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PE3IOME

MoHorpadusita € mocBeTeHa Ha 4ecTo cpeljaHa B beiarapus, Ho Bce Olle CpaBHUTEIHO c1abo
M3y4€Ha, KaTeropusi apXeojJorn4ecKy HaX0JKU — CTbKJIEHUTE rpuBHU. McTopusita UM 3amouBa
npe3 III B. np. Xp. u npoxsinkasa 10 neH nHemeH. IIpu Bce ToBa ropHAaTa XpOHOJIOIMYECKA
IpaHMIlAa Ha M3CJICABAHETO € KpasT Ha OCMaHCKara ernoxa (rpanunara mexay XIX m XX B.).
AKLEHTHT Ha paboTara 1naja BbpXy JHEIIHUTE ObJITapCKy 3¢MU, HO 110 peJl IPUYUHHU CE HAJIOKHU
na ce 00bpHE BHUMaHUE Ha Jlajiey Mo-ToisiMO MpocTpaHcTBO — oT Peitn 1o Kpum u ot Tarpure
10 CuHaNCKUs MOTYyOCTPOB.

[IspBaTa yacT Ha Tpylna € MOCBETEHA HAa CHCTOSIHUETO HA MPOYyYBAaHUATA. 1O HE MOXKE Ja ce
OKAQ4YEeCTBHU KaTo 0COOCHO JO0OPO, Makap B TEYCHHE HA TIOBEYE OT €IMH BEK € ChOPaHO OTPOMHO
KOJIMYECTBO €MMHUPUUYEH Marepuai. JlomycHaTUTe CpaBHUTEIHO PAaHO OT ropaaHKa Yanrosa
METOJIOJIOTUYECKHA TPEIIKH — MPUEMAHETO Ha BCUYKU CTHKJICHU TPUBHHU y HAc 3a (camo)
CPEIHOBEKOBHHU U omnpenensHeTo Ha XIV B. kaTo ropHa XpOHOJIOrMYECKa IpaHULa Ha TAXHATa
ynorpeba B CpeTHOBEKOBHUETO KaTo IISUI0 HE ca OTCTPAHEHH | A0 JieH nHemieH. [IpuynnHara 3a
TOBA CE KOPEHU Hal-Bede B 3abJI00UEHO OOCHACHN HEIOOpH MPAKTUKHU HA MPOyYBaHEe, aHAIN3
Y MHTEPIpETalns Ha apXEOJTOTHISCKUTE KOHTEKCTH, KOUTO J1aBaT B3MOXKHOCT Ha JOIYCHATH
TPEIIKH Ja AEMOHCTPUPAT )KU3HEHOCT MHOTO IMO-ABJITO OT HeobxonumoTo. Hapen ¢ ToBa TBBpIIe
MaJIkO ca H3CJIeI0BaTeINTe, KOUTO BHOOIIE OMUTBAT Ja OOBPHAT MAJKO MMO-33IbI00YECHO
BHUMaHHE Ha CTHKJICHHUTE TPUBHU. ToBa BIpOYEM HE ca MpoOJIeMH caMo Ha ObJrapckara
apXeoJIOTMYecKa IIIKoJIa.

Bropara yacr (,,Cuctemaruka‘) JUCKyTHpa TEOPETUYHU U METOAMYECKU MPOOIeMHU Ha JBa OT
OCHOBHHUTE IOJXOAAa TIPH CHUCTEMAaTHU3UPAHETO Ha AapXeOoJOTMYECKUs Marepuail —
KJIaCI/I(l)I/IKaIII/ISITa U THIIOJIOrusTa. ABTOp’I)T 3aCThIIBa TE€3aTa, Y€ MOHOTCTUYHUTEC CTPOI'U
THUIIOJIOTUYECKH CXEMM HE ca 0COOCHO IOJIe3HH (OCBEH 3a HYXIUTE Ha I0-JECHA €3HKOBa
KOMYHHKAILIUSI MEX1y OTJACTHUTE U3CIEIOBaTeIN), U Y€ € 3a NPEAIouuTaHe aa ce paboTu ¢
JAUWHaAMUYHU KJIaCI/I(l)I/IKaLII/II/I Ha Martcpuajia B 3aBUCUMOCT OT HYXKXAWUTC Ha KOHKPETHO
uscienBane. Te TpsOBa Ja ce omupar HAa pell NMPU3HAIM M TEXHUTE Pa3IMYHU ChCTOSHHSL.
JuckyTtupar ce ,,0a3ucHUTE" MpU3HAIM HA CTHKIICHUTE TPUBHU (MaTepuai, GopMa, TEXHUKA Ha
n3paboTKa, pa3Mep, KOJIOPHT, (CTENEeH Ha) MPO3pauHOCT, HOBBPXHOCT, CEYEHHE) U ce Mpejiara
MCTOJUKA 3a TAXHOTO JOKYMECHTHUPAHE U OIMUCAHUC.

CJ'ICI[BaH_II/ITC YCTUPU TITIaBH O6CL)KI[aT Pas3IMUHKU aCIICKTH Ha CTBKICHUTC T'PUBHHU IIPEC3
YCTUPUTE I'OJICMU CIIOXH, 00XBaHATH OT TAXHATA HUCTOPUA — KbCHOXCIISI3HATA, KbCHOAHTUYHATA,
CpCHHOBHSaHTHﬁCKaTa Hn OCMaHCKara.

Makap u na ca (3acera) MagoOpOIHH, JATEHCKUTE CTHKJICHU TPUBHU Y HAC Ca Ba)KHA HAXOJKa,
KOSITO MMa KaKBO J]a Ka)ke 3a KOHTakTUTe Ha Tpakus cbe 3emute Ha Cpeana u 3anagHa EBpona
npe3 III-1 B. mp. Xp. Te ca paznpocTpaneHn 0CHOBHO Ha ceBep oT CTapa IJIaHWHA, HO BCE MaK
ru uma u B CeBromnonuc. OTKpUBAT € MIaBHO B CEIUIIA, KOUTO ca ,,[IEHTPAJIHU MeCTa* B Hal-
IIUPOKHUST CMHCHJI Ha TOBa MOHATHE. He € HEeBb3MOXKHO Ja ca U CUMBOJIM Ha TpecTmxa. He



JIEMOHCTPHUPAT OTIIMKHU C KIITACHYECKUTE JaTEHCKH 00pa3Iy U HAMa MPUYUHA Ja Ce CMsATa, e ca
MPOU3BEXKIAHU Ha MACTO. OOCHKIAT C€ Pa3IMYHUTE HAUMHH, TI0 KOUTO MOXE /1a CE TIOTaIHAIH
B Tpakus, HO Ha TO3M €Tall BBIIPOCUTE Ca IIOBEYE OT OTTOBOPUTE.

Cren nmpekbCBaHE OT HAKOJIKO BEKa CTHKJICHHUTE IPUBHH CE IOABABAT OTHOBO 0K0j10 300 T. CII.
Xp. u ca B ynorpeba okoj10 exHo cronerue. [Ipu Bce ye 1mo ToBa BpeMe HE ¢ca MacOB Marepuai,
ca OTKPHTH IPH IPOYyYBAHHUATA HA ICCETKU OOCKTH Y HAC. 3a ChiKaJCHHE KOJCKIUH OT CEJIUIIECH
KOHTEKCT ca NyOJMKyBaHH Hai-Bedye OT YYAaCTHHUIM B YYXKICCTPAHHH apXeOIOTHYECKH
eKcrequnuy. V3BeCTHH ca W HAKOM HAXOAKH OT Hekporoiu. IIpeobiagaBaT I'pUBHH OT
M3IVICKIAIIO YEPHO CTHKIIO, paOOTCHH B IIEBHA TEXHHUKA, HAli-BeUe C MOJYKPBIJIO CEUCHHE, C
I1ajKka Wwin peiepHa MOBBPXHOCT (IOCIEAHATA MPEICTABCHAa Hal-BeYe OT HANPEYHH KOCH
HACEUKH 110 BBHIIIHATA IOBBPXHOCT Ha mnpenMeTa). HoceHnu ca kakTo Ha JisiBa, Taka U Ha JSICHA
pbKa, Hali-BeYe OT MOOTpACHAIM MJaau xeHu. M3ue3BaHero um ckopo cien 400 r. ci. Xp.
BEPOSITHO € CBbP3aHO ¢ (hakTa, Ye rPUBHATA KATO ISUI0 TyOH MOMYJISPHOCTTA CH M ITPECTaBa Ja
ObJe MacOB HAKHT.

ToBa chCTOSIHME Ha HelIaTa ce 3amas3Ba IOBEYE OT IMOJIOBHH XWIAIOJIETHE, B KOETO HAMA
CTHKJIICHH T'PUBHU, a2 METATHUTE C€ OPOSAT HA MPBCTUTE HA JIBETE PBIIC B THEITHUTE OBJITApCKA
3eMd. Mojata W Ha JABeTE Tpynu ce Bb3paxkaa BHe3amHo okoyio 1000 r. ci. Xp. u mpe3
CJIEJIBAIIMTE JIBE CTOJIETHS TE Ca CPABHUTEIIHO YECTO CPEIlaHU HAKUTHU 3a Pble, Hall-MaJIKOTO
B CpPaBHEHHE C MpeIxoaHuTe ernoxu. HocsaTt ce 0THOBO OT KeHH (HO ¥ OT OTOMTH MOMHYETA), Ha
JIBETE pblie, KAKTO BbPXY MPEIMULIHHIIATA, TaKa U HA PAMEHHUTE KOCTH, KOETO IOHE Ha TO3U
eTan M3MIex/Ja KaTo cpeAHOBekoBHa Mona. [IpeobnanaBamiure 1BETOBE Ca CHHBO, YEPHO U
3eneHo. UepBeHo, 0510 U )KBJITO ca MaprUHAIHU U C€ U3I0J3BAT Hali-Beuye KaTo TOMbJIHUTEIHU
L[BETOBE NPH MOJIMXPOMHHU IpUBHU. MIMa U pUCYBaHU €K3eMIUISIpH, BKJI. TAKWBA ChC 3JIaTHA U
cpebbpHa 60s1. PopmuTe Ha cedyeHusTa ca pazHooOpasHH. TexHukaTa Ha u3paboTka e 0e3
M3KIIIOUYEHUE [IeBHA. 32 pa3iiuKa OT KbCHATa aHTMYHOCT, KOTaTo e/{Ha KeHa HOCH HE MOBeYe OT
elHa - JIBe IPUBHHU, B CPEIHOBHM3AHTUICKAaTa €roxa MMa 3HAUUTETHH KOMIUIEKTH, OpOAT Ha
TPUBHUTE B KOMTO TOHSKOTA HAaJXBBPIS JBajieceT. BBIpPEeKkH MIMPOKO paslpoCTPaHEHOTO
yOexxIeHne, 4e Te ca JISCHOAOCTHIIEH, €BTHH HAKHT, 110 IPABIJIO TH OTKpUBaMe B Hail-Oorartute
rpoOOBe B HEKPOIIOJIUTE, KOETO O3HauaBa, Ye M3IVIEkKAa ca CUMBOJ Ha CTaTyC Hail-MaJKOTO B
oTpeieNIeH! OOIIHOCTH.

Hsxbne npe3 nepBara nonoBuHa Ha XIII B. cThkiieHUTE (M METAIIHUTE TPUBHU) OTHOBO TYOST
MOMYNIAPHOCT B Ienusl (OCTaThbu€H) BU3AHTUHCKHU CBAT, B ToBa 4ucio B bearapus. He ca
WU3BECTHU B HEKpomosu OT BTopara nosoBuHa Ha XIII u XIV B., a CTpyKTypH M MJIACTOBE OT
TOBa BpEME B CENUIIEH KOHTEKCT HOCIT XapaKTepa Ha MPEeOoTIOXKEeH, CUIHO (parMeHTHpaH
MaTepuat.

