OPINION
from associate professor Stoyan Hristov Denev, PhD
member of the Scientific Jury on the competition for the academic
position of "associate professor"”, determined by order RD 38-164/18.03.2025 of
the Rector of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski*

Subject: Competition for the academic position of "associate professor" in
the professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of training in ... (Methodology of training in
PES - football), announced in the State Gazette, issue 5 of 17.01.2025 for the
needs of the Department of "Sports Games and Mountain Sports" at the
Department of Sports - Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski".

1. CONTEST DETAILS

The competition for the academic position "Associate Professor" has been
announced in accordance with the normative documents in SG No. 5 of
17.01.2025 for the needs of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski"”, Department
of "Sports Games and Mountain Sports” at the Department of Sports and is
provided with the necessary horary of lecture courses. The only candidate in the
competition is Asstant Professor Nikolay Petrov Staykov, Ph.D.

The points obtained from the scientometric indicators of Asstant Professor
Nikolay Petrov Staykov, Ph.D., exceed the required values and meet the necessary
minimum requirements, in accordance with the LDASRB.

| do not notice any violations of the competition procedure.

2. CANDIDATE INFORMATION

The educational, scientific and teaching profile of Asstant Professor
Nikolay Petrov Staykov, Ph.D., meets the requirements for the terms and
conditions for holding academic positions according to the LDAS of the Republic
of Bulgaria. This is proven by the data reflected in his creative CV and by the
declared copies of diplomas, certificates and licenses.

Nikolay Petrov Staykov graduated from higher education (Bachelor's
degree) in 2003 at the Vasil Levski National University of Sports - majoring in
Football Coaching. In 2013 - Master's degree at the same university, majoring in
Sports Management, and in 2018 at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" he
was awarded the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the Field of Higher



Education: 1. Pedagogical Sciences, Professional Direction: 1.3. Pedagogy of
Education in... on the topic: "Complex Futsal Methodology for Training Women
in Higher Education™.

Management activity
e From 05.10.2022 until now - Chairman of the Football Technical Commission
at the AUC "Akademik";
From 2017 to present — Chairman of the Baroque Football Club Association;
From 2017 to present — Chairman of the Baroque Sports Club Association;
From 2014 to present — Manager of the Baroque Sports Complex;
From 11.2023 to present — Member of the Academic Council at Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski”;
e From 11.2019 to present — Member of the General Assembly at Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski”;
e From 11.2017 to present — Member of the Council of the Department of Sports
at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”;
e From 2016 to present — Chairman of the Working Conditions Committee at the
Department of Sports at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”;
e From 2021 to present — Deputy Chairman of the General Assembly of the
Department of Sports at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”;
e From 02.2024 to present — Member of the Management Board of the University
Sports Association “Academic”;

e From 2021 to present — Member of the Organizing Committee of the
International Scientific Conferences Organized by the Department of Sports at
Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”;

e From 02.2024 to present — Member of the Management Board of the Bulgarian
Tennis Federation;

e From 07.2024 to present — Member of the Futsal Committee at the Bulgarian
Football Union;

e From 07.2022 to 07.2024 — Member of the Women’s Football Committee at
the Bulgarian Football Union; In 2023 — Operations Director of the ATP250
tennis tournament “Sofia open 2023”;

e In 2023 — Operations Director of the ATP250 tennis tournament “Sofia open
20237,



