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1. General presentation of the procedure and the doctoral student

By order No. RD -38 -189/17.04.2026. of the Rector of Sofia University ,,St. Kliment
Ohridski“ I have been appointed as a member of the scientific jury for ensuring a defense
procedure of a dissertation on the topic: ,,PERCEPTION AND UNDERSTANDING OF AN
ARTISTIC TEXT IN THE INITIAL STAGE OF THE BASIC EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
VIA AN INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH® for the acquisition of the educational and
scientific degree ,,doctor* in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional
direction 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching in... (Methodology of teaching Bulgarian language and
literature in the initial stage of education). The author of the dissertation is Desislava Krasteva
Krasteva - doctoral student at the Department of Didactics with scientific supervisor Prof. Dr.

Neli lvanova from the Faculty of Pedagogy of Sofia University ,,St. Kliment Ohridski.

The set of materials presented by Desislava Krasteva on electronic media is in
accordance with the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff of Sofia
University and includes the following documents: an application to the Head of the
Department of Didactics of the Faculty of Pedagogy of Sofia University for the opening of the
procedure for the defense of a dissertation; a curriculum vitae in European format; protocol

No. 10/31.03.2026 from the Faculty Council, related to reporting the readiness to open the
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procedure and with a preliminary discussion of the dissertation; dissertation; abstract; list of
scientific publications on the topic of the dissertation; declaration of originality of the
dissertation.

The doctoral student has attached 14 publications on the topic of the dissertation and 9

reports from proceedings at scientific conferences.

Desislava Krasteva graduated at Plovdiv University ,,Paisiy Hilendarski“ with a
qualification as a primary teacher and two specializations - Music and Defectology. She is
currently a primary teacher with 27 years of work experience at the ,,Saint Constantine - Cyril
the Philosopher Secondary Educational Institution - Plovdiv. She holds the | PKS.

2. Relevance of the topic

The developed dissertational work is relevant because the interdisciplinary approach
develops the cognitive, emotional and motivational attitudes of children. Used in the
perception and comprehension of the literary text, this approach stimulates the formation of
specific skills and competencies, engages the student by combining various creative activities,
improves the ability to reason when making decisions, develops critical thinking, improves
teamwork skills. By combining educational standards from different educational areas, student
activities become more significant, and the results - more sustainable. Children's interest in

the literary text is created, which turns this educational content into a subject of knowledge.

3. Problem Knowledge
Doctoral student Desislava Krasteva Krasteva has studied the existing Bulgarian and
international literature that is relevant to the topic under consideration; she collected data
through surveys, test tools, pedagogical modeling, expert evaluation. Empirical descriptive
data analysis and correlation analysis using statistical models were used. The results of the
study were compared with existing studies; a competent assessment of the consistency of the
results was made; recommendations for future work were applied. The problem is very well

known both theoretically and practically.
4. Research methodology

The selected research methodology allows achieving the set goal, and the tasks solved
in the dissertation receive an adequate answer. Approaches supporting both the activities of
students and children are included: team-based learning; solving cases (via the ,,Aquarium®
method, Socratic method, etc.); applying the STREAM approach in perceiving and

understanding the literary text; game methods, which include different types of games; project
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work, which requires the use of different sources of information; involving parents in the work

process.

The quantitative results prove that the methods selected in this way are elements of an
educational model that allows for increased interactivity, a focus on the connections between

knowledge and the transformation of difficulties into creative challenges.
5. Characteristics and evaluation of the dissertational work and contributions

The proposed dissertational work ,,PERCEPTION AND UNDERSTANDING OF AN
ARTISTIC TEXT IN THE INITIAL STAGE OF THE BASIC EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
VIA AN INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH® is significant because it manages to
transform the concept of an interdisciplinary approach into a specific pedagogical model and
to provide a set of data that provides grounds for application in practice in the initial stage of
the basic educational degree. A diagnostic toolkit has been proposed, which has undergone
expert assessment for content adequacy, aimed at measuring complex skills for knowledge

transfer within the framework of the interdisciplinary approach.
6. Assessment of the publications and personal contribution of the doctoral student

On the topic of the scientific research, 14 (fourteen) articles have been published, which
show the results of the application of various methodological searches in the perception and
comprehension of a literary text in the initial stage of the basic level of education in the context

of the use of interdisciplinary connections.
7. Abstract

The abstract was prepared in accordance with the requirements of the regulations for the
acquisition of scientific degrees at Sofia University ,,St. Kliment Ohridski* and the Act on the
Development of the Academic Staff in Republic of Bulgaria. It is 60 pages long and reflects

the main results achieved in the dissertation.
8. Recommendations for future use of the dissertational contributions and results

I recommend Desislava Krasteva to publish a monograph based on the dissertational
work, so that it becomes available to a wide range of users: educators, students, teachers and

parents.
CONCLUSION

Due to the above, | confidently give my positive assessment of the research conducted,
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presented in the dissertation, abstract, achieved results and contributions, and I suggest to the
esteemed scientific jury to award the educational and scientific degree ,,doctor to Desislava
Krasteva Krasteva in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, professional field
1.3. Pedagogy of teaching in... (Methodology of teaching Bulgarian language and literature in

the initial stage of education).
11.05.2026 Statement by: ...............ooll
(signature)

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ekaterina Cherneva
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