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2. In accordance with the previously set tasks, for first time complexly
different documentary sources on the family environment, education and career
development of K. Vazvazova have been comprehensively researched and
interpreted. Based on these documents, the most important aspects of her work as
an administrator and active participant in the processes of archival sector
modernization in Bulgaria have been traced.

3. A complete review of the documentary editions prepared with the
participation of K. Vazvazova was made, analysing her contributions to the
creation of the printed base of Bulgarian historical science.

4. For first time, the activity and contributions of K. VVazvazova in the search
and popularization of documents about Bulgarian history in archival repositories
outside Bulgaria are a matter of independent research.

5. Here has been prepared an archival inventory, which includes the
discovered documents about K. Vazvazova' s family background and her career
development, regardless of their storage place. The descriptions have been
grouped by subject topic, with each document annotated and application data

indicated.
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I. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DISSERTATION

1. Relevance of the topic and state of research

The name of Kirila Nikolova-Vazvazova is primarily associated with the
development of archival studies and archaeography in the "St. St. Cyril and
Methodius" National Library. She was born in Aytos on November 25, 1917,
where she received her secondary education. She graduated from the classical
department of the First Girls' High School in Sofia and majored in "History" and
"Classical Philology" at Sofia University. In 1948, she started working in the
Bulgarian Historical Archive (BHA) at the “St. St. Cyril and Methodius” National
Library (NLCM). K. Vazvazova played an important role in the development of
the Manuscript and Documentary Sector (MDS) of the library and, as its head in
the period from 1964 to 1974, contributed to bringing its activities to the highest
international level. During this period, scientific processing and arrangement of
the main part of the documents stored in the BHA was carried out.

A number of archival guides have been realized with the active
participation of K. VVazvazova, ensuring access to archival documents stored in
BHA. Under her leadership, the volumes of the series "Overviews of archival
funds, collections and individual receipts stored in the Bulgarian Historical
Archive" were developed. Also under her editorship, the publication of the series
"Proceedings of the Cyril and Methodius Public Library" began.

K. Vazvazova was also an advisor in the methodological organization of
the processing and publication of archival documents, as well as in the
development of a scientific methodology for working with documents, which had
acquired national importance.

For more than thirty years, K. Vazvazova annually published monographs,
studies, articles, scientific reports, document collections and reference books

related to the problems of Bulgarian archival studies and the Bulgarian revival.



2. Historiographical overview of the topic

There is still no comprehensive research on the personality of K.
Vazvazova, on her activities as an administrator and organizer, archivist and
archaeographer in the scientific literature. However, the relevance of the topic is
also determined by the fact that Bulgarian archival literature lacks research on
individuals who contributed to the establishment of the modern archival system
in Bulgaria:.

Basic biographical information about K. Vazvazova is contained to one
degree or another in general publications dedicated to her anniversaries. These are
the articles of Bistra Tsvetkovaz, Todorka Tomovas, Nikolay Zhechev+, Lidiya
Dragolovas, Viktoriya Tilevas, Veselin Traykov’. In general, they also present
information about the scientific contributions of K. Vazvazova. Krumka Sharova
and Ruzha Simeonovae studied individual problems related to her work in more
detail. Some of the documentary editions and author's publications of K.

Vazvazova are presented in their research. Information about her biography and

! EnquncTBeHUTE I0K00HM IyOIUKALMK 33 IMYHOCTU CBBP3aHM C PAa3BUTHETO HA apXMBHOTO Aeno B bhirapus ca
Ha EBnokus IlerpoBa, Ctedka IlerkoBa. Muxann CTOHKOB AJIEKCHEB U TIPUHOCHT MY 3a apXHUBHOTO JIEJO B
Boarapus (ITo mosox Ha 110-Ta romuimHUHA OT POKACHHUETO My). — ApxuseH mpersiea, Ne 1, 2014, c¢. 7-66;
Panuna Togoposa ,.Jlor. Mapus MateeBa u Oblrapckara yHUBEPCUTETCKA apXUBUCTUKA — APXUBEH MpETIes,
Ne 3-4, 2006, c. 23-33.

