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 Qualification description 
Specialty:  Theology 
Master’s Program: Contemporary Aspects of Theology
1. Focus, educational goals
The master's program aims to prepare specialists with a focus mainly in the field of contemporary Orthodox theology in its connection with some of the most pressing problems of society, the world and humankind in general. The disciplines, included in the program will contribute to the professional ecclesiastical and societal orientation of the students, as well as to the formation of their active civic position within an authentic and real Christian worldview. In the learning process, the program offers a thorough and systematic introduction to problems related to important issues of the contemporary state of theology and the Orthodox Church and their role in modern society. The Master's program aims to prepare specialists with the necessary abilities for effective professional realization within the framework of the Orthodox Church, educational institutions and non-governmental organizations. The program aims to increase the theological culture of students from other, non-theological, specialized studies who are interested in the possibility of using the power of theological argumentation in the context of current interdisciplinary issues.
 

2. Training (knowledge and skill necessary for successful professional activity; general theoretical and special training, etc.)
The Master's program "Contemporary Aspects of Theology" or “CAT” is offered in two versions - for bachelors from other master’s programs in four semesters and for graduates of "Theology" and "Religion in Europe" in two semesters, in a correspondence form of study. The first two semesters are introductory and are intended for students outside of 2.4. Religion and Theology, in which they will learn fundamental disciplines from the four parts of theology, and the profiling module covering the third and fourth semesters is intended for students holding a Bachelor’s degree in Theology and for the students outside the indicated professional direction who have passed the first two semesters.

Student admission to the program is open to all applicants who have obtained an educational qualification of "Bachelor" or "Master" in Theology, and tuition fee applicants must have passed the Graduate Diploma in Theology with a grade no lower than good (4). All candidates (with a bachelor's degree in Theology) are given an oral exam based on a questionnaire, and candidates outside of the field 2.4. Religion and Theology – an interview on questions concerning the basic cultural knowledge of the candidates. The ranking takes place in descending order of the competitive score, which is formed as the sum of the grade from the oral exam and the arithmetic average grade from the higher education diploma (average grade from the semester exams and average grade from the state exams). Qualified fundamental and specialized training is achieved through the study of compulsory and elective disciplines. Completion of the studies at the Ministry of Education "CAT" is done with the defense of a master's thesis or a written state exam.
3. Professional and general competencies, specific competencies
Graduates of Master’s Program "CAT" will be able:

- to build an effective system of theological knowledge, theoretical and practical skills, applicable in the context of societal work of the Church, as well as in societal, educational, etc. initiatives requiring the application of theological ideas, argumentation and interpretation;
- to acquire the ability to maintain their knowledge at a level in accordance with the development of Orthodox theological knowledge in its interdisciplinary aspects, with the aim of sustainable professional development and affirmation of their personal integrity;

- to use the means of the interdisciplinary approach both within their studies and in their daily professional activity in a way that improves and strengthens their professional and civil position in society;

- to carry out their activities in the spirit of Christian faith and value and in accordance with the high demands placed on them by contemporary society;

- to build approaches for professional activity and social adaptation in accordance with the acquired specialty and the specifics of the master's program.

  The master's program "CAT" immanently contains perspective and prestige, which makes it attractive to young people with both theological and other types of education, people seeking their fulfillment in the context of changing current scientific criteria and growing interdisciplinary challenges, as well as in the context of the growing need to affirm the spiritual values of the Christian world.

 

4. Professional development (according to the National classification of professions and positions in the Republic of Bulgaria.
The opportunities for realization of the graduating students who have acquired the educational and qualification degree "Master’s" in the "CAT" program are:

- employees in the system of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church - BP;

- employees in the church and civil administration;

- experts in non-governmental organizations and associations working on problems related to religions, religious rights and freedoms, church-social activities;

- working in the field of education, school pedagogy, journalism, social services, etc.

- to continue their education in the educational and scientific degree "doctor (PhD)", devoting themselves to theological and interdisciplinary topics of high importance for contemporary society;

- participation in continuing education programs, with an emphasis on the existential questions of man in modern society.
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