PELLEH3MA

Ha NpeacTaBeHUTe TPYAOBE 33 y4acTMe B KOHKYPC 32 akageMnyHaTta aabxKHoct JOUEHT no
npodecnoHanHo HanpasaeHune 3.5. O6LWECTBEHM KOMYHMKALMN N MHOOPMALMOHHU HayKW,
obsaBeH ot CY ,,CB. KnumeHT Oxpuackm”

PeueHseHT: npod. AHTOHMIN Togopos Toaopos, A.n.H., HoB 6barapckn yHMBepcuTeT

Kanpgupartka: g-p Pannua LisetaHosa KoBayesa

l. 0606wWweHn gaHHM 32 KaHAMA[aTA

[-p Pannua KoBauyeBa e yTBbpAEHA KYPHAZIMCTKA, ONUTHA NpenogasaTesika U AoKa3aHa Beve
n3cneposaTtesika B o6n1actTa Ha obwecTBeHMTE KOMYHUKAUMK. TA U 3aBBbPLUMIA MArUCTbPCKa
nporpama no Te/IeBU3NOHHA N MEXAYHAPOAHA KYPHAZIMCTUKA, a cnel 0TBa e HaTpynana
3HAUMTENIEH XKYPHAZIMCTUYECKN oNKUT B bn Al TeneBmsuna, yHMBEPCUTETCKA Tenesmsna ,Anma
MaTep”, BHT n B Apyru meaumu.

Mpe3 2016 r. 3aWmTaBa yCnewHo gucepTauma 3a npucbkgaHe Ha OHC ,, noKkTop” c Tema
»LleHTbp u nepudepunsn 8 esponensnpanHute nybanuHm chepu. CpaBHUTENEH AaHANN3 HA
MeANMNHOTO OTpa3ABaHe Ha eBPONeNCKUTe Temu B Bbarapus n Benmkobputanua, despyapu-
toHn 2014 r. Uma Beye n boraTt npenoaasatenckn onut Ba CY ,,Ce. KnnmeHT Oxpnackn” B 8
YHUBEPCUTCKM Kypca, KaTo NOHACTOALWEM e U pPbKOBOAUTEN HA MarncTbpcKaTa nporpama
,MeXayHapoaHa KypHaanCTMKa“.

[O-p Panvua KoBayesa Mma 1 3HauuTeneH 6poi HayuHu Nyb6anKaumm, cpes KouTo ase
MoHorpadum (egHaTa No TemaTa Ha AOKTOpCTaTa i gocepTaums, Apyrarta, nocieaHo
nybavKyBaHa, e NpeAcTaBeHa U KaTo XabuanTauMoHeH Tpya), ABE rNaBu OT KONEKTUBHU KHUTH,
KaKTO M MHOXECTBO Hay4yHU CTaTUM.

Il. XapaKTepucTMKa Ha Hay4yHaTa NPoAyKuua

Mo KoHKypca 3a goueHT a-p Pannuya Kosayesa npeacrtass egHa moHorpadwusa (,HoBuHUTE OT
CBeTa. 3a CMMCbA U NON3UTE OT MeXAYHapPOoAHaTa KypHanuctmka“, YU ,Ce.KnumeHt
Oxpuackn®, 2020), ABe rNaBu OT KOJNIEKTUBHU KHUTU U 9 cTaTUK, NYyBIMKYBAHM B HAayYHU
N34aHUA, BKAOYUTENHO eNEKTPOHHN UM Ha aHIIMMCKN e3UK. BcnuKkn Tesm nybankaumm ca cneg
3alLmMTaTa Ha AOKTOpPCKaTa 1 gucepTtauma npes 2016 r. u ca B TEMaTUKKU, KOUTO HAAXBBPAAT
TemaTuKaTa Ha AoKTopaTa . [Mpnemam BCUYKKM Te3U NpeacTaBeHn nybanKaumm KaTto



CbOTBETCTBALLM HA M3UCKBAHUATA 32 KOHKypPCa 3a A0LUEHT. HaMa Aa peueH3npam BTopaTta
MOHoOrpausa, KOATO e Ha OCHOBaTa Ha 3allMTeHaTa AOKTOPCKa AncepTaums.

