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Ha Pextopa na CVY ,,CB. Kinument Oxpuacku’.

1. ChoTBeTCTBHE ¢ HOPMATHBHUTE JOKYMEHTH.

KoHkypchT 3a akagemMuuHaTa JUTBKHOCT ,npodecop™ mo CrenuanHa megaroruka 3a
Hyxaute Ha dakynTera mo Hayku 3a oOpa3zoBaHWeTO W M3KycTBara, Copuiick yHHUBEPCHUTET
,,CB. KitumenT Oxpuicku‘ e 3akoHHO 00sBeH B /B , Op. 74/ 21.08.2020 .

KonkypchT € 00siBeH U ce mpoBexaa MpH cra3BaHe Ha Bcuuku kiay3u oT 3PACPB u
[IpaBuiHKKa 3a HEroBOTO MpHIIOKeHHE. ToBa naBa mpaBo Ha Hay4yHOTO Xypu na mpoBene
OIICHSBaHETO Ha KaHaumata cbriacHo wi. 29 ot 3PACPB, wi. 60 ot [IpaBuiHHKa 32 HETOBOTO
MIpUJIaraHe W BETPEITHUTE MpaBUJa 3a pa3BUTHE Ha akajeMudaus cberaB Ha CY ,,Ce. KitmmeHT
Oxpuycku’.

B konkypca yuyacTBa camo emuH kaHaugaT — jpoim. A-p Hema 3matunoBa bankancka,
noHactosiiem npenogasaten B CY ,,Ce. K. Oxpuncku, @akynrer mo Hayku 3a 00pa3oBaHUETO
U u3KycTBata, Karenpa CrernuanHa menmaroruka u Jloromeaws. KaHmuoarsT € mpeacTaBmil

II'bJIHUA KOMIIJICKT OT HeO6XOI[I/IMI/I JAOKYMCHTHU 34 Ipoueaypara.

2. JlanHm 3a kaHaMaaTA.

Jlou. bankancka e 3aBbpuimiia BucuieTo cu oOpazoBanue npe3 1992r. B Coduiicku
yHHBepcuTeT B crenuanHoct CrnenuanHa neaarornka (CiyXoBo-pedeBa pexaOMIUTAIUS U
Jloronenus). Beanara cieq ToBa € Ha3HadeHa 3a CIyXoBO-pedeBH pexaduuratop B CYYVYC

,ipod.1-p Jedo [lenes* B rp. Codus u padotu Tam 10 M.sHyapu 1995r.

Hou.n-p Hena bankancka e npenogasaten B CVY ,,CB.Kn.Oxpuncku®, ®HOU B kaTenpara
no Crienmansa nenaroruka ot 1995r., korato € Ha3Hau€Ha Ha TPYJI0B JOTOBOP 3a aCUCTEHT. OT
M.peBpyapu 1997 no m. maii 2001r. e Ha ATHKHOCT CTapIIU ACUCTEHT, a CJeJ TOBa JI0 M. MapT
2010 r. — rmaBen acucteHT. MexayBpeMeHHO OT 1999 no 2002r. € IOKTOpaHT KbM ChIlaTa
KaTeapa U 3aluTaBa JOKTOPCKH TPyl Ha TeMa ,,] pamaTruecka KOMIIETEHTHOCT Ha TIIyXUTe Jlena

OT HaualHa yuywiniHa Bb3pact. Karo gouent no 1.2. Ilegaroruka (CnenuanHa neiaroruka) €



n30pana 1 HazHaueHa oT M.MapT 2010r. 1 U3MBJIHABA Ta3U JUIBKHOCT 0 HACTOSALINS MOMEHT.

MexnyBpemeHHo fou. banmkancka Haarpaxaa 3HaHUSATAa M YMEHUATA CH B Pa3IUYHU
KBTM(UKAIIMOHHU KypcoBe M 0OydeHus 1o aHriumiicku e3mk (2000-2001r.), mpakTuyuecku
yMeHus 3a pabota cbe cucremara PECS, 3a cienmanuct mo au3aiiH ¥ MpoBeXIaHe Ha OHJIAHH
oOydeHwue.