ToBa cbCTOAHME Ha Hemlara ce 3ama3Ba U Ipe3 II'bPBUTE BEKOBE HAa OCMAHCKaTa €roxa.
CrpkiaeHu TpUBHM ce mosBsBaT OTHOBO Heilne mpe3 XVII B. m ca mpencraButenu Ha
ONMM3KOM3TOYHA TpagulMsl, ChbXpaHwia nonymnspHocTra uM B JleBanta mpe3 XIII-XVI B.
[IpencraBenn ca KakTo IIE€BHA, Taka W Oe3llIeBHA TEXHWKAa Ha W3pabOTKa, KaTo BTOpara
JTOMHHHUpA KaTeropuyHo. [[BeThT MM € Hali-Beye CHMH, HO MMa W YepHH, U 3eneHu. OcobeHo
XapaKTepHH, BOJICIIM HAXOJKHU ca TPUBHM, IIPABEHHU 4pe3 Oe3leBHA TEXHUKA, ChC CUH LIBAT (B
pa3IMYHU HIOAHCH), C Pa3JINYHU BUOBE TPUBI'BJIHO CEYEHUE U MHOXKECTBO IUTUTKH KaHEIIOpU
10 BBHIIHATA MOBBPXHOCT. THIIMYHO OCMAHCKH Ca U I'PUBHHU C BJIOJKE€HA CTHKJICHA HUIIKA BbB
BBTPEIIHOCTTA HA MPO3PAYHH €K3EMIUIAPH, KAKTO U MOJIMXPOMHHM I'PUBHH ¢ arukanuu. Hocsar



C€ OTHOBO OT XCHH U MOMHYETa, KAKTO B MIOCIOJIMAHCKH, TaKa U B XPUCTUSHCKU OOIIHOCTH.
[ToHe yacT OT TAX ca UMIIOPTU OT BAU3KHSI U3TOK, JOHECEHU OT MOKJIOHHUITH (X KUH).

[Ipu BcuYKM MONIOXKEHUS CTHKICHUTE TPUBHU MOTAT Jla Ka)kaT Olle MHOTO Hellla, HO 3a IIeiTa
TpsiOBa /1a ce mocTapaeM Ja T MPEBbPHEM B IIBJIHOLICHEH apXeojlornyecku u3Bop. Te TpsdBa
Jla ce IOKyMEHTHpAT, OIUCBAT U MyOIMKyBaT MO-100pe, OTKOJIIKOTO TOBA CE€ € MPaBUIIO JIOCera.
HansBam ce, ye Ta3u KHUTA 11 JONPUHECE N0 HAKAKHB HAYHMH 33 TOBA.

ENGLISH SUMMARY

The monograph explores a category of archaeological finds prevalent in Bulgaria, yet still
relatively under-researched - glass bracelets. Their historical journey commences in the 3rd
century BC and extends to the present day. However, the upper chronological limit of this study
remains anchored at the conclusion of the Ottoman era (the juncture between the 19th and 20th
centuries). While the primary focus resides within present-day Bulgarian territories, various
factors necessitate an investigation into a significantly broader region - spanning from the Rhine
to the Crimea and from the Tatras to the Sinai Peninsula.

The initial chapter of the work is dedicated to evaluating the state of research. This assessment
reveals that the quality of research, despite the accumulation of empirical data over more than
a century, cannot be deemed notably comprehensive. Notably, early methodological errors
made by Yordanka Changova, such as the presumption that all glass bracelets within the country
were exclusively medieval and the assertion of the 14th century as the definitive upper
chronological threshold for their medieval usage, persist uncorrected. Such persistence can be
attributed mainly to extensively discussed deficiencies in research practices, analysis, and
interpretation of archaeological contexts, allowing inaccuracies to persist beyond necessity.
Furthermore, only a scant few researchers endeavor to delve profoundly into the subject of glass
bracelets, a concern that extends beyond the boundaries of the Bulgarian archaeological sphere.

The second section ("Systematics") delves into the theoretical and methodological intricacies
of two principal approaches to classifying archaeological material: classification and typology.
The author contends that rigid monolithic typological frameworks offer limited utility, except
for facilitating communication among researchers. Instead, the author advocates for adaptable
classifications of material, contingent on the requirements of specific studies. These
classifications should be grounded in numerous attributes and their varying states. The
fundamental characteristics of glass bracelets (composition, shape, fabrication technique,
dimensions, color, transparency level, surface features, cross-section) are examined,
accompanied by a proposed methodology for their meticulous documentation and description.

After this, the ensuing four chapters dissect diverse facets of glass bracelets across four pivotal
epochs spanning their historical trajectory - the Late Iron Age, Late Antiquity, Middle
Byzantine, and Ottoman eras.

While their numbers remain limited thus far, the La-Tene glass bracelets discovered in Bulgaria
wield significant historical relevance, shedding light on the connections between Thrace and
the regions of Middle and Western Europe during the 3rd-1st centuries BC. Primarily
distributed north of the Balkan Mountains, they also surface in Seuthopolis. Their discovery
primarily occurs within settlements possessing a central prominence in the broadest sense. The



notion that they potentially symbolize prestige cannot be discounted. These artifacts exhibit no
discernible distinction from classical La-Tene specimens, with no indications suggesting local
production. The potential routes through which they reached Thrace are explored, although the
current stage of understanding yields more questions than answers.

Following a prolonged hiatus, glass bracelets reemerged around 300 AD and remained in use
for approximately a century. Although not ubiquitous during this period, they have been
unearthed at numerous sites within the country. Regrettably, collections from settlement
contexts have predominantly been presented by participants of foreign archaeological
expeditions, with necropolis findings also documented. Predominantly, glass bracelets in a
seemingly black hue, crafted utilizing a sewing technique, with semi-circular cross-sections and
either smooth or embossed exteriors (the latter primarily characterized by diagonal oblique
incisions on the object's outer surface) are prominent. These adornments were worn on both the
left and right arms, predominantly by mature young women. However, their usage waned
shortly after 400 AD, likely linked to the general decline in popularity of bracelets as a common
accessory.

This status quo persisted for over five centuries, devoid of glass bracelets and with metal
counterparts becoming exceedingly scarce within present-day Bulgarian lands. The resurgence
of both categories suddenly occurred around A.D. 1000 and endured for the ensuing two
centuries, with these ornaments gaining relative prevalence in comparison to previous eras.
These accessories adorned women once again (including adolescent girls), adorning both
forearms and humeri, suggesting a medieval trend. The prevalent color palette encompasses
blue, black, and green hues, while red, white, and yellow shades occupy a marginal presence,
often serving as supplementary accents in multicolored bracelets. Painted specimens, including
those incorporating gold and silver accents, also exist. The bracelet cross-sections exhibit
diverse forms, and their creation technique uniformly involves sewing. In contrast to late
antiquity, where women typically wore one or two bracelets at most, the Middle Byzantine
period witnessed substantial sets, occasionally exceeding twenty bracelets. Despite the
widespread perception that they were affordable and commonplace embellishments, they
predominantly emerge from opulent graves within necropolises, hinting at their potential status-
symbol role within certain communities.

Sometime within the first half of the 13th century, glass bracelets (alongside metal variants)
once more fell out of favor across the remaining Byzantine realm, including Bulgaria. Notably,
they are absent in necropolises from the latter half of the 13th and the 14th centuries. During
this period, structures and layers within village contexts assumed a character marked by
repositioned and highly fragmented materials.

This pattern endured into the initial centuries of the Ottoman era. Glass bracelets resurfaced in
the 17th century, reflecting a Near Eastern tradition that preserved their popularity within the
Levant between the 13th and 16th centuries. Both sewn and seamless manufacturing techniques
are evidenced, with the latter notably prevailing. The predominant color remains blue,
accompanied by instances of black and green. Distinctive finds include bracelets fashioned via
the seamless technique, characterized by blue hues in varying shades, diverse triangular
sections, and numerous shallow channels adorning their exteriors. Ottoman-specific variations
encompass bracelets with embedded glass threads within transparent specimens, as well as
polychrome bracelets featuring appliqués. These adornments adorned women and girls across



both Muslim and Christian communities. A subset might have been imported from the Middle
East, brought by pilgrims (hajjis).

In conclusion, glass bracelets possess a wealth of untold narratives, necessitating their elevation
into comprehensive archaeological resources. To achieve this, meticulous documentation,
description, and publication surpassing previous efforts are imperative. It is the author's
aspiration that this book will contribute in some measure toward this objective.
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PE3IOME

PabGorara e mocBeTeHa Ha CPaBHUTEIHO HW3CIEABaHE Ha ypOaHU3AIMOHHHUTE TPOIECH TMPe3
panHOTO cpeaHoBekoBre B Cpenna u 3anaana EBpora, ot eqna crpana, u FOroustouna Espora,
OT Jpyra, T. €. MEXAy ,KAPOJIUHICKHSA“ W ,,BU3AHTUHCKUA CBAT. Bbopocure, KOUTO ce
pasmiexxaar B Hes, ca: ChIecTBYBAT JI BhOOIIE TpajioBe B TE3HW 36MH 110 OHOBA Bpeme? AKO
Ta, WMa JM  NPUEMCTBEHOCT MeEXIy (KbCHO)aHTHYHATa Tpajcka KylITypa H
paHHOCpETHOBEKOBHaTa TakaBa? KakBa € poiis urpae BiacTTa (Ibp’kaBHa W/WIM MECTHA) B
ypOanu3zarmonHuTe npoiecu? Kaksa e ponsita Ha MbTUIATAa U KOMYHHKAIUUTE B PA3BUTHETO
Ha rpajgoBere? MMa JIM CTOMMIM PECI. MOCTOSHHHU BIIAJICTEIICKU PE3UICHLUMUHU TIpPEe3 TO3HU
nepuona?

B TbpceHe Ha TEXHUTE OTrOBOPU ITBPBO CE IIPaBH OIMT 3a OUEpTaBaHE Ha apXEOJOTUYECKO, a
HE UCTOPUYECKO, TIOHATHUE 3a IPaja, T. €. 32 U3BEKJaHE HA KPUTEPUH, KOUTO Ca YCTAaHOBUMHU I10
apxeonoruuecku mhT. ToBa ca masap, AudepeHIupaHa CTOMAHCKAa OCHOBA, COIMAlHA W
npodecronanHa nudepeHnranys Ha HACEJICHHMETO, LEHTpPaJIHU (YyHKIUU OT pas3inyeH
XapakTep, CPAaBHUTEIHO ToJiiM Opo JKUTENH, €MHHA CEJIMIIHA CTPYKTypa U HAJIMYUETO Ha
MOCTPOMKH C pa3inyHa (PyHKIMOHAIHOCT U apXUTEKTOHHKA.

B pesynrar Ha ananu3a Ha MHOTOOpOIHN 00ekTH oT Cpenna EBpona u M3rounute bankanu ce
YCTAHOBSIBA, Y€ MPEKUTE MPUMEPH 32 MPUEMCTBEHOCT Ha 3amaj, T. €. 3a MPOJAbJKaBaHE Ha
’KUBOTA B aHTHYHU I'PAJICKU LIEHTPOBE, MPUHITUITHO Ca MIOBEYE U M0-A00pe BUIUMHU B CPABHEHUE
¢ W3roka, HO ue B KpailHa cMeTKa IpaJbT Ha 3psUIOTO CPEAHOBEKOBHE HA 3amaj uMa TBbpIE
MaJKo OO0 ¢ KbCHOAHTUYHUS CH MPEIIIeCTBEHHUK, JoKaro Ha M3TOK € ThKMO OOpaTHOTO.
[IpuuuHUTE 32 TOBa Ca pa3IMYHUTE MBTHUIIA, IO KOUTO TPbrBa ypOanmu3anusaTa Ha M3Tok u Ha
3anaj, KakTo U MOIIHOTO KYITYpHO BiusHHE Ha Buzantus Ha M3TOK, KOSATO UTpae 3HAYUTENTHA
poJis B CBXpaHSIBAHETO HA peAulla CHIIHOCTHH YEpPTHU HAa KbCHOAHTUYHUS TpajJl Mpe3
CPEIHOBEKOBUETO.

Pesynratutre OT aHanuM3a BIM3aT B pa3pe3 C YCTOHYMBHS OCOOEHO B HEMCKOE3MYHATa
JUTepaTypa Bb3MIEA 3a U3ISIO JeypOaHU3UPaHUTE CPEeTHOBEKOBHU JaHAmAadTH Ha 3amaj u
MOKa3BaT, Y€ rpaJioBe ChILIECTBYBAT U MPEIU MOSIBaTa HA MbPBUTE IPAJICKU KOHCTUTYLIUU MPE3
XI B. BnacTra Tam He urpae poisita Ha OCHOBEH ypOaHu3alnoHeH (pakTop. AKO JTUTICBAT APYTH
MOAXOASIIN YCIOBHS, BIACTOBUTE PE3UJICHLIMM HE C€ MPEBPBHILAT B KPUCTAIU3ZALMOHHH s/1pa
Ha HOBU TIpajioBe. BBIpOCHUTE MOIXOASIIM YCIOBHS Ca Hal-Bede IUIABATEIIHU DPEKU U
KPBCTOMBTHINA HA HAAPErHOHATHA THPTOBUS, KOUTO Ca OCHOBEH CTUMYyJHpanl (akrop 3a
yp6anu3anusTa Ha 3anajg. MoxenbT Ha M3TOK € mo-pa3nuyeH — A0pU Ha MecTa, KbAETO UMa
YyJIECHH YCJIOBHS 33 MOPCKO HJIM PEYHO IUIaBaHE B KOMOHMHALUS C J00pa KOMYHUKAIHUS C
BBTPEIIHOCTTA, HE CE€ MOSBSIBAT HEMIPEMEHHO I'PaJICKU LEHTPOBe. YpOaHU3alusaTa TYK 3aBUCH
oT Apyru $aKkToOpH, a BIACTTA UTpae Aalied MO-ChIIECTBEHA POJIS B TSIX.

