
            

   

OPINION 

 

From:             Prof. Dr. Petar Borisov Borisov, DcS 

                        Agricultural University – Plovdiv, 

                        Professional field 3.8. Economics 

                        Scientific specialty "Production Organization and Management" 

                        (Industries and sub-industries). 

Appointed as a member of the scientific jury by order of the Rector of Sofia University 

"St. Kliment Ohridski" - No. RD-38-695/17.12.2024 

 

Regarding: procedure for defending a doctoral degree in the field of higher education 3. Social, 

economic and legal sciences, professional field 3.7. Administration and management, 

scientific specialty "Regional Development", at the Faculty of Geology and Geography 

 

Author of the dissertation: Nadia Todorova Petrova – Serafimova 

 

Topic of the dissertation:  Organized crime networks and their impact on regional development. 

Determining factors and trends. 

 

Scientific supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Toni Traykov 

 

 

1. GENERAL PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATE 

The dissertation candidate studied under the doctoral program at the Faculty of Geology and 

Geography of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" in the scientific specialty "Regional 

Development". The training was carried out in part-time form with a duration of up to 4 years. 

The candidate has acquired two master's degrees as follows: (1) Master's degree in Accounting and 

Control from the University of National and World Economy - Sofia in the period 1994 - 1999, (2) 

Master's degree in Law from the South-West University "N. Rilski" in Blagoevgrad in the period 2006 

- 2011. 

Ms. Serafimova's professional career began as an inspector in the Economic Police sector in 2000 

and continued to hold this position until 2011. In 2011, she took the position of inspector in the General 
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Directorate of the National Police in the Financial and Credit System and Industry and Trade sectors, a 

position she continues to hold to this day. The candidate holds numerous certificates of completed 

additional qualifications, which prove his desire for career development and improving the quality of 

his profession. Author and editor of a textbook entitled - "Guide to Counteracting Fraud Related to 

Encroachments on the European Budget". The doctorate also has experience as a lecturer at the 

Academy of the Ministry of Interior, where he teaches topics related to countering economic crimes 

(from 2013 to the present) and at the International Banking Institute, where he teaches topics related to 

countering banking fraud. The doctoral student has participated in 4 international projects related to 

improving qualifications and acquiring new knowledge and competencies. He is fluent in Russian, 

English and Serbian. 

 

2. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PHD THESIS  

• Structure, volume 

The dissertation submitted for opinion is 229 pages long. The dissertation is structured in the 

following divisions - introduction, presentation in five chapters, conclusion and literature used. The 

structure of the work chosen in this way allows to achieve the intended goal of the research, as well as 

to develop in depth the logical framework of the research. 

• Assessment for: relevance of the topic; goal; tasks; object; subject; main thesis of the 

dissertation 

In his dissertation, the doctoral student defines in the introduction the relevance of his chosen 

topic. I agree with the arguments for relevance thus highlighted by the author and support the idea 

that it is necessary to conduct scientifically based research in the field of countering organized 

crime networks. 

The purpose of the studyis to analyze the international and domestic legislation and the 

interaction and coordination between state bodies with functions to counter criminal networks and 

to formulate priority guidelines for improving the interaction to fill the identified deficits in the 

system. The defined goal is well specified and corresponds to the chosen topic of the dissertation 

research. 

The author of the dissertation determines the solution of 6 (six) scientific tasks, namely: 

- Determining the organizational characteristics of organized crime; 

- Clarification of the essence, subject and tasks of regional development; 

- Clarification of basic concepts related to the topic, as well as the impact of organized crime on 

regional development; 
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- Identify the legal regulation of drug trafficking and human trafficking, and analyze illegal 

migration across the border; 

- Studying the activities of the main state bodies, the interaction and coordination between them 

with functions to counter these criminal networks; 

- Formulation of guidelines for improving the interaction between state bodies to counter 

criminal networks, in order to reduce their negative impact on various aspects of the country's 

regional development, including its investment climate. 

I believe that the scientific tasks selected in this way provide an opportunity to analyze the subject 

of research in depth and, to the extent possible (considering the restrictive conditions of a dissertation 

research), to synthesize findings, conclusions and generalizations regarding the state of the processes 

under study. 

It is an honor for the doctoral student to have correctly defined both the subject and the object of 

research, which gives him the opportunity to defend a high level of scientificity of his dissertation work. 

I define this result as a consequence of the effective communication between the doctoral student and 

his scientific supervisor, taking into account that the part-time form of education extremely burdens the 

work of the scientific team and sets high demands on it. 