Hou. n-p Hena bankancka 3aeMa peauiia OTTOBOPHU U PbKOBOJIHU JUThKHOCTH. OT Kpast Ha
2018r. e pprOBOAMTEIN Ha Katenpa ,,Crnenuanna nenaroruka u Jloroneaus na ®HOU. Ot 2015
o 2019r. e 3amectHuk npencenaten Ha O6moro chbpanne Ha PHOU. OcobeHno 3Haunma €
JeiHOCTTa ¥ (BKJIFOUMTEIIHO U KaTO KpailHU MPOJIyKTH) KaTO pPbKOBOAMUTEN HA HAYUHU EKHUIIU:

- PBKOBOJMTEN Ha €Kuna 3a pa3paboTBaHe Ha Y4YE€OHMIM W Yy4eOHM TETpajKu I10
CHEIMATHUTE TIPEIMETH 32 YUCHUIIU C YBPEIICH CIyX;

- PBKOBOJUTENl Ha HAy4YHUS €KUIl 3a pa3paboTBaHe Ha ,,METOIUYECKO PBHKOBOJCTBO 3a
oOydeHue 1Mo OBIrapCKU JKECTOB €3UK B MpEAyYHJIMIIHA M HavajdHa Y4YWJIMIIHA BbB3pacT,
CBBP3aHO ChC CTPYKTYPUPAHETO U OpraHU3aIMsATa Ha IEHHOCTTA Ha EKUITUTE 3a pa3paboTBaHEe Ha
meronuku kbM JKE, mo crparernuecka uen 4.2. ,, BoBexnane Ha JXXE” u BBB BpbB3Ka C
,,/I3IIbIHEHNEe Ha IeWHOCTHUTE 1O IJIaHa 3a jAelicTBue Ha PenyOnuka bearapus 3a mpunarane Ha
KOHBEHIIMATA 3a IIpaBaTa Ha xopara ¢ yBpexxnanusi, MOH (2015-2020) .

[IpenogaBatenckara il 1eHHOCT € MIMpPOKa, HO Oa3upaHa Ha NPUAOOUTUTE KBATU(DUKALIUN U
KOMIIETEHTHOCTH Ha J101. bankaHcka. AyauTopHaTa il 3a€TOCT Ipe3 NOCIEAHUTE ST € 10CTa Haj
1000 yu. u. rogumno. [lou. bankancka e TuTynsp Ha Hajg 10 DUCHMIUIMHM Ha OBIATApCKU U
aHTTIUICKU e3uK B oOpa3oBaTeNHa cTeleH OakalaBbp U MarucThp Ha cnenuanHoct CrenuaaHa

neaaroruka 1 CriCuaJIHoOCT .HOFOHGI[I/UI.

3. Hay4Ho-u3cie10BaTe/IcKa JeHOCT HA KAaHAUAAaTa

[To naykomeTpuuHu noka3aresum joil. 1-p Hena bankancka mokpusa HeoOxoaumus Opoit
TOYKH 1O BCUYKU IOKAa3aTeNH, KaTo OOMHUAT UM Opoil HaaxBBpis ¢ 8§95,5T. MUHUMAIIHUTE
HAI[MOHATTHU M3WCKBaHUS MPEABUACHU 3a 3a€MaHe Ha aKaJeMHYHATa JUTBXKHOCT ,,lipodecop’
(peanuu:1445,5t. xbM HeoOxomuMm MuHUMYM: 5501.). To3u dakT, KakTO ¥ ISUIOCTHATA
myOJIMKalMOHHA IEWHOCT Ha KaHJUAaTa U3BBH YCIOBHITA HA KOHKYpCa € aTecTaT 3a Cepuo3Ha
Y UHTEH3WBHA Hay4YHa JIEUHOCT.

