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 Qualification Description 
 
Bachelor’s Degree Program: International Trade and Investment 
 

1. Aims and Educational Objectives 
"International Trade and Investment" in English aims to prepare qualified professionals for work in specific sectors of the economy - international 
economic relations, trade, and investments. The program is focused on high-level professional training, involving the acquisition of skills in the field of 
international and public finance, international economics and law, international entrepreneurship, access to international markets, international 
investments and innovations, risk assessment skills, and more. The goal of the specialty is to prepare students to participate in the global economy and 
society. Students will gain basic knowledge of assessing the institutional qualities of mechanisms for foreign direct investments, such as international 
joint ventures and their negotiation, and strategic management decision-making in the field of investments and international trade. The aim is for 
students to acquire knowledge of structural and procedural issues in selected policy areas and functional areas of international management. 
The curriculum has a strong interdisciplinary character, offering a combination of economic, business, legal, accounting, financial, and investment 
disciplines. The specialty aims to develop national expertise in preparing specialists in international economic relations by building on the experience of 
leading higher education institutions in the EU and OECD, which are established centers for scientific research and higher education and are part of the 
networks of AMBA, AACSB, OECD (Financial Literacy Initiative), the European Investment Bank, and others - with which the Faculty of Economics and 
Business Administration at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" already has established relations. 
Prepared and motivated specialists from the program can engage in real business environments thanks to practical training in international economic 
relations, international trade, and investments, which is included in the training plan. 
The Bachelor's program "International Trade and Investments" in English is open to all candidates who have completed secondary education and have 
English language proficiency at a minimum level of B2 according to the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 
 

2. Description of the educational content (knowledge and skills required for a successful professional realization; general and theoretical 
background, specific areas of study, etc.) 

The specialization is based on high international standards and contemporary teaching methods, with continuously updated material resources 
(including hardware, software, and information) fully meeting the needs of the students, allowing extensive use of information technology capabilities in 
the learning process. The Faculty of Economics and Business Administration has a well-developed wide network of academic, business, and 
institutional partnerships, which are inevitably involved in the development and updating of the educational content and curricula. 
Courses in the curriculum are developed by a teaching team composed of proven experts from academic and business backgrounds, providing 
comprehensive theoretical and practical foundations on various aspects of international economic relations, international trade, and investments. Real 
business cases, economic and financial modeling, current issues related to international law and investment promotion, as well as a range of trade 
agreements, rules, and regulations, are covered within the training. 
The duration of the program is 4 years (eight semesters) and includes mandatory, elective, and optional training organized in the form of lectures, 
seminars, practical sessions, coursework projects, and case studies, as well as internships. Sessions are conducted not only by university 
representatives but also by guest lecturers from foreign universities, and representatives from the business community participate in individual lectures. 
The training is structured as follows: 
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• Basic training – mandatory courses building the professional specialization of a bachelor in international trade and investments, developing 
students' knowledge and skills in economics, trade, law, finance, entrepreneurship, and other areas necessary for successful performance in 
various organizational and managerial functions. 

• Specialized Training – additional mandatory and elective training in the areas of technological innovations and business models, sustainable 
development and environmental economics, business intelligence in international trade, financial data analysis, etc. Students have the 
opportunity to deepen their knowledge of general economics and business English, French, and German, and/or begin studying Chinese. 

• Optional training according to the students' preferences in disciplines related to personal finance introduction, basics of behavioral economics, 
organizational behavior, etc. Credits from optional courses are included in the diploma but not counted towards the completion of the curriculum. 

Internship in international trade and investments in international companies, government institutions, or business partners of the program, under the 
guidance of an academic supervisor and with the assistance of a mentor from the host organization. 
The education concludes with a state exam. Examination sessions are held in July and September. 
 