TemaTtukaTta Ha nyb6anKaunmTe Ha a-p Panuua KoBayeBa e e4HOBPEMEHHO LUMPOKA, HO U MHOTO
nocsiegoBaTe/IHA B NOJIETO HAa MeXKAYHApPOAHATA }KYPHAAUCTMKA. TemuTe, KOUTO TA U3CneaBa,
NMOKPUBAT HaM-aKTyaNHUTE BbNPOCU, KOUTO Ce ANCKYTMPAT B COLMANHUTE HAYKU, HO BEPOSITHO
OTOBa, KOETO Hali-CUJIHO A UHTepPecyBa M KOeTo AOHAKbAe 0606LaBa Te3m Temun e
,NOCTUCTMHATA". TO3M HOB TEPMMH, C KOATO 0603HaYaBame He NpocTo panwmduumpaHeTo nam
OTPUYAHETO Ha UCTUHATA, a NogMAHaTa Ha paKTUTe C emounuTe, 0606LW,aBa 40 ronama cteneH
W TaKMBA ABNEHUA, KOUTO Ca TEMU Ha U3cne[BaHMATA Ha A-p Pannua Kosayesa, Kato
XMbpuaHuTe BOMHKU, GanlimBmUTe HOBMHU MW COLMANHUTE MPEXKMN.

OcHOBEH TpyA, cpes NpeacTaBeHMTe B KOHKYpca e MoHorpauaTa ,,HoBmHUTe OT cBeTa. 3a
CMUCB/IA U NON3UTE OT MEXAYHAPOAHATA XKYPHAMCTUKA . 3arnaBMeTo Ha KHUra BOAM KbM efHa
€TMYecKa No CBOSTa CbLHOCT 33434a — Aa ce 060cHOBe HEOBXOAMMOCTTA OT MeXAyHapoaHaTa
YYPHANIUCTUKA, HO HE KaTo NPOTMBOMNO/IOXHA Ha ,BbTPELUHATA XypPHaAUCTMKa“. Hanpotus,
aBTOpPKaTa He MPOCTO OTCToABa COBCTBEHATA cM NpodecnoHanHa cneunanmnsauma, Ho HacTonABa,
ye KayecTBeHaTa XypHanucTuka npes XXI BeK e Beye MexAyHapoaHa, }KYPHANUCTUKA, KOATO
n36area 130610 pasrpaHNYaBaHETO HA BbTPELIHUTE OT MeXKAyHapoaHUTe Temu. N makap B
TOBa HaMepeHue 4a MMa o4YeBUAEH HOPMATUBEH NOAXOA, HAMUPAM TaKaBa Te3a 33 HaMbJ/IHO
onpaBgaHa MMEeHHO KaTo OCHOBHA TEMA Ha e4HO aKaAeMMYHO u3cneasaHe. Kakto e nsBecTHo,
aKaZeMWYyHUTE M3c/eaBaHMA HAacTOABAT 32 0OEKTUBHOCT, KOETO He M3K/OYBa B HUKAKbB C/ly4al
3aeMaHeTo Ha eTUYeCcKMn No3unumm, ocobeHo No BbNPOCK, KOMTO MU3IEXKAa He moraT Aa 6baat
TpPeTUMpaHu Hanb/HO 6e3npucTpacTHo. B cayyan c ocHoBHaTa Te3n Ha moHorpaduaTa ce
aprymeHTMpa eaHo BCe NoBeye AUCKYTUPAHO CbCTOAHME Ha YoBeLLKMTe 0bLLecTsa nog,
Bb34eMCTBMETO Ha rNobanm3auMOHHUTE NPOLLECH — 3a/IMYaBAHETO Ha rpaHMLaTa MexKay
,BbTPELWHO" 1 ,,BbHIWHO" (MeXayHapoaHo).