Hayunara npoaykums Ha non.a-p Hena bankancka BkirouBa o6wo 68 nybauxayuu, ot
KouTo 3/ ca npedcmasenu 3a peyenzupare 3a NEINTE HA HACTOSIINSA KOHKYpC. Te3u myOnuKkauu
ca HalpaBeHU CJIe]] IoJy4yaBaHe Ha aKaJleMUYHAaTa JUIbKHOCT ,,JJOLUEHT * ¥ U3LSUI0 ca Mo mudbpa
Ha 00siBeHHsT KOHKYpC. OT Tx 2 moHorpaduu (1 camocrostenna u 1 B ¢cbaBTOPCTBO), | CTYaHs B
ChaBTOPCTBO, 5 CAMOCTOSATENIHU CTATUM B HAYYHU CIICaHUsl, 6 CAMOCTOSITETHU U 2 B ChbaBTOPCTBO

CTaTHH B Hay4yHH cOOpHUIH, |1 ydyeOHHMIM, METOAMYECKH PHKOBOACTBA M yueOHU momarana (10



B CBaBTOPCTBO W 1 camocTosiTencH). 3a MyOJUKAlMMUTe B ChaBTOPCTBO Ca MPUIIOKCHU
pa3AeTUTeTHA TPOTOKOIIH.

CrnenuamHo BHUMaHHWE 3aciayxaBa MoHorpadusita ,,MeronbT MoHTEcOpH U
npuodIIaBamaTa o6pa3oBaTejHa Cpela- HAYYHU MOJIOKEHUsI, TePANeBTHYHU TeXHUKH U
ChbBpPeMEHHH TEepPCNeKTHBH,,, NpEJCTaBeHa KaTo OCHOBeH xaOwmutanmonen tpya (HTI).
O0eMbT OT 232 CTpPaHUIM € W3IBJIHEH ChC 3HAYUMO ChIbpPKAHUE, KOCTO HaJCKaya 4YacTHUS
cllydail ¥ C TIoJUepTaHaTa MOJIE3HOCT Ha MPEIUIOKEHUTE 00pa30BaTeIHH IMOAXOIM B IMOJ3a Ha
pa3nIUYHU TPYIU Jiena B o0mooOpa3oBaTeliHa W CICIHMATHO OpraHW3MpaHa ydeOHa cpena, e
HocuTen Ha pumocodusara Ha mpuodiaBamoTo odpazoBanue. [IppHOCHH MOMEHTH B Hes ca: 1.
00OCHOBAHUSAT Tapalie]l MeX/ly MPHOOIIABAIOTO 00pa30BaHUe U MPUHIMIIUTE HA MOHTEeCOpH-
Me/IaroruKara, 2. HayYHO-TPAKTUYECKUTE MOIXOH B Pa3IuuHU chepH Ha Pa3BUTHE TPEIIIOKEHH
3a Jena cbe crenuannu obpasosarennu norpednoctu (COII), 3. HOBATOPCKHUTE MOAXOIU B
e3rKoBara Tepanusa u odydyenue Ha fena cbe COIl, 0a3upanu BbpXy pa3paboTeHa OT KaHAMIaTa
METO/IMKA 32 €3MKOBa TePaIus U U3CIIe/IBaHE Ha IPUIIOKCHHUETO U MPH JIeraTa ¢ HapyIIeH CIyX.

[IpencraBenata MoHorpadus € JOTHYHO TPOMBIDKCHHE HAa YCTOWYMBHTEC HAYYHO-
U3CJIeI0BaTeICKUTEe MHTEpecH Ha KaHauaaTa. Te MoraT /1a ce pasriiexk1aT B HAKOJIKO 00JIacTH,
B ChOTBETCTBHE C MPHUHOCHUS UM XapaKTep.

