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on the dissertation thesis entitled: “Oratores atque bellatores: The Warring Clergy in Medieval
Western Europe (10th century — early 12th century)” for the award of the educational and scientific
degree “Doctor” to Bozhin Pavlinov Donchev — full-time doctoral student in professional field 2.2.
History and Archaeology (Medieval General History — Medieval Pre-modern Identities in Western
and Central Europe) .

Bozhin Pavlinov Donchev is a doctoral student in the Department of Ancient History, Thracology
and Medieval History at the Faculty of History, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. He has
successfully completed his training and fulfilled all the requirements of his doctoral programme. All
legal and regulatory conditions of the procedure have been duly observed. The dissertation text,
consisting of 338 pages, is structured into three chapters, an introduction, a conclusion, biographical
data, and a bibliography. The first chapter is entitled “Theological, Canonical, and Historical
Conceptual Framework of the Phenomenon of the Warring Clergy until the 10th Century”, the
second chapter “The Clergy and War in the German Kingdom in the 10th-11th Centuries”, and the
third chapter “The Warring Clergy of the French Kingdom in the Last Quarter of the 11th Century
and the Beginning of the 12th Century”. The chapters are divided into subchapters. The dissertation
is distinguished by its coherent and logical structure, excellent scholarly style, and rich academic

language, which demonstrates fluent command of the relevant scientific terminology.

The dissertation of doctoral candidate Donchev examines the issue of the fighting clergy in the
period from the 10th century to the beginning of the 12th century. It outlines the difficulties faced
by the Church and the clergy in Western Europe in reconciling evangelical morality with military
service, as well as the perception of this phenomenon in theological literature and epic tradition
during the 12th century. The aim is to investigate the role of the clergy in military campaigns in the
German Kingdom and in the First Crusade, and to clarify the reasons for the changes that occurred
in the last quarter of the 11th century in France — namely, the adoption of eremitism by secular lords
and warriors in the northern parts of the kingdom. Therefore, it can be stated that Bozhin Donchev’s
dissertation represents a bold scholarly challenge to contemporary medieval studies and historical
science, while the topic chosen by the doctoral candidate and his supervisor is topical and

significant.

The methodology presented in the dissertation is comprehensive and incorporates the



interdisciplinary approach necessary for this type of research. It combines historical analysis,
synthesis, comparisons, and generalisations based on data from medieval sources. The so-called
case-study model, which has become particularly prominent in contemporary historical scholarship,
is also employed. It is found in the second chapter, in the context of the Reichskirchensystem, and in
the third chapter. The method of theoretical triangulation is likewise applied in two directions: first,
the examination of specific theories, and second, the construction of a conceptual framework within

which different theories are integrated.

The first chapter of the dissertation, entitled “Theological, Canonical, and Historical Conceptual
Framework of the Phenomenon of the Warring Clergy until the 10th Century”, serves as a kind of
introduction to the problem of the “fighting clergy”. It consists of seven subchapters and a
conclusion. The attitude towards war and the military profession in the Gospel and New Testament
texts is examined. The historical path by which the Church was compelled to become integrated
into the Carolingian military system in the 9th century is traced — these being the prerequisites for
the emergence of the Reichskirchensystem phenomenon, which is analysed in detail in the

dissertation.

The second chapter, entitled “The Clergy and War in the German Kingdom in the 10th-11th
Centuries”, is of particular importance to the dissertation. Its chronological scope covers the period
from 900 to 1024, leaving outside its main focus the Investiture Controversy between the Papacy
and the German emperors in the second half of the 11th century. The chapter comprises four
subchapters. The first examines the concept of the Reichskirchensystem. A skilful review is made of
earlier theories connected with the understanding that the Church within the German Kingdom —
and especially from the time of Otto the Great (936-973) — formed “part of a deliberate system in
which its resources were used to counter the centrifugal forces among the nobility”. Considerable
attention is paid to military science in the period, which was preserved and disseminated through
the ecclesiastical educational system in the 10th century. The two ancient military manuals —
Frontinus’ Strategemata and Vegetius’ Epitoma rei militaris — are also found in various manuscript
copies, indicating continuity with ancient traditions. Tactics from these ancient works were used by
Ekkehard IV and Widukind in their historical writings. Another important issue addressed concerns
the role of the clergy and their military obligations within the so-called Reichskirchensystem. It is
shown with interest that the military duties of the episcopate included the command of contingents
in wars against non-Christians as well as in internal conflicts within the German Kingdom. Other
duties involved garrison service in border fortresses and participation in the restoration of destroyed
fortifications. The clerical contingents themselves consisted of professional warriors, who could

also be direct relatives of the cleric. The maintenance of the troops was carried out through the



granting of church estates as precarium or by feeding the warriors in the episcopal or abbatial

household.

The third chapter, entitled “The Warring Clergy of the French Kingdom in the Last Quarter of the
11th Century and the Beginning of the 12th Century”, presents examples from the French Kingdom
at the end of the 11th and the beginning of the 12th century. It examines the participation in the First
Crusade of Ademar, Bishop of Le Puy (1076-1098). The evolution of the ideas of the crusading
movement towards the Holy Land is presented, as well as how it became a permanent form of
armed pilgrimage that brought salvation to its participants. The second part of the chapter discusses
the transition of knights in the French Kingdom to eremitism during the 11th century — a curious

phenomenon observed not only in hagiographic texts but also in the so-called chansons de geste.

The conclusions drawn at the end of the dissertation summarise the set goals and objectives. The
contributions of the dissertation are indisputable. First and foremost, Bozhin Donchev addresses
issues that are little known in Bulgarian historiography, related to the social realities of Western
European society. His work contributes to a deeper understanding of the medieval world and
society, especially the mental structures and worldview of the 10th—11th centuries. The detailed
study of military culture and the place of the clergy within it during this epoch is highly
commendable. Second, certain little-known historical sources have been successfully introduced
into scholarly circulation, which is particularly praiseworthy. Furthermore, through the analysis of
the sources, the topic of military education in the Middle Ages has been illuminated, with special

emphasis on the role of the Church in preserving military knowledge as part of ancient culture.

All of the above provides me with solid grounds to confidently recommend to the esteemed
academic jury that they vote in favour of awarding Bozhin Pavlinov Donchev the educational
and scientific degree of “Doctor” in professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology (Medieval

General History — Medieval Pre-modern Identities in Western and Central Europe).
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