MoHorpaduaTa aHann3Mpa CUCTEMATUMYHO U NET NPUHLUMMNA Ha KaYeCTBEHATA KYPHANUCTUKA,
KaTo u3cneasa 3aabn604eHO, MaKap M NOHAKOra GpparMeHTapHO, BaXKHN CbOUTUA 1 MOMEHTH
Ha CbBpemeHHaTa Ny6IMYHOCT: POIATA Ha HaTMUCKa Ha MNOCTUCTMHATA, epeKTUTe OT ocTpaTa
NOAUTMYECKa NONAPM3aLMA, KpaltHoCTUTe B AebaTa 3a NONUTMKATA Ha UOAEHTUYHOCTH,
nony/iM3ma KaTo Beye KnacMyecKa akTya/sHa Tema, paswmnpaABaHeTo Ha NOAeTo Ha nponaraHaarta
3a CMeTKa Ha KypHanucTukata. Tesu net ¢pakTtopa BCbLIHOCT MmoraT Aa 6baaT 1 neT Kputepus 3a
KauyecTBeHaTa )KYPHa/IMCTUKA, KaKTO M OCHOBA 3a NpeAna3BaHeTo M306L0 Ha }KypHanMCTUKaTa
OT NponaraHaaTa (BK/AUYMTENHO ToNKoBa MogHMsA MP).

OcobeHo MHTepecHM 3a MeHe, KaTo NOIMTOJION, Ca PasaennTe 3a NOIUTUKUTE HA UAEHTUYHOCT,
ocobeHo okono aebata B bbarapma 3a MctaHbynckata KOHBeHLMA. ABTOpKaTa NOTBbPKAaBa
OCHOBHMTE 3aK/IlOMEHME U Ha APYrU n3cneaBaHna 3a ocobeHaTa posiAa B KaMMaHUATa NPOTUB
paTUOMUMPAHETO HAa KOHBEHLMATA €AHOBPEMEHHO OT CTPAHA HA NPOTECTAHTCKO-
dyHAameHTannCTkM Kpbrose ot CALLL n npaBocnaBHoO-pyHAAMEHTANIMCTKM Kpbroee oT Pycus,



KOMTO HamupaT B bbarapua goctatbyHo nocnegoBatenn. EQekTbT OT eAHOBPEMEHHO CbOUpaHe
B €4Ha KaMNaHMA Ha KPaMHU MAE0N0MNKN, NOAUTMYECKA NponaraHga M NOCTUCTUHA € B KpalHa
CMeTKa KaTacTpodasieH — KOHBEHUMATA He camo He e paTuduumpaHa, Ho U 0baBeHa 3a
npoTueopeYvaw,a Ha KoHcTutyumnaTa oT KOHCTUTYLUMOHHKMA cba. Taka bvarapma e anweHa ot
e[INH BaXKeH MeXAyHapoAeH UHCTPYMEHT 3a 60pba C HACUNMETO Haf, }KEHU.

MN30610 MoHOrpadusaTa NOKa3Ba, Ye CbCTOAHMETO Ha NYHAUYHOCTTA U B YaCTHOCT — KAYeCTBOTO
Ha KYPHaANCTMKaTa U Ha MeANnTe — MMa NPAKO Bb34ENCTBME BbPXY KAYECTBOTO Ha
AEMOKpaUMaTa, a B MO-LUMPOK N1aH — BbPXY YC/IOBUATA Ha KMBOT B 06LLEeCTBOTO. TaKa cTaBa
[lyMa He caMo 3a u3csegBaHe B 06/1acTTa Ha 06LeCcTBEHUTE KOMYHMKaLMK, a U B 061acTTa Ha
NoAIMTONOMMATA U coumonornaTa. Tasm MynTUAMCLUMNANHAPHOCT Ha NOAX0Aa € eAHO OT
[IOCTOMHCTBATa Ha pasrneskaaHata MoHorpapus.

B HAKo/IKO OT npeacTaBeHuTe nyb6ankauum a-p Panvua Kosayesa M3cnenBsa xapaktepa u
nocneauuuTe ot T. Hap. ,,XxMbpuaHu BoHN". HanctnHa, ToBa e Beye cTaHasna ocobeHo
pa3paboTBaHa Tema B aKageMUUYHUTE u3cneaBaHusa, ocobeHo B o6a1acTTa Ha HauMoHaNHaTa
curypHocr. MorneasbT Ha A-p Pannua KoBayeBa e pas/iMyeH, TO3M Ha KPUTepUUTE 3a KayecTBeHa
YypHanucTnka. ToBa i N03BONSABA A0CTaTb4HO 0BEKTMBHO, M HE TOJIKOBA Npe3 Npusmara Ha
3annaxuTe 3a HaluMOHaIHaTa CUrYPHOCT, KOIKOTO Npe3 Npu3mara Ha 3annaxuTe 3a 06LecTBoTo
N3061LLI0 1 KayecTBEHUTE KOMYHUKALMK B HEro, Aa U3c/eaBa No HOB HayMH Ta3uM Tema.