2 IIperkoBa, b. Kupuna Br3pb3osa-Kapareonoposa Ha 60 roaunu. — Hayuen sxusot, Ne 4, 1977, c. 24.
% Tomoga, T. Kupuna Bn3sb3osa-Kapareonoposa Ha 70 rogusu. — bubmiorekap, 1, 1988, c. 40-42.

4 9%Keues, H. Ct. 1. c. Kupuia Br3ep3oBa-Kapareomoposa Ha 70 romunn. — Hayuen xusot, Ne 1, 1988, c. 31.

5 iparosioBa, JI. Kupuna Bu3snsosa Ha 70 rogunu. — Bexose, Ne 1, c. 58-61.

5 Tunesa, B. Kupuna Bu3sb3osa-Kapareonoposa Ha 75 roaunu: [buo6ubmuorp.]. — Ussectus na Hapoanara
6ubmmoreka ,,Cs. cB. Kupun u Meronuii®, Ne 20 (26), c¢. 501-515.

" Tpaiixos, B. Kupuna Bw3pb3osa-Kapareonoposa na 80 roaunu. — bearapuctuxa u 6snrapuctu, Ne 2 (4), 1997,
c. 31-32.

8 Illapora, Kp. Hayunoto neno na Kupuna Br3eb3osa-Kapareomoposa. — Mcropudecku npernen, Ne 12, 1987, c.
53-65.

® Cumeonona, P. Kupuna Bb3pb30Ba 1 JOKYMEHTAIHOTO HacueacTBo Ha Bacun Jlescku. CMUCBHIBT HA eJIUH
KUBOT. — ["omumiank Ha OO0MIOOBATapCKUs KOMUTET ,,Bacui JleBcku. bearapcko Br3paxnane. Unen.
JInanoctu. Cooutus, Ne 9, 2007, c. 118-126.
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management of the NLCM, K. Vazvazova made an impact on the development of
archival legislation in Bulgaria.

The high professionalism of K. Vazvazova is also applied in the collective
work of the young and ambitious team of the BHA in the development of
methodological rules for working with archival documents, having nationwide
significance in the process of standardization and codification of archival
processes in Bulgaria.

With her overall activity, K. Vazvazova has made important contributions
to organizing the work in the MDS of the NLCM on a scientific basis. A
favourable condition for this is the fact that the flowering of her career
development coincided with the development of the MDS as an important
scientific unit in the system of source studies, archival studies and archaeography.

K. Vazvazova belongs to the first generation of Bulgarian archivists, who
creatively searched for ways and laid the scientific foundations of Bulgarian
archival studies. In this difficult mission, the personality of K. Vazvazova is
distinguished by exceptional will power, dedication, energy and uncompromising
scientific honesty, both to herself and to others. She impresses not only with her

creative activity, but also with her high qualities as a leader and administrator.

V. MAIN CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE DISSERTATION

1. Archival documents containing data on the life path and career
development of K. Vazvazova as an administrator and organizer in the process of
building a modern archival system in Bulgaria, as a participant in the
standardization and codification of archival processes, as an archivist and
archeographer. A number of them are being introduced into scientific circulation
for first time. The archival funds of the Central State Archives, the National
Library "St. St. Cyril and Methodius", Scientific Archives of the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences, Sofia University Archives, State Archives — Sofia are

reviewed.
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the archival fund of the NLCM do not always provide clear and sufficient
information about the atmosphere in which K. Vazvazova worked, but
demonstrate her inherent commitment to personnel development and scientific
activity in the field of archival studies and archaeography.

K. Vazvazova has made significant contributions to the retrieval of
documents on Bulgarian history in foreign archives, as well as to the
replenishment of the MDS funds with such documents. Of course, the
contributions of K. VVazvazova in searching, acquiring and publishing documents,
mainly about figures and events from the Bulgarian revival period, should not go
unnoticed.

