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The dissertation submitted for defense, along with the accompanying
materials and documents, complies with the requirements of the Academic Staff
Development Act of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for the
Development of the Academic Staff at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”.
They demonstrate that the regular stages of the doctoral candidate’s study plan have
been successfully completed within the prescribed timeframe. The scientific
committee was appointed by Order No. RD-38-129 of 16 March 2026 issued by the
Rector of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”.

1. General Characteristics of the Dissertation

The submitted dissertation comprises a total of 142 pages, including 132
pages of main text, as well as an appended questionnaire developed within the
framework of the research, and a bibliography of 76 sources in Cyrillic, Latin, and
Korean.



Structurally, the study includes an introduction, three main chapters, a conclusion, a
section on contributions, an appendix (survey questionnaire), and a bibliography of
the sources used.

2. Object, Subject, Aims and Tasks of the Dissertation. Relevance and
Significance of the Study

The topic of the dissertation is clearly formulated and addresses an important
and insufficiently explored problem in Bulgarian Korean studies — the systematic
study of neologisms in contemporary Korean as structural manifestations of
linguistic modernity.

In the introduction, the author justifies the choice of topic by emphasizing that
neologisms are not merely lexical innovations, but an active mechanism for
conceptualizing new social realities. The object of the study is the contemporary
language of the Republic of Korea as a dynamic lexical system, while the subject
concerns the word-formation mechanisms involved in the creation of neologisms.
The main objective is to systematize productive word-formation models and to
develop an analytical framework with both theoretical and applied value.

The study i1s distinguished by a clearly formulated scientific hypothesis: that
neologization in contemporary Korean is not a spontaneous and chaotic process, but
one realized through stable and productive word-formation models. The author
convincingly argues that behind the apparent diversity of new vocabulary lies a
systematic structural organization that can be described, classified, and applied
pedagogically.

3. Theoretical Framework and Methodology

The theoretical framework is interdisciplinary and includes a structural-
processual approach, morphemic analysis, classification of word-formation models,
corpus analysis, and an empirical survey. This comprehensive approach enables a
holistic examination of neologization in Korean and enhances the scientific value of
the results.



4. Analysis of the Dissertation Content

The dissertation by Asya Antova represents an in-depth study of neologization
processes in contemporary Korean, examined within the context of linguistic
modernity.

In the introduction, the author substantiates the relevance of the topic,
formulates the scientific problem related to the perception of neologisms as chaotic
and fragmented phenomena, and advances the hypothesis that they are underpinned
by a system of stable word-formation models. The object, subject, aims, and tasks
of the research are clearly defined.

Chapter One establishes the theoretical framework. It examines modernity
as a linguistic process in which language not only reflects but actively participates
in constructing social reality. The author reviews various linguistic traditions
(European, American, Korean, and Bulgarian) regarding the concept of “neologism”
and formulates a working definition tailored to the specifics of the Korean language.
Particular attention is paid to distinguishing between neologisms, borrowings, and
fashionable words — an essential distinction for analytical precision. A multi-faceted
classification of neologisms is proposed based on origin, formation, degree of
establishment, and social function.

Chapter Two constitutes the analytical core of the dissertation. It examines
the lexical composition and morphemic structure of Korean as a basis for high word-
formation productivity. The main mechanisms of neologism formation are analyzed
— compounding, derivation, abbreviation, and phonological models. Special
attention is given to the interaction between native Korean, Sino-Korean, and
borrowed elements, leading to hybrid structures. The analysis identifies stable and
productive word-formation patterns, challenging the notion of randomness in
neologization.

Chapter Three explores the social dynamics of contemporary Korean, with
a focus on the role of Anglicisms and the phenomenon of “Konglish™. The influence
of English across different historical periods is traced, along with its role in
contemporary lexical innovation. The author demonstrates that borrowings are not
external elements but are integrated through internal linguistic mechanisms. The



analysis also reveals that neologisms perform important social functions related to
identity, social evaluation, and communication in the digital environment.

The study situates contemporary linguistic processes within their historical
context — from the transition to Hangul as the primary writing system to present-day
processes of digitalization and globalization. This allows modernity to be understood
as a process of reinterpretation rather than a radical break with tradition.

The conclusion summarizes the main findings and confirms the initial
hypothesis that neologization in contemporary Korean is a systematic and rule-
governed process. The role of neologisms as key markers of social change and as
tools for constructing modern identity is emphasized.

The appendix contains an empirical survey investigating the role and
functions of neologisms in teaching Korean as a foreign language, along with an
analysis of the collected data. The study has been conducted using a specialized
questionnaire disseminated among Korean language instructors in different
educational contexts (in Bulgaria, Austria, and the Republic of Korea).

The results show that neologisms are perceived as an important but
challenging element in teaching due to their dynamic, unstable, and often culturally
conditioned nature. At the same time, they have significant potential to enhance
learner motivation and improve understanding of contemporary linguistic and
cultural contexts.

In summary, the dissertation provides a comprehensive, theoretically
grounded, and empirically supported account of neologization in contemporary
Korean. It is characterized by a clearly formulated concept, coherent structure, and
significant analytical contribution, successfully integrating linguistic, sociocultural,
and applied perspectives.

5. Scientific and Applied Contributions
The contributions of the dissertation can be summarized as follows:

o Systematization of productive models for neologism formation in
contemporary Korean and demonstration of the systematic nature of
neologization;



« Analytical distinction between neologisms, borrowings, fashionable words,
and hybrid forms, and development of an applicable classification model;

« Analysis of hybridization and borrowing as internally integrated mechanisms;
« Conceptualization of neologisms as constructions of modernity;

« Development of a model-structural approach to the analysis of neologisms
with direct application in Korean language teaching.

6. Recommendations

Within the research summaries, analyses, and the formulation of new structural
classifications — such as “Classification of Neologisms in Contemporary Korean”
(pp. 26-36) and “Periodization of the Korean Language in the Context of the
Dissertation” (pp. 37-40) — it is recommended that the main characteristics of
existing viewpoints and classifications be presented more explicitly, in order to
highlight more clearly the author’s position and the contribution of the analytical
work.

7. Abstract of the Dissertation

The abstract provides a systematic and adequate presentation of the dissertation
content. It outlines the relevance of the topic and the scientific problem; the object,
subject, aims, and tasks; the methodology; the structure and main content. The text
is logically organized and gives an accurate overview of the main results and
contributions. There is full correspondence between the abstract and the dissertation.

8. Compliance with Minimum National Requirements

Based on the submitted materials, it can be concluded that the doctoral candidate
meets the minimum national requirements for obtaining the PhD degree, namely:

« A dissertation containing research contributions;

« Publications on the dissertation topic — three academic publications, one co-
authored with Assoc. Prof. Irina Sotirova (listed in the Abstract);

« Participation in academic activities and teaching practice;

« Application of scientific methodology and original contribution.



9. Conclusion

In view of the above, I give a positive evaluation of the dissertation and propose
that the esteemed scientific committee award Asya Rumenova Antova the
educational and scientific degree “Doctor” (PhD) in professional field 2.1.
Philology, Languages of the Peoples of Asia, Africa and America (Contemporary
Korean Language — Applied Linguistics).
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