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I. Information on the Dissertation, the Abstract, and the Publications

After reviewing the dissertation submitted to me for evaluation, entitled
»Oratores atque bellatores: The Warring Clergy in Medieval Western
Europe (10' century — early 12™ century), the attached additional publications
and the documentation for the procedure, including the scientometric reference, |
hereby declare that the doctoral candidate meets the minimum national
requirements under Article 2b, paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Act on the Development
of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ADSRB) and Article 40,
paragraph 3 of the Regulations for the Implementation of the ADSRB (PPDSARB)
for the acquisition of the educational and scholarly degree Doctor of Philosophy
(PhD) and that the dissertation possesses the qualities of an original scholarly
work, with no indications of plagiarism.

The procedure opened for the award of the educational and scholarly degree
Doctor of Philosophy is in accordance with the provisions of the ADASRB, the
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PPDSARB and the Regulations on the Conditions and Procedure for the Award
of Academic Degrees and the Occupation of Academic Positions at St. Kliment
Ohridski University of Sofia.

The text of the dissertation is written in an academic style, employs clear and
precise language, without significant spelling and grammatical errors.

The submitted abstract, with a volume of 25 pages, accurately and
analytically presents the content and main conclusions of the scholarly work and
fully meets the requirements of the relevant laws and regulations.

In addition to his dissertation, the doctoral candidate Donchev also presents
5 more of his articles (four published and one in print), which correspond to the
topic of the dissertation, have been published in peer-reviewed publications and

are characterized by originality and high scientific quality.

I1. Scholarly Contributions and Content of the Dissertation
1. General Characteristics and Topicality of the Subject

The presented dissertation is dedicated to a significant and relatively poorly
studied problem in Bulgarian medieval studies — the participation of the Christian
clergy in military actions and its place in the political and military structures of
medieval Western Europe.

The research covers the period from the 10™ to the beginning of the 121
century and focuses on two main regions — the territories of the German Kingdom
and the Kingdom of France. The dissertation is 338 pages long and has a classic
structure of an introduction, three main chapters, a conclusion, and an extensive
and well-chosen scientific apparatus.

Compositionally, the work follows a clear logic and organization, consistent
with the set goals and objectives — from building a theoretical and conceptual
framework to specific historical analyses. The introduction precisely and clearly
formulates the goals and objectives of the dissertation, presents its structure and

analytically comments on the source material and historiography used on the



topic. The author has adequately explained the reasons for the certain imbalance
in the size of the second and third chapters with the uneven volume and specificity
of the source base used.

The first chapter of the dissertation examines the theological, canonical and
historical grounds for the attitude towards war. The second chapter analyses the
phenomenon of the warring clergy in the context of the historical development of
the German Kingdom in the 10"-11™ centuries, focusing on the role of the so-
called Reichskirche system operating in it. The third chapter traces the
development of the concept of the warring clergy and its application in the French
Kingdom, focusing on the events during the First Crusade and the transformations
associated with it.

2. Source Base and Methodology

The source material used in the dissertation has been selected with high
scholarly precision and is distinguished by its diversity and breadth. Narrative
sources (chronicles, saints’ lives), canonical texts, theological treatises, literary
and epic works have been analysed. The sources have not been used simply as
illustrative material, but as an active tool for building arguments. The work with
the source base testifies to a very good linguistic and source-study training.
Donchev’s skill in using Latin texts and their critical interpretation is impressive.

The bibliography includes a wide range of studies presenting the main
approaches and interpretations on the topic in international historiography.

The dissertation is distinguished by a well-chosen and adequately applied
methodological instruments. The author applies a complex approach, including a
historical-analytical and comparative method, a case-study approach, an
interdisciplinary approach aimed at historical and theological synthesis. Particular
attention deserves the application of the method of theoretical triangulation,
through which different historiographical and theological positions are compared

in order to draw more general analytical conclusions.



3. Scholarly Contributions of the Dissertation

The dissertation has a number of clearly noticeable scholarly contributions,
among which the following can be highlighted:

1. It presents an unexplored perspective in Bulgarian historiography on the
role of the clergy in medieval Western European society, which also contributes
to a deeper understanding of the structure of medieval society in the 10""-11%
centuries.

2. An analytical framework has been constructed that presents the
participation of the clergy in military actions as a structurally determined
phenomenon in the cultural reality of Latin Christianity, arising from the
interaction between factors such as the social origin of the clergy, the political
functions of the Church, and the relations between spiritual and secular authority.

3. It has been convincingly shown that the contradiction between the
evangelical ideal of non-violence and the real practice of participation of the
clergy in military actions leads to complex forms of reconciliation that are
characteristic of medieval culture.

4. An integrative approach has been applied, assuming knowledge in the
fields of theology, canon law, political and military history, and the history of
mentalities, and allowing for a multi-layered analysis of the problem at hand.

5. The essence of the so-called Reichskirchensystem has been convincingly
rethought, presented not as an element of a strictly institutional model, but as part
of a fluid system of duties and social roles, in which the military function of the
clergy is structurally possible.

6. An original analysis and new interpretations of some sources are proposed,
skillfully revealing not only factual data, but also authorial positions for
justification, silence about or apology of violence. The study is focused on epic
and literary texts and images, which expands the traditional framework of political

history and is an important contribution to the interdisciplinary nature of the study.



Along with the undisputed scholarly merits of the dissertation, some critical
remarks should be noted, which are more of a recommendatory rather than a
principled nature and do not affect the overall positive assessment of the research.

1. Some stylistic overload is allowed in individual passages, especially in the
historiographical overviews.

2. The conclusion does not present a sufficiently in-depth comparative
analysis of the results of the study of the two regions under consideration — the

German and French kingdoms.

I11. Conclusion

In conclusion, | would like to note that the presented dissertation work
,,Oratores atque bellatores: The Warring Clergy in Medieval Western Europe (10"
century — early 12" century)“ represents a thorough, original and high-quality
scholarly study that fully meets the minimum national requirements for scientific
activity, set out in the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria and the regulations for its implementation. The author
demonstrates a high level of theoretical training, excellent work with sources,
application of adequate methodology and ability for independent scholarly
thinking. The critical remarks noted do not reduce the scholarly value of the
dissertation.

Based on the above, | give a positive evaluation of the dissertation work and
propose to the esteemed scholarly jury to award the author the educational and
scholarly degree Doctor of Philosophy in Professional field 2.2. History and
Archaeology, Scholarly specialty General Medieval History, by voting with

conviction “yes”.
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