B npeactaBeHuTe nybanKaunm Ha Ta3m TEMA Ca NOAJIOKEHWN HA KOHTEHT-aHan3 688
nyb6avkaumm ot 188 meaumn, KOeTo e NoCTUXEeHMne camo no cebe c1 3a OTAE/NHO
n3cnefoBaTeNCKO ycunme, 6e3 NnomoLLTa Ha MHOrOBpPOEH eKUMN OT CbTPYAHULM. 3aKOYEHMETO,
ye NOHATMETO ,XMOPUAHM 3an1axmM”“ Halli-4ecTo camo ce croMeHaBa, 6e3 aa ce ob6cbKAa No
CbLLLECTBO, BOAM A0 U3BOAM, Ye meanmnTe B bbarapma geseptmpar KaTo akTbOpM 3a U3rparkgaHe
Ha rpa*kKA4aHCKa KOMMETEHTHOCT, TO/IKOBa HeO6X0AMMA 33 KAa4YeCTBOTO Ha AeMOKpauuaATa.

B cbLLOTO NoMe ca M TEeKCTOBETE, KOMTO Ce 3aHMMaBaT KOHKPETHO ¢ GaNlnBUTE HOBUHU U
0CcobeHO ponsTa Ha COLMANIHUTE MPEXKM B Ta3n Hacoka. [-p Panvua KosayeBa aprymeHTupa
pa3bupaHeTo cu, 4ye caMoTo NoHATHE ,GaNWNBU HOBUHWN, HANIOXKUNO CM HANOCNEAbK,
BCBLLHOCT OTBEXKAA KbM €4HO0 No3abpaBeHO, HO aAeKBATHO Ha Npobsiema NoHATME KaTo
»Ae3nHbopmauma“. PaboTaTa Bbpxy NOHATUATA € OCHOBEH e/1eMEeHT Ha U3c/ief0BaTe/IcKaTa
AEeWHOCT M TYK a-p Pannua KoBayesa ybegmTenHo oTcToABa CBOATa U3c/ieq0BaTescKa
KOMMETEHTHOCT. BbMNpoChT He e Aa ce Npueme egHa UAK Apyra AMCKYPCMBHA MOAa B
COLMANHUTE HAYKM, 3aLL0TO HAKOW HOBOKOHCTPYMPAHU NOHATUA NpeTeHAMpaT Aa ONUCBaT HOBMU
PeaNHOCTH, @ BCbLHOCT HE NpaBAT ToBa.



1l. OcHOBHM NMPUHOCU B Hay4YHaTa U npenoaaBate/iCKaTta AEﬁHOCT

B aBTOCNpaBKaTa Ha Hay4YHUTE NPUHOCKU Te ce 0606LLaBaT HaKpaa KaTo NeT OCHOBHM NPUHOCA,
HO BCBLLHOCT TOBa 0606LeHMe e NO-CKOPO CaMOOLLEHKA HA U3CNef0BaTeNICKUA NbT Aocera Ha
A-p Pannua Kosayera. C camaTa crnpaBKa NpUHOCUTE ca Aasnedye no-gobpe onncaHu v ru
npMemam KakTo cneasa:

1. AganTvpaHe KbM HOBW YC/IOBUSA Ha YTBbPAEHWN MOHATUA U TEOPUMN B U3CNeA0BaATE/ICKaTa
ob6nacr (,,Codeput Ha XanmH“, eTHOLEHTPM3BM, UHOOPMALMOHHWN LEHHOCTH).