3. Professional and general competences, specific competences  
After completion of the programme, the student should:  
Have knowledge and skills for: 
• Decision-making and utilization of methods and means for resolving trade, international economic, and financial problems and disputes; 
• Analysis of factors of different nature influencing international trade, innovations, investments, and economic processes both domestically and 
internationally; 
• Development and implementation of innovative methods and strategies to achieve economic and financial efficiency at various organizational and 
managerial levels while considering aspects of sustainable development and social responsibility. 
In a theoretical-applied aspect:  
• Understand, evaluate comparatively, and critically comprehend the fundamental principles, mechanisms, and models in the fields of trade, economics, 
finance, law, and investments; 
• Acquire knowledge of classical and contemporary methods and possibilities for applied legal, commercial, economic, financial, and accounting 
analysis; 
• Acquire knowledge of methods, approaches, and tools for risk assessment and management inherent to international and national economic and 
financial activities; 
• Acquire knowledge of the legal aspects of trade, investment, economic, and financial activities and align decisions with them; 
• Understand different constitutional systems. 
In a practical-applied aspect: 
• Apply acquired theoretical knowledge, justify and make effective decisions in the field of economic relations and investment processes, taking into 
account the specifics of the modern national and international environment; 
• Master applied statistical and econometric methods for analyzing economic and financial processes and propose suitable solutions in the field of 
international trade and international relations; 
• Master modern systemic and applied software for working with information and communication technologies; 
• Be able to use, analyze, summarize, and present professional information correctly from various sources; 
• Be able to quickly adapt to specific positions requiring economic and financial qualifications and work in a team. 
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4. Professional realization: 

Graduates with a qualification in "Economist in International Trade and Investments" can successfully work in international and national companies, 
government institutions, national employer organizations, bilateral chambers of commerce in Bulgaria and partner countries, international institutions 
(European Union, OECD, EIB, etc.), non-governmental organizations in the country and abroad. 
Their professional realization includes: 
• Analysts in international financial organizations such as the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the World Bank, the 
European Investment Bank, the European Central Bank, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, etc.; 
• Experts in various government institutions such as the Ministry of Economy and Industry, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Innovation and 
Growth, etc.; 
• Experts in departments in ministries, agencies, enterprises, municipal and regional administrations, research units; 
• Consultants in the development of national and international investment projects; 
• Experts at the Diplomatic Institute at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade representatives abroad; 
• Employees at the Embassies of the Republic of Bulgaria, The Trade and Economic Affairs Offices and the Consular and Diplomatic Missions of other 
countries in the Republic of Bulgaria; 
• Experts in national employer organizations; 
• Experts in bilateral chambers of commerce in Bulgaria and partner countries; 
• Various managerial levels in the economic, financial-accounting, and commercial departments of international and national companies in Bulgaria as 
well as in the non-governmental sector. 
Graduates of the specialty "International Trade and Investments” in English could further their education in master's programs at the Faculty of 
Economics and Business Administration or other educational institutions in the country and abroad. 
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1 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

1 R 0 5 6 Microeconomics I C 1 7 210 60 45 0 105 4+3 E

2 R 0 4 8 Mathematics C 1 8 240 60 60 0 120 4+4 E

3 R 0 3 2 Information Technologies and Systems C 1 6 180 45 45 0 90 3+3 CA

4 R 0 7 7 Fundamentals of Management C 1 4 120 30 30 0 60 2+2 M

5 R 1 1 7 Sustainable and Circular Economy C 1 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 E

6 R 0 0 0 Sports 1                                         C 1 1 30 0 0 30 0 0+0+2 CA

7 R 0 2 0 Introduction in Finance C 2 6 180 30 30 0 120 2+2 E

8 R 1 1 8 Economic History and Globalization C 2 6 180 45 0 0 135 3+0 M

9 R 0 4 2 Macroeconomics I       C 2 7 210 60 45 0 105 4+3 E

10 R 0 7 1 Fundamentals of Law C 2 4 120 30 0 0 90 2+0 E

R 0 0 0 Sports 1                                         C 2 1 30 0 0 30 0 0+0+2 CA

11 R 1 1 9 Geopolitics and International Relations C 3 4 120 45 0 0 75 3+0 E
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12 R 0 7 9 Money, Banking and Financial Markets C 3 5 150 45 30 0 75 3+2 E