Oonacr 1: E3ukoBo-roBopHO 00yueHHE, TepaIus U JUArHOCTHKA Ha Jiella ChC CICIUATHA
00pa3oBaTeTHU MOTPEOHOCTH U B YACTHOCT JIella C HApYIIEH CIyX

B Ta3u obnact Ha 6a3zara Ha 3a1bJI00UYEHU NMPOYUYBAHUS HA €3WKOBATa TepaIus Ha Jierara ¢
HapyuieH ciyx B MuHanoto (HT8; HT20):

e Ccc Ch3/IaBaT M TpelaraT HOBM METOJMKH M TPOIEAYypU 3a OIICHKAa W pPa3BUTHE Ha
YETHBHUTE YMCHHs Ha ydeHunute ¢ HapymieH ciayXx (HT12) u moarpymara Ha yYeHHIIUTE C
koxsieapHa umrutanrtarms (HT19);

e I3BBPIIBAT CE U3CIICIABAHMS U € apoOHpaHa METOJIMKA 33 TUAarHOCTUKA U O0YUYCHHE 110
rpaMaTHKa 3a jena ¢ Hapyes ciyx (HT13, HT15, HT16, HT18);

® Ch3J1aJICHA € METOIMKA 32 00yUEHHE U Ca MPE/JIOKEHU U BhBEJICHU B IIPAKTHKATa yUeOHU
rmomMaraja 3a 0Oy4eHHETO IO MPOU3HOIICHUE W PAa3BUTHE HAa PeyTa Ha Jiella C HapYIICH CIyX
(HT22, HT23, HT24, HT25, HT26, HT 27, HT 28, HT 29, HT 30, HT31);

® Ch3/1aJICH € HHCTPYMEHT 3a JHAarHOCTHKA Ha €3MKOBaTa U KOMYHHUKAaTHBHATA (QYHKIIMS Ha
nema cbe COIT (HT9, HT21), kakTo W mporeaypH 3a OICHSIBaHE Ha CliyXxoBaTa (YHKIHS U
PECIIEKTHBHO M3MOJI3BaHE Ha MOAXOISIIM 3ByKoycuiBaium cpencrsa (HT2, HT21);

® aHAJIM3UPAT CE€ TEOPETHYHUTE MPEIUMCTBA U MPAKTUYECKOTO TMPHIOKEHHE Ha

aNTepHATUBHU cpesicTBa U popmu 3a komyHukarwst ( HT5, HT11, HT17, HT21)

O6nacr 2: [TpuobmiaBaio oOpa3oBaHue U pecypcHo noamnomarase Ha aenata csc COIl



B ny6mukarmuure ot tasu obdmact (HT1, HT2, HT3, HT4, HT5, HT6, HT11, HT12) ce
MIPEICTaBAT MOJIETH 32 YCIEIlIHAa WHTErpaus He caMo BbB (PU3UYECKU IUIaH, HO U B COLIMAJICH U
aKajieMuueH. AKaJeMHUYHOTO MproOIaBaHe ce Impejjiara ia ce ONTUMHU3HpPa Ype3 aJanTUpaHe Ha
oOpa3oBaTenHaTa cpeja U CTHJIAa Ha IpenojaBaHe, 4ype3 GopMu Ha JudepeHIpaHo ooydueHue B
paMKHTE Ha KJ1aca WU TpymaTa, Ype3 OTUYMTAHEe Ha BOJCIINS CTHJI Ha yU€HE, Ype3 BbBEXK/IaHEe Ha
MaHyanHu Gpopmu Ha komyHuKanus. [lou.n-p Hena bankancka Hamupa ycrnenrHo npusaoKeHue Ha
cHenu(pUYHU CTIeUaTHO-TIEAArOrnYeCcKy CTPATEru U MOAXOAU B MPUOOIICHUTE IETCKU TPYIIH,
M3THKBANKHU MOJI3UTE OT TSX 32 BCHUKU YYACTHUIIH.

