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 Qualification description 
Specialty:  Theology 
Master’s Program: Religion and Education
Start of the program: Winter semester
1. Admission requirements
The terms and conditions for the admission of students are set out in the Regulations for Admission to Master's Programs of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski". Candidates must hold a Bachelor's degree in the professional field 2.4. Religion and Theology with pedagogical qualification. For admission to the Master's program, an average grade of no less than "Good" is required from the Bachelor's degree, and an interview is held with the candidates for a paid form of education, and an oral exam is held with the candidates for a state order according to a specific outline.

Admission is carried out for the winter semester.

2. Focus, educational goals
The Master's program "Religion and Education" is organized and conducted on the initiative of the Department of "Practical Theology" at the Faculty of Theology of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski".
The proposed program examines the theoretical, practical and pragmatic aspects of religious education and upbringing in general education schools and proposes criteria for analyzing the goals, methods and visual aids of religious education.

The goals of the program also include the attempt to make theoretical research fruitful in terms of their possible practical application. 

3. Training (knowledge and skill necessary for successful professional activity; general theoretical and special training, etc.)
The training in the specialty begins in the winter semester. The duration of the training is two semesters in part-time form of study with a total of 270 hours (180 hours of compulsory and 90 hours of elective subjects) of classroom work.

The training ends with a master's thesis or a written state exam, which gives students 15 ECTS credits
4. Professional competencies
Graduates of the Master's program "Religion and Education" receive theological scientific and theoretical training and in-depth specialized didactic and methodological training, which allows them to:

- Prepare and successfully conduct the educational process in the subject "Religion" in general education schools.

- Prepare and successfully conduct religious education in church schools and centers.

- Analyze accurately and truthfully the theoretical trends and directions of educational work with students and adults

Groups of competencies for teaching the subject "Religion":

- Teaching - The competencies are related to the professional training of the "religion teacher" in the field of didactics and teaching methodology.

- Relationships with students - The competencies are related to the professional pedagogical and professional psychological training of the "religion teacher" in academic disciplines, in which knowledge is mastered, skills and relationships are developed, aimed at effective interaction with students.

- Leadership - The competencies are related to the professional training of the "religion teacher" in academic disciplines, in which knowledge is mastered, skills and relationships are developed for the role of the teacher as a leader in the classroom in active cooperation with students.

- Work with parents and the family community - The competencies are related to the training of the "religion teacher" in the field of academic disciplines, aimed at mastering knowledge, developing skills and relationships for effective interaction with parents and other representatives of the family community.

- Educational work - The competencies are related to the professional pedagogical training of the "religion teacher" in the field of theory and methodology of education. 

5. Professional development 
Teachers in all general education schools where the subject "Religion" is taught.

- Religious education teachers at parish educational centers.

- Religious education and catechism specialists at diocesan educational centers.

- Teachers at secondary theological schools of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church - BP.

- Lecturers at higher theological schools.

- Clergymen of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church - BP.

- Receive the right to continue their education at the ONS "Doctor".

- Participate in various forms of continuing education throughout life.

- Experts in non-governmental organizations and associations working on issues related to religious pedagogy and catechesis, religion, culture, church and social activities.

- Employees in the system of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church  (Holy Synod, metropolitans, seminaries, monasteries, parishes, church organizations).
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