AKO JBaTa peruoHa uMar HEIlo MHOTO OOII0 TIOHE J0 OIpeAesieH MOMEHT, TOBa € JIIcara Ha
CTOJIMIIA, PECI. MOCTOSIHHA BiaAeTesncka pesuaeHuusa. Huto Ha 3aman, Huro Ha M3TOK OT



HayaJlo He ca HaJuIe HeoOXonuMuTe (PaKTOpH 3a TOBA — TEPUTOPHATIHA AbPKaBa, IEHTPAIHA U
IIPOBUHIMAIHA aIMUHHUCTPALIHs, TUCMEHO yIpaBieHue U T. H. Ha M31ok ToBa ce nmpomens npe3
X B., koraro B ymueto Ha Ilpecnas bearapus ce cnobuBa ¢ mbpBara cH CTOJMIA, JOKATO Ha
3amaji MoJIeNbT Ha ,,aMOyJIaHTHATa BIACT 1€ MPOIBIIKH OIIE CTOJETHS.

ENGLISH SUMMARY

The focus of this work is a comparative exploration of urbanization processes during the early
Middle Ages in Central and Western Europe, juxtaposed with Southeastern Europe—
specifically, the interactions between the "Carolingian" and the "Byzantine" realms. Central
questions underpinning this study include: Did urban centers indeed exist in these territories
during that era? If so, is there a discernible continuity between the urban culture of the (Late)
Antique period and the Early Medieval epoch? What roles did both state and local authorities
play in facilitating urbanization? How did the development of cities intersect with road
networks and communications? Were there distinct capital cities or permanent ruler residences
during this timeframe?

In pursuit of answers, the research initially endeavors to establish an archaeological framework
for conceptualizing a city. This entails deriving criteria that can be identified archaeologically.
These criteria encompass the presence of a market, a diversified economic foundation, social
and occupational stratification within the populace, multifaceted central functions, a relatively
substantial population, a cohesive settlement structure, and a diversity of functionally and
architecturally distinct buildings.

Through an analysis encompassing numerous sites across Central Europe and the Eastern
Balkans, it becomes evident that instances of direct continuity are more abundant and
prominently observable in the West—indicating the sustained inhabitation of ancient urban
centers. However, this continuity contrasts with the High Middle Ages in the West, which
significantly diverged from their Late Antique precursors. Conversely, the East displays a
reverse pattern, where the high medieval city retains many essential features from its past due
to the influential cultural impact of Byzantium. These findings challenge the persistent notion,
particularly prevalent in German-language literature, of entirely deurbanized medieval
landscapes in the West. The study illustrates that urban centers existed even before the
emergence of initial urban constitutions in the eleventh century. Notably, political power did
not emerge as a major catalyst for urbanization. Power centers did not necessarily crystallize
into new cities in the absence of other conducive conditions. Instead, navigable rivers and
crossroads of transregional trade acted as pivotal drivers of urbanization in the West. The
Eastern pattern contrasts with this, whereby favorable conditions—such as navigable
waterways and good communication with the hinterland—do not automatically result in the
emergence of urban centers. Here, urbanization is contingent on different factors, with power
exerting a more substantial influence.

A commonality shared by both regions, up to a certain extent, is the absence of a distinct capital
or permanent ruler's residence. In neither the West nor the East did the requisite components for
such establishments—territorial states, central and provincial administration, written
governance, etc.—initially exist. However, the 10th century brought a transformation in the



East with the establishment of Preslav as Bulgaria's inaugural capital. In contrast, the West
adhered to a pattern of "ambulant rule" that persisted for centuries.
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PE3IOME

Cwmsra ce, 4ye eIMH OT CUMITOMMTE Ha ynaJabKa Ha PHUMCKHUTE IpaJioBE M Ipe3 KbCHATa
aHTUYHOCT U T. Hap. ,,TbMHU BEKOBE™ € HaMaJIBaHETO Ha TAXHATa yKpereHa ruioml. Hsxou
YYEHU CMSATAT, Y€ HOBUTE, MHOIO IIO-KbCH CTEHH, JOPHU IPEACTABIABAT JECHCTBUTEIHATA
rpaHula Ha 00MTaeMOTO IpocTpaHCcTBO. ChINIACHO Ta3M INIEAHA TOYKA B TE3U MAJIKU KPETIOCTU
HamHpar yOexHIle MalbK Opoil mpencTaBUTENN Ha TpakKAaHCKaTa, IIbPKOBHATA U BOCHHATA
aJMUHHMCTpALUS.

B Ta3u crarus ce crpems J1a mojiyda OTTOBOP Ha BBIIPOCA J0 KakBa CTENEH HaMaJsBaHETO Ha
yKpereHara IJIoll TpsioBa Jja ce ThIKyBa KaTo MPU3HAK 3a YNaabK Ha pUMCKHUTE TpajaoBe? 3a
Jla ce HaMepHU pellleHue Ha To3U MpolieM, TpsiOBa Ja ce OTTOBOPH Ha ciieIHUTE BblipocH: buia
JM € 1sIaTa rpajicka TepUTOpUs I'bCTO HAaceJIeHa mpe3 Kiacuueckara aHTuuHoCT? buu nu ca
€IHAaKBU OOMTaEMHUTE MPOCTPAHCTBA Mpe3 Kiachuueckara U Tpe3 KbCHaTa aHTUYHOCT?
[IpencraBnsBar 1M TPajCKUTE CTEHH Mpe3 KbCHATA AHTUYHOCT pEajJHUTE TPaHUIM Ha
00UTaeMOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO?

AHanu3bT Ha MHOTOOpPOWHM MpUMEPU OT pa3jIMYHM YacTH Ha PUMCKHSA CBAT JOBEIE 0
CIICIHUTE PE3yITaTH:

Ha II'bPBO MACTO, OUCBUIHO €, Y€ 00UTaeEMOTO MMPOCTPAHCTBO B KIIACUYCCKHUA aHTHYCH I'pad HE
€ HACHTUYHO Ha IisJ1aTa rpaJcKa IIOMI.

Ha BTOpO MsiCTO, KbCHOAHTUYHHUAT T'PAJCKU KHUTENl C€ € HYXKJae OT 3HAYUTEIHO IMO-MaJKO
YKUJTUIIHA TUTOI, OTKOJIKOTO HETOBUTE MPE/IIIN B IIEPHO/Ia Ha KilacuueckaTa aHTu4HoOCT. C ipyru
JyMH, 110 TOBa BPEME MHOTO MMOBEYE XOpa ca MOIJIM Jla KUBEAT Ha MHOTO MO-MaJiKa TUION] B
CpaBHEHHUE C MTO-PAHHUTE MTEPUOJIH.

Ha Ttpero mscTo, odeBHAHO €, Y€ OOMTAeMOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO M YKpereHara TUION Ipe3
KBbCHOAHTUYHUS TIEPHOJ] HE Ca €THO W CHIO Hemlo. [ 01sgMa 4acT OT KUTEIUTE KUBEAT U3BbH
HOBUTE, MHOTO MO-KbCH T'pajJcku cTeHU. ClIeI0BaTeIHO HaMaJsiBaHETO Ha YKpETeHaTa IOl
He ¢ (TTOHE B TTOBEYETO CiIy4yau) MPUYUHEHO OT JeMorpadcka katactpoda i oT BboOpakaem
"o0mr ynaapK'" Ha MHCTUTYHIHATA "Tpan". BhIpeku mo-KbCUTE CU CTEHU, TPAJOBETE B MHOTO
Cllyyal OCTaBaT 3HAYMMH IIEHTPOBE HAa CBOUTE TEPUTOPUU M B PAMKHUTE HAa HMMIEpcKara
MKOHOMMYECKA U aIMUHUCTpAaTUBHA CTPYKTypa. OCBEH TOBa T€3U HOBU CTEHU B PEIMIIA CITyYau
ca HEeMPEOA0IMMO PETSATCTBUE 33 HAXTYBAIIUTE BapBapH U MOTaT J1a TapaHTUpaT CUTYPHOCTTa
Ha KUTEIINTE.



KakBo kapa xopara B KbCHaTa aHTUYHOCT Jla HaMaJIAT rpajckute cteHu? [1o oHoBa Bpeme Bce
M0-0YEeBH/IHA CTaBa HECIOCOOHOCTTA HAa LEHTpAJIHATa BJIACT Ja TapaHTHUpPa CUTYPHOCTTA HA
rpaHunuTe Ha umrnepusra. He camo romsim Opoii BUIM ca OOrpaJeHH ChC CTEHH, HO U B
CEJICKUTE PaliOHM ca M3AMTHATH MHOXECTBO KPEMOCTH U YKPEIEeHHU CEeJHIa, KOUTO TPsiOBajo
Jla 3aIIMTaBaT )KMUBOTA Ha XOpara B POBUHLKATA. JKUTENUTe Ha rpaJloBETE ChIIO TPsiOBao 1a
rmoemar Heliara B CBOM pblie. B MHOro ciydau ce choOmiaBa 3a Ch3/1aBaHETO Ha IPaCKU
MUJIMIUKA. Y4YacTUETO Ha LMBWIHU TpakJaHU BbB BOEHHUTE JEHCTBUS M 3aluTara Ha
cOOCTBEHUTE MM TIpaJloBE € YecTO CpellaHo siBieHue ome npe3 VI B., mopaau koeto e
MPENOPbYAHO OT BUCIIETO BOGHHO KOMaH/ABaHE.

BrIpeku ToBa HUTO I'pa)IaHUTE, HUTO HENOCTATbYHUTE BOCHHU MapHU30HU MOTI'aT YCIEIIHO
Jla 3alIMTaBaT M3KIIOYUTENIHO [BJITUTE ,,CTapu’ CTEHH, KOETO BOAM JO pPEIICHUETO Ha
LIEHTpaJIHaTa BJIACT JPAacTUYHO Ja HaMalu TEXHUTE pasMepu. HamansBaHeTo Ha yKperneHara
IUIOL] € IIPEBAHTHBHA MSAPKA U HE € IPU3HAK 32 yNaIbK Ha IPAJIOBETE, a HAIIPOTUB - 3a TAXHATA
KHU3HEHOCT. B MHOrO ciyuyaun "HamansBaHe" € OMJI0 CHUHOHUM Ha "onesnsBane". Ako TpsOBa n1a
ONHUIIEM MOTHBALMATA 32 pENyIHPAHETO caMO C €AHa Jayma, Td Ou TpsOBaio 1a e
"Onaropazymue".

ENGLISH SUMMARY

It is believed that one of the symptoms of the decline of the cities and towns of the later Roman
Empire during the transition period and later in the Dark Ages is the reduction of their wall
circuits. Some scholars believe that the new, much shorter walls even represented the actual
border of the settlement. In these small fortresses, according to this point of view, a small
number of representatives of the civilian, ecclesiastical, and military administration took refuge.

In this paper I am aiming at getting the answer to the question to what extent should the
reduction of the fortified area be interpreted as a sign of decline of the Roman cities? To find a
solution to this problem, the following questions must be answered: Was the entire city area
densely populated in classical antiquity? Were the living spaces in Classical and late antiquity
one and the same? Did the city walls in late antiquity represent the real settlement borders?

The analysis of numerous examples from different parts of the Roman world led to the
following results:

First of all, it is obvious that the entire town area was not identical with the populated area.

Secondly, the late antique citizen required considerably less living space than his ancestors in
the period of classical antiquity. In other words, in this period many more people could live
within a much smaller area compared to earlier times.

Thirdly, it is obvious that the populated and the fortified areas in the late antique period are not
one and the same. A great number of inhabitants lived outside the new, much shorter town walls.
Therefore, the reduction of the fortified area was not (in most cases at least) caused by a
demographic catastrophe or by an imaginary ‘general decline’ of the institution ‘city’. Despite
their shorter walls, the towns and the cities remained in many cases significant centers of their
territories and within the imperial economic and administrative structure. In addition, these new
walls were in several cases an insuperable obstacle for the invading barbarians and could
guarantee the safety of the citizens.



What made the people in late antiquity reduce the city walls? During the period of migration,
the inability of the central government to guarantee the security of the frontiers of the empire
became more and more evident. Not only were a great number of villae were surrounded by
walls, but in rural regions numerous fortresses and fortified settlements were erected which had
to protect the life of the people in the countryside. The town inhabitants also had to act on their
own account. In many cases it has been reported that town militias were founded. The
participation of civilian citizens in war efforts and the defense of their own towns or cities were
a common phenomenon already in the sixth century, wherefore it was recommended by the
highest military command.