O6nact 3: PanHo Bp3aeiicTBHE U paboTa ¢ poautenute Ha aenara cbe COIL

Upes nmyonukaruure ot oomact 3 (HT1, HT2, HT14, HT17):

e ce aKIEHTHpa BHPXY paboTrara chc cemelicTBara Ha aenara cbc COIl u Heobxomumoctra
Ha paHHaTa MHTEPBEHIIUS,

e IpaBU ce KiacuUKalusg Ha POAUTEICKOTO OTHOLIEHHWE KbM ChbBMECTHA TepareBTHYHA
JEHHOCT U ce JaBaT MPaKTUYECKU HACOKU HA CIICIIMATUCTHTE,

e IpaBU C€ aHAJIM3 Ha HArJacuTe W OTHOUICHHETO Ha POAUTENUTE KbM KOXJieapHaTa
MMIUIAHTAllMA Ha Jerara UM, KakTO M KbM H3II0JI3BAaHETO Ha AITEpHATHBHH CpPEJCTBA 3a
KOMYHUKAIUS TIPU JIeTaTa cie/l onepamusTa, KOUTO ca ChIIECTBEHHU 3a (JOpMHUpaHe M KOPEKIUs
Ha IM0/IX0/1a Ha CTIIEHUAINCTA TP OOIIyBaHE C POAUTEIIHTE.

Obnact 4: OnTUMHU3MpaHe Ha cpejiaTa BbB BUCHIMTE YUe€OHHU 3aBeJIeHHs C 11eJ OTIOBapsiHe
Ha notpedHOocTUTe Ha cTyAeHTH cbe COIL. B myOnukanuure Ha tasu tema (HT7, HT8) ce mpasu
TICHXOJIOTO-TIeIarOruyecka Xapakrepuctuka Ha rpynute cryneHTH cbe COIl m ce nmaBar
MPAaKTUYECKH HACOKH 3a aJalnTHPaHe Ha MPEToIaBaTeNICKUs MOIX0, KOUTO MOTAaT Jia TIOCITyKaT
3a CTaHAapTH B Ta3u cdepa.

Hayuno-u3cnenoBarenckarta A€WHOCT HAa KaHAWJATa BKJIOYBA M y4acTHETO W B 8
HaIMOHATHY 1poekTa oT 2011T. 10 HACTOAIIMS MOMEHT B KaUYeCTBOTO Ha E€KCIIEPT, EKCIEPT IO
CrienmanHa meIaroruka U CIiyXoBO-pedeBa pexaOuiaHTaius, o0ydnuTell, aBTOp Ha METOJMYECKU
PBKOBOJICTBA, ToMarajia u yudeOHur. CaMoCTOsATETHO U B ChaBTOPCTBO 1011, bankaHcka € aBTop
Ha 10 yueOHU mocoOust (KHUTH 3a yUUTeNs, YIeOHUIM U y4eOHU TETPaKH), KOUTO Ca BbBEACHU
B yueOHaTa MpaKTHKa 3a Jera ¢ HapymieH cayx. Unen e Ha Cpro3a Ha ydeHuTe B bouarapus,
ydacTtBa B pabotHu rpymu kbM MOH 3a ch3naBane Ha 3akoH 3a bearapckust ®KecToB €3WK, Ha
y4eOHHM mporpaMu W ydeOHunU. PereH3eHT € Ha 4 KHWTU. Y4YacTBa B PEAKOJIETUUTE Ha 2
MEPUONYHN HAYYHU U3IAHUS.

bubauorpadgcekure uuTHpanus Ha nmyOnaukanuuTe Ha aou.a-p bamkancka ca o6mo 63,
KOETO € JO0Ka3aTeJICTBO 3a aBTOPUTETHOCTTa Ha aBTOpa, KakTO W 32 3aabJI00YEHOCTTA,

HOBATOPCTBOTO U NMPUHOCA HA MyOJIMKAIIUUTE.