In addition to acquiring copies of documents about Bulgarian history from
foreign archive repositories, K. Vazvazova systematically collected data and
Impressions about the organization of work in foreign libraries and archives
during her business trips abroad. A characteristic feature of her good
professionalism is the creation of numerous contacts with heads of archival
institutions and leading historians and archivists at the visited places. Such
cooperation is particularly fruitful when searching for documents and acquiring
copies of documents about Bulgarian history.

An important aspect in the professional biography of K. VVazvazova is her
active participation in the process of generating the centralized archival system in
Bulgaria after 1951. Decree No. 515 marked the beginning of this process, but the
reception of the new archival regulation went through various stages and in the
conditions of a wide-ranging, sometimes acrimonious, discussion of exactly how
the principles of centralism should be understood and applied. In the period from
the issuance of Decree No. 515 in 1951 to 1974, when the law on the state archival
fund was adopted, K. VVazvazova took an active position on a number of archival
reform issues, including defending the long-standing tradition of the NLCM and

its special departments. Actively participating in the archival discussion on the
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scientific activity can also be found in the "Ten Days of Memoir Literature™», as
well as in the biographical-bibliographic reference book by Petar Cholov.

In two of her interviews published in the magazines "Rodoznanie" and
"Biblioteka": "Know your kindred to know yourself":z and "Alone with Kirila
Vazvazova: [Interview]" K. Vazvazova shared interesting moments related to her
family environment and the formation of her worldview, determining her further
creative career.

The questions concerning the acquisition, preservation and management of
the documentary heritage at the "St. St. Cyril and Methodius" National Library,
where the professional path of K. VVazvazova took place, have been the subject of
many years of research. They are studied to one degree or another in a number of
publications devoted to the history of archives in Bulgaria, such as the
monographs of Anna Kochankovas, Maria Kuzmanova* and Konstantinka
Kalaydzhievas.

The history of BHA at NLCM from its establishment till the beginning of
XXI century has been studied by authors such as Victoriya Tileva® and

Lyubomira Trashlievay. To some extent these studies refer to Veliko Yordanov:.

10 lecernueBHMKa HA MeMoapHaTa nuTeparypa. 27 maii — 5 rouu 1987. Crapa 3aropa, 1987, c. 5.

1 Y9on08, MMerbp. Brirapcku ucropuuu: bruorpadguuno-6udnuorpadeku cripasounu. Codus, 1999.

12 Onosuait posa cu, 3a aa onosHaen cede cu. — Ponosnanue = Genealogia, Ne 2-3, 1995, c. 36-42.

13 Hacame ¢ Kupuna Bw3pb3osa: [uTepBio]. — BubmuoTeka: cnucanue 3a 6MOIMOTEYHA TEOPUs U IpaKkTuka. Ne
3, 1993, c. 55-59.

13 KouankoBa, A. Bbarapcko J0KyMEHTAIIHO HACJIEACTBO: apXMBH M HHCTUTYLMHU Ha nameTta. Codus, 2013.

14 Kysmanora, M. Vctopusl Ha apXMBHTE M OPraHU3alls Ha apxXUBHOTO jienio B Bbirapus. Codus, 1966.

O3

15 Kanaiinsxuena, K. Vcropus na Hapoanara 6udnuorexa ,,Ca. ¢B. Kupui u Metoauii* 1978—1944 r. u Bbnpocu
3a chBpeMEHHOTO ¥ passutHe. Codus, 2018.; Martepuanu 3a uctopusra Ha Hapognarta 6ubanoreka. 1944-1978.
Codmus, 2003.

% Tumesa, B. KbM 90-ropvinHMHATa Ha IhpBaTa OBJITApPCKAa apXMBHA COMpPKA, CH3JIaJeHa y Hac CIe
ocBoOoxkeHreTo B Haponna 6ubimnoreka. — M3pectus va HBKM, Ne 12 (18), ¢. 329-350.

1" Tpamumesa, JI. Beirapcku ucropudecku apxus npu Haponna 6ubnnorexa “Cs. Ce. Kupun u Meroauii” —
UCTOpHS U ChbBpeMEHHOCT. — M3BecTns Ha nbpkaBHUTE apxusy, Ne 80, 2000, c. 31-57.