However, neither the citizens nor the insufficient military garrisons could successfully defend
extremely long wall circuits, leading to the central government’s decision to drastically reduce
the size of the enormous walls. The reduction of the area surrounded by walls was a preventive
measure and did not represent a sign of decline of the cities, but, on the contrary, of their vitality.
In many cases, ‘reduction’ was a synonym for ‘survival’. If we must describe the motivation
for the reduction with only one word, it would have to be ‘prudence’.
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PE3IOME

ITpe3 BrOpara mosoBuHa Ha XX B. MaJUTpara OT MpoOIeMHU Ha ObJrapckara CpeIHOBEKOBHA
apxeoJiorusi ce 00oratu ¢ BbIpoca 3a (eopaaHus 3aMbK; 32 TakuBa Osixa OOSBCHM peEauIa
apXEOJIOTUYECKH WIIM apXUTEKTypHH OOEKTH, 0cOOEHO OT mepuoja Ha BTopoto Obirapcko
napctBo. Criopesi M3Ka3aHUTE MHEHUS XapaKTEPUCTUKUTE Ha ObJArapckus eosiajieH 3aMbK ca
MHOTO OJIM3KH JI0 Te3U Ha eonanHus 3aMbK B 3anaaHa u Llenrpanna EBpomna; npunucea My ce
u rpagooOpa3ysaiia pois. Hukora obade He € MOCTaBsSH BBIPOCHT AaJd B CPEIHOBCKOBHA
bearapus wim Ha bankanute u30010 € OMIO BB3MOXKHO Ja c€ CTPOST (HEeoNaTHH 3aMblIH.
Wnesra mo-cKOpo CThIIBA Ha OOIIOMCTOPHYECKU CHOOPAXKCHHUS, OTKOJKOTO HAa B3eMaHE IOJ
BHHMaHHE HA MECTHUTE OCOOCHOCTH.

Knacuueckusar deonanen 3ambk B 3anagHa u llenTpanna EBpoma ot 13-u Bek mma abira
ucropusi. Haganoro my TpsibBa na ce Thpcu Ha rpanmmara Mexay [X m X Bek. Haii-crapure
MpUMepy U3IVIeKIAa NPOM3XOoKAar oT 3emure Ha jaHemHa Opannus. [Ipuumnure 3a
MOJICUTYPSIBAHETO HA HEYKPENEHUTE JOTOoraBa OJIarOPOAHMYECKH HMEHHS, DPa3MOI0KEHU
Hacpen arpapHus jaHAmadT, Hail-BEpOATHO ce IbDKAT HAa HecTaOWIHaTa MOJUTHYECKa
CUTyalus cieji pasnaganero Ha KaponmHrckara ummepus U MO BpeMe Ha OMYCTOLIUTEIIHUTE
HaIIeCTBUS Ha HOpMaHUTe U yHrapuure. [IpubnusurenHo ot cpegara Ha X B. ce HabIromaBa
Jpyra TEHJACHLMs. Bl1aropolHUKBT MOCTENEHHO 3amo4yBa Ja C€ JUCTAHIMPA BHU3YalHO OT
MOJIBJIACTHOTO MYy HacesieHue. Taka ce MmosBsSBaT MbPBUTE YKPENEHU KbIIU, OOUTAEMHU KyIU U
YKpEeTIeHUs] BbPXY U3KYCTBEHHU HACUIIH, YUETO MO-HATATHIIHO PA3BUTHE, BEPOSTHO 000TaTEeHO
B X0J1a HA KPBCTOHOCHUTE MTOXOAM MOJT BIUSIHUETO Ha apXUTEKTypHaTa Tpaaulus Ha M3rounoTo
CpenuzemMHOMOpHE, JOBEXKIAA 10 KOMIUIEKCHUS apXHUTEKTypeH OOJMMK Ha 3aMbKa OT 3PsUIOTO
cpenHoBekoBue. Kimacuueckust peomaneH 3aMbk € He caMo (pyHKITMOHAIIHA Crpajia, a Mmo-cKopo
Wrpae BakHa poJisi KaTo CUMBOJI Ha cTaryca Ha cBOsl rocnojap. EnHa oT mpeanocTaBKUTe 3a
TOBA pa3BUTHE € HE HA TIOCJIETHO MSICTO Pa3NpPOCTPAHEHUETO HA PUILIAPCKUS UJIeal.

Ha Bankanurte, oT npyra cTpaHa, He BB3HHUKBA PUIIAPCTBO; OIaropogHuImTe (GopmMupar
,»CIIy’)keOHa apHCTOKpalus‘, KOSTO He MPEACTaBlsBa 3aTBOPEHA ChCIOBHA OOMIHOCT. To3w,
KOWTO oOWTaBa MPOBHHIIMAIHUS CH HMOT, CE€ CMsATa 3a ayTcaiiiep, a BaxkeH (akTop 3a
"GraropoHUYECTBOTO" € Kapuepara Ha IbpaBHa ciyk0a. [locneqnara Hocu 1 MHOTO TIOBEYe
JIOXOJIH, OTKOJIKOTO COOCTBEHOTO BiajieHne. Hepsaako koHpUCKausaTa Ha THYHU 3eMeBIaIeHUs
OT JbprKaBaTa Uil UMIIepaTopa € Jpyra BaykHa MPUYNHA, TOPATU KOSTO ETUTHT HE CE UyBCTBA
TSICHO CBBP3aH ChC 3€MsITa CH.

B neiicTBUTENTHOCT JUIICBAT KAKBUTO U J]a OMJIO CBUAETEICTBA, Ye [T03EMJIEHATa apUCTOKpaLus
CTPOM YKpEIJICHUS] B COOCTBEHUTE CH 3€MH. YKpEIUICHHsSTa Ce€ M3rpaxkJaT OT HUMETO Ha
LIEHTpaJIHATa BJIACT, KOSTO Ce IPUKU 3a MOJAPHKKATA UM U 3a PA3IOJIOKEHUTE B TSIX BOCHHU
yactu. KpenocTture BbB BU3aHTHICKUS CBAT HE OOCITYKBaT MHTEPECUTE HA OTJIEITHU JIUIA WIN
ceMeicTBa, a OoTOpaHaTa Ha IsulaTa Jbp)KaBa; TE OTpa3siBaT OMpEACNICHU MOIUTUYECKU U



COLIMAJIHU YCJIOBUS, KOUTO KOPEHHO CE€ pa3iuyaBaT OT Te3M Ha 3amaj. YKpEIUICHHATa Ha
apaburte B Mcnanus mpeayarat 1oOpH aHAJIOTHUU; TEXHUTE 3aMbIM UIPasT paziIvyHa poJisi B
CpaBHEHHE CBhC CTpajuTe Ha XPUCTHUSHCKATa apuCTOKpanus Ha VOepHiicKus MoyoCTpoB OT
ceuust nepuod. Ho bankanure npeqarar u 100pu mpuMepH 3a TOBA, Y€ BU3YaJIHO MOA00HM Ha
»3AMBIUTE OT 3psUIOTO CPEIHOBEKOBHE KOMIUIEKCH CBILECTBYBAT OLIE IIpe3 KbCHAaTa
AHTUYHOCT M JISIraT B OCHOBaTa Ha IIO-KbCHATa CEIWIIHA M YKPENUTEIHA CHUCTEMa Ha
KOrousrouna Espona. Jlopu CTpyKTypH OT 3psUI0TO CpeAHOBEKOBUE KaTo MuUCTpa 1oKa3Bar, ue
BHU3aHTHICKATa apUCTOKpaLUs U304rBa Be4e MOCTPOCHUTE TaM ,,3aMaHU " 3aMbL1, OYEBUIHO
3aIl0TO T€ HE KOPECIIOHAMPAT € KUIUIIHUTE ¥ HABUIY.

ENGLISH SUMMARY

In the latter half of the 20th century, the realm of Bulgarian medieval archacology witnessed a
proliferation of inquiries concerning the existence of "aristocratic castles." Numerous
excavated or architecturally examined sites, primarily dating back to the period of the Second
Bulgarian Empire, were designated as such. The prevailing notion suggested that the
characteristics of the Bulgarian "aristocratic castle" closely resembled those found in Western
and Central Europe, attributing to them a role as urban nuclei. However, an overlooked aspect
pertained to the feasibility of aristocratic castles even existing in medieval Bulgaria or the
Balkans. Rather than considering local conditions, this idea predominantly stemmed from
general historical considerations.

The classical noble castle of Western and Central Europe, with its origins dating back to the
turn of the 9th and 10th centuries, boasts a rich developmental history. Its earliest examples
seemingly emerged from present-day France, most likely as a response to the turbulent
political situation following the disintegration of the Carolingian Empire and the destructive
invasions by the Normans and Hungarians. By the mid-10th century, a distinct trend emerged
as nobles sought to visually distinguish themselves from their subordinates. This led to the
emergence of fortified houses, keeps, and motte-and-bailey castles. Evolving further,
especially influenced by architectural traditions from the eastern Mediterranean region during
the Crusades, these castles culminated in the multifaceted castle architecture of the High
Middle Ages. The classical noble castle served not only functional purposes but also carried
significant symbolism as a status marker for its lord, driven in part by the prevalence of
chivalric ideals.

In contrast, the Balkans did not experience the emergence of chivalry, and the nobility formed
a service-based class that was not a closed society. Individuals living on their provincial
estates were considered outsiders, and civil service careers played a pivotal role in
determining "nobility," offering greater income compared to landownership. The frequent
confiscation of rural estates by the state or emperor further contributed to the detachment of
wealthy individuals from their lands.

In fact, there is no evidence supporting the notion that the "landed gentry" constructed
fortifications on their own estates; such fortifications were typically commissioned by the
central authority, which also ensured their maintenance and stationed troops. Byzantine
fortresses served not the interests of specific individuals or families but rather the defense of
entire regions, reflecting unique political and social circumstances diverging from those in the



West. Good parallels can be drawn with the fortifications of the Arabs in Spain, whose castles
served different roles compared to those built by Christian nobility on the Iberian Peninsula
during the same period. The Balkans also offer compelling examples of similar high medieval
complexes existing since late antiquity, forming the foundation of the later settlement and
fortification system in southeastern Europe. Even in later periods, as seen in structures like
Mistra, the Byzantine aristocracy deliberately avoided "Western" castles, likely because they
did not align with their residential preferences.
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PE3IOME

B crarusara ce oOchkIaT BpeMETO U MPUYMHMUTE 3a MOsIBaTa Ha CTOTHUIUTE U JOPH XHWJIAIU
YKpeneHu (C KaMEHHU CTeHH) BUCOUMHHU CEJMIIA B JHEIIHUTE ObiIrapcku 3eMu. Pesynararure
OT MPOYYBAHUATA HA PEIUIA aPXEOJOTUUECKN O0EKTH C TaKMBa XapaKTEPUCTUKH MOKa3Ba, ue
OrpoMHaTa 4YacT OT TAX Ca M3AWTCHAaTH Ipe3 KbCHATa aHTUYHOCT. I[lo-xbCcHO, mpe3
CPEIHOBEKOBUETO, Ca MPEU3NOA3BAHN CTAPU KbCHOAHTUYHU YKPEIIJICHUS WA CE CTPOAT HOBU
kpenoctu. IIpu Bce We Ha TakuBa MecTa HEPAOKO CE OTKPHBAT MATEPUAIN OT IO-PAHHU
NEPUOJH, U 0COOEHO OT JKEJISA3HA e110Xa, HAMa IPUYMHH J1a Ce CMSATa, Ye Te ca OMIIN YKpeIsIBaHU
(c KaMEHHU CTEHH) OLIe TOraBa, a OIIE MO-MaJKO MOXE Ja Ce MMCIM 3a ,,0TOpaHUTEIHU
cucTeMu‘‘, 6a3upaHy Ha B3aUMOJECHCTBUETO HA MHOXKECTBO BUCOUMHHU YKPEIJICHHsI B OTIEIHU
MHUKPO- WIH MAKPOPETUOHH.

KbcHOaHTUYHUTE YyKpEeneHU Cenuila CbhIIO TPAJAUIMOHHO CE€ OCMUCIAT KAaro YacT OT
oOIonMIiepcka OTOpaHHWTETHA KOHIICIIIUS, Ch3Jana HSIKOIKO PEAyBalld CE ,,yKPCIHTEITHU
nosica® Ha bayikaHuTe, MMalM 3a UEJ Ja MNPENSTCTBAT NMPOHUWKBAHETO HA HAIIECTBEHUIU
IBHIOOKO Ha IOT, 3acTpallaBailku camara UMIEpcKa crojuna. B To3m pem Ha muciu Te ce
pasmiIexaaT Hal-Bede KaTo BOCHHH ChOPBKEHUS, B KOUTO Ca PA3IMOJIOKEHH BOCHHU TApHU30HH.

