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1. DATA ABOUT THE PHD STUDENT

The full-time PhD student Krasina Borislavova Radomirska was born on
10.12.1996 in the city of Kyustendil. In 2015, she graduated from the Foreign
Language High School "Dr. Petar Beron" in Kyustendil, with intensive studies in
English and Spanish. Between September 2015 and September 2021, Krasina
Radomirska obtained a Bachelor's degree in Geography with a teaching
qualification and a Master's degree in "Development and Management of Rural
Areas" at the Faculty of Geology and Geography, Sofia University “St. Kliment
Ohridski.” Since March 2021, she has been a full-time PhD student in the
Department of Social and Economic Geography at the Faculty of Geology and
Geography, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski,” in the professional direction
4.4. Earth Sciences (Economic and Social Geography — Socio-economic Profiles
of Rural Areas in Bulgaria).



Her professional experience includes various positions. From 05.11.2018 to
04.01.2019, Krasina Radomirska worked as a check-in desk agent for passenger
and baggage registration at "Swissport Bulgaria" AD, Sofia, located at Brussels
Blvd. 1. This role included welcoming passengers, verifying their identity,
answering questions, providing information about their flights, and coordinating
with airport security and transport services.

From 23.10.2019 to 24.01.2020, she worked as a technical assistant at the
National Institute of Geophysics, Geodesy, and Geography at the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences. Her professional duties included processing and analyzing
geographical data, including satellite images, geographic information systems,
and other geospatial data, to extract information and draw conclusions.

Between February 2020 and July 2020, Krasina Radomirska served as a junior
office manager and human resources assistant at GAN Software Services BG
EOOD, located at G. S. Rakovski St. 42, Sofia, an IT company. Her main
responsibilities involved negotiating with potential clients, government
institutions, and specialized firms, as well as preparing reports and statistics
needed for negotiations.

Since 03.04.2024, Krasina Radomirska has been employed as a "Programs and
Projects" specialist at the Municipality of Chuprene, Asen Balkanski St. 55. She is
responsible for planning and managing municipal projects, developing project
proposals, and evaluating the effectiveness and outcomes of implemented
programs and projects.

The PhD student is fluent in English and Spanish and possesses excellent
communication and organizational skills for teamwork, critical thinking, and a
sense of responsibility and understanding towards colleagues. These skills have
been developed through work in various countries in Europe and America.
Particularly valuable was her collaboration with Latin Americans and Chinese
during professional training in Spain. Her technical skills and competencies
include proficiency in MS Office products such as Word, Excel, Google Earth,
Google Docs, Sky Assist, Sheets, and others. Krasina Radomirska has participated



in projects for strengthening the municipal capacity of the Municipality of
Chuprene, as well as in international Erasmus projects and seminars in Europe
and America.

2. DATA ABOUT THE PhD PROGRAM

Krasina Borislavova Radomirska was enrolled as a full-time PhD student by
Order RD 20-681/25.02.2021 in the professional direction 4.4. Earth Sciences,
PhD program "Economic and Social Geography" — Socio-economic Profiles of
Rural Areas in Bulgaria, in the Department of Social and Economic Geography,
starting from 01.03.2021 to 01.03.2024. Her scientific supervisor is Assoc. Prof.
Dr. Plamen Georgiev Patarchanov.

By Order RD 20-692/27.03.2024 and a decision of the Faculty Council of the
Faculty of Geology and Geography at Sofia University from 19.03.2024 (Protocol
No. 4) and an electronic report from the Dean of the Faculty of Geology and
Geography (Ref. No. 70-09-115/25.03.2024), Krasina Radomirska was de-
registered with the right to defend her dissertation due to the expiration of her
enrollment period as of 01.03.2024. The dissertation was discussed and
approved for defense at an extended meeting of the Department of Social and
Economic Geography at the Faculty of Geology and Geography at Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski,” held on 03.12.2024 (Protocol No. 109).