18 lopnanos, B. Ucropus Ha Haponnara 6ubmmoreka B Copus. Codus, 1930.
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K. Vazvazova left a very small part of her personal archival fund in the
BHA at the NLCM, and the remaining — a larger part is stored in the Central State
Archives (CSA) and has not yet been processed:. With the courtesy of Prof.
Stefka Petkova and the CSA, | was granted access to part of the documents in it.
But due to the objective impossibility of introducing this archival fund into
scientific circulation, the dissertation work was developed mainly on the basis of
the archive funds of the CSA: f. 1137 — “St. St. Cyril and Methodius” National
Library, f. 117 — National Assembly, f. 540 — Central Office of Archives, f. 745 —
Nikola Kondarev, f. 1921K — Hristo Gandev, f. 1496 — Panayot Panayotov; SA-
Burgas: f. 145K — District Court — Burgas; DA-Ruse: f.1454 — Violeta Radeva;
SA-Sofia: f. 1790 — Sofia University "Kliment Ohridski"; NLCM-BHA: f. 744 —
Victoria Vazvazova, f. 849 — Prof. Todor Borov, f. 854 — Kirila Nikolova
Vazvazova-Karateodorova; NA of BAS: f. 229 — Ivan Undzhiev; Archives of SU:
f. 1 — Rectory.

3. Purpose, tasks and expected results

The availability of a rich documentary base is condition for the
construction of one more complex study on the creative activity and personality
of K. Vazvazova. The main goal of the dissertation is to present biographical data
about the family environment and professional development of K. VVazvazova,
examining above all her activity as an administrator, archivist and
archaeographer, her participation and contributions in the construction of the
modern archive system in Bulgaria.

In order to achieve the so formulated goal, the following more important
tasks should be accomplished:

- to present data on the life and professional activity of K. Vazvazova,
through the bibliographic sources discovered for her, archival resources and

memories of her colleagues;

PIITA, ¢. 1426 — Kupuna Hukonosa Bw3ebsosa-Kapareonoposa. (HeoOpaboTeH).

biographical and creative image of the personality under study. However, the
paragraph strongly confirms her indisputable contribution to the development of
Bulgarian archival studies and the Manuscript and Documentary Sector she
headed, supported also by her the testimonies of her colleagues.

The Conclusion outlines the main contributions of K. Vazvazova as an
administrator, organizer, archivist and archaeographer based on the discovered
and analysed information. Having devoted more than forty years of her life to the
development of Bulgarian archival work, Vazvazova actively worked for the
confirmation of a scientific field important for historical research and Bulgarian
society, such as archival studies, which began its development in Bulgaria at the

time when K. Vazvazova stepped over the threshold of the National Library.

I11. CONCLUSION

K. Vazvazova achieved high professional results, always and unwaveringly
defending her professional views and convictions. She skilfully combined her
administrative functions with extremely intensive and fruitful creative work as a
historian, archivist and archaeographer. She has greatly contributed to the
establishment of MDS as a leading scientific and publishing centre. Under the
expert guidance of K. Vazvazova, archival inventories, reference and
documentary editions were prepared and issued, providing access to the archival
resources of the manuscript-documentation centre in the National Library.

For nearly half a century of creative activity, K. Vazvazova participated in
the preparation and publication of over 300 titles, of which over 100 were of high
scientific value and contribution. Many young researchers were trained under her
leadership; all this is a great contribution to the training and development of the
staff in the MDS.

The active participation of K. Vazvazova in the Scientific Board of
Directors of NLCM is an expression of her high sense of responsibility towards

the problems that arise along the way. The administrative documents preserved in
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manuscripts of her lectures, etc. K. Vazvazova belongs to the first generation of
Bulgarian archivists. Through the presented documents it is clearly proved that
her personality stands out with exceptional firmness, dedication, energy and
demandingness towards herself and others. She impresses not only with her
creative activity, but with qualities that are only characteristic of a leader and
administrator. Especially great is K. Vazvazova' s contribution to the theory and
practice of archival science and archaeography in Bulgaria. She organised the
work in the manuscript and documentary departments of the National Library on
a scientific basis. Thankful to her care and under her leadership, the MDS rose to
the level of an important scientific unit in the system of source studies, archivistics
and archaeography. The documents presented highlight her contribution to the
searching, processing and preservation of documentary materials from the
Bulgarian revival period.

