OPINION
By
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariana Malinova Tian, Institute for the State and the Law,
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

for the award of the educational and scientific degree Doctor (Phd) in the professional field 2.1.
Philology (Doctoral Programme “Languages of Asia, Africa and America — Contemporary Korean
Language — Applied Linguistics”) with a dissertation entitled: "Linguistic constructions of
modernity - neologisms in the contemporary language of the Republic of Korea", submitted by
doctoral candidate Asya Rumenova Antova, part-time doctoral student in the Department of
Korean Studies, Faculty of Classical and Modern Philology, with scientific supervisor: Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Irina Vladimirova Sotirova

. Information about the doctoral candidate and the procedure
- About the procedure

By order No. RD 20-798 of 23.03.2021. Asya Rumenova Antova was enrolled in part-time
doctoral studies in the professional field 2.1. Philology (Doctoral Programme “Languages of Asia,
Africa and America — Contemporary Korean Language — Applied Linguistics” ) with a scientific
specialty "Languages of the peoples of Asia, Africa, and America". She has fulfilled the goals and
tasks set in advance in the Individual Study Plan (ISP) on time, has successfully taken all the exams
from the educational program with the highest possible grades. She was enrolled with the right to
defense by order No. RD -20-822/24.04.2025. The documentation submitted by the doctoral
student Asya Rumenova Antova in connection with the current procedure fully meets the
requirements of the Higher Education Act, the Regulations for the Implementation of the Higher
Education Act and the "Rules on the Conditions and Procedure for Acquiring Science Degrees and
Holding Academic Positions in Sofia University 'St. Kliment Ohridski** and consists of: PhD
Thesis; Extended Abstract of the Dissertation (in Bulgarian and English); List of publications
(three, one of which is co-authored, which fulfilled minimum requirements for publications);
Diploma of Higher Education; Similarity Report (anti-plagiarism check report); ISP,
Autobiography.

- For the doctoral candidate
Education and gualifications:
1999-2004 — Secondary education at "Simeon Radev" Foreign Language High School,
Pernik;
2004-2008 — Bachelor's degree in Korean Studies at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski";
2009-2011 — Master's degree in International Management at Yonsei University in Seoul
(one of the most prestigious universities in the Republic of Korea).
It is to be noted that all educational stages were completed with honors.




2018 — professional qualification “teacher” at the Department for Teacher Development at Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski”.

Career path:

Since 2011 she has been working as a senior teacher of Korean language and culture at 18th
Secondary School “William Gladstone”, Sofia.
Expert and organizational activities:

Participation in several international programs — “Bulgaria Young Leaders — Education
Leaders’ Training Program”, Teachers College at Columbia College, New York, USA (2016) and
“Erasmus+ Key Action 1” program, Helsinki/Tallinn (in 2017 and 2025).

Participation in international proiects:

Doctoral student Asya Antova is a Project Manager of two international projects — 1). The
first in Bulgaria trilingual Korean board game "HanPando" of the Academy of Korean Studies of
the Republic of Korea; 2). Youth exchange project between 18. William Gladstone Secondary
School and 14 schools in the Chunang district, Seoul, Republic of Korea (Project Manager and
coordinator).

Research output:

In the current procedure, the doctoral student presents three articles that are on the topic of
the dissertation and have been published in publications of the University Publishing House "St.
Kliment Ohridski". Asya Antova is a co-author of two textbooks on the Korean language for
Primary and Lower Secondary education, published in 2022 and 2024.

II. Evaluation of the qualities of the dissertation

- Relevance and significance of the dissertation research problem.

The unprecedented dynamics of today's world are accompanied by serious social,
technological, legal, psychological and cultural transformations, which inevitably affect society,
and hence also the language and the massive introduction of new vocabulary into it, which is
actually the subject of research in the presented dissertation work on the topic "Linguistic
constructions of modernity - neologisms in the contemporary language of the Republic of Korea".
The subject matter under study, which reveals the processes of neologization in the modern Korean
language, examined in the context of modern globalization and digital communication, is
extremely relevant, of essential importance and with a very high degree of complexity.

- Depth and exhaustiveness of the study of theoretical sources

Doctoral student Asya Antova demonstrates exceptional thoroughness in examining the
theoretical formulation of the problem and very conscientiously approaches the selection, research
and analysis of sources for her work, striving for comprehensiveness as much as possible. Proof
of this is the fact that she devotes an entire chapter to this direction. In the first chapter, entitled
"Theoretical foundations and previous research. Concepts and periodization", concepts of
"modernity"”, "modernization”, "modernism", "neologism", etc. are commented on with the caveat
that the “Eurocentric” perspective cannot be mechanically applied to “non-European” societies,
which is of fundamental importance in this type of research. The second part of the first chapter




also presents the theoretical framework of the dissertation. Special attention is paid to the main
Lexicographical resources, to the institutional corpora and projects for regulating the processes of
neologization, to the role of the National Institute of the Korean Language as a responsible body
for the norm and development of the modern Korean language (the last two parts of the first
chapter).

