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1. Data about the PhD student and the procedure 

The candidate Krasina Radomirska has a professional classification Master's degree in 

Geography - Development and Management of Rural Areas, acquired in the Faculty of Geology 

and Geography (FGG) in 2020. In the period 2021-2024 she is a regular doctoral student at the 

Department of Socio-Economic Geography. As of 01.03.2024 she has been dismissed from the 

doctoral program with the right to defense. 

The dissertation and the self-abstract are presented in a completed form. A reference on 

the fulfillment of the minimum national requirements, a declaration of authorship, a protocol 

for checking originality and other accompanying documents are attached. Five scientific 

publications of the author are associated with the development of the dissertation work. No 

violations were found during the procedure. 

2. Data about the dissertation work 

Krasina Radomirska's dissertation research is dedicated to the current issues of rural 

development in Bulgaria. This relevance is predetermined by the intensive and diverse 

processes of demographic, economic and social transformations in the second half of the 20th 

century and the first decades of the current century. The identification of the scope, functional 

profile and the most pressing problems facing rural areas is a scientific task of exceptional 

importance for regional development and the organization of the national territory. 

The presented work contains all the mandatory attributes of a dissertation: a complete and 

logically structured exposition (about 220 pages) with introduction, four chapters and 

conclusion, a list of 160 literary and Internet sources, tabular appendices, reference to the 

contributions of the research. The main text includes more than 50 figures - maps and diagrams. 

The introduction justifies the topic's topicality. The basic methodological parameters 

were defined - object and subject of the research, etc. The research hypotheses required a more 

precise definition. The first chapter is devoted to the theoretical and methodological 

foundations. The main concepts, key terms, theories, concepts, approaches to identification and 

previous contributions on the topic are clarified. The content suggests the theoretical 

preparation of the candidate, but exceeds the needs of the current work. At the same time, 

regardless of the conceptual distinctions made, the author uses the terms as interchangeable. 

The next two chapters include a geographical analysis of rural areas in Southwest 

Bulgaria, synthesis of socio-economic profiles and classification of municipalities-rural areas 

within the scope of the definition before 2023. The last, fourth chapter outlines the views of the 

dissertation on the development prospects with emphasis on the role of digitalization, 



specialization and modernization of agriculture, specialized types of tourism and opportunities 

for small and medium-sized businesses. Here some of the conclusions are based on a survey 

"Access to social and digital services in rural areas of the Southwest region" conducted in 

autumn 2024. The results are presented in summary and do not provide additional arguments 

for classification. 

The conclusion of the dissertation is sufficiently complete and substantive. It 

convincingly presents the most important conclusions of the author, as well as some guidelines 

for the application of the acquired knowledge in regional development practice and in sectoral 

policies. 

The self-abstract (53 pages) accurately reflects the content of the thesis and the 

achievements of the doctoral student. The publications on the topic of the dissertation meet the 

requirements quantitatively and qualitatively. 

3. Scientific contributions of the dissertation work 

The author's reference to the contributions of the dissertation work indicates a total of 

eight scientific and applied contributions. Overall, I accept this self-assessment, but with some 

clarifications and adjustments. The dissertation work successfully adapts already applied 

research methods and this gives positive results. Incidentally, the dissertation itself correctly 

refers to the achieved and methodology of other authors. The contribution to the research 

methodology is not equivalent to the development of one's own "methodology" (Contribution 

1) and such is not expected from a doctoral dissertation. The contribution of the dissertation is 

the justification of economic profiles of rural areas in the Southwest and their application in the 

classification scheme. The methodological contributions are the experience of developing 

complex assessments with the application of demographic, social and economic indicators, and 

the parallel application of quantitative and qualitative methods. 

The theoretical and methodological contributions of the work include the confirmed 

connections between the dynamics in the demographic and economic development of rural 

areas, and the location in relation to the main urban centers, especially the capital. The author 

correctly evaluates and highlights some limitations of the study, in this case - the impossibility 

of detailed distinctions at lower territorial levels (settlements and land). The dissertation 

expands and updates the empirical knowledge about a generally well-studied region of the 

country with a high degree of urbanization and specific conditions for the development of rural 

areas caused by natural factors. 

The dissertator's recommendations for adapting regional strategies to the most pressing 

needs and problems of rural areas, and especially for strategic planning of educational and 

social policies in them. The optimization of resources in this regard can serve as a model for 

socio-economic integration of rural areas with deteriorating social and demographic 

characteristics. An essential guideline is the proven need for investment in social infrastructure, 

promotion of entrepreneurship at the local level and diversification of economic activities to 

achieve sustainable development in rural communities. 

4. Recommendations 

A further reading of the work could have avoided stylistic and spelling errors, 

unwarranted terminological duplications and some contradictory or at least non-corresponding 

statements. The methodology and results of the classification of rural municipalities and the 



survey should have been set out more precisely. Remarks could also be made about the volume, 

quality and informativeness of the graphic materials. 

5. Conclusion 

The complete acquaintance with the presented dissertation work gives me reason to define 

it as an original and completed scientific research, carried out under competent scientific 

guidance. Scientific results have been achieved that satisfy the requirements for obtaining the 

degree of "doctor". 

The dissertation of Krasina Borislavova Radomirska meets the requirements of the Law 

on the Development of Academic Staff and the resulting regulations. I express a positive 

opinion and will vote "For" the awarding of the educational and scientific degree "Doctor", 

calling on the members of the esteemed scientific jury to also vote positive. 
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