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Data on the doctoral studies, dissertation, abstract and publications:

The dissertation of Bozhin Pavlinov Donchev has been discussed and proposed for public
defense by the Department of "Ancient History, Thracology and Medieval History" at the
Faculty of History of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" and approved by a decision of

the Faculty Council of the Faculty of History dated 24.02.2026, protocol No. 5. The procedure



for announcing the public defense is fully in accordance with the Regulations for the
Acquisition of Scientific Degrees at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski", as well as with
the relevant provisions of the Act on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria and the Regulations for its implementation.

The abstract (27 pages) fully meets the relevant requirements and provides a complete picture
of the content of the dissertation. The results of the "Anti-Plagiarism" system convincingly
prove the originality of the work. The text of the dissertation is accompanied by a significant
number of publications on the topic, which exceed the required minimum, as required by the
legal provisions. Four articles are indicated, the content of which is undoubtedly related to the
content of the dissertation.

Dissertation content:

The dissertation consists of an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, a
bibliography of the sources and studies used. It contains a total of 338 pages.

The introduction, traditionally, leads us to the goals and objectives of the study, the
methods used by the author, and some basic historiographical works on the topic. The main
goal is to research and present a phenomenon characteristic of the Western Church in the
Middle Ages, namely the “warring” clergy, based on materials from the German Kingdom
and Northern France in the 10th-12th centuries in the context of the concept of the so-called
"Imperial Church".

An important aspect of the study is the harmonization of this phenomenon with the
evangelical principles to which the life of the clergy is subject, as well as its reflection in the
theological literature and epic tradition of the period.

The first chapter, "Theological, Canonical and Historical Conceptual Framework of
the Phenomenon of the Militant Clergy until the 10th Century," is an introductory part that

presents to us the ideological basis on which the phenomenon under consideration is based.



Here, the evolution of the views of the Church and its representatives on war,
military service, violence and other topics that at first glance seem completely incompatible
with the Christian message is carefully traced.

If in the Gospel the attitude is neutral, and in the early Christian authors it is oriented
towards abstention from military service, then after the legalization of Christianity and its
transformation into part of the state doctrine of the late empire, a serious justification appears
in the person of authors such as Blessed Augustine and Ambrose of Milan. They completely
legitimize war and military service for the benefit of the Christian empire and Christianity as a
whole.

With the collapse of the empire, the role of the bishops and the Roman Church as a
unifying factor and protector of late antique society increased. Already in the early medieval
Carolingian Empire, armed clergy appeared as a precursor to the "warring clergy" of the Holy
Roman Empire.

Chapter Two, "The Clergy and War in the German Kingdom in the 10th-11th
Centuries," is based on a significant source base reviewed by the candidate, who is also well-
versed in the historiographical debates on the issue. The genesis of the "warring clergy™ in the
era of the Ottonian dynasty in the lands of the Teutonic or German Kingdom, which became
the core of the Holy Roman Empire during this period, is presented. The candidate supports
the newer concepts that the policy of creating this group of clergy was more related to the
desire to satisfy the demands of the local aristocracy, rather than to pursue a special policy of
the central government to its detriment.

Bishops and abbots, who had military contingents and military power, fit perfectly
into the overall military strategy of the empire, but without being in conflict with the rest of

the military aristocracy. The question of their military abilities and skills, the process of



investiture is also studied in detail, (but without touching on the conflict with the Papal
institution from the second half of the 11th century, which would require a separate study), as
well as the attitude of contemporary authors to this phenomenon.

The existence of a solid source base for the Teutonic Kingdom is probably also due
to the fact that it is precisely in these territories, where the "Imperial Church” was built, where
the phenomenon under study is most widespread.

Chapter Three "The Warring Clergy of the French Kingdom in the Last Quarter of
the 11th Century and the Beginning of the 12th Century" focuses on the "warring clergy" in
the French Kingdom, especially in the era of the First Crusade, since it manifested itself
precisely in this period to an extent that would be adequately reflected in the sources. Again,
as in the second chapter, individual examples are examined in the form of case-studies in the
structure of the chapter, which, through the personal fate of individual clergymen, provide us
with information about the concept and framework of the researched phenomenon.

In this case, the participation in the First Crusade of the Bishop of Le Puy, Adhemar,
is presented, which is solidly illuminated and allows for more serious generalizations. Last but
not least, the dissertation focuses on the emergence of a new type of hermits, former knights,
who replace the material foe with the spiritual enemy in the person of Satan - a phenomenon
characteristic of Northern France and described in the contemporaneous historiographical and
epic tradition.

The conclusion summarizes the main conclusions of the dissertation text in a
completely appropriate and convincing way. The candidate convincingly demonstrates the
organic fit of the "warring clergy" into the Western European military tradition of the Early
Middle Ages, as well as the ideological framework that contributed for this phenomenon. It
was on the basis of this tradition that the military-monastic orders subsequently emerged,

which became the backbone of the crusading movement from the 12th century onwards.



The general impression of Bozhin DonchevV's dissertation is completely positive.
This is a solid study, with an innovative character for our historiography. The style of the
work is excellent, and the minor typographical and technical inaccuracies, inevitable when
writing a voluminous text, could be quickly eliminated.
Scientific contributions:
I will focus on the main contributions that, in my opinion, were made by the dissertation.
1. This is the first study of its kind in Bulgarian language. It also provides an opportunity to
research the questions of the participation of the armed clergy in the campaigns in the Balkans
during the western expansion in our region.
2. New, little-known sources and historiographic concepts are presented, which make it
possible to reconstruct a more complete picture of the overall concept of the "Imperial
Church™ in the German Kingdom and of the "warring clergy" in the German and French
Kingdoms and their complex influence on public life and military affairs in the period under
consideration.
3. Last but not least, a comprehensive analysis of the theological tradition dedicated to war
and military affairs, its incorporation into Christian doctrine and its evolution, which led to
the emergence of the phenomenon under consideration, has been made.

Minor remarks may be made to the text regarding the unification of terms and
names, but this will inevitably be done in the preparation of a possible future monograph, the

publication of which I would recommend.

Conclusion:
Based on what has been said so far, | categorically recommend that the esteemed committee

award the scientific and educational degree "PhD" to Bozhin Pavlinov Donchev. Personally, |



vote with conviction "yes" and extend my congratulations for the excellent work done by the

candidate and his supervisor, Prof. lvayla Popova.
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