2. UpeHTnduumpaHe, popmynnpaHe, aHaIn3 M apryMeHTUpPaHe Ha NeT peLlaBalum
daKTOpa 3a KAaYeCTBOTO Ha KYPHANMUCTUKATA: AMKTATA Ha NOCTUCTUHATA; NOAUTUYECKaTa
nonapusauma, NoAMTUKaTa Ha MAEHTUYHOCTTA, MOMNy/IM3Ma U nponaraHgata. CmaTtam ye
ToBa 0606uUlaBaHe Ha PpaKTOpUTE 3a KAaYeCTBEHa KYPHaIMCTUKA € BCbLLHOCT TEOPETUYEH
MmoJes, KOUTO MMa CUNHa 0BsAICHUTENHA CTOMHOCT U e e4UH OT Han-CbLLEeCTBEHUTE
N3cnenoBaTesICKM MPUHOCK B Tasn MOHorpadus.

3. CuctemaTuyeH aHanuM3 Ha Pas3/INYHOTO AeduHunpaHe (M pa3bmpaHe) Ha NOHATUETO
»XMbpnaHa BOMHa" B NONTUYECKUTE AOKYMEHTU Ha Bbarapma oT egHa cTpaHa v Ha EC u
HATO ot gpyra.

4. [OeduHMpaHETO KaTo Hal-CEPUO3HMAT Npobaem npes MeauuTe U XKYpPHaAUCTUKATA Ha
,HAaCTaHABAHETO HA COUMAHUTE MEANN KaTO OCHOBEH NOCPEAHUK MEXAY MeaANUTe n
nyb6amnkata“.

OnuTBLT 3a cUCTEMaTM3UPaHE Ha pycKaTa M Npo-pycKaTta nponaraHaa B bbarapus HECbMHEHO e
4acT OT U3cNeAoBaTe/ICKUTE YyCUAMA Ha A-p Panvua KosadyeBa, HO TOM AOMbABA Beye HaIMYHU
cuctemaTmsaumm B bbarapckaTta akagemudHa cpega. Ho n 6e3 ga ro umame npegsua,
ropenocoYeHnTe NPUHOCKM HECbMHEHO Pa3LLIMPABAT HALETO NO3HaHME 33 MeXAyHapoaHaTa
KYPHaANUCTMKa M MoraT Aa 6bA4aT noAnaraHyn Ha KPUTUYHO NPEOCMUCAHE OT APYru
nscnenosatenn. Koeto BCbLHOCT € M OCHOBHO KaYecTBO Ha BCAKO e4HO AEUCTBUTENHO Hay4HO
nscneasaHe. Tesn npuHocK 6e3 CbMHeHMe ca pe3ynTaT OT aBTOHOMHO Hay4yHM yCUIMe, KOETO He
M3KNIOYBA U NIOAOTBOPHOTO HAYYHO CbTPYAHMYECTBO C YTBbPAEHU B 061aCTTa Ha TeopuATa Ha
MeXAyHapoAHaTa }KYPHANUCTUKA MMeHa B 6b/irapckaTa akafeMmniYHO 06LLHOCT.

TyK we no6aBsA, KAaKTO ce M3MCKBA, M OLLEHKa Ha NpenogasaTeckaTa AeMHOCT Ha KaHANAATKaTa
MO KOHKypca. 3abenexXnTenHo e, Yye T4 BOAM He caMo 3 crneunanmsmpani AUCUMNANHN B
MarmcTbpcKa Nporpama no MeXKAyHapoAHa *KYPHaA/IMCTUKA, HO CbLLO M 06K Kypcose Nno
MeXAyHapoAHM OTHOLIEHME U CBETOBHA NOUTUKA B BaKanaBbpcKaTa cTeneH. ToBa cbyeTaHue
Ha ABeTe Hay4YHW 061aCTU — }KYPHAZIMCTUKATA U MEXAYHAPOAHUTE OTHOLIEHUA — € HECbMHEHO
MHOro 61aronpuATHO 3a Pa3BUMTUETO HA aKaZEMUYHA U3Cnea0BaTeIKa U NpenojasaTesika B
061acTTa Ha MeXAYHaPOAHATA XKYPHANUCTUKA.



(\VA beneXXKu n npenopbKu

0606ueHM 3a6eNeXKKM 1 NPenopbKM BbPXY eAHa Beye 3HaYUTeIHa HayuyHa NPOAYKLMA TPYAHO
ce popmynmnpat, 0OCBEH aKo He CTaBa BbMNPOC 3a o4eBMAHM clabocTh. TaknBa He CbM
KOHCTaTMpas, HO BEPOSATHO TOBA € M BbNPOC Ha MOBEYEe UAM MO-MaJKo 3a4b/160YEHO YeTeHe.