In order to achieve the research goals and objectives, the author formulates a working hypothesis, 

which should be proven or rejected in the course of the study. The working hypothesis is based on the 

statement that organized crime, with its activities, violates fundamental human rights and freedoms, is 

a threat to national security and the economic well-being of the country. Criminal activity should be 

reduced to minimal, socially acceptable levels, by constantly improving the interaction between state 

bodies, local government bodies and civil society. 

The working hypothesis formulated in this way allows it to be objectively verified through the 

methodological approach selected by the doctoral student. I believe that the doctoral student has 

managed to correctly and objectively verify the reliability of his working hypotheses in the course of 

the dissertation research. In solving the tasks to achieve the goal, methods of analytical methodology 

were used. Based on the analysis of the main factors and trends in organized crime, the aim is to make 

specific proposals for improving the regulatory framework for combating drug trafficking, human 

trafficking and illegal migration. 

 

3. EVALUATION OF THE OBTAINED SCIENTIFIC AND APPLIED SCIENTIFIC 

RESULTS 

• The emphasis is on the main scientific and/or scientific-applied results achieved in the 

dissertation work. 
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I believe that the dissertation submitted for opinion is to a very high degree complete and free from 

"boring" factuality. I can state that the dissertation is a complete original study of the research problem 

and has its merits in terms of organizing and systematizing the results of the research work of the 

doctoral student and his scientific supervisor. The theoretical analysis performed and the formulated 

research methodology; the analysis and assessment of the state of the subject of research performed, as 

well as the proposed proposals for improving the prevention and fight against organized crime networks 

are entirely the work of the doctoral student. Nadya Serafimova has managed to solve the scientific 

tasks set in the dissertation research and has objectively verified the reliability of her scientific 

hypothesis. All this gives me reason to believe that the goal of the dissertation has been achieved and 

it is a fully completed scientific product. 

 

4. EVALUATION OF SCIENTIFIC AND APPLIED SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

The dissertation and abstract submitted for opinion highlight contributions of a scientific and 

scientifically applied nature. The contributions can be attributed to two areas: (1) enriching the existing 

theory of prevention and counteraction to organized crime networks and (2) providing specific solutions 

for adapting national legislation to the existing threats arising from the activities of organized crime 

networks. I confirm that the dissertation clearly highlights the scientific contributions I have indicated 

and they are the result of the scientific research carried out by the doctoral student. 

  

5. EVALUATION OF PUBLICATIONS RELEVANT TO THE TOPIC 

PhD student Nadya Serafimova, within the framework of her studies as a part-time PhD 

student, has published a total of 3 publications, as follows: 

1. Petrova, N. Organized crime in the Republic of Bulgaria - a brake on its balanced regional 

development”, Geography and Regional Development, Sozopol, 2023 

2. Petrova, N. Tasks of the Bulgarian Border Police for Guarding the External Border of the 

European Union, Geography and Regional Development, Sozopol, 2024 

3. Petrova, N. Nitrous oxide is toxic, "Public Education", 2024 (in press) 

I believe that through these three publications, the doctoral student has managed to popularize the 

main results of his dissertation research. 

 

6. EVALUATION OF THE SUMMERY 

• An assessment is given of the correctness and degree of reflection of the content of the 

dissertation work in the abstract. 
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The abstract submitted for review objectively reflects the structure and content of the dissertation 

work. The abstract fully describes the goal, objectives, main thesis, object and subject of the research, 

the methodological apparatus used, as well as the results of the research conducted, and the objectively 

formulated conclusions. No further corrections to the abstract are required and it can be submitted in 

this form when registering the doctoral student with NACID. 

 

7. CRITICAL NOTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

           I have no significant comments on the documents provided for the preparation of an opinion in 

the procedure for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree "doctor" by the candidate. 

 

8. CONCLUSION 

The materials submitted for participation in the competition meet the requirements of the Law 

on the Promotion of Research and Development of the Republic of Bulgaria and the regulations for its 

implementation. All requirements for the scientific and teaching activities of the doctoral student have 

been met. The candidate has presented sufficient scientific and applied scientific contributions. 

          With full conviction, I give my POSITIVE assessment and recommend to the other esteemed 

members of the Scientific Jury to vote FOR AWARDING the degree "Doctor" to Ms. Nadya Todorova 

Petrova - Serafimova in the professional field 3.7. Administration and Management, scientific specialty 

"Regional Development". 

 

 

 

Date: February 6, 2025         Prepared the opinion: ………. 

Plovdiv 

                                                                            /Prof. Dr. Petar Borisov/ 


