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Opinion
By Prof. Dr. Miliana Kaimakamova, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, professional field 2.2. History and Archeology on the materials submitted for participation in a competition for the academic position of “Professor” in the professional field 2.2. History and Archeology (Bulgarian Historiography - Historical Periodicals) at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” for the needs of the Faculty of History, announced in the State Gazette, issue 96 of 19th  November 2021.
Associate Professor Dr. Todor Alexandrov Popnedelev is the only applicant in the competition. The procedure and the ensuing requirements in connection with the conduct of the competition, as evidenced by the submitted documentation, have been complied with. I did not establish any violations upon becoming acquainted with the procedure. The applicant has fulfilled the minimum national requirements under Article 26 of the Act on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria. 

Associate Professor Popnedelev is permanently connected with the academic and scientific activity of the Faculty of History at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. In 1989, he successfully defended his doctoral dissertation on “The Formation of the Historical Views of Prof. Vasil Zlatarski”, and in 1990 he was appointed senior assistant professor in the Department of History of Bulgaria. In 2005, T. Popnedelev habilitated as associate professor. Within the period 2007 -2019 he actively participated in the management of the faculty, initially as Deputy Dean (2007 - 2015), and later was elected as Dean of the Faculty (2015 - 2019). In 2013, he became the Chairperson of the Working Committee of the Third Congress of Bulgarian Studies, and subsequently the Chairperson of the International Association of Bulgarian Studies. Meanwhile, during these years, Mr. Popondelev was a member of the editorial board of the Third Congress of Bulgarian Studies and of “Minalo” Journal (“Past” in English). He participated in the publication of various authoritative historical collections and journals as their editor and compiler. His participations in various important international and national scientific forums, projects, contracts, exhibitions, etc. are numerous.

The applicant has presented himself with a total of 16 titles, including 2 monographs, 14 articles and studies in the announced competition. These works present the main themes developed by Mr. Popnedelev after his election as “Associate Professor,” and namely: the characterization of the historiographical heritage of prominent Bulgarian medievalists (V. Zlatarski, Yu. Trifonov, D. Angelov, etc.), who worked in the 20th century, the study of the research on medieval Bulgarian history, published in Yearbook of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski,” Faculty of History and Philology in the period 1905 - 1945, the history of the modern Bulgarian historiography in the late 19th and 20th centuries, the manifestations of the state policy for Europeanization of historical knowledge in post-Revolutionary Bulgaria, the reconstruction of the past and the understanding of history by the educated historian, the role of the individual in history. In their entirety, they show the aspiration of Assoc. Prof. Popnedelev to expand the scientific problems depending on the specific researched archival material and the need less studied historiographical problems to be submitted to a more detailed analysis. From historical perspective on assessment, the publications are of importance for the further development and study of the history of Bulgarian historiography in modern and most recent times.
With his scientific pursuits, Assoc. Prof. Popnedelev contributes to the creation of a more complete characterization of the factors and conditions that played a significant role in shaping the image of Bulgarian historical science, dedicated to the problems related to our national unity in the twentieth century. Particularly useful are his observations and conclusions on the pace and specificity of the three main periods in its development (Appendices 3, 4, 6). The author emphasizes the importance of state institutions, methodology and achievements of scientists in the study of the past of Bulgarian lands and Bulgarians. I would also like to point out that in these works my colleague Popnedelev devotes a special place to the development of university historical science and the role of its representatives in raising the level of Bulgarian historiography. This is another important contribution to his research on the history of modern Bulgarian historiography. At the same time, he made a successful attempt to highlight the characteristic features of Marxist-Leninist methodology that became obligatory for historians after 1944. His analytical assessments about the significance of the democratic changes after November 1989 for the emergence of new trends in the study of our national history, related to the restoration of pluralism in understanding the past and the withdrawal of state intervention in historical discourse are beneficial for the future researches.
In another group of his works, T. Popnedelev, based on solid archival material, focuses on revealing the importance of the normative documents and the state policy in general in the period 1878/1879 - 1989 for the preservation of our cultural and historical heritage and the development of the archives. The role of educational and scientific institutions for the dissemination of scientifically based historical knowledge among Bulgarian society is being analysed. The role of textbook literature, scientific periodicals and the role of professional historians in the formation of sustainable historical knowledge is emphasized (Appendices 5, 10).

Knowing relatively closely the scientific and thematic development of Assoc. Prof. T. Poponedelev, I have every reason to point out that one of the central topics, permanently taken place in his work, is related to the detailed study of the scientific work of one of the classics of Bulgarian medievalism, and namely V. Zlatarski. This enduring interest of his began to form with his first successful experience in the study of the voluminous scientific output of the eminent Bulgarian medievalist, the visible result of which was the defence of the above-mentioned doctoral dissertation. As can be seen from the list of publications submitted for participation in the competition for the academic position “Professor”, T. Popnedelev keeps returning to this topic, expanding and enriching it with documents (Appendices 2, 7, 8). Among them, the most significant from a historiographical point of view is the monograph entitled “The development of Vasil Zlatarski as a Historian and Teacher” (Sofia, Anamnesis, 2021). After reading the monograph I have reason to point out that this is the first comprehensive study of its kind on the scientific work of V. Zlatarski. Above all, T. Popnedelev managed to connect the two leading principles in the research of the scientist, and particularly the positivism and the source studies. The monograph consistently examines the scholar's education and specializations abroad, the philosophical and methodological principles that guided Zlatarski in his research work as a positivist, his contributions to the study of the history of medieval Bulgaria, as well as other periods of the Bulgarian history. 
The most significant place among the works submitted for review is the habilitation thesis of Assoc. Prof. Т. Popnedelev, entitled “The Bulgarian Middle Ages across the Pages of the Yearbook of Sofia University. Faculty of History and Philology (1905-1945),” Sofia 2022. In the Preface to his work, p. 11, he states the reason for choosing this topic, sharing the following: “In my studies with post-Revolutionary Bulgarian historiography, the role of “Yearbook of Sofia University. Faculty of History and Philology” was clearly outlined among scientific periodicals as a mirror in the development of our science and at the same time a factor for its progress. This is what prompted me to look at publications related mainly to the study of the Bulgarian Middle Ages, which dominates across the pages of the “Yearbook.” A detailed answer is given to the question of the reasons which have determined the increased interest of scientists in the study of the Bulgarian medieval history.
Getting acquainted with them raises a question that I would like to ask Assoc. Prof. Popnedelev. It comes down to the following, were the general sentiments for national unification, which embraced Bulgarian society at the end of the 19th and the first part of the 20th centuries, another valid reason for this increased scientific interest in the Bulgarian Middle Ages?

The monograph analyses a total of forty-five studies, which are the work of thirteen authors. The articles and studies are divided into three chapters, according to the study of problems related to the history of early medieval Bulgaria until 1018, the period of Byzantine rule in the Bulgarian lands in the XI-XII centuries and the restored Bulgarian kingdom in 1185. The contributions of this work are in several directions. First of all, it clarifies the main topics, methodology and methods followed by the authors in their development. Their merits for the development and consolidation of the university medieval studies, as well as the establishment of the Yearbook as an important factor for the development of the Bulgarian historiography in the period between the two world wars are revealed. The main conclusion is that in a short period of time the medievalists, historians, archaeologists, literary scholars, philologists, art critics and others have made great progress in the development of the humanitarian sciences.

After reading the scientific papers and indicating the contributions contained therein, I find it justified to give my positive vote for the election of Assoc. Prof. Todor Alexandrov Popnedelev to the academic position “Professor” in the professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology (Bulgarian Historiography - Historical Periodicals).
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