MosTa npenopbKa e No-CKopo NPUHLMIMHA, HE TO/IKOBa KPUTMKA, KONKOTO HacbpyeHue. CTaBa
BbMNPOC 3@ 0COOEHOTO BHMMaHME KbM rpaHuLLaTa MeXay akageMUyHoTO nuscaeaBaHe B
obnacTTa Ha couManHUTe Hayku 1 nybanumncTmkaTta. Mma aBTopum, KOUTO He NpaBAT TOBa
pa3rpaHuYyeHne 1M TOBa YCNOXKHABA paboTaTa Ha peueH3eHTuTe. [-p Pannua KoBaueBa AbpiKu
CMEeTKa 3a Tasu rpaHuLa 1 B peLeH3npaHnTe nybanKaumm He a8 npeMmnHaea. Ho npenopbKaTta
MW BMHaru fia cnassa TOBa pa3rpaHMyeHne e NPoBOKMPaHa OT CAaMOOLLEHKATa 3@ OCHOBHATa 1
MoHorpadus, ye ,u3cneaoBaTeicCKaTa AUCTAaHLMPAHOCT € 6alaHCMPAHA C XKYPHANUCTUYECKU
norne KbM akTyasiHUTe cbbutns”.

Hay4yHUAT CTUN M3NCKBA KOPEKTHa ynoTpeba Ha NOHATMATA, CNa3BaHe HA €4HO U CbLLO
aHAZIMTUYHO PaBHULLE B UANOTO M3CNeLBaHe, pa3rpaHMYaBaHe Ha apryMeHTU OT MPUMEPU U T.H.
Ho cbLo TaKa 1 Hali-Beye pa3bmnpaemocT Ha TEKCTA B Hay4YHaTa cpena, 3aWo0To He e
HeobXxo4MMO TEKCTLT Aa e pa3bupaem oT BCUYKMK. 3aTOBA U ,,CMpPeEMeXbm meKkcmvm 0a He
6v0e mebpde 0babe, @ memume 0a ce CMeHAM OUHAMUYHO — c80eobpaszeH Uu3caedo08amescKu
ekcriepumeHm 8 ,, Tyumwvp“ cmus, Kolimo e no-61u3bK 00 Haguuume 3a YyemeHe Ha maadume
xopa, popMupPaHU Mo-CKOPO 8 CoOUUanHUMe Meduu, OMKO/KOMO 8 yYuauuie” moxe ga bvae
OCTaBeH KaTo peKNaMHO CbobLeHMe, HO He M KaTo akaAeMMYHA CAaMOOLLEHKaA.

V. 3aknoueHue

B 3aK/t04eHME LWEe KarKa, Ye npeactaBeHuTe oT A-p Pannua KoBaveBa HayyHUM nyb6anKaumm,
BK/IKOYMTENIHO OCHOBHA MOHOrpaduma KaTto XabunmtaumMoHeH Tpya NpuTeXasaT HeobxoanmmTe
KauyecTBa 3a M3bopa i 3a ,,40UeHT” B cneumanHoctTa 3.5. O6LecTBEHM KOMYHMKAUUMK U
MHPOPMaLUMOHHM Hayku. CY ,,Ce. KnumeHT Oxpuackn” n Herosmat MK HeCbMHEHO Lwe
cneyenaT efHa KOMNETeHTHa U ¢ BbobpaykeHne xabunmtnupaHa npenogasarteska.
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npod. AHToHMI Toaopos, A.




English translation

REVIEW

of the submitted works for participation in a competition for the academic position of
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR in professional field 3.5. Public Communications and Information,
announced by Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”

Reviewer: prof. Antony Todorov, Dr.Hab., New Bulgarian University

Candidate: Ralitsa Kovacheva, Ph.D.

I Summary of the applicant

Dr. Ralitsa Kovacheva is an established journalist, experienced lecturer and already a proven
researcher in the field of public communications. She graduated with a master's degree in
television and international journalism, and since then has gained significant journalistic
experience in Bl Television, University Television “Alma Mater”, BNT and other media.