13 R 1 2 0 Digital Economy C 3 5 150 30 0 0 120 2+0 E

14 R 0 7 2 Fundamentals of Statistics C 3 6 180 45 45 0 90 3+3 E

15 R 0 3 9 Corporate and Financial Law C 3 5 150 60 0 0 90 4+0 E

16 R 1 0 5
Sustainable Development and Corporate 
Social Responsibility

C 3 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

17 R 0 0 0 Sports 2 C 3 1 30 0 0 30 0 0+0+2 A

18 R 0 0 4 Databases in Finance C 4 5 150 30 45 0 75 2+3 CA

19 R 1 2 1 Sustainable Business Models C 4 3 90 45 0 0 45 3+0 E

20 R 0 1 9  Fundamentals of Accounting C 4 7 210 45 30 0 135 3+2 E

21 R 0 9 1 Commercial Law C 4 4 120 45 0 0 75 3+0 E

22 R 0 5 2 International Economics C 4 6 180 45 30 0 105 3+2 M

R 0 0 0 Sports 2 C 4 1 30 0 0 30 0 0+0+2 CA

23 R 0 8 3 Public Finance C 5 5 150 45 30 0 75 3+2 E

24 R 1 2 2 International Trade and Business C 5 5 150 30 45 0 75 2+3 E

25 R 1 1 4 Financial Accounting C 5 5 150 45 30 0 75 3+2 E

26 R 0 4 6 Marketing and Digital Marketing C 5 5 150 45 30 0 75 3+2 E

27 R 0 5 3 International Finance C 5 4 120 45 0 0 75 3+0 E

28 R 0 6 6 Fundamentals of Econometrics C 6 5 150 45 30 0 75 3+2 E



29 R 1 2 3 International Marketing C 6 4 120 30 30 0 60 2+2 E

30 R 0 3 8 Corporate Finance C 6 8 240 60 30 0 150 4+2 E

31 R 0 1 4
Decision Making Under Risk and 
Uncertainty   

C 6 4 120 45 0 0 75 3+0 M

32 R 1 2 4 Constitutional Systems C 6 3 90 45 0 0 45 3+0 E

33 R 1 2 5
Fundamentals of International Taxation and 
Transfer Pricing

C 7 5 150 45 0 0 105 3+0 E

34 R 0 2 2 Digital Business and Innovations C 7 5 150 30 30 0 90 2+2 CA

35 R 1 2 6 Global Value Chains C 7 5 150 30 15 0 105 2+1 E

36 R 1 2 7
Energy Commodities, Markets and 
Services  

C 7 7 210 45 30 0 135 3+2 E

37 R 1 2 9 Introduction to Artificial Intelligence C 7 4 120 30 30 0 60 2+2 E

38 R 1 2 8 Economic Diplomacy C 8 4 120 30 0 0 90 2+0 E

39 R 1 3 0 Risk Management with R C 8 4 120 30 0 0 90 2+0 E

40 R 1 3 1
Multinational Companies and Foreign 
Direct Investment

C 8 3 90 30 0 0 60 2+0 E

41 R 1 3 2
Innovation and Competitiveness in 
International Markets

C 8 4 120 30 15 0 75 2+1 E

42 R 1 3 3 International Entrepreneurship C 8 3 90 30 0 0 60 2+0 E

1 E 0 6 0 General English in Еconomics E 1 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 A

2 E 0 6 1 General German in Еconomics E 1 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 A

3 E 0 6 2  General French in Еconomics E 1 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 A

Elective courses – the  chosen electives have to contribute to minimum 24  credits



4 E 0 4 6 General Chinese - Part 1 E 1 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 CA

E 0 6 0 General English in Еconomics E 2 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 CA

E 0 6 1  General German in Еconomics E 2 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 CA

E 0 6 2  General French in Еconomics E 2 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 CA

5 E 0 4 7 General Chinese - Part 2 E 2 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 CA

6 E 0 0 5 Business English E 3 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 A

7 E 0 0 8 Business German E 3 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 A

8 E 0 1 2 Business French E 3 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 A

9 E 0 5 7 General Chinese - Part 3 E 3 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 CA

10 E 0 4 8 Fundamentals of Ethics in Management E 3 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

11 E 0 4 9 Energy and Climate Policies E 3 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

12 E 0 5 0 Project Management E 3 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

13 E 0 0 5 Business English E 4 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 CA

E 0 0 8 Business German E 4 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 CA

E 0 1 2 Business French E 4 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 CA

E 0 5 8 General Chinese - Part 4 E 4 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 CA