— Proof of essential aspects of already existing theories. hypotheses, etc., using new

tools/methods

The object of study in the sixth part of the first chapter is neologisms in world linguistic
traditions (1.6. Neologisms in global linguistic traditions — European, American, Bulgarian, and
Korean linguistic traditions). A review of research on this issue in the Bulgarian, Korean,
European and American scientific schools is made, and the doctoral student skillfully uses some
already existing theoretical and methodological propositions, which he competently applies in his
research.

~ Proposing new interpretations, definitions, etc. of a current and previously analyzed

object of scientific research

The main goal that doctoral candidate Asya Antova sets for herself in the dissertation is to
create a theoretical framework for the study of modernity as a linguistic process, in which the role
of Korean neologisms is not limited to filling the vocabulary of the language, but also takes into
account their functionality as an important and necessary mechanism in organizing the emerging
social realities in the contemporary Korean language.

- Operationality of the selected research methods

In relation to the issues under consideration and the linguistic focus of the study, I believe that
the methodology used is very appropriate. The doctoral candidate is based mainly on the structural-
processual approach to word formation, which is combined with various types of analysis
(sociolinguistic analysis, corpus analysis, morphemic analysis, comparative analysis, synchronic
analysis and diachronic analysis).

— Creation of new classifications, methods, technologies. etc.

Summarizing available definitions, concepts and hypotheses, based on the fundamental
method in scientific and applied research — the theoretical approach, doctoral candidate Asya
Antova, analyzing various classifications of word formation models, creates a new classification
of Korean neologisms, developed on the basis of complex criteria such as origin, method of word
formation, degree of establishment of this type of linguistic units and the social function they
perform for society. The classification proposed by the doctoral student, based on a survey
conducted on the one hand and on extremely valuable years of practical experience on the other,
which is adapted to the contemporary Korean language and serves as a composition for the
structural analysis in the text, is undoubtedly of a highly beneficial nature. The author also
proposes a periodization of the Korean language based on neologization (in the third part of
the first chapter 1.3. Characteristics of Korean neologisms), which is of great benefit for a more
in-depth and comprehensive study of the development of linguistic modernity in Korea. The
dissertation distinguishes three strategic stages, which, according to her, are the basis of the
restructuring of the lexical fund of the contemporary Korean language.

~ Integrity in the collection, processing, and analysis of empirical data

The dissertation includes empirical data that have been collected, processed and analyzed
very correctly and are skillfully incorporated as illustrative material into the individual chapters.
The Appendix contains an empirical study in the form of a survey specifically designed for the




purposes of the dissertation, and its results are comprehensively and competently analyzed. This
significantly strengthens the practical focus of the work related to teaching Korean as a foreign
language.

- Reliability of the material on which the contributions are based

Based on corpus analysis in linguistics, which examines how language is actually used in
numerous real texts, Asya Antova defines five main types of neologisms according to their mode
of formation - compositions, derivatives, contaminations, abbreviations, semantic innovations,
discovering a high efficiency of composite models, suffixal derivation and abbreviation, which
play a leading role in the formation of a large part of the new vocabulary (Chapter II “Lexical
origin and structure of the Korean language. Word-formation mechanisms and productive
models”).

- Obtaining and establishing new facts

Research in Bulgaria in the field of contemporary Korean is extremely scarce. The present
work is innovative in several respects: for the first time, an empirical study is proposed using a
new methodology to the presented in-depth analysis of the obtained results, which significantly
contributes to the development of Korean studies and comparative linguistics in our country and
is of practical value for Korean language teachers, as it supports the training of students.

- Gathering empirical evidence supporting existing concepts, interpretations, etc.

In the second chapter: “Lexical origin and structure of the Korean language. Word-formation
mechanisms and productive models”, the doctoral candidate builds the theoretical and structural
framework of the model-structural analysis of Korean neologisms. Asya Antova examines the
word-formation mechanisms, the morpheme structure (chapter 2, part 2 ,,Morphemic structure of
the Korean language), the productive models for creating neologisms and different types of
vocabulary in the vocabulary of the Korean language depending on the origin — Sino-Korean,
indigenous Korean and loanwords, on the basis of which modern word-formation processes and
the intensity of neologization arise (chapter 2, part 1 ,,Types of vocabulary according to origin —

Sino-Korean vocabulary, native Korean vocabulary, loanwords*).