4. IIpenogaBareicKa JeHHOCT

Hou. bankaHcka € yHUBEpCUTETCKU MpernoaaBatTes ¢ 25 roauiieH ctax. Tutynsap e Ha 13
3aIBJDKUTENIHA U U30upaeMu y4eOHU TUCHUIUIMHU U y4acTBa B OOYYEHHETO Ha CTYJIEHTH B
penoBHa u 3amo4Ha (opma, B OakalaBbpPCKM M MAarucTbpcku mporpamu mno ChnenmanHa
negaroruka M 110 HOI‘OHGI{I/IH. PTJKOBOI[I/ITGJI € Ha [ObpiXaBHaAa IIpaKTUKa Ha CTYACHTHUTC.
OcpbliecTBsBa HAyYHO PBKOBOJCTBO Ha § JOKTOPAHTH, OT KOMUTO 3 ca YCHEIIHO 3allUTUIH
JNOKTOpcKa creneH. HaOmionenuara MM TOKa3BaT, upe3 CBOATA AHTAXHPAHOCT B
mpernoiaBaTenickaTa cu paboTa M MpakTHYECKaTa HACOYSHOCT Ha 3aHATHATA J0L. bankaHcka
3HAYUTETHO MMOBHUILIABA MOTUBALIMATA HA CTYICHTUTE 3a peaiu3anus B oonactra Ha CrieruanHara

nneJgaroruka.

3aki0ueHne

JInuHMTE MM BIEYATJIEHHS, NOJKPENEHH OT H3JI0KEHUTEe (AKTU U MPUIIOKEHUTE
JI0Ka3aTelIcTBa KbM TX ca, ye 1o1l. 1-p Hena bankancka e munep B Hay4yHara, npenojaBaresickara
U TpWIOXKHATa O0JIaCT HE caMO Ha CHelMa]HaTa Iearoruka, HO M Ha IMPHOOILABAIIOTO
oOpa3oBaHme.

Crnen karto ce 3aro3Hax 3a/{bJ1004€HO C HAyYHUTE TPYJOBE, KAKTO U C BCUUYKHU IPEJCTABEHU
JOKYMEHTH KaTeropuyHO MOJKPEIsIM U NMPenopbyBaM Ha yBa)KaeMOTO >Kypu U300pa Ha JOL.JI-p
Hena 3narunoBa bBankancka 3a ,,npodecop” mo Hampasienue 1.2. IMeparoruka (CrermanHa

nenaroruka) kbM ®HOU nHa Coduiicku ynusepcuret ,,CB. K. Oxpuncku‘

24.11.2020 M3roTBmi cTaHOBUILIETO:

Jou. n-p Anna TpomeBa — AceHoBa



STANDPOINT
By assoc. prof. Anna Konstantinova Trosheva-Asenova, PhD
On the teaching and research activity
Of assoc. prof. Neda Zlatinova Balkanska, PhD
Candidate for the academic position of “professor”

at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” in the field of higher education: 1.
Pedagogical sciences 1.2. Pedagogics (Special Education)

This standpoint is presented in accordance with order Ne PJ1 38-475/2.10.2020 of the Sofia
University "St. Kliment Ohridski" rector.

1. Compliance with the regulatory documents

The competition for the academic position “Professor” in Special Education for the needs
of the Faculty of The Educational Sciences and Arts to Sofia University “St. K1. Ohridski” was
legally announced in the National Gazette No 74/ 21 on august 2020.

The competition was announced and is conducted in compliance with all the clauses of the
Law on Academic Composition Development in the Republic of Bulgaria (LACDRB) and the
Statute of its implementation. This allows the Scientific Jury to conduct an assessment of the
candidate in accordance with Art. 29 of the LACDRB and Art. 60 of the Statute of the
implementation of this law and the internal rules for development of the academic staff of Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski

Only one candidate participates in the contest — assoc. prof. Neda Zlatinova Balkanska,
who currently teaches at Sofia University “St. Kl. Ohridski” in the department of Special
Education and Speech Therapy to the Faculty of The Educational Sciences and Arts. The

candidate has presented the full package of necessary documents for the purpose.

2. Candidate information

Assoc. Prof. Balkanska graduated in 1992 at Sofia University in Special Education
(Speech-hearing therapy and Speech therapy). Soon after that she was appointed as a speech-
hearing therapist at the Special school for students with hearing impairment "Prof. Dr. Decho

Denev" in Sofia. She worked there until January 1995.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Neda Balkanska is a lecturer at Sofia University "St. KI. Ohridski", FNOI in the
Department of Special Education since 1995, when she was employed as an assistant. From February
1997 to May 2001 she was a senior assistant. After that she was a head assistant until March 2010.
Meanwhile, from 1999 to 2002 she was a doctoral student at the same department and defended a
doctoral thesis on "Grammatical competence of deaf children of primary school age.” In March
2010 she was selected and appointed an associate professor of 1.2. Pedagogycs (Special
Education) and holds this position to date.