14 E 0 0 7 Environmental Economics E 4 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

15 E 0 5 1
The Chinese Model for Growth and 
Development

E 5 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA



16 E 0 2 9
Technological Inovations and New 
Business Models

E 5 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

17 E 0 5 6 Managerial and Leadership Skills E 5 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

18 E 0 5 2 Foreign Trade Operations E 6 2 90 30 0 0 60 2+0 CA

19 E 0 5 3 Business Intelligence in International Trade E 6 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

20 E 0 8 5 Written Business Communication in French E 6 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

21 E 0 5 4
Fiscal Federalism and Intermunicipal 
Cooperation

E 7 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

22 E 0 1 3 International Management E 7 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

23 E 0 0 8  Human Capital Economics E 7 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

24 E 0 2 0
Written Business Communication in 
English

E 8 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

25 E 0 2 1
Written Business Communication in 
German

E 8 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

26 E 0 2 2

Application of Information Technologies for 
Foreign Exchange Trade (FOREX) and 
Econometrical Analysis of International 
Financial Markets

E 8 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

27 E 0 5 5 Data Mining in Economics E 8 2 60 30 0 0 30 2+0 CA

1 F 0 0 5 General Bulgarian for Foreigners O 1 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 A

F 0 0 5 General Bulgarian for Foreigners O 2 2 60 0 30 0 30 0+2 CA

        The credits of the optional courses are not taken into account for the implementation of the syllabus. Requirements for the relevant discipline, 
including developing course work are as they are in the core curriculum from which it is borrowed.

Optional

  The course is compulsory for international students!



2 F 0 1 6 Principles of Personal Finance O 3 6 180 30 30 0 120 2+2 Е

3 F 0 1 7 Introduction to Behavioral Finance O 4 3 90 30 15 0 45 2+1 E

4 F 1 0 7 Organisational Behaviour O 5 5 150 30 45 0 75 2+3 M

5 F 0 6 9 Fundamentals of Behavioral Economics O 6 4 120 45 0 0 75 3+0 E

6 F 0 0 1
Analysis and Forecasting of Economic 
Time Series

O 7 6 180 30 30 0 120 2+2 E

Internships 
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1 P 0 0 5
Practical Training in International Trade 
and Investment - Internship in an 
Organization 

C 5 4 2 120 A 

2 P 0 0 5
Practical Training in International Trade 
and Investment - Internship in an 
Organization 

C 6 4 2 120 M
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The curriculum has been approved  by the Faculty Council, Record of Proceedings №5 from 27.05.2025.

DEAN:.........................
/Assoc. Prof. Atanas Georgiev, PhD/

Students are required to develop a course project in the following disciplines: Fundamentals of Management, Economic 
History and Globalization, International Economics, Decision Making under Risk and Uncertainty,  Principles of Personal 
Finance and Organizational Behaviour.

code

State Exam in International Trade and Invesment July September

Degree Completion

Form of degree completion First State 
Exam Session

Second State 
Exam Session
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840 28 5 720 24 5 840 28 6 780 26 6 720 24 5 720 24 5 780 26 5 540 18 5 5 940 198 42

compulsory 
courses 60 2 1 180 6 3 60 2 1 120 4 2 60 2 1 60 2 1 120 4 2 60 2 1 720 24 12

min. elective 
courses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 120 4 0 120 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 240 8 1

optional courses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 300 10 1 300 10 1

internships 900 30 6 900 30 8 900 30 7 900 30 8 900 30 6 900 30 7 900 30 7 900 30 7 7200 240 56

Total:
with Sport 

added

Record of Proceedings of the Faculty Council №5 from 27.05.2025. Dean:
/Assoc. Prof. Atanas Georgiev, PhD/

Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski
 Curriculum Reference Statement

Bachelor Program in International Trade and Investment in English

form of education full-time, term of study 8 (eight) semesters

VI VII VIII Total

Course hours, ECTS credits and number of grades per semester

I IІ IІІ ІV V 

July September

Acquired Professional Qualification: Economist - International Trade and Investment

0 0 120

Form of degree completion ECTS credits Study Hours First State Exam session Second State Exam Session

00

State Exam in International Trade and Investment 10 300

Type of 
courses

345 195435

30 30 30 30

2760330 360 375 375 345
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