3. DATA ABOUT THE DISSERTATION AND AUTHOR'’S ABSTRACT

The dissertation submitted for review on the topic "Classification and socio-
economic profiles of rural areas in the Southwestern region" is 223 pages of main
text and another 29 pages, including a list of information sources used,
appendices and scientific contributions. The detailed list of literature used
includes a large number of titles by domestic and foreign authors, as well as
specialized publications and Internet sources.

The topic of the dissertation is topical and of great social importance,
especially in light of the existing disparities in the socio-economic and
demographic development of individual regions and their constituent
administrative units in our country. The dissertation includes an introductory
part, four chapters and a conclusion. It can definitely be said that the individual
parts are in a logical sequence, corresponding to the goal and objectives of the
scientific research. Regarding the title of the dissertation, | believe that it could
be supplemented and thus acquire the following form: "Classification and socio-
economic profiles of rural (rural) areas in the Southwestern region of Bulgaria.



In the introductory part of the work, the doctoral student successfully
substantiates the relevance and significance of the topic, highlighting the many
challenges facing rural areas in Bulgaria. Among them are the weak
competitiveness of the rural economy compared to the industrial and service
sectors, the underdeveloped technical and social infrastructure, the technical
and technological backwardness, as well as the strongly expressed demographic
and social problems, the degradation of the settlement network, etc. At the
same time, the author of the study points out the existing and present-day
opportunities for the development of rural areas with a more rational use of the
existing local conditions and resources. In this regard, according to her,
opportunities for the revival of settlements in the indicated areas should be
sought and found. In line with this idea, the main goal of the dissertation work is
set, related to the classification and analysis of the socio-economic profiles of
rural areas in the South-West region. To achieve this goal, the doctoral student
has formulated an optimal number of tasks, the solution of which leads to the
final positive result of the scientific research.

In Chapter | of the dissertation work, the theoretical and methodological
foundations of the study are presented in a systematized form. The content of
this part shows a very good knowledge on the part of the doctoral student of the
basic concepts used and the views of the various authors on their essence and
method of application. For obvious reasons, special attention is paid to the basic
concepts of the study “rural” and “rural” region. The justification for the choice
of “rural region” over “rural area” is associated with the very content of this
concept, which refers to “territories with lower population density, serious
deficits in infrastructure development and low diversity of economic activities”.
In this regard, the author's view that the concept of "rural region" is more
compatible with the specifics of the studied territory and "provides a more
complete and adequate framework for description and analysis, which is of
essential importance both for the purposes of scientific research and for public
policies aimed at regional and local development" can be accepted as fully
justified.

An important place in the theoretical content of Chapter | is occupied by
Section 1.2. Methodological aspects of the study. In addition to listing the various
sources of information, it also lists a wide range of research methods and
approaches used in the study. The achieved balanced combination of
guantitative and qualitative methods and their adaptation to the specifics of the
research object has allowed the doctoral student to achieve a comprehensive



understanding of the socio-economic profiles of rural areas in the Southwestern
region of Bulgaria.

The content of Chapter Il of the dissertation represents a kind of complex
analysis of the rural areas in the South-Western region. Following a certain
logical sequence, the doctoral student has made a comprehensive
characterization of the natural features, cultural and historical development, the
modern demographic situation, the state of the settlement network and other
factors and conditions influencing the development of rural areas in this part of
the territory of Bulgaria. An example in this regard is the analysis of the
demographic situation in the South-Western region, including the tracking of
territorial differences in the main demographic indicators and the structural
characteristics of the population. In section 2.2. the administrative-territorial
changes in the studied territory are adequately linked to the changes in its
borders as a result of the three consecutive wars in which Bulgaria participated
during the period 1912-1918. In this regard, it is noted that after the Balkan War
(1912-1913) the current Southwestern region received a significant territorial
expansion in the south, and after the First World War (1914-1918) it lost the
Western outskirts with Bosilegrad and Tsaribrod, as well as the city of Strumica
with its adjacent territory. For the overall improvement of the content of
Chapter I, the following recommendation can be taken into account:

The determination of the title of item 2.4. "Analysis of the social
infrastructure" raises a question related to the need for an analysis of the
relevant technical infrastructure in the region. In this regard, | consider it
necessary to pay greater attention to the state of transport and communication
links, which can be an important factor in reducing the rate of depopulation of
rural areas. As a continuation of these considerations, another question arises
related to the expected positive impact of the construction of the railway line
from transport corridor No. 8 and the overall construction of the Struma
motorway.

