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This Opinion has been prepared in accordance with:
1. Order No. 10 PJI 38-65/ 17.02.2026 r. of the Rector of Sofia University “St. Kliment
Ohridski” for the appointment of the Academic Jury for the defense of the dissertation of Martin
Chorbadzhiyski.
2. Minutes No. 1/ February 25, 2026 of the meeting of the Academic Jury for the defence of the
dissertation submitted by Martin Chorbadzhiyski.

The dissertation submitted by the PhD student Martin Chorbadzhiyski brings to the fore
a topic that is of significant importance for the study of contemporary international relations
and migration policies. The specific focus on various factors causing migratory movements, as
well as on the interactions and challenges facing individual or groups of European states
engaged in examining the possibilities for receiving migrants is of a definite contribution. The
text of the dissertation is logically structured and the internal paragraphs of chapters are well-
grounded. The work consists of an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion and a bibliographic
section in a total volume of 379 pages. The attached statistical tables are particularly useful,
which facilitate the perception of the text and the conclusions drawn.

The Introduction contains the elements required for a PhD dissertation, although the
clarification of the aim of the research is surprising with its appearance in the second sentence.
However, the chronological scope, the object and subject of the research, as well as tasks are
logically defined. The detailed presentation of the methods used is particularly important. The
sources and academic literature are relevant and correctly presented on a comparative basis.

Even this analysis alone demonstrates Martin Chorbadzhiyski’s profound academic
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commitment and approach. | agree with the contributions of the dissertation defined by the
author.

The First chapter examines “Syria and the Baathist Regime until the beginning of the
Civil War”. In the otherwise accurate presentation of the internal political and social
development of Syria in the period after the end of the Cold War, to the analysis on p. 27
regarding the “defeat” of the “Muslim Brotherhood”, it could be also added the process of the
specific “Islamic revival” in the 1990s, being a result from Hafez al-Assad’s attempt to pacify
the country. At the same time, we could highlight the important conclusion that by the
beginning of the second decade of the 21st century “there was a hidden sectarian tension, which
also explains the rapid spread of such sentiments during the war. The regime proved incapable
of preventing the trend”.

Equally significant is the analysis, which substantiates the concept about inadequacy of
analogizing Western ideas and movements with those developing in societies and states in the
Middle East and the Arab world in particular. In order to clarify the circumstances regarding
the so-called Arab Spring, the financial, economic and social development of the region in the
context of the global crisis of the end of the first decade of the 21st century is thoroughly
examined. Bringing to the fore the conclusion about the leadership deficiency in both the
general Arab and Syrian contexts as a reason for the failure of ambitions to implement effective
internal reforms is also of major importance for the analysis of Syria's internal negative political
development, which in turn contributed to formation of migration waves to Europe. Certain
statements should be made more accurate, such as the reference on p. 45 regarding the killing
of two 'Kurdish' soldiers in Raqqa, as it refers to soldiers of Kurdish origin. It is interesting
whether the author supports or is rather skeptical about the statement on p. 47, namely that "the
popular thesis about the intended release of Islamist elements with regime’s aim to infiltrate the
opposition movement and justify president's claims about the need for fighting terrorism was
born”.

In summary, the First chapter justifiably analyzes the events in Syria in the second
decade of the 21st century with the aim of clarifying the genesis of the migration process. In
this context, the enormous and diverse number of statistical data that the author cites in the third
paragraph of the First chapter and their analysis with a view to explaining the trigger for the
large-scale migration wave from Syria to Europe is impressive. Thus, the author proves that
due to the huge internal demographic shifts in the Middle East, the Syrian civil war, along with
the Libyan and Iraqi crises, became the greatest challenge for societies and countries on the
European continent since the Second World War, affecting their financial, economic, social,
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and political systems. My recommendation for this paragraph is related to the need for
summarizing of data for longer periods. The conclusion in the fourth paragraph about the
existence of a quota system (albeit unofficial according to the author) regarding confessional
affiliation for the selection of personnel for the Syrian administration (p. 128) seems
unconvincing to me. At the same time, the data and conclusions in the last paragraph are useful
as a basis for research on the main tasks of the dissertation.

Chapter Two analyzes “The Impact of the War in Syria on Migration Patterns in
Southern Europe”. The first paragraph provides academically proved conclusions regarding the
main migration routes and the dynamics of migration to Southern Europe in accordance with
the development of the Syrian civil war. The statement that “the economic needs of Southern
European countries for immigrants, together with the ambition to limit undesirable or
uncontrolled migration, was one of the essential features of Southern European migration
patterns” (p. 158) is of essential importance. The author could have deepened the analysis in
this regard. A contributing element in this paragraph is the study of migrant smuggling. The
use of abbreviations makes the reading of the text difficult. In my opinion, the analysis of the
Turkish policy on Syrian migration to the European Union through Turkish territory needs a
more critical approach.

The second paragraph of this chapter critically analyzes the migration policy of the
European Union through the prism of the Syrian civil war. | recommend further deepening the
analysis of the origin of the complications related to the ineffectiveness of the Dublin system.
At the same time, the study on the Syrian migration crisis proves the absence of effective
mechanisms for achieving consensus among the member states of the European Union when
the levels of threat to their national security increase. The third paragraph accurately reflects
the changes in the migration processes and policies of Southern European countries in the
context of the Syrian civil war, including the imperfections of European Union legislation
causing internal tensions.

The author reasonably analyses in a separate chapter the migration models of Cyprus
and Malta with a view to clarifying the role of the Syrian crisis in shaping the specific approach
of the relatively more vulnerable small-sized and peripheral states. The first paragraph presents
the reforms in Malta and on this basis, as well as in the context of European migration policy,
the results with regard to Syrian migrants are clarified. The attempt of the Maltese government
to prevent an illegal influx of migrants in the context of the growing crisis processes in the

Middle East is highlighted. The reasons for the desire of Syrians to be given the opportunity to



remain in Malta, as well as the integration policies of the authorities in Valletta, are examined
and explained.

In the last two paragraphs, Martin Chorbadzhiyski analyzes the migration policy of
Cyprus. As with Malta, emphasis is placed on the various mechanisms by which Nicosia
restricted illegal immigration, especially that from Syria, given the enduring interest of Syrian
migrants in moving to the island state. The reasons for the restrictive measures of the Republic
of Cyprus are brought to the fore. The author clarifies why “integration policy is not intended
to encourage those who have received or are seeking protection status to remain in Cyprus” (p.
317).

The general conclusion accurately reflects the issues analyzed in the main text and the
conclusions drawn. The bibliography is compiled in accordance with the requirements for
academic writing. My main recommendation for the paper is regarding the need for
summarization of the primary data. The abstract faithfully and completely presents the
contributions of the dissertation.

Martin Chorbadzhiyski provides seven publications in academic journals. Two of them
are in an edition indexed by Scopus. Martin Chorbadzhiyski’s publication activities exceed the
minimum requirements in this regard. The PhD candidate also fully meets the educational

requirements.

Conclusion

Martin Chorbadzhiyski's research on the topic " The Syrian Civil War and Migration
Patterns in Southern Europe (2011-2019)" meets the scientific requirements for a PhD
dissertation. The structure, content, and contributions of the dissertation, as well as the
implementation of the educational and other parts of the scientific programme, provide
sufficient grounds for me to strongly recommend that the esteemed members of the academic
jury award him the educational and scientific degree '‘Doctor' in Professional Field 2.2 History
and Archaeology.

April 30, 2026 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nadya Filipova



