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Qualification description 
Master’s Degree Program: Church Art in Bulgaria (Assessment, Preservation, Presentation)
1. Aims and Educational Objectives
The Master’s program “Church Art in Bulgaria (Assessment, Preservation, Presentation)” aims to prepare professionals in the field of assessment, preservation and presentation of church art in Bulgaria. The lectures offer a thorough and systematic introduction to specific knowledge and tools that allow students to assess/evaluate an artifact. „Assessment/Evaluation” does not mean determining the market value of an object of church art, but recognizing its true spiritual value/significance for the Bulgarian Orthodox Church and society. This is done through identification of the cultural, historical and functional context of the artifact. 

The preservation of the Bulgarian church heritage is a very important process of keeping it alive, intact, or free from damage or decay. The lectures of Preservation provide knowledge to the students of the correct approaches to the protection, preservation and restoration of church art in Bulgaria (movable or immovable church monuments). It depends on: the characteristics of the object (dating, style/ art movement, liturgical use, location of the object - in the temple or in a museum environment), is it at risk where located, the Cultural Heritage Law. 

The third bound of the program – “presentation” refers to the use of both traditional and contemporary methods of presenting church art. Such are Christian pilgrimage and tourism, as well as the latest modern multimedia techniques. Good skills in presenting church art are important in the catechizing activity of the Church and for museum employees and curators of exhibitions, who present the image of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church through its material values. 

2. Description of the educational content (knowledge and skills required for a successful professional realization; general and theoretical background, specific areas of study, etc.)
The training in the master‘s program „Church Art in Bulgaria (Assessment, Conservation, Presentation)“ for non-specialists is four semesters in a part-time form of study. The first two semesters are introductory to Theology and the profiling module covers the third and fourth semesters. The admission of non-specialist to the program is open to all applicants who have acquired an educational and qualification degree „bachelor“ or „master“ in the Humanities, Natural Sciences or Technics, with an grade point average of diploma not lower than „good 4“. An interview is held with all non-specialist candidates. The duration of the study is 4 semesters with a total of 630 hours (510 hours of compulsory and 90 hours of elective courses) of classroom work. The program ends with the defense of a thesis or a state exam, which carries 15 credits.
3. Professional and general competences, specific competences 

Graduates of the Master’s program “Church Art in Bulgaria (Assessment, Preservation, Presentation)” are able to:

- study (evaluate) the monuments of church art in Bulgaria, determining the style and the dating, the iconographic and iconological features;

- know the theological meaning and liturgical function of church art in Bulgaria;

- know and apply the correct approaches to the preservation, conservation and restoration of Bulgarian church art (movable or immovable church monuments);

- know and use the Cultural Heritage Law;

- know the architectural requirements for Orthodox church building;

- know the iconographic program of the Orthodox church building;

- use traditional or innovative methods in the socialization of church art.

The skills acquired in the Master’s program “Church Art in Bulgaria (Assessment, Conservation, Presentation)” have practical implementation in a number of professions.

 

4. Professional realization (according to the National Classification of Occupations in the Republic of Bulgaria /based on the International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO)/ and in reference to the place of the future specialists in the National Qualifications Framework for higher education and the European Qualifications Framework for higher education)
The career opportunities for ‘Master of Theology’ (MP Church Art in Bulgaria (Assessment, Preservation, Presentation)” are:

- appraisers of Bulgarian church art;

- experts and consultants in church architecture;

- experts and consultants in iconography of the Orthodox church;

- teachers of catechism through Christian art;

- curators of exhibitions of church art;

- experts and consultants in the assessment and preservation of church cultural values in Bulgaria;

- tour guides and experts in church museum didactics;

- organizers of church cultural events;

- presenters of church art.
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