The most significant in terms of scientific contributions and their practical
applicability is the content of chapters Ill and IV. The contributing moments in
them are associated with the original author's views on the selection of
indicators and criteria for differentiation of rural areas, as a basis for their
classification within the South-West region. The opportunities and prospects
outlined in chapter IV can be assessed as no less significant, as well as the
author's recommendations for the development of rural areas within the



boundaries of the studied territory. Quite naturally, priority attention is paid to
innovative technologies and opportunities for stimulating small and medium-
sized businesses, activities and production related to agriculture and forestry,
some types of tourism, taking into account local natural features and cultural
and historical heritage.

The abstract in a volume of 53 pages corresponds to the content of the
dissertation work. It has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of
the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria
and the Regulations for its implementation. A list of the author's publications on
the topic of the dissertation is attached to the abstract.

The attached documents of Krasina Borislavova Radomirska include a
Declaration of Authorship of her dissertation research on the topic:
"Classification and Socio-Economic Profiles of Rural Areas in the Southwest
Region".

4. SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS

In accordance with the requirements, a reference is attached to the abstract
with a total of 8 scientific contributions, of which 5 are defined as scientific and
4 as scientific-technical. In general, | accept the content of the scientific
contributions, having certain considerations regarding their formulation and
number. The first 5 contributions can be defined as scientific-theoretical, and the
remaining 4 as scientific-applied. In accordance with what has been said, the first
group includes contributions related to the theoretical and methodological
foundations of the study and the definition of basic concepts used in its
implementation. In this sense, contributions 1 and 2 can be combined under the
general title "Development of an author's methodology for the classification of
rural areas in the South-West region, including their systematization by
economic profiles, as well as the definition of some basic concepts”. Among the
contributions that can be defined as scientifically applied, the implementation of
the author's "Multidisciplinary analytical approach” in the analysis of socio-
economic and demographic processes in rural areas stands out. The
"classification model in regional planning" proposed by the author, providing
opportunities for the socio-economic integration of rural areas, can also be
defined as significant for practice. The same can be used by state bodies and
institutions as a tool for strategic planning of investments and implementation
of social policies in certain territories. In this sense, the indicated original



author's research methodology can be defined as applicable to other rural areas
in Bulgaria.

5. PUBLICATIONS AND PARTICIPATION IN SCIENTIFIC FORUMS

In connection with the dissertation work, author's publications have been
presented that are related to the topic of the scientific work and reflect essential
moments of its content. The publications have been printed in periodicals and
anniversary scientific publications, as well as in collections of reports from
scientific conferences. The doctoral student participated with author's reports at
the Scientific Conference "Geography and Regional Development" in Sozopol
(2021) and the National Youth Scientific and Practical Conference of the
Federation of Scientific and Technical Unions in Bulgaria in Sofia (2021).

6. CONCLUSION

The presented dissertation examines current and significant issues
related to the development of rural areas in the Southwestern region of Bulgaria.
The analysis of its content shows that the main goal has been achieved, and the
tasks related to its implementation have been fulfilled. Taking into account the
complete nature, the indicated scientific contributions and the other positive
gualities of the dissertation, | propose to the Honorable Members of the
Scientific Jury to award the doctoral student Krasina Borislavova Radomirska the
educational and scientific degree of "doctor".

25.01.2025 Prof. Dr. Toni Dr. Traykov