In 2016 she successfully defended a doctoral thesis with the topic “Centre and Periphery of the
Europeanised Public Spheres. Comparative analysis of the media coverage of European topics in
Bulgaria and the United Kingdom, February-June 2014 “. She already has extensive teaching
experience at Sofia University" St. Kliment Ohridski ”in 8 university courses, and is currently the
head of the master's program “International Journalism”.

Dr. Ralitsa Kovacheva has a significant number of scientific publications, including two
monographs (one on the topic of her doctoral dissertation, the other, last published, is
presented as a habilitation thesis), two chapters from collective books and many scientific
articles.

Il. Characteristics of the scientific production of the candidate

In the competition for associate professor Dr. Ralitsa Kovacheva presents a monograph (“News
from the world. On the meaning and benefits of international journalism”, St. Kliment Ohridski
Publishers, 2020), two chapters from collective books and 9 articles published in scientific
journals, including electronic or in English. All these publications are publishes after the defence
of her doctoral thesis in 2016 and are in topics that go beyond the subject of her doctorate. |
accept all these presented publications as meeting the requirements for the competition for



associate professor. | will not review the second monograph, which is based on the defended
doctoral thesis.

The topics of Dr. Ralitsa Kovacheva's publications are both broad and very consistent in the field
of international journalism. The topics she explores cover the most current issues discussed in
the social sciences, but probably what interests her most and that somewhat summarizes these
topics is “post-truth”. This new term, which refers not only to the falsification or denial of the
truth, but the replacement of facts with emotions, largely summarizes such phenomena that
are the subject of research by Dr. Ralitsa Kovacheva, such as hybrid wars, fake news or social
networks.

The main work among those presented in the competition is the monograph “News from the
world. On the meaning and benefits of international journalism”. The title of the book leads to
an essentially ethical task — to justify the need for international journalism, but not as opposed
to “domestic journalism”. On the contrary, the author not only defends her own professional
specialization, but insists that quality journalism in the 21st century is already international,
journalism that avoids distinguishing between domestic and international topics. And although
there is an obvious normative approach in this intention, | find such a thesis completely justified
as the main topic of an academic study. As it is well known, academic research insists on
objectivity, which in no way excludes taking ethical positions, especially on issues that do not
seem to be able to be treated completely impartially. In the case of the main thesis of the
monograph, an increasingly discussed state of human societies under the influence of
globalization processes is argued — the blurring of the line between “internal” and “external”
(international).

The monograph systematically analyzes five principles of quality journalism, thoroughly
examining, albeit sometimes fragmentarily, important events and moments of contemporary
publicity: the role of post-truth pressure, the effects of strident political polarization, extremes
in the debate on identity politics, populism as already a classic topical issue, the expansion of
the field of propaganda at the expense of journalism. These five factors can actually be five
criteria for quality journalism, as well as a basis for protecting journalism from propaganda in
general (including the so much fashionable PR).

Particularly interesting for me, as a political scientist, are the sections on identity policies,
especially around the debate in Bulgaria on the Istanbul Convention. The author confirms the
main conclusions of other studies on the special role in the campaign against the ratification of
the convention by both Protestant-fundamentalist circles from the USA and Orthodox-
fundamentalist circles from Russia, which find enough followers in Bulgaria. The effect of the
simultaneous gathering of extreme ideologies, political propaganda and post-truth in one
campaign is ultimately catastrophic — the convention has not only rejected, but also declared
unconstitutional by the Constitutional Court. Thus, Bulgaria is deprived of an important
international instrument for combating violence against women.



In general, the monograph shows that the state of the public, and in particular the quality of
journalism and the media, has a direct impact on the quality of democracy and, more broadly,
on the living conditions in society. This is not only a study in the field of public communications,
but also in the field of political science and sociology. This multidisciplinarity of the approach is
one of the merits of the reviewed monograph.

In several of the presented publications Dr. Ralitsa Kovacheva examines the nature and the
consequences of the so-called “hybrid wars”. Indeed, this has already become a particularly
developed topic in academic research, especially in the field of national security. Dr. Ralitsa
Kovacheva's view is different, that of the criteria for quality journalism. This allows her to
explore this topic in a new way objectively, and not so much through the prism of threats to
national security, but through the prism of threats to society in general and the quality of
communications in it.

