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R E P O R T 

on the dissertation by Martin Georgiev Chorbadzhiski titled “The Syrian Civil War and 

Migration Patterns in Southern Europe (2011–2019)” 

for the award of the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in scientific specialty 2.2. 

History and Archaeology, scientific specialty "New and Most Recent History" (Contemporary 

History) with scientific supervisors Prof. Simeon Evstatiev, PhD, and Prof. Gergana Aleksieva, 

PhD 

by Prof. Iskra Baeva PhD, Lecturer in Contemporary History at the Faculty of History, 

Sofia University „Kliment Ohridski" 

 

 

1. Personal data of the contest participant 

Martin Georgiev Chorbadzhiski was born on July 7, 1993. After graduating in 2012 from 

127th Secondary School “Ivan Nikolaevich Denkoglu,” he was admitted to the International 

Relations program at the Faculty of Law of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski,” from which 

he graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 2016. For his master’s degree, Martin Chorbadzhiski 

chose the program “Crises, Conflicts, and Diplomacy in World Politics, 16th–21st Centuries” at 

the Faculty of History of Sofia University. In 2018, he graduated with honors and a master’s 

thesis dedicated to North Macedonia. His professional career following the completion of his 

higher education began at the “Bulgarian History” Association, where he serves as an editor and 

compiler of various publications. 

 

2. Characteristics of the dissertation 

The research topic addressed in Martin Chorbadzhiski’s dissertation, “The Syrian Civil 

War and Migration Patterns in Southern Europe (2011–2019),” aligns with his background in 

international relations, as it addresses a key challenge facing the European Union—the large 

wave of migration that followed the Arab Spring and the Syrian Civil War. The author had 

endeavored to break down this complex issue by focusing his analysis on one aspect of it – the 

policies of the EU member states in what he defines as Southern Europe. The dissertation spans 

379 pages and is structured into an introduction, three chapters organized chronologically by 
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topic, a conclusion, an appendix containing the statistical tables analyzed in the text, and a 

bibliography. 

The aim of the dissertation was formulated as follows: “to examine the manner and extent 

to which the conflict in Syria has influenced migration flows and policies in Southern Europe 

during the specified period, and at the same time to identify the main factors determining the 

nature of migration” (p. 4). Martin Chorbadzhiski had also formulated additional objectives in 

five points, which, broadly speaking, include: presenting the Arab Spring as a precursor to the 

conflict in Syria; the development of the Syrian civil war; the impact of EU migration policy on 

migration patterns in the EU and specifically in Southern Europe; changes in migration trends in 

Southern Europe; and the identification of the specific characteristics of migration patterns in 

Malta and Cyprus. 

Along with the objectives, the introduction to the dissertation also provided a detailed and 

compelling account of: the historical context of the events in question, the relevance of the topic 

and its ongoing nature, the approaches employed – with the historical approach taking center 

stage – the thesis, chronological framework, the seven tasks, four research questions, the 

methodology used in writing the dissertation, and the source base with its specific characteristics 

for a topic in contemporary history, defined by the author as the history of the present. A special 

place in the introductory section was given to the definition of the key concepts and terms that 

were essential to the topic, as they clarify concepts such as Southern Europe and the Arab world, 

which differ from their geographical characteristics. From a methodological standpoint, the 

dissertation demonstrates depth and precision. 

The specific nature of the topic dictates the selection of the documents, historical studies, 

and journalistic works used. Martin Chorbadzhiyski had drawn upon a vast number of official 

reports and documents, primarily from the European Union, but also official documents from 

various governments, international organizations, and official institutions, as well as numerous 

historical studies and journalistic works, although it is not entirely clear why some of the articles 

are listed under “Periodicals” when similar articles in periodicals are also included in the main 

list of sources. My overall assessment of the documents and literature used is that the doctoral 

candidate had done a tremendous amount of preparatory work. The convincing source base and 

analytical literature are a good foundation for high-quality research, as Martin Chorbadzhiski has 

also demonstrated in his dissertation. 
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The three chapters of the dissertation follow the logic of the research. The first chapter 

presents the first topic of the dissertation: how the Syrian Civil War emerged in the wake of the 

Arab Spring, and how and why it escalated, due both to internal factors and to various external 

interventions in Syrian affairs. The remaining two chapters are devoted to the second part of the 

dissertation’s topic: how, as a result of the massive wave of migration triggered by the Syrian 

Civil War, migration patterns have emerged in European Union countries, particularly in those 

states that Martin Chorbadzhiyski has defined as Southern Europe and which are most directly 

affected by migration. 