The third paragraph, ""Archival inventory of documents of and about
Kirila Vazvazova-Karateodorova' presents the documents collected about her,
regardless of their storage place. They are mostly related to her professional
career. Its purpose is to summarize, classify and systematize the information
retrieved in archival funds of personal and institutional origin.

The documents included in the inventory with data about K. Vazvazova
cannot be found using the search fields in the Information System of State
Archives (ISSA) as they do not appear in the standard levels of archival
description. The only way to access this data is by examining a significant amount
of institutions records where K. VVazvazova' s professional life took place. The
classification scheme and the documents presented in the inventory were drawn
up precisely after such a detailed research.

In the last fourth paragraph, the personality of K. VVazvazova is presented
through the memories of her colleagues from the BHA. They share stories about
the first meeting with her, about their collaboration and the character of Kirila

Vazvazova. The memories have an auxiliary function in the construction of the
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- to trace the most important aspects of her work as an archivist,
archaeographer and head of the MDS of the NLCM;

- to clarify her participation in the Scientific board of directors of NLCM
and especially her positions on MDS various problems, headed by her;

- to present her participation in the methodical support of the work on
issuing archival documents;

- to investigate her contributions to the search and popularization of
documents on Bulgarian history in archival repositories outside Bulgaria;

- to review the documentary editions prepared by BHA, with the
participation of K. Vazvazova, analyzing their scientific level, respectively her
contribution to the creation of a printed source base of historical science in
Bulgaria;

- to outline its characteristic views and positions in the process of the
construction and legislative arrangement of the centralized archive system in

Bulgaria.

4. Work methodology

The development of the dissertation is fully subordinated to the objectives
of the search, research and specificity of the material in order to present the
personality of K. Vazvazova and her contributions to the modern archival
construction. The first stage of the work required a study of the available literature
on the topic, and based on this archival repositories and archival funds were
identified, with data and documentary traces of K. Vazvazova which were
expected to be found, combined with knowledge of these archival funds history
and their inventories. Thus, the methods of archival heuristics were used in the
development of the dissertation, and its content was structured on the basis of the
thematic principle.

The dissertation was developed primarily on archival sources. First of all,

these are funds of institutions in which or in communication with which the

7



professional activity of K. VVazvazova took place, as well as archival funds of
personal origin, in which, due to family or collegial relations, it was assumed that
they would be discovered (and were discovered) documentary traces on the
subject.

Documentary editions, monographs, studies and articles produced by BHA
were also used.

The development of K. Vazvazova took place at a time when collective
decisions and methods of work in the archival collegium dominated. For this
reason, in a number of cases her work is presented namely in the context of this
collective, team work, for whose high standards K. VVazvazova's contribution is
undeniable.

It is necessary to make the stipulation that the scientific contributions of K.
Vazvazova as a researcher of the Bulgarian revival are not subject of research in
the dissertation. Some of her monographs and articles are only mentioned sofar
because of K. Vazvazova’s studies and knowledge in this field as condition for

her highly qualified activity as an archivist and archaeographer.

I1. STRUCTURE AND CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION
In terms of structure, the dissertation is divided into an introduction, three

chapters, a conclusion, sources and literature appendix.

1. Introduction

The purpose, tasks and main research methods on the subject of the
dissertation are presented in the introduction. An overview of the
historiographical studies and archival resources, as well as the problems related

to the state of the researched topic, was made.

Cyril and Methodius"”. Attention is paid to the way some archaeographical
problems were solved in order to characterize the scientific level of the
publications. The contributions of K. VVazvazova and BHA in creating a printed
source base of Bulgarian historical science are outlined. The examined
documentary editions are of a very good scientific level, as initially during their
preparation some methodological guides and archaeographical rules imported
from the then USSR were used, and later the "Rules for promulgation of written
sources for the Bulgarian history (18th-20th centuries).