In the presented publications on this topic, 688 publications from 188 media were subject to
content analysis, which is an achievement in itself for a separate research effort, without the
help of a large team of collaborators. The conclusion that the term “hybrid wars” is most often
only mentioned, without discussing its qualities, leads to the conclusion that the media in
Bulgaria are deserting as actors to build civic competence, so necessary for the quality of
democracy.

In the same field are the texts that deal specifically with fake news and especially the role of
social networks in this direction. Dr. Ralitsa Kovacheva argues that the very concept of “fake
news”, imposed recently, actually leads to a forgotten, but adequate to the problem concept
such as “disinformation”. The work on the concepts is a basic element of the research activity
and here Dr. Ralitsa Kovacheva credibly defends her research competence. The point is not to
accept one or another discursive fashion in the social sciences, because some newly
constructed concepts claim to describe new realities, when in fact they do not.

lll.  Major scientific contributions and teaching activity of the applicant

In the self-report of the scientific contributions, they are finally summarized as five main
contributions, but in fact this summary is rather a self-assessment of the research path so far of
Dr. Ralitsa Kovacheva. Within self-report, the contributions are far better described and | accept
them as follows:

1. Adaptation to new conditions of established concepts and theories in the research field
(Hallin's Sphere, ethnocentrism, information values).

2. Identification, formulation, analysis and argumentation of five decisive factors for the
quality of journalism: dictates of post-truth; political polarization, politics of identity,



populism and propaganda. | believe that this generalization of the factors for quality
journalism is in fact a theoretical model that has a strong explanatory value and is one
of the most significant research contributions in this monograph.

3. Systematic analysis of the different definition (and understanding) of the concept of
“hybrid war” in the political documents of Bulgaria on the one hand and the EU and
NATO on the other.

4. Defining as the most serious problem for the media and journalism the “placement of
social media as the main mediator between the media and the public”.

The attempt to systematize the Russian and pro-Russian propaganda in Bulgaria is undoubtedly
part of the research efforts of Dr. Ralitsa Kovacheva, but it complements the already existing
systematizations in the Bulgarian academic environment. But even without this, the above
contributions undoubtedly expand our knowledge of international journalism and may be
subject to critical rethinking by other researchers. Which, in fact, is the main quality of any real
scientific research. These contributions are undoubtedly the result of an autonomous scientific
effort, which does not exclude the fruitful scientific cooperation with established names in the
field of the theory of international journalism in the Bulgarian academic community.

Here | will add, as required, an assessment of the teaching activity of the candidate in the
competition. It is noteworthy that she leads not only 3 specialized disciplines in the master's
program in international journalism, but also general courses in international relations and
world politics in the bachelor's degree. This combination of the two scientific fields — journalism
and international relations — is certainly very favourable for the development of an academic
researcher and lecturer in the field of international journalism.

V. Notes and recommendations

Summarized remarks and recommendations on an already significant scientific output are
difficult to formulate, unless there are obvious weaknesses. | have not found any, but it is
probably a matter of more or less in-depth reading.

My recommendation is more basic, not so much criticism as encouragement. It is about paying
special attention to the line between academic research in the social sciences and journalism.
There are authors who do not make this distinction and this complicates the work of reviewers.
Dr. Ralitsa Kovacheva takes into account this limit and does not cross it in the academic
publications. But my recommendation to always respect this distinction is provoked by the self-
assessment of her main monograph that “research distance is balanced by a journalistic view of
current events.”



Scientific style requires the correct use of concepts, adherence to the same analytical level
throughout the study, distinguishing arguments from examples, etc. But also, above all,
intelligibility of the text in the scientific environment, because the text does not have to be

intelligible by everyone. That is why the claim that “the aim is not to make the text too long and

to change the topics dynamically - a kind of research experiment in ‘Twitter’ style, which is
closer to the reading habits of young people, formed on social media rather than in school”
could be left as an advertising message, but not as an academic self-assessment.

V. Conclusion

In conclusion, | will say that the scientific publications presented by Dr. Ralitsa Kovacheva,
including the main monograph as a habilitation thesis, have the necessary qualities for her
selection as an “associate professor” in the specialty 3.5. Public communications and
information sciences. Sofia university "St. Kliment Ohridski “and his Faculty on Journalism and
Mass Communication will undoubtedly win over a competent and lecturer.
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