~ Bibliographic competency

Considerable scientific literature in several languages - Bulgarian, Korean and English - has
been used. In places, some inaccuracies are noticeable in the bibliography and when citing
citations (failure to indicate a page or year of publication, etc.).

- Compliance with the structural requirements for the dissertation text

The dissertation, which is 142 pages and consists of an introduction, three chapters, a
conclusion, an appendix and a bibliography, fully complies with the compositional requirements
for this type of text. The individual parts are logically connected and subordinate to the main goal.
The introduction clearly states: The object of the study — neologisms, which are considered
historically not as isolated linguistic phenomena, but as “an active mechanism for naming new
realities, practices and identities” in the context of modernity (p. 5); The hypothesis that needs to
be argued is that neologization in modern Korean is not a random process, but is carried out
through “stable structural and word-formation patterns that are subject to systematic description,
classification, and application in the practice of teaching Korean as a foreign language” (p. 6);
The main goal is "To describe and systematize the productive word-formation patterns in
neologisms in the contemporary Korean language and to derive an applicable framework for their
analysis and teaching." (p.7). In the conclusion, the conclusions drawn prove the hypothesis stated




at the beginning, the achievement of the set goal, and emphasize the contributions of the study.
- Assessment of stylistic and language proficiency and adherence to standard grammar.
spelling, and punctuation rules
The dissertation is written extremely competently, in a well-maintained academic style,
easily readable, without any deviations from literary spelling norms.
— Assessment of the correspondence of the abstract text with the dissertation text
All requirements and recommendations have been met: the text of the abstract fully

corresponds to the text of the dissertation, summarizes the content, the key results achieved, and
the points of contribution.

III. Contributions of the dissertation research

- Nature of the contributions:
The scientific contributions of the doctoral student can be found in three main areas:
O Scientific novelty,
O Enrichment of existing knowledge,
U Adaptation and application of scientific achievements in practice.

My opinion is that the scientific results achieved in the dissertation enrich the existing
knowledge in the scientific specialty "Korean Studies" and other scientific fields and represent a
significant and original contribution to the science of philology as a whole.

- Evaluation of the author's contribution to the obtained results in the dissertation

thesis and the publications related to it

I fully accept the main contributions stated by the doctoral candidate.
The dissertation contains theoretical summaries and proposed solutions to a large
scientifically applied and little-researched problem.

— Evaluation of the potential applications of the obtained results
The proposed dissertation work by doctoral candidate Antova is in full compliance with
the requirements for acquiring the scientific degree "doctor" of the ZRASRB, the
Regulations for its implementation and the Regulation for the development of the academic
staff at "St. Kliment Ohridski".

IV. Remarks and Recommendations

I have no critical remarks or recommendations. The merits of the dissertation are obvious.

V. Publications and Participation in Scientific Forums

Doctoral candidate Asya Antova fulfills all requirements of the Regulations on the terms and
conditions for acquiring scientific degrees and holding academic positions at Sofia University "St.
Kliment Ohridski" for testing and disseminating the results of her research according to Art. 5,
point 5 and not only covers, but also repeatedly exceeds the minimum national requirements
under Article 63, paragraph 1, point 4 and Art. 69, paragraph 3 with regard to scientific,
publication and expert activity.

V1. Conclusion

H npejniaraM Ha ysaxxaeMoto HayuHo xypu na npuckau o6pasosaTenHaTa M HaydHa

CTeleH ,,JOKTOp* Ha Acsi PyMeHoBa AHTOBa



The dissertation submitted for defense is a fully completed scientific research of an
innovative nature. Based on the comprehensive analysis of the achieved scientific and scientific-
applied results in the dissertation presented by doctoral candidate Asya Antova on the topic:
“Linguistic Constructions of Modernity — Neologisms in the Contemporary Language of the
Republic of Korea” and considering the fulfillment of all formal academic criteria, I declare with
full conviction my "POSITIVE EVALUATION" assessment and propose to the esteemed
Scientific Jury to award the educational and scientific degree "doctor" to Asya Rumenova Antova
and I propose to the esteemed Scientific Jury to award the educational and scientific degree of
"doctor" to Asya Rumenova Antova in professional field 2.1. Philology (Languages of the

Peoples of Asia, Africa and America — Contemporary Korean language — Applied Linguistics).

Sofia, 26 May 2026 Member of the scientific jury:.g?
/ Assoc. Prof. Mariana Tian PhD/



