ASSESSMENT
on the application of Assoc. Prof. Roumen Zhivkov Boyadzhiev, PhD, Centre for Slavo-Byzantine Studies “Prof. Ivan Dujčev”, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”

for Professorship in the Professional area 2.2. History and Archaeology (History of Late Antiquity: Christian Prosopography) 
by Prof. Dr. Habil. Mirena Hristova Slavova, Department of Classics, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”

The only applicant, Assoc. Prof. Rumen Boyadzhiev, PhD, is entirely eligible for obtaining the Professor position in accordance with the Art. 115 of the Regulations for the conditions and the order for acquiring academic degrees and occupying academic positions at the Sofia University.

He participates in the competition with two monographs, one of which is his doctoral dissertation, three studies and eight articles dealing with issues related to the topic of the competition. Since the doctoral dissertation, Assoc. Prof. Boyadzhiev’s research interests have been centered on the history of Christianity. In the publications submitted for the competition, I outline three more particular research fields – the distribution and characteristics of early Christianity on the periphery of Pax Romana (“The Lost Africa Sacra” Monograph (491 pages and publications Nos. 2, 5, 12), Christianity and Women (publications Nos. 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9), Christian Symbolism (publications Nos. 10 and 13).
I find the most significant contribution of the candidate demonstrated in all of his publications, his experience of looking into the history of Christianity in a certain geographic area not just as a historian but rather as a historian of culture. It is precisely this cultural-anthropological engagement of the author which appeals to me as a philologist the most and which makes him look at the fate of the characters in the epigraphic monuments, statistically establish the number of temples or restore the life path of a particular person (for example, that of the first Christian nuns) against the backdrop of the major social and religious changes during Late Antiquity. It is this scientific curiosity about the human person in the swirl of great ideological displacements that makes him look at either the feminine figures of the zealous Christians in a completely masculine oriented era, or at the drawings of graffiti in the Old Bulgarian monastery near the village of Ravna (region of Provadia) – a completely personal act of Christians, which, however, says a lot about the contemporary cultural-historical situation in the society.
I also appreciate the candidate’s effort to rely on rich historical sources for studying either the characteristics of Christianization in different provinces of the Roman Empire or the specificity of the female presence in the womb of the Christian Church – literary, archaeological, epistolary and epigraphic materials whose interpretation requires great professionalism and scrupulous work. Concerning the scrutiny of the source material, I have comments on some gaps in individual publications, which interfere with understanding. For example, such is the case of the late sisters Aurelia Ianuaria and Aurelia Domna in Tomi (publication No. 3): they ask the parents to take care of their own children and not of themselves, and in line 11 of the inscription the conjecture must be provid[etе, not provid[et; Legio V Macedonica has resided in Oescus, and Legio XIII Gemina – in Ratiaria, and not vice versa; ὀσσάρεια (sic) cannot be but a plural form of the Latin ossarium (publication No. 4, cf. ossaria CIL 6, 25519,1), not an epithet of a Christian woman, etc.
The voluminous monograph on the Christianization of North Africa incorporates the accumulated professional assets of the researcher, who demonstrates here a detailed knowledge of the geographical, historical and confessional issues in the area against the backdrop of the common processes in Late Antiquity in the Mediterranean basin. Since, with this monograph, Dr. Boyadzhiev and other few Bulgarian researchers on the subject set standards for studying the complex problems of Christianity in North Africa in the period of IV–VI cent. AD, I would like to draw attention to the need of establishing appropriate Bulgarian transliterations of many non-popular foreign language toponyms, ethnonyms, and anthroponyms (Latin, Punic, Numidian, etc.) of this geographical area, still a desideratum in the monograph in question. Notwithstanding this remark, the monograph, together with other publications on the same subjects (for example, the interestingly and smoothly written „North African Limes and Prae-limes, their Christian urban environment and economics in IV–VI century, publication No. 5), presents Dr. Boyadzhiev as a distinguished and qualified specialist in this more or less exotic for the Bulgarian research subject area. Quotations and his peer reviewed publications prove this statement.
I appreciate also the candidate’s teaching experience underlying that his qualification is successfully integrated into Sofia University’s educational programs (including the new Bachelor’s program “Africanistics”). In addition, Dr. Boyadzhiev’s involvement in national and international projects qualifies him as an authoritative scientist with ability to participate in large research projects and to attract external funding for the development of research.
In conclusion: Irrespective of some of the noted above imperfections, my overall evaluation of the application under review is positive. Therefore I suggest to the esteemed board that Associate Professor Roumen Boyadzhiev, PhD, obtain the academic position “Professor” in professional area 2.2. History and Archeology (History of Late Antiquity: Christian Prosopography).
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