All the publications in which Vazvazova participated as an author, compiler
and editor are proof of her outstanding contribution not only to the improvement
of historical research source base, but also to the development of archaeography
in Bulgaria, and mostly to the establishment of high criteria in the retrieval,
processing, publication, analysis and interpretation of archival documents.

3. The third chapter *"Archival and bibliographic resources for Kirila
Vazvazova-Karateodorova' is also developed in four paragraphs. The first two:
"Documentary and bibliographic sources on the origin, family environment
and career development of Kirila Vazvazova-Karateodorova™ and
"Documentary and bibliographic sources on the work of Kirila Vazvazova-
Karateodorova as an archivist, archaeographer and administrator in
NLCM™ contain information about the discovered archival documents and
bibliographic sources about the family environment, creative activity, career
development and the work of K. Vazvazova as an archivist, archaeographer and
administrator in the NLCM. The archival funds in which information about K.
Vazvazova can be found are indicated. Biographical documentary testimonies
were presented in her own memories about meeting prominent Bulgarian
scientists and her impressions of some of them, such as Ivan Duychev, Ivan
Undzhiev, Bistra Tsvetkova, Bonyo Angelov, Bozhidar Raikov, Veselin Traykov,
etc. Among the archival documents discovered for K. Vazvazova are also

congratulatory addresses, official correspondence, report notes, protocols,
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influenced the creation of the archival legislation of Bulgaria and the development
of methodological rules for processing and publication of archival documents.

During these years, along with the Library directors, K. Vazvazova actively
participated in the archival discussion. With her intransigence and persistence, she
took one of the leading places in the NLCM's struggle to preserve the documents
from its special departments. Defined as the "tip of the blade" by prof. St. Petkova,
she boldly criticized and defended her stated positions with characteristic
intransigence and tenacity.

The second paragraph, 'Participation in the development of
methodological rules for scientific and technical processing and publication
of documents from the Bulgarian archives' traces the participation of the BHA
at the NLCM and K. Vazvazova in the development of methodological rules for
scientific and technical processing and the publication of documents from the
Bulgarian archives. The indisputable merits of BHA and K. Vazvazova for the
methodical provision of promulgation of archival documents are presented. BHA
at NLCM is the first of all interested institutions to regulate its publishing activity.

The paragraph successfully proves that the BHA has a great merit in terms
of methodological support of the activity related to the promulgation of archival
documents. It is the first of all institutions interested in this field to regulate its
publishing activity. K. Vazvazova, as its representative, thanks to the high
professional qualification and experience gained in the publication of archival
documents, had a significant contribution to the compiling of common
methodological requirements for the publication of written historical sources from
the period of the 18th-20th centuries. With certain additions, these rules are still
valid today.

The third paragraph of the second chapter is entitled **Contributions to the
preparation and realization of documentary and reference publications'.
The contributions of K. Vazvazova are in the preparation and realization of

documentary collections, mainly from the fund of the National Library "St. St.
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2. The first chapter "Biographical data and main directions in the
professional development of Kirila Vazvazova-Karateodorova™ includes
three paragraphs. The first paragraph presents data on the life and family
environment, education and professional development of K. VVazvozova, found in
her personal archival fund, parts of which are stored in the Bulgarian Historical
Archive at the National Library "St. St. Cyril and Methodius" and the Central
State Archive. Biographical information on members of her family is also
presented. Main directions in the scientific and socio-political activity of K.
Vazvazova are traced. Details of her involvement in various commissions are
given, about her participation in scientific sessions, conferences, international
congresses and symposiums in Bulgaria and abroad, and her honours. The most
significant individual studies of K. Vazvazova in the field of archival studies,
archaeography and source studies are indicated.