Paskonkure Ha pe€anna YKpCIICHU BUCOYMHHU CCJIMIIA IIPE3 BTOpAaTa IIOJIOBHHA Ha XX Bek
obOaue IIOKa3BaT, 4€ 3HA4YUTCIIHA YaCT OT TIX Ca oOuTaBaHU OT IOUBUJIHO HACCICHUC,
3aHUMaBalio €€ CbC 3aHAATH, TbPIroBHUA U CCIICKO CTOIMMAHCTBO. HpI/I BCC Y€ HAKOHU OT TAX IIC Ja
ca CTPOCHU OuIIo 10 HWHUIMAaTuBa, ouio ¢ IMoMoOmITa Ha OCHTpaJIHaTa BJIACT, MHOTO APYTU Ca
104 Ha COOCTBEH MOYMH Ha IMPOBUHIIMAJTHOTO HACCJICHUC. Te ca sApKa HIKOCTpalud Ha
HECIIOCOOHOCTTA Ha HMIICPCKUTEC BJIACTU [a TapaHTHUPAT CHOKOMCTBHETO HA 3HAYMUTEIHA YacT
OT IPOBUHIMUTC HA bankanckus IMMOJIYOCTPOB M HA JXUBOTA U 3IPABETO HA TCXHUTC oburarenu.
HMMeHHO nociieJHUTE MHOTO YE€CTO 3aIl04Bar Jia ce TprKaT CaMU 3a OLC/IABAHCTO KAKTO Ha cebe
CH, TaKa 1 Ha UMYIICCTBOTO CH.

HapacrtBamara HecUrypHOCT BOAM 10 TOBa, Y€ W HOBOOCHOBaHM mpe3 VI B. Tpamose
JEMOHCTPHUPAT OOJIMK, pa3NU4YeH OT TO3M Ha KJIACUYECKHUS aHTUYEH TPaj, U MO CHIIECTBO
MIpe/ICTaBIsIBAaT BUCOYMHHM YKpEIleHU cenuina. ToBa € M eHa OT MPUYUHUTE 32 Pa3MUBAHETO
Ha TPaHUIINTE MEXIY ,,rpafa‘“ u ,,celoTo " mpe3 KbCHaTa aHTUYHOCT — MTOHE OT IIeJIHa TOYKa Ha
¢busznueckuss uM obnuk. PazOupa ce, Te3m nBe cenuuH (GopMH HE IIe Ja H34YepIBaT
pa3zHooOpasHuTe PyHKINU Ha YKPENIEHUTE BUCOUMHHU CEJIUIIIA 110 TOBA BPEME.

ENGLISH SUMMARY

The paper examines the emergence and underlying reasons behind the abundance of fortified
hilltop settlements, with stone walls, in present-day Bulgarian territories. Investigations of
numerous archaeological sites with such features reveal that most of these settlements were
established during Late Antiquity. Subsequently, in the Middle Ages, these old Late Antique



fortifications were either repurposed or new fortresses were constructed. Although artifacts
from earlier periods, including the Iron Age, are sometimes found on these sites, there is no
evidence to suggest that they were fortified with stone walls during those eras. Consequently,
the notion of 'defensive systems' based on the interaction of multiple hilltop fortifications in
particular micro- or macro-regions lacks support.

Late antique fortified hilltop settlements have long been viewed as part of a broader imperial
defensive strategy, creating several alternating "fortification belts" across the Balkans to
safeguard against invaders reaching the imperial capital. According to this perspective, these
settlements were predominantly military installations housing garrisons.

However, excavations in the latter half of the 20th century shed new light on these fortified
highland settlements, revealing that a significant portion of them were inhabited by civilians
engaged in crafts, trade, and agriculture. While some may have been constructed with the
support or initiative of the central government, many others emerged from the local population's
own efforts. These settlements illustrate the inability of the imperial authorities to ensure the
safety of a substantial part of the Balkan provinces and the well-being of their inhabitants.
Consequently, these inhabitants took it upon themselves to secure their own survival and protect
their property in the face of growing insecurity.

The increasing instability also led to newly founded cities in the 6th century adopting a different
appearance from that of classical ancient cities, transforming into fortified hilltop settlements.
This shift contributed to the blurring of boundaries between 'city' and 'village' in late antiquity,
at least in terms of their physical structures. It is essential to note that these two settlement forms
did not encompass the full range of functions exhibited by fortified highland settlements during
this period.
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PE3IOME

B Obirapckara nctopudecka M apXeoJornuecka JUTepaTypa NepuoabT MExXIy Kpas Ha X U
kpas Ha XII B. ce cmsTa 3a TpynHO BpeMe, Oemnsi3aHo oT Aemorpadceka u conuanHa karactpoda.
3a ToBa ca OTTOBOPHU HE caMO "BM3aHTHMHCKOTO 3aBOEBaHME", KOETO JOBEXJa 0 Kpas Ha
He3aBHCHMaTa ObIrapcka JIbpKaBa, HO M OIMYCTOIIMTEIHUTE BapBapCKU HamiecTBus. B
pe3yJiTaT Ha BapBapCKUsl HATUCK Mpe3 Bropara rnosoBuHa Ha X B. ca pa3pylLIeHU WU 3aruBar
JIECETKU CeNuIla, a HEeMajKka 4acT OT HaceJeHUEeTo ce u3cenBa Ha or B Tpakus. Karo
apXeoJIOrHYeCcKO JOKA3aTeICTBO 3a Ta3u KaTacTpoda OOMKHOBEHO CE PA3IIIeKIa JIUIICATA KAKTO
Ha MOHETH, TaKa U Ha apXeoJOTHYeCKH HaXoJKu (kepamuka u 1ip.) B [lapuctpuon cien kpas Ha
XI B.

3a,I[’BJ'I60“IeH aHallnu3 Ha CBbHICCTBYBAIIWTC HAXOAKH obaye MOXKe IIOHE Ja IIOCTaBH TOBa
O6HIOBaJ'II/I,I[HO MHCHHUEC I10J] BBIIPOC, a JOPH U Ja I'O OTXBBPJIH. Ha IIbPBO MACTO CJICABA Ja CC
OT6€H6)I(PI, Y€ € HAITBJIHO HEYMCCTHO HAJIMYUECTO UJIH JIMIICaTa HA MOHETH Aa CC pas3rjiexKaa KaTo
IPAKO JOKA3aTCJICTBO 3a HAJIWMYUCTO WJIM JIMIICATa Ha XOpa. 3a chbKaJieHHue B 6LnrapCKaTa
CPCAHOBCKOBHA apXCOJIOTUs a0COIIOTHUTE XPOHOJIOT'MHU Ha MaT€puaJIHaTa KYyJITypa 3aBUCAT B
3HaAYUTCIHA CTCIICH MMCHHO OT MOHCTHH HAXOIKH. HpI/ICMa CC, UC InapuyHara MKOHOMHKaA €
BBBCACHA ITIOBCEMCCTHO B 6’bJIFapCKI/ITC 3€MHU CJIe]] BU3aHTUMCKOTO 3aBOCBAHHUC, U OTTYK CJICABA
HAITbJIHO MNOTPCHIHUAT HU3BOA, Y€ CCJIMIIA, B KOUTO OT ONPCACIICH MOMCHT HACCTHC HC Ca
OTKPUTH MOHCTH, Ca IPCKPATUIIN CBIICCTBYBAHCTO CHU.

HymusmarnynuTe COMPKH OT TOBEYE OT JIy3MHA apPXEOJIOTHYECKH OOCKTH OT OBITapCKus
CeBepon3Tok U pymbHCKa JloOpymka Toka3BaT, Y€ MOHETHHUTE HAXOJIKH B CENWIaTa BbHB
BBTPEIIHOCTTA, KBACTO ca OWIM Pa3MOI0KEHU BH3AHTUHCKUTE BOMCKM Tpe3 TOCIeaIHaTa
4eTBbPT Ha X U IbpBaTa uyeTBbPT Ha XI B., ca Hail-Ooratu mmMeHHO B TO3u mnepuoa. Cuen
MpOMSsIHATa BbB BU3AHTUICKaTa BO€HHA cTparerus npe3 30-te roauHu Ha X1 B. 1 pa3nmyCKaHETo
Ha T€3W TapHU30HU OPOSAT HAa MOHETUTE B TE3M CEIIMIIA HaMajIsiBa IPACTUYHO, HO 3a CMETKa Ha
TOBa B TPAHUYHHUTE TPAJIOBE MO peka /[yHaB ce OTKpuBaT MHOTOOPOWHHM HAaXOJKH Ha MOHETH,
orcedeHu Mexay 30-te u 70-te ronuau Ha XI B. 3mexaa, 4e mpe3 TO3U NMepruojl TyHABCKUTE
rpajoBe ca MpPEeBbPHATH B MCTUHCKUA EMIIOPUM, KOUTO Ca MMajlu 3a Il Ja OCUTYpAT Ha
BapBapuTe OT Jpyrara CTpaHa Ha CeBepHATa TpaHWIla MUPEH JOCTBII J0 OorarcTBara Ha
uMmnepusita. ToBa mpenmnonokeHne ce MOTBbPKAaBa U OT akTa, 4e B KpalOpeKHHUTE rpaioBe
Ha YepHO MOpe MOYTH HsSIMa MOHETH KAaKTO OT TO3M, Taka M OT MPEIXOAHUS TEPHUO/I.
CrnenoBaTesTHO MOHETHUTE HE ca 0OCITY>KBalU €XKeTHEBHATA ThPrOBUSI MKy Tpajia v arpapHara
My OKOJIHOCT, a ca Oeller Wiy 3a MPUCHCTBUE HA apMUATA, WIH 32 THPTOBCKH OTHOIIEHUS C
Xopara Ha ceBep OoT rpanurnara. [lomoOHa ,,TOTUTHKA HA EMIOPUHU BCHIIHOCT CE MPOBEK/IA
ollle Tpe3 BTopara mnosioBuHa Ha IV B. OT H. €. pu umneparop BaneHT, KakTo HU yBepsiBa
TemucTuii.



[lo paznuuHM NpUYMHMU Ta3u UMIIEpCKa MOJUTHKA ce mpoBayd. Ilo BpemeTo Ha Anexcuil |
KoMHMH TeMHaTa agMUHHUCTpalLusl € peopraHusupasna, a JlyHaB € M30CTaBEH KaTo IpaHMIIA.
I'pannuHuTEe BOWCKM Bede TpsAOBaso Ja OXpaHsBaT OaimkaHckuTe npoxofn. Camo B HSKOJKO
MecTa 1o peka J[yHaB, KOUTO MpOaBJKaBaT Ja (YHKIMOHUPAT KaTO TapHU30HHU T'PaJIOBe, Ce
OTKpUBaT U MOHETH oT nepuoja cien 1100 r. 3a0enekuTesnHo e, ye MoYTH BCUYKU CENuIa, B
KOUTO ce OoTkpuBar marepuanu or XII B., ce HamMHpaT UMEHHO B CEBEPHOTO NOJHOKHE Ha
bankanure. Tasu cutyanus o4eBHJHO € OMila MHOIO CXOAHa ¢ Ta3u oT VI B., koraro Ha
JHelHaTa ObJirapcka TEpUTOpUs OMXa ChIIECTBYBAJIM OYTH CAMO BUCOYMHHHM CEJIHILA.

Ta3u mpomeHneHa cuTyarusi o0aue B HUKAaKbB CIydyall HE O3HA4YaBa, Y€ Xopara ca HalyCHallu
nHemHa CeepHa bbarapus. Oie mo-Majnko BEpPOATHO € MPEANOJI0KEHUETO, Y€ ChLIUTE
XUMOTETHYHN €MHUTPAHTU ca OTTOBOPHU 3a mpeamnoiaraeMus "memorpadceku Oym" Ha 10T OT
iaHuHata. He umurpamus ot ceBep, a ABECTArOJUIIHUAT MUP U MOJOOPEHUTE KOMYHUKALIUN
ca JOMpHHECIN 3a MpocrlepuTeTa Ha Te3u obmactu. Ho mopu u Tyk, B eqHa "HAIBJIHO
BI/I3aHTI/IHI/ISI/IpaHa" CTpaHa, HIMAa BHYIIUTCIIHU KOJICKOUU OT MOHCTH OT TO3U IICPHUO/, HC CaMO
B ""cenara‘“, HO M B TIO-TOJIeMHTE TpagoBe. ToBa 00CTOATEICTBO MOBIUTA BBIIPOCA 32 XapaKTepa
u Mama61/1Te Ha NpOBHHIHAJIHATA BHU3aHTHMCKA MOHCTapHa MKOHOMHKA — BBIPOC, HA KOMTO
CJIEJ[BA J1a C€ ThPCH OTTOBOP Ha IPYro MsICTO.