e Football referee from 2003 to 2017 at all levels of the Bulgarian Football
Union. Elected as the best assistant referee of Bulgaria — 2012.
Public activity
Significant are the appearances of Assistant Professor Nikolay Petrov
Staykov, PhD, outside of academic activity in his capacity as a sports specialist,
Initiator and organizer of sports events:
Coaching
From 2003 to 2017 — DFK “Lions™;
From 2007 to 2011 — FC “Akademika” — futsal; beach soccer;
From 08.2017 to 09.2018 — coach of the Bulgarian national futsal team;
From 02.2021 to 09.2023 — coach of the Bulgarian national futsal team;
The year 2018 — selected as the coach of the year at SU "St. Kliment Ohridski".
He has had many successes as a coach of the SU football and futsal
3. SCIENTIFIC WORKS
The participant in the competition for the academic position of "associate
professor” Assistant Professor Nikolay Petrov Staykov, PhD, has presented a
genre-diverse and qualitatively meaningful scientific production, which includes
the List of Publications /deposited in original and photocopy/, as follows:
1. Monographs — 1;
2. Book based on a defended dissertation — 1
3. Dissertation — 1
4. Abstract of a defended dissertation — 1
5. Total number of scientific articles — 15
In terms of content, the publications of Assistant Professor Nikolay
Petrov Staykov, PhD outline his scientific and applied interests and can be
divided into five areas according to their subject-thematic specificity:
1. Strategy for the development of futsal in higher education institutions and in
Bulgaria (published with No. 1, 2, 15).;
2. Methodology for the development and training of adolescents and students
playing football and futsal (published with No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 10);
3. History and development of football and futsal in Bulgaria and around the
world (published with No. 1, 2, 12, 13);
4. Attitude towards sport and futsal (published with No. 1, 2,5, 9, 11);



5. Current status and problems of student sports — futsal in higher education
institutions (published with No. 1, 2, 6,7, 8,9, 11, 12, 14).

The generalized analysis of the scientific production of Assistant
Professor. Nikolay Petrov Staykov, PhD creates the impression of high
competence of the candidate in the relevant field of the competition and in the
professional field. His skills for working in linked scientific research and creative
teams (confirmed by linked publications and participation in projects) are also
important. His publication activity is increasing, which corresponds to the
accumulation of professional experience. The candidate masters the scientific
style of academic writing, is able to correctly interpret experimental data based
on statistics.

Assistant Professor Nikolay Petrov Staykov, PhD participates in
numerous scientific seminars and conferences.

Recommendations: In his future scientific research activities, Assistant
Professor Nikolay Petrov Staykov, PhD should continue and deepen his work
on the problems of football and futsal.

4. SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS

| accept the contributions formulated by Assistant Professor Nikolay
Petrov Staykov, PhD, which fill his creative searches with meaning.

The scientific contributions in theoretical terms are related to the
systematization of historical experience, theoretical summaries of scientific and
applied problems and the possibilities of futsal as a sport.

In practical terms, they are expressed in the prepared methodology for
training in futsal for women in higher education institutions and a strategy for the
management and development of futsal in higher education institutions and in
Bulgaria.

Additional scientometric indicators

A) Citations. The reference provided contains data that prove 6 citations
of independent or co-authored scientific works by Assistant Professor Nikolay
Petrov Staykov, Ph.D.

B) Project work. Assistant Professor Nikolay Petrov Staykov, Ph.D.
participates in several national educational and international projects. With his
activity, he shows a strong affinity for team work, demonstrates initiative,
responsibility and ethics.,



5. TEACHING WORK

The main audience employment of Assistant Professor Nikolay Petrov
Staykov, PhD is in the Department of "Sports Games and Mountain Sports" at
the Department of Sports. There is the necessary annual number of hours to
announce a competition for the academic position of “associate professor" in...
(FVS training methods - football).

My opinion about his teaching work is that he is an educated, modern and
motivated teacher who knows how to work with students and has respect to
academic ethics.

| declare that | have no common scientific publications with the candidate
and am not bound to him within the meaning of the conflict of interest law.

6. CONCLUSION

Assistant Professor Nikolay Petrov Staykov, PhD is a dedicated and
beloved teacher by students and a respected colleague by other university
teachers. Demonstrates creativity, innovation, responsibility, goodwill and
readiness and skills for cooperation and teamwork.

The content and qualities of the scientific production of Assistant
Professor Nikolay Petrov Staykov, PhD and of his teaching work fully satisfy
the criteria, requirements and conditions for picking and holding the academic
position of "associate professor".

The presented arguments give me reason to confidently give my positive
vote in the Scientific Jury for Assistant Professor Nikolay Petrov Staykov, PhD
to be elected as "associate professor” in the professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of
training in ... (Methodology of training in FES - football) for the needs of the
Department of "Sports Games and Mountain Sports" at the Department of Sports,
Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski".

25.04.2025 r. Author of the statement:
Veliko Tarnovo (Assoc. Prof. PhD. Stoyan Denev)