Her contribution to the development of Bulgarian archival studies and
archaeography is proven. She ranks among the most distinguished researchers of
the Bulgarian revival. Thankfully to her constant care and searches, thousands of
documents have been collected in the National Library, which after scientific
processing have been made available for the use of Bulgarian and foreign
researchers. Her name is associated with the publication of documents’ collections
revealing parts of Bulgarian history. More than thirty volumes of documentary
editions have been published under her management and direct participation not
only as a manager but also as a compiler and editor. In cooperation with the state
archives, she participated in committees for archival funds’ search, as well as for
preparation of the first instructions for their processing.

The next paragraph, entitled "*In the Academic and Directors’ Council of
the St. St. Cyril and Methodius National Library", explores the participation
of K. Vazvazova in the work of both boards. Her opinion on basic issues
concerning the Library and the Manuscript and Documentation Sector (MDS) is

outlined, as well as the importance of the positions she defended. The qualities of
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K. Vazvazova as an organizer and her contributions to improving work in NLCM
and MDS are presented.

In a period of no less than three decades, while she was part of the
management team of one hardly imposed cultural institution, K. Vazvazova
achieved high results. She flexibly led the battle for establishment of Manuscript
and documental sector (MDS) as a leading archival centre. K. Vazvazova acted
In a way that everyone to notice the people she worked with and the hard-achieved
quality publications to be seen. She never sat aside from the problems of various
kinds that arose for the Library and the MDS, always expressing her opinion and
position with thorough suggestions.

From the attached evidence, we can highly appreciate what she has done in
the overall situation background at that time. The documents preserved in the
NLCM’s archival fund do not always provide us with sufficiently accurate and
detailed information about the atmosphere of work in the Scientific and
Directorate Councils, where matters were not confined to the special collections
but were common to such a multifunctional institution. Nevertheless, they give us
a clear idea of the active and effective participation of K. Vazvazova in these
governing bodies.

The third paragraph "*Searching for documents about Bulgarian history
in foreign archive repositories and exploring foreign archival experience"
examines the activity of K. Vazvazova in searching for archival documents in
Bulgaria and abroad. In chronological order, her business trips are traced, during
which she searched for documentary materials about Bulgarian history, some of
which were subsequently realized as publications and documentary editions. K.
Vazvazova's three-month specialization at the French School of Archivists (Ecole
Nacional des Chartes) in Paris is examined in more details. Her publications,
made public on the basis of archival documents on Bulgarian history discovered
by her in foreign archive repositories, are presented.

10

The activity of the NLCM's management related to overseas assignments
have been clarified in details with a view to further qualification and
specialization of MDS staff, including K. Vazvazova in her capacity as head of
the sector. As a result, she was well acquainted with the organisation and working
methods of a number of foreign libraries and archives and used this knowledge
both in her administrative work and to defend the positions and interests of the
NLCM special departments at every opportunity. On every trip K. Vazvazova
established contacts with local specialists, with whose cooperation she searched
for documents on Bulgarian history, including the realization of joint
documentary publications.

The second chapter "'Kirila Vazvazova-Karateodorova in the Bulgarian
archival studies and archaeography** also has three paragraphs. In the first one,
the positions of K. VVazvazova in the archival discussion in the 1950s and 1960s
are traced. Vazvazova shared and consistently defended her views on the ways
and methods of constructing a centralized archival system in Bulgaria, namely
through uniform methodological rules for working with archival documents and
centralized access to archival documents information, as well as through a system
of administrative mechanisms for their implementation. VVazvazova is also among
the earliest advocates for profiling the management bodies of the State Archive
Fund, respectively, for legal regulation of the Manuscript-documentary sector in
the structure of the NLCM. Vazvazova' s proposals to the archival legislation and
some of her views on the institutional organization of the management of the
national archival heritage, as well as her role in improving the organization of
work in the BHA at the NLCM, are examined.

The paragraph reveals that for 20 years the directors of the Library G. M.
Dobrev and K. Kalaydzhieva, together with some of the most prominent managers
of the special departments - lv. Panayotov, K. V. Tileva were fighting to preserve
the archival collections of the NLCM. With their professional experience they
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