focus on prevention – the dissertation primarily discusses mechanisms 

for combating crime, but more emphasis could be placed on preventive 

measures and best practices from other countries. 

These critiques do not diminish the dissertation’s value but rather offer 

directions for its further development in future academic research. 



5. Conclusion 

The dissertation by Nadya Todorova Petrova-Serafimova is a comprehensive, 

in-depth, and timely study of organized crime and its impact on regional 

development. The scientific results have both theoretical and practical significance, 

and the proposed measures could be beneficial to state administration and law 

enforcement authorities. 

Considering the scientific results achieved, the relevance of the research, and 

the quality of the presentation, I give my positive evaluation and recommend to the 

esteemed members of the academic committee the awarding of the educational and 

scientific degree "Doctor" in Professional Field 3.7. Administration and 

Management, Doctoral Program "Regional Development" to doctoral candidate 

Nadya Todorova Petrova-Serafimova. 
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