ENGLISH SUMMARY

In Bulgarian historical and archaeological literature, the period between the end of the 10th
century and the end of the 12th century is considered a challenging time marked by a
demographic and social collapse. This collapse can be attributed not only to the "Byzantine
conquest," which led to the downfall of the independent Bulgarian state but also to devastating
barbarian invasions. As a result of this barbarian pressure, numerous settlements were destroyed
or abandoned during the second half of the 11th century, and a significant part of the population
migrated southward to Thrace. The archaeological evidence of this catastrophe is often linked
to the absence of coins and other archaeological artifacts (such as pottery) in the region of
Paristrion after the 11th century.

However, a detailed analysis of the existing findings challenges, if not refutes, this widely
accepted view. Firstly, it is important to note that the presence or absence of coins cannot serve
as direct evidence for the presence or absence of people. Unfortunately, material chronologies
in Bulgarian medieval archaeology heavily rely on coin discoveries. There is a sweeping
assumption that a monetary economy was introduced into Bulgarian territories after the
Byzantine conquest, leading to the incorrect conclusion that settlements lacking coins after a
certain point in time ceased to exist.

Coin collections from over a dozen settlements in Northeastern Bulgaria and Romanian
Dobrudzha tell a different story. Inland settlements, where Byzantine troops were stationed
during the last quarter of the 10th century and the first quarter of the 11th century, have the
richest coin finds during this period. However, after a change in Byzantine military strategy in
the 1030s and the dissolution of these garrisons, the number of coins drastically decreased in
inland towns. Instead, numerous coin finds were discovered in border towns along the Danube,
dating from the 1030s to the 1070s. It appears that during this period, the Danubian cities were
transformed into thriving emporiums, offering peaceful access to the empire's wealth for the



barbarians residing north of the imperial border. This assumption is further supported by the
scarcity of coins in coastal cities on the Black Sea during both the mentioned period and the
preceding one. Hence, the coins were not used for everyday trade between cities and the
countryside but rather indicate the presence of the army or trade relations with people living
north of the Danube. This emporia policy had already been implemented during the second half
of the 4th century AD under Emperor Valens, as Themistios confirms.

For various reasons, this imperial policy eventually failed. Under Alexios I Komnenos, the
thematic administration was reorganized, and the Danube was no longer maintained as a border.
Instead, the border troops were assigned to secure the Balkan passes. Only in some Danubian
points, which continued to function as garrison towns, coins are found even from the period
after 1100. It is noteworthy that almost all settlements exhibiting materials from the 12th
century are precisely located in the northern foothills of the Balkans. This situation seems quite
similar to that of the 6th century when hilltop settlements were predominant throughout present-
day Bulgarian territory.

However, these changes do not imply that the population moved away from what is now
northern Bulgaria. Moreover, it is unlikely that the same emigrants were responsible for the
alleged "demographic boom" in the regions to the south of the Balkan Mountains. The
prosperity in those areas was not due to immigration from the north but rather resulted from
two hundred years of peace and improved communications. Nevertheless, even in this
"completely Byzantinized" country, significant coin collections from this period are scarce, not
only in the rural settlements but also in the larger cities. This circumstance raises questions
about the nature and extent of the provincial Byzantine monetary economy, which warrant
further investigation.
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PE3IOME

Bpnpeku nouty mbiaHOTO pa3konaBaHe Ha cpeHoBeKoBHUA rpas YepseH (CeBepHa bbirapust)
U MO-CIENMAJIHO HA TaKa HapeueHaTa My LUTa/el1a, EMCKOIICKAaTa PECI. MUTPOIIOJIUTCKATa MY
pe3ueHIMs Bee olle He € uiaeHtudunpana. B HacTosdmara cratus ce npaBu IPEOLCHKA Ha
pe3yJITaTUTE OT PA3KONKHUTE HA BEPOATHO HaW-NpelcTaBuTenHara crpaaa B YepseH. T e
o0siBeHa 3a cefajMIle Ha IpeArnoiaraeM MecTeH geoaan ome npe3 60-re roguau Ha XX B. U
OTTOTaBa Ce CMATA 33 KJIIACHYECKHU ITPUMEP 32 CPETHOBEKOBEH Obirapcku (heonaneH 3aMbK. BbB
BCEKHU ClIy4dall apryMEHTalUATa Ha Pa3KOIIBAYUTE CTHIIBA HA INIMHEHU Kpaka - B UepBeH He ca
3ama3eHu MHCMEHHU CBEJCHHS 3a CPEIHOBEKOBHU (peOojalii, BCUYKU CTPOUTEITHU HAIIHCH OT
rpaja CBUETENICTBAT, Y€ (DAKTUUECKUAT CTPOUTEN TaM € OMJI apAT WK LEeHTpajaHaTa BJIacT, a
"TOMMHMpAIIOTO MOJOXkeHue" u "ykpenmeHocTTa" Ha BBIPOCHATa Crpaja HHUKaK HE ca
yOenuTeTHO TOKa3aTeJICTBO 3a (DyHKIMATA M Ha (eofasieH 3aMbK. JlaTupoBkaTta Ha TO3HM
KOMIUIEKC KaTo IpefrnonaraeMo "Hai-cTapus" B CpPEAHOBEKOBHMA Ipaj WM (YHKLUUATA MY
KaTo "KpUCTAJIM3aLMOHHO SAp0" Ha ObAELIUs rpaj ChIIO € CbMHUTEIHA; TS IPAKTHUYECKU Ce
OCHOBaBa Ha e/IHa-enuWHCTBeHa (mpobutal) moHeta OT Kpas Ha XII B. B HenoOpe u3sicHEHA
cTpaturpadcka cpena. HeroBara rmianoBa cxema (crpaiu, rpylupaHyd OKOJIO BBTPEIIEH JIBOP €
I'bPKBA B LIEHTHpA) JACHCTBUTEIHO € YECTO 3aCBUJETEICTBaHA B CBETCKH PE3UICHIMH BbHB
BU3aHTUHUCKHS CBST, HO CBIIO TOJKOBA J100pe MOXe Ja NMPUHAAJICKU U Ha MaHAaCTUPCKU
KomIuiekc. ToBa, 4e B paBOCIaBHUS CBAT €MHUCKOIICKaTa pe3uIeHIHs e (pakTo e MaHacTup, a
MaHaCTUPUTE JJOCTA YECTO ca OMIIM eMHUCKOIICKH PEe3UICHIINH, € U3BECTHO OoT/aBHa. ETo 3aio
ce OocMeNsiBaM Ja MPEAIoJIoka, Y€ BBIPOCHUSAT KOMIUIEKC € OWiI MO-CKOpO pe3uJeHIMs Ha
YEPBEHCKHUTE EMHUCKOIN U MUTPOIIOJIUTH, KOUTO ChC CUTYPHOCT Ca MUCMEHO 3aCBUIETEIICTBAHH,
OTKOJIKOTO ceJaluile Ha BboOpaxkaeM (¢eojasl, 4yHMeTo MpuChCTBHE B UYepBeH ce e
MIpeIoJIarajio U BCe OIle Ce Mpeinoiara caMo o o0IIH KyJITYpPHO-UCTOPUUYECKU U OCOOEHO 1O
UJIE0JIOTUYECKH TPUYHHH.

ENGLISH SUMMARY

Despite the almost complete excavation of the medieval town of Cherven in northern Bulgaria,
particularly its citadel, the location of its bishop's or metropolitan residence remains elusive.
This paper reevaluates the results of excavations conducted on what is likely the most
representative building in Cherven. Early declarations from the 1960s identified this structure
as the seat of a local feudal lord, and since then, it has been regarded as a prime example of a
medieval Bulgarian “feudal castle”. However, the basis for this argumentation is weak, as there
is no written evidence of medieval feudal lords in Cherven. Building inscriptions from the city
indicate that the actual builder was the tsar or the central authority, casting doubt on the notion
of the building's function as a “feudal castle” despite its "dominant position" and "fortification."

The dating of this complex as the supposed "oldest" in the medieval city or its function as a
"crystallization nucleus" for the future city is also questionable, primarily relying on a single



pierced coin from the late 12th century found in an insecure stratigraphic position. The plan
scheme of the complex, with buildings grouped around an inner courtyard and a central church,
is indeed common in secular residences within the Byzantine world, but it could also indicate
a monastery. It has long been known that the bishop's residence often served as a monastery,
and in the Orthodox world, monasteries frequently doubled as bishop's residences. Hence, it is
reasonable to consider that the complex in question was more likely the residence of the
Cherven bishops and metropolitans, who are well-documented in historical records, rather than
the seat of an imaginary feudal lord. The assumption of the latter's presence in Cherven is based
on broad cultural-historical and ideological grounds, lacking concrete evidence.
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PE3IOME

[Ipe3 KbcHaTa aHTUYHOCT B THEUTHUTE OBJITAPCKU 3€MHU, KAKTO U B IPYTH YacTH Ha baakaHCcKus
MOJIyOCTPOB, MPOTHYAT MPOLECH, KOUTO HAl-KbCHO Ipe3 VI B. BOAAT /10 MOsiBaTa Ha CEJIUIIHA
CUCTEMa, JOMUHHMpPAHA HE OT HEYKPENEeHHU CEIMIIA B PaBHUHUTE, & OT YKPENEHU BUCOUYUHHU
Celulla B IUIAHMHCKUTE W MONYIUIAHUHCKUTE paloHW. ['pajckuTe LEHTpOBE B pPETrMOHAa,
ocHoBaHU mpe3 VI B., IMaT CXOMHU XapaKTEepPUCTUKH. B ObIrapckara Hay4Ha JIMTEpaTypa €
HAJIO)KEHA Te3aTa 3a BHE3allHOTO M30CTaBsAHE HA BUCOYMHHUTE NO3ULMU Ipe3 PaHHOTO
CPEIHOBEKOBHE U 3a IIOBTOPHOTO MM 3acelIBaHe e/1Ba mpe3 X B., 3a J1a C€ IIPEBbPHAT OTHOBO B
o0MYaeH WK JOpH AOMHHHUPAIL THI CEeNTUINA Mpe3 MociIeIHuTe BeKoBe Ha CpeTHOBEKOBHETO.
YecTHO Ka3aHO, CMsATaM, Y€ Ta3sd KApTUHA MOXKE Ja C€ OKaKEe MHOIo Jajed oT
neiicrBurenHoctTa. T ce onuTBa Ja 00sCHU /B JO0Ope MO3HATU SIBJICHUS — OT €Ha CTpaHa,
MPEKbCBAHETO HA MApUYHATA IIUPKYJIAIMs BB BUCOYMHHUTE celuina B HayanoTo Ha VII B., a
OT JIpyra — OTCBhCTBHETO B TSAX Ha MaTepHallHa KYJITypa, XapakTepHa 3a ,,CIaBSIHCKHUTE U
»Ipa0dbarapckure” cenuma u Hekponoian or VII-IX B. JloOpe u3BecTHO e, ue aurcara Ha
MOHETH HE O3HayaBa HEMPEMEHHO OTCHCTBUE HA Xopa (BIIPOYEM, MOHETH JIMTICBAT U HA BCUYKHU
OCTaHAllM TMPOYYEHU PAHHOCPEIAHOBEKOBHM OOEKTH) M OCTaBa HESCHO 3amo TpsOBa
0e3pe3epBHO Ja OYaKBame, ue KUBOTHT MPE3 PAHHOTO CPEIHOBEKOBHE TPsOBAa BUHATH Jla CE
MpOsIBSIBA Ype3 MarepuaiHara KylTypa, XapakrepHa 3a cenumiara B [lonuna u ['apBan nmm
Hekpononute B Paznenna u Tonona.

Bbopeku Te3u Mou pe3epBH, KaTO OTIPaBHA TOYKA HA JUCKYCHATA L€ MTPUEMA, YE B HIKAKHB
MoMeHT Mex 1y KbcHara antuanoct 1 CpeJHOBEKOBHETO IMOBEYETO OT CEJIMIIATa Ha XbIIMOBETE
HaWCTHUHA Ca U30CTABEHU, U III€ CE€ OMUTAM Jia MPEAJIoKa OOsICHEHUE HAa IPUUMHUTE 3a Kpas Ha
TO3U CEJIUIIEH MOJIEN, KOETO ce pasiauuyaBa oT oOuionpueroro. [locnenHoro miacu, ye Toi
BCBIIHOCT € Pa3pylIeH B pe3yJTaT Ha aBapO-CIABIHCKUATE HAILIECTBUS B Kpas Ha VI u Hayanoto
Ha VII B., korato OwiM YHHIIIO)KEHH MHOXXECTBO TPAJOBE M KPEMOCTH W TOJIsIMa YacT OT
KbCHOAHTUYHOTO HacelieHne Omimo W30MTO WM TPOTOHEHO; HOBOJOIUINTE CIIABSIHU U
npa0bJirapy Ch3/1aJ1M HOB CEJHILEH MOJIEN, Pa3JIndeH OT KbCHOAHTHYHUSA, U TOM OMJI chboOpaseH
CBhC COOCTBEHHUTE UM KYITYPHH U HKOHOMHUYECKH OCOOCHOCTH.

