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The dissertation work has been discussed and directed for defense by the departmental
council of the Department of Didactics at the Faculty of Pedagogy at Sofia University "St.
Kliment Ohridski", held on 10.02.2026. All requirements of the Law on the Promotion of
Academic and Research Activities of the Republic of Bulgaria for opening a procedure for
official defense have been met and the necessary documentation for assessing the dissertation,
abstract, appendix, publications and contributions has been presented.

The description of the formal parameters of the dissertation work fully meets the
necessary requirements for the ONS "Doctor". It covers 197 pages, and in terms of structure it
includes an introduction, two chapters, a conclusion, a bibliography /113 sources/ and 10
appendices. As an additional appendix, a teaching aid “Philosophy of Patriotism” has been
developed.

Scientific assessment of the achievements in the dissertation work

The work is dedicated to a significant problem of the spiritual and personal formation
of the personality in the process of training in optional and profiled training in the high school
stage of education. The philosophical and pedagogical foundations of patriotism as a value
and the possibilities for its purposeful formation through the educational process in the final
stage of school education are studied.

The choice of the scientific problem is convincingly justified in accordance with the
conditions of globalization, cultural mobility and value pluralism, the issues related to
national identity and patriotism, which acquire particular importance in modern education.
The need to rethink traditional forms of patriotic education and to search for new pedagogical
models that combine valu e depth, critical thinking and personal commitment of students is
emphasized. The preparation and deep commitment of the doctoral student have reflected on
the research concept, the chosen methodology, research approach, research methodology and
interpretation of the issue.

The chronological framework of the work is located within the optimal parameters of
three years with the empirical research conducted in the period 2023-2025.



The introductory part defines the goal, tasks, object, subject and methodology of the
comprehensiv and empirical research in the dissertation work. They are clearly well
formulated and implemented. The object of the dissertation research is the optional elective
preparation in philosophy at school on an interdisciplinary basis, and its subject — the needs of
students and their attitude towards participation in a course on "Philosophy of Patriotism" for
the formation of national belonging and identity.

The specific didactic goal of developing and preparing a curriculum for an optional
course on “Philosophy of Patriotism” for high school (VIII-XII) grades, based on the
interdisciplinary synergistic approach and its formative possibilities to be verified through
empirical research and testing, has also been achieved. To achieve this goal, adequate diverse
research tasks have been formulated, which have been successfully and fully implemented at
a theoretical and empirical level. On their basis, important scientific contributions are derived.

The empirical study covers a large sample of students from the secondary school stage
of education - a total of over a thousand students from grades VIII - XII. 715 were surveyed
about their attitudes towards the topic of patriotism and 358 students participated in the
approbation of topics from the educational content. 16 pedagogical specialists were included
in the expert assessment and survey for teachers. The main sources of empirical data are
surveys of students and teachers, expert assessments and surveys on the results of pedagogical
approbation of the developed educational content of the Course "Philosophy of Patriotism".

The empirical data collected includes both quantitative indicators and qualitative
observations related to the emotional engagement, activity and motivation of the participants
during the approbation. The empirical base allows for a comparative analysis between
different age groups, schools and between the opinions of students and teachers. In this way, a
reliable basis is provided for drawing generalizations and formulating scientifically
substantiated conclusions.

The results of the empirical study confirm the existence of a social and educational
need to integrate patriotic content into philosophy education. The obtained data serve as an
empirical basis for the development and testing of topics of the “Philosophy of Patriotism”
course. Two research conceptual models for a “Philosophy of Patriotism” course have been
developed — functional and substantive.

The model was tested, the results of which strongly support its necessity and
effectiveness. The high levels of positive responses on all indicators confirm the research
hypothesis that the integration of philosophical themes, patriotic content and open
pedagogical methods related to emotional impact creates a favorable environment for the
formation of national identity and value orientation in students. The approbation serves as
empirical evidence for the applicability and sustainability of the proposed course in a real
school environment. This leads to convincing evidence of the usefulness of the model.

The results of the survey show a high degree of cognitive, emotional and behavioral
engagement of students. The data support the thesis that the integration of philosophical and
patriotic themes, combined with active learning methods, creates a favorable environment for
the formation of national identity and patriotic attitudes.



The conclusions naturally follow from the concept and testing of the educational
model. The developed and tested course "Philosophy of Patriotism", together with the
proposed teaching aid, are a successful attempt at practical application of the theoretical
premises of the study. The results obtained from the testing in a real school environment
confirm that the use of interdisciplinary, experiential and project-oriented methods contributes
to increasing the interest, active participation and value commitment of students.

The dissertation contributes not only to the theoretical clarification of the
philosophical foundations of patriotism, but also to expanding the practical possibilities of
philosophical education in Bulgarian schools. The proposed training model creates
prerequisites for a sustainable and conscious formation of national belonging, based on
critical thinking, cultural memory and moral responsibility, and can serve as a basis for future
research and educational practices in the field of values and civic education.

Assessment of scientific contributions
The scientific contributions of the study are adequately and correctly stated:

1. A systematic theoretical analysis of the philosophical, pedagogical and socio-
psychological views on patriotism, national identity and belonging has been
carried out, justifying the need for their purposeful formation within the
framework of philosophical education at the high school level.

2. The deficit of systematic and conceptual presence of patriotism and national
identity in the current curriculum in philosophy and civic education is revealed,
and the untapped possibilities of the interdisciplinary approach in school practice
are outlined.

3. An original research conceptual model has been developed for the formation of
national belonging and identity through a course called "Philosophy of Patriotism",
which integrates philosophical, historical, cultural, literary, scientific and sports
dimensions of patriotism.

4. A curriculum has been created for an optional and profiled course "Philosophy of
Patriotism" for students in grades VI11-XII, consistent with the regulatory
framework of Bulgarian education and the age and cognitive characteristics of the
students.

5. A teaching aid "Philosophy of Patriotism" has been developed as an independent
educational resource, testing topics from the course content in a real school
environment and proving their pedagogical effectiveness through an analysis of
feedback from students, teachers and external experts.

6. It has been empirically established that the use of open and project-oriented
methods in philosophy education contributes to the sustainable and conscious
formation of patriotism, based not on declarative messages, but on personal
experience, emotional experience and value reflection.

7. The possibilities of philosophy education in optional and profiled preparation for
education in values, in particular for building national identity and civic
engagement in young people, have been proven. This enriches the pedagogy of
philosophy education and school didactics with opportunities for innovation in
educational content, forms and methods of education.

Assessment of the abstract and publications on the dissertation work



The abstract corresponds to the content of the dissertation text and presents the content
and main achievements in it adequately, comprehensively and in a correct manner

A total of five publications on the topic of the dissertation work have been made,
which present significant parts of the dissertation research. They were printed in scientific
collections, journals and yearbooks of various universities in our country in 2024-2025.

Questions and recommendations

A general recommendation can be made for further research into the issues involved,
taking into account the dynamics of processes in the spiritual value sphere and the identity
crisis in our country.

The significant issue of upbringing and formation of the personality in school
education is of interest, as the reflection and projections of the course on "Philosophy of
Patriotism" on further career and value development in the periods of the life cycle and the
choice of a field are traced.

Conclusion

With full conviction, | propose to the members of the esteemed scientific jury to vote
positively for awarding the scientific and educational degree "Doctor" to the doctoral student
VICTORIA ANDREEVA TSONEVA in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical
Sciences, PROFESSIONAL DIRECTION: 1.3. PEDAGOGY OF TEACHING IN
PHILOSOPHY.
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