Meanwhile, Assoc. Prof. Balkanska improved her knowledge and skills in various

qualification courses and trainings. She became more fluent in English. She also got certificates



for working with the PECS system and became a certified specialist in design and conducting
online training.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Neda Balkanska holds a number of responsible and managerial positions.
Since the end of 2018 she is the head of the Department of Special Education and Speech Therapy
at FNOI. From 2015 to 2019 she was the Deputy Chairman of the General Assembly of FNOI.
Her activity as a leader of scientific teams and as final results is especially significant in several
areas:

- team leader for the writing of textbooks and student books on special subjects for students
with hearing impairments;

- Head of the research team for the development of "Methodical guide for training in
Bulgarian Sign Language in preschool and primary school age”, related to the structuring and
organization of the activities of the teams for development of methodologies for Sign Language,
in accordance with strategic goal 4.2. “Introduction of Sign Language” and to “Implementation
of the activities under the Action Plan of the Republic of Bulgaria for implementation of the
Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities, ministry of Education and Science (2015-
2020)”.

Her teaching activity is wide, yet it is still based on the acquired qualifications and
competencies of Assoc. Prof. Balkanska. Her classroom employment in the last 5 years is well
over 1000 students hours per year. Assoc. Prof. Balkanska is a holder of over 10 disciplines in
Bulgarian and English with a bachelor's and master's degree in Special Education and Speech
Therapy.

3. Scientific Research Activity of the candidate

According to scientometric indicators, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Neda Balkanska covers the
required number of points for all indicators, as their total number exceeds the required national
minimum for holding the academic position of "professor” by 895.5 points. (real: 1445.5 points
to the required minimum: 550 points). All this, as well as the overall publication activity of the
candidate outside the conditions of the competition is a proof for serious and intensive scientific
activity.

So far, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Neda Balkanska has a total of 68 publications. 31 of them are
submitted for review for the purposes of this competition. These publications were made after she
received the academic position of "Associate Professor” and are entirely under the code of the
announced competition. Of these 2 are monographs (1 independent and 1 co-authored), 1 study is
co-authored, 5 are independent articles in scientific journals, 6 are independent and 2 are co-
authored articles in scientific journals, 11 are textbooks, methodological manuals and teaching
aids (10 co-authored and 1 independent). Separation protocols are attached to co-authored

publications.



The monograph “The Montessori Method and the Inclusive Educational Environment
- Scientific Situations, Therapeutic Techniques and Contemporary Perspectives” deserves
special attention and is presented as a major habilitation thesis (HT1). The volume of 232 pages
is filled with significant content that goes beyond the individual case. It also emphasizes the
usefulness of the proposed educational approaches for the benefit of different groups of children
in mainstream schools specially organized learning environment. The book is a true example of
the philosophy of inclusive education. The book is contributing in: 1. the substantiated parallel
between inclusive education and the principles of Montessori pedagogy, 2. scientific and practical
approaches in various fields of development proposed for children with special educational needs
(SEN), 3. innovative approaches in language therapy and training of children with SEN, based on
a methodology developed by the candidate for language therapy and research of its application in
children with hearing impairment.

This monograph is a logical continuation of the sustainable research interests of the
candidate. They can be considered in several areas, according to their contributory nature.