Crnopen MeH ,,Malla0HUTE OIMYCTOLICHMA', TPUIMCBAHM HAa aBapuUTE MU CIIAaBIHUTE, HE ca
MOJKPETIEHN HUTO OT CHILNECTBEHH MUCMEHU JaHHH, HUTO OT yOETUTETHH apXeoJIOTHYeCKH
nokasarencTBa. TpsOBa 1a ce Thpcu Apyro oOsCHEHHE.

bwp3 mormien KbM KapTara Mokas3pa, 4e MoBEUYETO OT U3BECTHUTE HU BUCOUYMHHU cenuia oT VI
B. C€ HaMHpaT B paiiOHU, KOUTO HUKOTa HE ca OWIM M3BECTHU KATO 3bPHOMPOU3BOAUTEITHH.
3a1b100YEHUAT aHATIN3 HAa KbCHOAHTHYHUTE CeYrBa OT [HelIHa bearapus, cBbp3aHu ¢ eApOTO
3eMeleNie U 3IbPHOMPOMU3BOJICTBOTO (IUIYI, 4YEpsCIO, KONpajs M ChpI), MOKa3Ba, 4e Te



orcheTBaT B obektute or VI B. He ue HAMa 3emMenesicku HHCTPYMEHTH, ThKMO HarlpOTHB, HO
TOBA, KOETO HE C€ OTKPUBA, Ca UMEHHO TE€3U, KOUTO Ca IOAXOIAIIM 3a €APOIUIOLIHO 3eMENIEIINE.
To3u ¢akt Bmpouem m00pe KOpeCHOHAMpa € NHCMEHUTE H3BOPU OT IMEpPHUOJa, KOUTO
CBHUJIETEJICTBAT 3a NPOOIEMHU CHhC 3bPHOIPOM3BOJACTBOTO B Ta3M YacT Ha UMIIEpHsTA Tpe3
pasIeKIaHus IEPUOL.

Ot apyra cTpaHa, NoTpeOIEHUETO HA 3bPHO OYEBUIHO HE € npeyctaHoBeHo. [lpu nmumnca Ha
MIPOM3BOACTBO U MPOABIKABAILO NOTPeOIeHUE € OYEBUIHO, Y€ HACEICHHUETO € TpsOBajo na
Obae cHaOAsIBAHO CBHC 3bPHO. TBBbpPACHHETO, Y€ JMICATa Ha XOPEYMH, IMOCTPOCHU ChC
curypaoct cien 500 r., mokasBa, ue rpaJCKOTO HAaceleHUE He € OWJIO CHAOIsBaHO C XpaHa,
u3rexaa HeocHoBarenHo. I[lo Hawanmo ¢akThT, 4e HE ca MOCTPOCHH HOBU XOPEYyMH, HE
03HAuaBa, Y€ Beuye CHIECTBYBAIIUTE HE ca Omiu u3nom3BaHu. OT apyra cTpaHa, 0coOeHO B
HOBOOCHOBAHHTE BUCOYMHHU CENUINA (BKJIIOYUTEIHO TPAJCKUTE LIEHTPOBE) HAMA JIOCTAThYHO
MSCTO 32 W3rpaKIaHEe HAa BHYLIUTEIHU XOpeyMH. BbBIpeku ToBa 3bPHOTO C€ ChXpaHSIBA B
JOTUYMH W XPaHWIWIIHU SIMA, KOWTO Ca TIOBCEMECTHO pAa3MpPOCTPAHCHU, KAKTO U B
KpenocTHUTE Kyiu. Korato XOpHM30HTAIHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO € HENOCTAaThYHO, C€ IMpHIarar
BEPTHKAJIHU perneHus. [logo0Hr HaX0K1 ca JOCTAaThuHO SICHA WHAMKAIIHS, Y€ BCE MaK € UMAJI0
MaIabHo noTpedieHne Ha 3bPHO M TO €1Ba JU € OMJIO OCUTYpPEHO OT OCKBJHATa PEKOITa OT
HETUIOJJOPOHUTE TUIAHMHCKH TI0JIeTa, KOUTO ca Omiin 00paboTBaHU OT OTJEITHUTE TIOMAaKUHCTBA
B CEJIMIIATA.

Topa, ye HaceneHuero npe3 VI B. € OMI0 CHAOAIBAHO ¢ XPAaHUTEIIHU IPOIYKTH, CE€ WIFOCTPHpa
OT MHOrOOpOHHHUTE Haxouku Ha amdopu (mpeauMHOo LRA2) mpakThdeckd BBB BCSKO
KbCHOQHTHYHO BHCOYMHHO CeJIMIIE, poydeHo B boearapus. Hamocnenbk, Hali-Bede mopaau
MacoBOTO MPHUCHCTBHE Ha TakuBa ampopu no Honaus J{yHaB, Te ce mpruemMar KaTo WHINKAIUSI
3a cHaO/sIBaHE HA apMUTA C XPaHa, HO BCHITHOCT Pa3POCTPAHEHUETO UM € MHOTO TIO-IITUPOKO
U T€ ca OTKPUBAHH U B CENUINA, B KOUTO HsIMa OCHOBAHMS Ja C€ Mpernosara NpuchCTBUE Ha
Bolicku. He e 3aapmkuTenHO Te3u aMopH Jia ca ChIbPKAIU 3bPHO, HO T€ CBUICTENCTBAT 32
[EHTPaIM3UpaHN JOCTaBKM Ha XpaHa 3a TOJIEMU TpymnH OT HaceneHueto. ChIIo Taka KbM
MOMEHTA HsIMA SICHU JJaHHM 3a ITPOU3BOACTBO Ha aM(OopH B AHEIIHUTE ObJITapCKU TEPUTOPUU —
00CTOSTEJICTBO, KOETO CHIIO TPsIOBA J]a Ce B3eMeE M0 BHUMAaHUE.

Toxama 9acT OT BHCOYHMHHHTE YKPCIICHU CCJIMIIa ca C€ HaMupalll B paﬁOHI/I, KbIACTO
Ipou3BOACTBOTO Ha 3bpPHO € HpO6J’IeMaTI/I‘IHO - 3a pa3jimka oOT py,Z[O,I[O6I/IBa n
KHNBOTHOBBACTBOTO. CIIOKOTHO MOXKe Ja CC MMPCAIIOJI0XKHU, Y€ BKIIFOYBAHCTO HA I'OJIEMHU I'PYIIH
OT HAaCCJICHUCTO B HO,I[O6HI/I ﬂeﬁHOCTH (38 KOCTO pasiiojraraMe ¢ HCAIBYCMHUCJICHH KOCBCHH, HO U
C IMPCKHU apXCOJIOIrNICCKU ,I[OKa?»aTeJ'ICTBa) € CBIIPOBOJACHO C OpraHU3upaHn JOCTABKH HA 3bPHO
— IIPAKTHUKA, KOATO € I[06pe WIHOCTpUpaHa CbC CBHUACTCIICTBA, MaKap U OT MHOI'O IIO-KBCHO
BpCMEC. Toit karo B peruoHa HAMa MaH_[a6HO 3BPHOIIPOU3BOACTBO, NOCTABKUTC 3aBUCAT 10
TrojisiMa CTCIICH OT TPAAULIMOHHUTC ) KUTHUIHU HAa UMIICPUATA B H3Tounoro CpCI[I/IBCMHOMOpI/IC.

3ary0Oara ot HeliHa ctpaHa Ha Erunet, Cupus u [lanectuna, Makap 1 T€ J1a He ca HETIPEMEHHO
MPSIK U3TOYHUK Ha 3bpHO 3a bankanwTte, HECHMHEHO Ch3/1aBa HANPEIKEHHE U MPEIU3BUKBA
Kpu3a B CHCTeMaTa 3a CHa0JsBaHE Ha HaceJIeHHeTo ¢ XpaHH. KUBOTHT BbB BUCOYMHHUTE
CeJHMIIa CTaBa BCe MO-NMpo0iIeMaTHUeH MMOpaay pa3NaJaHeTo Ha LsJla MKOHOMHYECKa CHCTEeMa,
KOATO TO3BOJISIBA CBIIECTBYBAaHETO MM B MamiaOute, KouTo ce HabmomaBar mpe3 VI B.,
BKJIFOUUTEITHO KaTO TUCTPUOYyTOp W TOTpeduTen Ha coOcTBeHa mpomykmms. Ctura ce a0
HY’XKJaTa OT MPOMsIHA HA UKOHOMUYECKHS, @ OTTaM M Ha CEJIMIIHUSI MOJEJL.



Peopranmsanusara Ha M3rouHara pumcka umnepus npe3 Bropara nonosuHa Ha VII B. u
MOCTENIEHHOTO BbBEXK/JIAHE HA TEeMHaTa OpraHU3allysi, CBbpP3aHA C IOsBaTa HA KJIACUYECKOTO
BU3aHTUHCKO ,,BHOPBHKEHO CEIAYECTBO, HECbMHEHO € OINUT 3a NPEOoAOJsiBaHE Ha TE3U
npobneMu. M30cTaBsiHETO HA BUCOUMHHUTE CEJIUINA U MPEHACOYBAHETO HA HACEIICHUETO KbM
pPaBHHHHTE, TIpeAJIaralif Bb3MOXKHOCT 32 MaaOHO MPOU3BOICTBO HA 3bPHO, OM MOTJIO 1a Obe
€/IHO OT apXEOJIOTUYECKUTE CBUJIETENICTBA 3a Te3U npouecu. [logobeH cueHapuil 61 HalIoXKuUI
npepasriexiaHe Ha Ipuerara Te3a, Y€ camMo ,,CJIaBiHW U mpadbiarapu” ca ch3gaiu
»»PAHHOCPETHOBEKOBHUS CEJIMIIIEH MOJIEI ‘.

ENGLISH SUMMARY

In the Late Antiquity in the present-day Bulgarian territories, as well as in other parts of the
Balkan Peninsula, processes developed that led at latest in the 6th c. to the emergence of a
settlement system that was dominated not by the unfortified settlements in the plains but by
fortified hilltop- settlements in mountainous and semi-mountainous areas. The urban centers in
the region that were founded in the 6th c. had similar characteristics. In the Bulgarian scholarly
literature, there is a postulate about the sudden abandonment of the hilltop- settlements in the
Early Medieval Period and that they were resettled only in the 10th c¢. — to become again a
common or even dominating type of settlements in the last centuries of the Middle Ages. To be
honest, I believe that this picture may turn out to be very far from reality. It tries to explain two
well-known phenomena — on one hand the discontinuation of the monetary circulation in the
hilltop- settlements at the turn of the 7th c., and on the other the absence there of material culture
that is typical of the “Slavic” and “Proto-Bulgarian” settlements and cemeteries of the 7th—9th
c. It is well-known that the absence of coins does not necessarily imply the absence of people
(in fact, there are no coins at all other investigated Early Medieval sites), and it remains unclear
why we should unreservedly expect that the Early Medieval human habitation should always
manifest itself with the material culture that is typical of the settlements at Popina and Garvan
or the necropolises at Razdelna and Topola.

Despite these reservations of mine, I would accept for a start that at some point between the
Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages most of the hilltop- settlements were indeed abandoned,
and I will try to offer another explanation of the reasons for the end of this settlement model
that differs from the generally accepted. The latter states that the model was actually dismantled
in result of the Avaro-Slavic invasions in the late 6th and early 7th c., when great many cities
and fortresses were destroyed and a large part of the Late Antique population was either
slaughtered or driven away; the newcomers, Slavs and Proto-Bulgarians, created a new
settlement model, different from the Late Antique one, and it was consistent with their own
cultural and economic specifics.

In my opinion, “the great devastations” attributed to Avars and Slavs are not supported neither
by substantial written sources, nor by compelling archaeological evidence. One should look for
another explanation.

A quick glance at the map reveals that most of the 6th c. hilltop- settlements we know about are
in regions that have never been known as breadbaskets. The thorough analysis of the Late
Antique tools from present-day Bulgaria, related to largescale agriculture and grain production
(ploughshare, coulter, goad, and sickle) indicates that they are absent from 6th c. sites. It is not



that there are not farm implements — quite the opposite, but what is not found are precisely those
that are suited for large-scale agriculture. This fact by the way corresponds well with the written
sources from the period that testify to problems with grain production in this part of the Empire
in the period under consideration.