One of Martin Chorbadzhiyski’s most important tasks was to define the geographical 

scope of the concept of “Southern Europe,” which is fundamental to his topic. He did this as 

early as the introduction (p. 16), approaching the subject like a true historian: for him, 

geopolitical and historical criteria were more important than geographical ones. Thus, the author 

had devoted the second and third chapters of his dissertation separately to the migration policies 

of the five Mediterranean countries: Spain, France, Italy, Malta, and Cyprus. The three major 

Mediterranean countries – Spain, France, and Italy – were presented together, while he had set 

the two islands apart in the third chapter, stating that he separated them due to differences in their 

migration patterns. This division – and especially its rationale – was open to debate, but Martin 

Chorbadzhiyski had justified his position quite convincingly. 

 

3. Assessment of scientific results, contributions of the dissertation and other 

publications by the doctoral candidate 

My overall assessment of Martin Chorbadzhiski’s dissertation is that it is a significant 

contribution to the field. Considering the four contributions outlined by the doctoral candidate, I 

would note that his most significant achievement lies in his ability to reveal the interconnections 

between the Syrian civil war and migration patterns in Southern Europe, viewing the war as a 

catalyst for restrictive changes in the European Union’s approach to migrant reception. Another 

strength of the dissertation is the analysis of national and European migration policies in light of 

the specific challenges posed by the Syrian Civil War. The examination of the differences in the 

migration policies of the five EU countries to which the dissertation is dedicated is also a 

significant contribution. However, I find it difficult to define them as distinct models; to me, they 

are rather specificities arising from local traditions and their different geopolitical locations. 
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Martin Chorbadzhiski has taken advantage of the new opportunities offered by digital sources for 

the study of contemporary history, but this can hardly be considered a distinct contribution, as it 

is widely practiced in other studies as well. 

The abstract accurately reflects the content of the dissertation, and its format complies 

with academic requirements. 

Martin Chorbadzhiski has published seven papers on the topic of his dissertation, all of 

which have been published. His publications appear in reputable academic journals: two are in 

Bulgaria’s leading history journal, Исторически преглед, while the others are in proceedings 

from academic conferences organized by Sofia University and Veliko Tarnovo University. These 

articles reflect the arguments presented in the dissertation. 

 

4. Critical remarks and recommendations 

My overall assessment of Martin Chorbadzhiski’s dissertation is high, but that does not 

mean I have no comments. 

From a structural standpoint, I think it would be more appropriate if the tables on 

refugees and migrants were included within the text when the relevant issue is being analyzed, 

rather than as a separate appendix. There is a debate in Bulgaria over whether to analyze the 

events of our time through the lens of history, but there are already publications on this topic in 

our country – however immodest it may be, but in the interest of informing the doctoral student, 

I would like to mention my own publication „За съвременната история полемично» (В: 

Георги Марков. Историкът-изследовател и популяризатор. Сборник в чест на 70-

годишнината на акад. Георги Марков. Изд. Захарий Стоянов, София, 2017, с. 311–327). It 

is customary here to classify this history as “current,” as indicated by the section in the journal 

Исторически преглед. In order to familiarize the author with Bulgarian literature on the topic of 

migration policies in the EU, I would recommend that, should the dissertation be published, he 

consult the chapter on the migration policy of the Visegrad Group in the book by Диана 

Иванова „Аспекти на външната политика на държавите от Вишеградската група“ 

(Благоевград, 2023). 

As can be seen, my comments are insignificant and aim to improve the text. 

 

5. Evaluation of the scientific indicators 
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The assessment of Martin Chorbadzhiski’s scientometric indicators is positive. He 

received 50 points for his dissertation, and his publications related to the topic of the dissertation, 

which have been published, earned her another 60 points, for a total of 110 points. This means 

that doctoral student Martin Chorbadzhiski’s meets the scientometric requirements for awarding 

the educational and scientific degree of "doctor." 

 

5. Conclusion 

Martin Chorbadzhiski’s dissertation, “The Syrian Civil War and Migration Patterns in 

Southern Europe (2011–2019)” demonstrates the doctoral candidate’s ability to analyze complex 

contemporary issues, such as military conflicts, the resulting waves of migration, and the shifting 

migration policies of the EU countries most directly affected by them. He is able to articulate his 

perspective and present it persuasively. His research is thorough and analytical, demonstrating 

the doctoral candidate’s maturity in his chosen field of study. 

All this gives me reason to state my position that Martin Chorbadzhiski’s has fulfilled the 

academic requirements for the award of the scientific and educational degree of "doctor", for 

which I will vote. 

 

28 April 2026      Reviewer: 

         (Prof. Dr. Iskra Baeva) 