Area 1: Speech-language Therapy, Education and Diagnostics of children with special
educational needs and in particular children with hearing impairment

In this area, based on in-depth studies of language therapy of children with hearing
impairments in the past (HT8; HT20):

e new methodologies and procedures are created and proposed for assessment and
development of reading skills of students with hearing impairment (HT12) and the
subgroup of students with cochlear implants (HT19);

e research is performed and a methodology for diagnosis and grammar training for children
with hearing impairment is tested (HT13, HT15, HT16, HT18);

e a training methodology has been developed and textbooks for the pronunciation and
speech development training of children with hearing impairments (HT22, HT23, HT24,
HT25, HT26, HT 27, HT 28, HT 29, HT 30) have been proposed and introduced in
practice. , HT31);

¢ atool for diagnostics of the language and communication function of children with SEN
(HT9, HT21) has been created, as well as procedures for assessment of the hearing
function and respectively use of appropriate sound amplifiers (HT2, HT21);

e the theoretical advantages and the practical application of alternative means and forms of
communication are analyzed (HT5, HT11, HT17, HT21)

Area 2: Inclusive Education and resource support for children with SEN

The publications in this field (HT1, HT2, HT3, HT4, HT5, HT6, HT11, HT12) present
models for successful integration not only physically, but also socially and academically.
Academic inclusion is proposed to be optimized by adapting the educational environment and

teaching style, by forms of differentiated learning within the class or group, by taking into account



the leading learning style and by introducing manual forms of communication. Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Neda Balkanska finds successful application of specific special pedagogical strategies and
approaches in the included children's groups, emphasising their benefits for all participants.
Area 3: Early intervention and work with parents of children with SEN
Through the publications from area 3 (HT1, HT2, HT14, HT17):

e emphasis is placed on working with the families of children with SEN and the need for
early intervention,

e a classification of the parental attitude to joint therapeutic activity is made and practical
guidelines are given to the specialists,

e an analysis of the attitudes of parents towards Cochlear Implantation of their children is
made, as well as of the use of Alternative Communication in children after surgery. Both
are essential for the formation and correction of the specialist's approach to communication
with parents.

Area 4: Optimizing the environment in higher education institutions in order to meet the
needs of students with SEN. The publications on this topic (HT7, HT8) make a psychological and
pedagogical description of the groups of students with SEN and give practical guidelines for
adapting the teaching approach, which can serve as standards in this field.

The research activity of the candidate includes her participation in 8 national projects since
2011 to date in the capacity of expert, expert in Special Education and Hearing and Speech
Rehabilitation, trainer, author of methodological manuals, manuals and textbooks. Independently
and in co-authorship, Assoc. Prof. Balkanska is the author of 10 textbooks (books for teachers,
textbooks and studentbooks), which are introduced in the teaching practice for children with
hearing impairments. She is a member of the Union of Scientists in Bulgaria. She also participates
in working groups at the Ministry of Education and Science for the creation of a Law on the
Bulgarian Sign Language, curricula and textbooks. She is a reviewer of 4 books and she also
participates in the editorial boards of 2 periodicals.

The bibliographic citations of the publications of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Balkanska are 63 in
total, which is a proof of the author's influence, as well as of the depth, innovation and contribution

of the publications.

4. Teaching activity

Assoc. Prof. Balkanska is a university lecturer with 25 years of experience. She has 13
compulsory and elective courses and participates in the training of students in full-time and part-
time form in bachelor's and master's programs in Special Education and Speech Thrapy. She is
the head of the state practice of the students. She provided scientific guidance to 8 doctoral
students, 3 of whom have successfully defended their doctoral degrees. My observations show
that through her commitment to teaching and the practical orientation of her classes, Assoc. Prof.



Balkanska significantly increases the motivation of students for realization in the field of Special
Pedagogy.

Conclusion

My personal impressions, supported by the presented facts and the attached evidence to
them, are that Assoc. Prof. Dr. Neda Balkanska is a leader in the scientific, teaching and applied
field not only of Special Education, but also of Inclusive Education.

After getting acquainted in detail with the scientific papers submitted, as well as all the other
submitted documents, | support and recommend to the esteemed jury awarding assoc. prof. Neda
Zlatinova Balkanska the academic position “professor” in a professional field 1.2. Pedagogy
(Special Education) at the Faculty of Educational Studies and Arts of Sofia University “St.
Kliment Ohridski”.

24.11.2020 The standpoint was prepared by:

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Anna Trosheva - Assenova