On the other hand, the consumption of grain apparently did not cease. With no production and
continuing consumption, it is obvious that the population had to be supplied with grain. The
claim that the lack of horrea certainly built after AD 500 indicates that the urban population
was not supplied with food appears to be ill-grounded. To begin with, the fact that no new horrea
were built does not mean that the already existing were not used. On the other hand, especially
in the newly founded hilltop- settlements (including urban centers), there was not enough space
to build imposing horrea. However, grain was kept in dolia and storage pits that are ubiquitous,
as well as in the fortress towers. When horizontal space is scarce, vertical solutions are
implemented. Such discoveries are a sufficiently clear indication that there was still large-scale
consumption of grain, and it was hardly supplied by the meagre harvest from the infertile
mountainous fields that were tilled by the individual households in the settlements.

That the 6th c. population was supplied with food is illustrated by the numerous finds of
amphorae (mostly LRA2) in practically every Late Antique hilltop- settlement investigated in
Bulgaria. Recently, mostly because of the massive presence of such amphorae along the Lower
Danube, they were accepted as an indication of food supplies for the army, but in fact their
distribution is much wider, and they have been found also in settlements where there are no
reasons to presume the presence of troops. These amphorae did not necessarily contain grain,
but they testify to centralized supplies of food for large groups of the population. Also, at present
there is no positive evidence of production of amphorae in the present-day Bulgarian territories,
which circumstance is also to be noted.

Great many of the hilltop- fortresses were in areas where grain production was problematic —
unlike mining and animal husbandry. One could safely presume that the involvement of large
groups of the population in such activities (for which we have unequivocal indirect, but also
direct archaeological evidence) was accompanied with organized supplies of grain — a practice
that is well illustrated with testimonies, admittedly from much later times. As there was no
large-scale grain production in the region, the supplies depended largely on the traditional
breadbaskets of the empire in the Eastern Mediterranean.

The loss of Egypt, Syria and Palestine as parts of the emprire, although they were not
necessarily the direct source of grain for the Balkans, undoubtedly created tensions and stirred
a crisis in the system of food supplies for the population. The life in the hilltop- settlements
became ever more problematic because of the collapse of an entire economic system that made
possible their existence at the scale that is observed in the 6th c., including as distributor and
consumer of their own production. A change of the economic model was needed, hence of the
settlement model.

The reorganization of the Eastern Roman Empire in the second half of the 7th c. and the gradual
introduction of the themata system, related to the appearance of the classical Byzantine farmer-
soldier, was undoubtedly an attempt to overcome these problems. The abandonment of the
hilltop- settlements and the redirection of the population towards the grain producing plains
could be one of the archaeological testimonies to these processes. Such a scenario would require



reconsidering the accepted thesis that only “Slavs and Proto-Bulgarians™ created the Early
Medieval settlement model.
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PE3IOME

Penunia nmucmenu u3Bopu B nepuoaa ot IX go nawamoro Ha XIII B. 3acBuaerencTsar
CBIIECTBYBAHETO Ha ManbK rpaa B Tpakus ¢ mmero KoHcTaHuus, pa3nonokeH HAKBIAE IO
TpaceTo Ha neTa Mexay [lnosnus u Onpun. Mexny kpas Ha XIX u cpemara Ha XX B. ca
HaIlpaBEHU PA3JIMYHU IPEJIJIOKEHUSI OTHOCHO HETOBaTa JIOKAJIU3al|s, KaTo B KpaliHa CMETKa ce
YTBbPKJaBa HEMOJKPETICHUAT C KATETOPUYHU J1I0Ka3aTesICTBa Bh3Mie] Ha VBaH Benkos, ue Toi
€ ThKJECTBEH C BUCOUMHHOTO cenulle ,,Acapa‘“ kpaii CumeonoBrpa. Hapen ¢ Toa ce mpuema,
4ye UMEeHHO Ta3u KoHcTaHIUs e mpeB3eTa OT BoWcKUTe Ha ObJrapckus Biaaeren KamosH npes
1201 r., cex KoeTo mpecTasa Jia ChIIECTYyBa.

AHaIM3bT HA HAIMYHUTE aPXCOJOTUYCCKH U UCTOPUYECKH JaHHHU Hajlara PeBU3UPAHETO M Ha
neere Te3n. OT enHa cTpaHa JIBJITOTOJUIIHUTE apXEOJOTMYECKHM pa3KomKu Ha ,,Acapa®
CBHJICTEJICTBAT SICHO, Y€ TYK HsIMa CJIEAM OT KMBOT cliej] TbpBara nosioBuHa Ha XII B., Karo
0co0OEHO BIIEYATIICHHE MPaBH HE TOJIKOBA Jrcara Ha MoHeTH oT XII u Havanoro Ha XIII B.,
KOJIKOTO Ha crpaduTo KepamMHuKa, KOsITO Ipe3 Bropara nojoBruHa Ha XII B. € oOnvaiiHa 4acT ot
KepaMHUYHHUS KOMIUIEKC JOpHW Ha HAW-HE3HAYMTEIHOTO TPAKHMCKO CEJI0 M HEChbMHEHO Ou
cienBalio Ja Ob/Ie HaMepeHa IMPY Pa3KOMKUTE Ha MPEAIoIaraeMo KUBO 110 OHOBA BpeMe rpaIye.

Ot ppyra ctpana rpax ¢ ume Koncranuus e npesser ot Kanosu npe3 1201 r. mo Bpeme Ha
KaMIIaHus, IPU KOSITO HEroBa >kepTBa cTaBa U BapHa. M3miex1a MHOTO 1MO-JIOTUYHO TOM J1a ce
OTBHXKJIECTBU C HsKoramHara cronuua Ha Manka Ckutust — ToMu, KoATO MO HAKOE Bpeme Ipe3
PaHHOTO CPEAHOBEKOBHE Ce c100MBa ¢ UMeTo KoHCTaHIMSA, KOETO B JIEKO BUI0M3MEHEHa (hopma
HOCH U JI0 JIHEC, OTKOJIKOTO C Tpaj AbJIOOKO Ha 0T OT XeMyC, YHETO XUIIOTETUYHO MPEB3EMaHe
Mpearnoiara IBMKEeHHe Ha ObJrapcKkara BoMCKa 1Mo CTpaHHUsT MapiipyT ThpHOBO [?] — paiioHa
OKOJIO0 TosieMust 3aBoii Ha Mapwuiia — Bapaa — TspHOBO [?].

ENGLISH SUMMARY

Several written sources dating from the 9th to the early 13th century provide evidence of a small
town in Thrace known as Constantia, located somewhere along the road between Plovdiv and
Adrianople. Throughout the late 19th to the mid-20th centuries, various proposals were
presented concerning its precise location. Eventually, Ivan Velkov's viewpoint gained
acceptance, despite lacking conclusive evidence, suggesting Constantia's identification with the
high-altitude settlement of Asara near Simeonovgrad. Additionally, historical records suggest
that this town was conquered by the forces of Bulgarian ruler Kaloyan in 1201, leading to its
subsequent disappearance.

A comprehensive analysis of the available archaeological and historical data necessitates a
thorough reassessment of both hypotheses. On one hand, the extensive and long-term
archaeological excavations at Asara unequivocally indicate the absence of any traces of



habitation after the first half of the 12th century. Notably, the scarcity of coins from the 12th
and early 13th centuries is overshadowed by the notable absence of sgraffito pottery—an
ordinary feature of the ceramic repertoire even in the most modest Thracian villages during the
latter half of the 12th century. The lack of such pottery in a supposedly thriving town from that
period raises intriguing questions.

On the other hand, historical records confirm Kaloyan's conquest of a town named Constantia
in 1201, during a campaign that also led to the fall of Varna on the Black Sea coast. It seems
more plausible to associate this conquest with the former capital of Scythia Minor - Tomi -
which, at some point during the early Middle Ages, acquired the name Constantia—a name that
has persisted in a slightly modified form to this day. This alignment presents a more coherent
argument compared to attributing it to a town situated deep south of the Haemus Mountains,
where the hypothetical capture implies a convoluted route taken by the Bulgarian army:
Tarnovo [?] - the region around the “great bend” of the Maritza River - Varna - Tarnovo [?].
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PE3IOME

Crnopen oOIIONIPUETOTO MHEHUE MOAKOBUTE 32 OOYBKU C€ IMOSBSABAT B JHEIIHUTE OBITapcKu
3emu okoJio 1200 1. ci. Xp. Te ca cumtanu 3a 00MUYaliHU 32 3pSITOTO CPETHOBEKOBUE TIPEIMETH,
KOMTO MTPOJBJIKABAT J1a CE€ M3MOJ3BAT IIPe3 OCMAHCKATa €110Xa, Ta Yak 10 Hawu JHu. CMmsTa ce,
ye ca OWIIM MPUKPENBaHU KbM MTOJMETKUTE Ha ,,[pyOn* 00yBKHU, HEPSAKO HHTEPIIPETHPAHU KAaTO
,,BOMHHUIIIKHA .

BaumarenHoTo u3cneaBaHe Ha KOHTEKCTUTE, B KOMTO C€ OTKpPHBAT, o0aue Hajara cepuo3Ha
pEeBU3US HA IOCETALTHUTE BB3IVICAH. 3a0€IeKUTEITHO €, Y€ MOJIKOBUTE 32 00YBKH HE CE CpeIiar
B Hekponoiu, otHacsamu ce kpbM XIII — XIV B. KOHTEKCTBT Ha HaXOIKHUTE, OTKPUBAHU B
CeJUIIA, CHIIECTBYBAJIM MO CHIIIOTO BPEME, Hail-ueCcTo He € 100pe JokyMeHTHpaH. OCBEH TOBa
OTPOMHATA YaCT OT BBIIPOCHUTE CEIHUIIA MPOABIDKABAT CHIIECTBYBAHETO CU U B OCMaHCKaTa
ernoxa. Mankoro 100pe MOKyMEHTHPAHH KOHTEKCTH B CEJHUIIHA Cpe/la, B KOUTO CE€ HaMHpaT
MTOJIKOBU 3a 0OYBKH, HE Morar ja Obaar gaTupaHu npenu camus kpail Ha XIV B. U 10pH mo-
CKOpO TIpeIy IIbpBara mojxoBuHa Ha XV B.

Ot apyra cTpaHa MOIKOBUTE 32 00YBKH €a YECTO CPEIlaHU B HEKPOIIOJIX OT OCMaHCKaTa eroxa.
Hanuyaure nanHM MOJCKa3Bat, Y€ T€ ca €AHU OT MPEIMETHTE, KOUTO CE MOSBSBAT B THEITHUTE
ObArapckd 3eMU IO BpPEME Ha OCMAaHCKOTO 3aBOEBAHUE Karo pe3ydaTar OT IIMPOKOTO
pasnpocTpaHeHHE — CPel BCUYKHU TPYIIH U CJIOEBE HAa HACEJIEHHUETO, @ HE CaMo CpeJl Boiickara —
Ha CrieqU(UYHU OPUEHTAJICKA OOYBKM M OOTyIIM: mamyny ¥ 4u3Mu. OCKBIHUTE AaHHU OT
npyru OankaHCKu cTpaHu, Hanpumep ['spiust u CepOusi, He mpoTuBOpedar Ha Tazu te3a. C
orJie/l Ha TOBa HE € M3HEHA/IBaIll0, Y€ Ha OBJIrapcKu MOJKoBaTa 3a 00yBKa ce HapHuya ,,Haiaue™,
KOETO € TUPEKTHA 3aeMKa OT TYPCKOTO U O3HaueHue nal¢a/na’lge.

ENGLISH SUMMARY

It is generally acknowledged that heel irons in Bulgaria came into use around 1200 AD. They
are considered one of the usual High medieval finds, which continues to be used in the Ottoman
period and even today. They are believed to have been attached to the soles of “rough” shoes,
often interpreted as “military”. However, a careful examination of the contexts in which they
are found compels a vast revision of existing views.

It is noteworthy that heel irons were not found in cemeteries dating back to the 13th and 14th
c. The objects found in settlements are for the most part non-contextual finds, and as a rule,
they were unearthed in settlements that indeed existed in the Middle Ages but also continued
their life in the Ottoman era. The earliest of the few distinctly documented contexts containing
heel irons within settlements cannot be dated before the very end of the 14th or even rather the
first half of the 15th c.



On the other hand, heel irons are relatively common in cemeteries dating back to the Ottoman
period. The available data suggest that they are one of the objects that appeared in present-day
Bulgarian lands during the Ottoman conquest because of the widespread distribution — among
all strata of the population and not only the soldiers — of specific oriental shoes and boots: pabu¢
and ¢izme. The scarce archaeological evidence from other Balkan countries, 1. e. Greece or
Serbia, does not contradict this idea. Considering this, one would not be surprised to hear that
in Bulgarian the heel iron is called nanue (“nalche’), which is a direct borrowing of the Turkish
word nalca/na’lce.
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