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OPINION 

by Professor Boyan Yordanov Kulov, Institute for Climate, Atmosphere and Water Research, Bulgarian 

Academy of Sciences, Member of the Scientific Jury 

 

The submitted documentation complies with the requirements of the Law on the Development of 

Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its implementation.  

In terms of the volume and structure - 158 pages of main text, consisting of an introduction, four 

chapters, and a conclusion, as well as appendices and references used, totaling 191 titles and separately 

98 citations plus 22 Internet sources, all, without exception, in Latin - the submitted dissertation and 

abstract comply with the requirements of the above-mentioned Act, the Regulations of the training 

organization, as well as the specificity of the topic under study. It is noteworthy that the appendices, 

which, for some unexplained reason, begin their numbering after the end of the text with the number 

3(?!), and after number 10, again without explanation, they switch to being numbered with letters of the 

Latin alphabet (at least this time starting with the first letter!). The lack of an indication to which part of 

the text the appendix refers gives the wrong impression of detachment of the appendices from the text 

itself, greatly hinders the reader and in practice deprives the thesis of the so important functions of the 

appendices in it. However, it must be stressed that, despite the above remarks, Martin Iliev's proposed 

work is excellently illustrated in the text itself. 

Not enough attention has been paid to punctuation in the citations. The same format is not used in the 

reference of the literature sources used, which the dissertator could be particularly careful about in his 

future publications. However, the number of sources cited is extremely rich, and their relevance 

undoubtedly ensures the topicality of the research presented, as well as the importance of the chosen 

topic of study. The same very positive conclusion is valid for the cited literature presented in the 

dissertation underlined.  



The structure and content of Martin Iliev's dissertation correspond to its title. I have a comment on the 

incorrect mixing and use of the terms 'methodology' and 'methodology' in sections 2 and 3. The 

numbering of the sub-paragraphs in point 3.1 is incorrect, and there is an inconsistency between the use 

of the terms 'space' and 'territory' between points 3.1 and 3.1.4, the difference between which is of 

fundamental geographical importance. In the present case, this inconsistency creates an ambiguity as to 

the researcher's understanding of the object of his research, which must not be permitted. The title of 

the fourth section should also be refined to mean '...a model of the morphology of the urban 

environment...' rather than the urban environment in all its aspects. I also disagree with the placement 

of the contributions in the conclusion of the dissertation, which has merit in its own right. I accept and 

congratulate the author for the excellent contributions in the abstract, which objectively represent his 

achievements. 

The very good theoretical and methodological preparation of the author must be mentioned. In spite of 

numerous claims for its use, it is very rare to find in Bulgaria such a high level of understanding and such 

a successful application of the systems approach in geographical research, which seems very promising 

for Martin Iliev's future research. The work presented by him possesses all the scientific characteristics of 

a complete dissertation, based on an excellent handling of the state-of-the-art scientific and technical 

tools of geospatial technologies. Considering also my personal impressions from his fieldwork, I can state 

with sufficient confidence that Martin Iliev possesses all the necessary skills for independent scientific 

research. I congratulate the applicant for submitting, as part of the dissertation, two articles in English, 

published in reputable journals and recommend that he also turn to independent publications, despite 

their relative unfashionability. No plagiarism has been identified.  

It is with great pleasure that I propose the members of the esteemed Scientific Jury to award the 

candidate Martin Borisov Iliev the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the scientific specialty 

"Cartography - Thematic Geographical Mapping". 
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