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 The documentation submitted as part of the defense procedure for the dissertation of 

Victoria Andreeva Tsoneva confirms compliance with the regulatory requirements governing 

the procedures for the award of the academic and scientific degree of “Doctor.” 

 The dissertation unfolds as a conceptually comprehensive and methodologically 

consistent research framework, within which the theoretical, empirical, and applied aspects are 

integrated into a unified synergistic model of pedagogical understanding. Its underlying logic 

is based on the understanding of the educational process as an open and dynamically self-

organizing system in which knowledge, values, and personal experience mutually condition 

one another and function in conditions of continuous interaction. 

 The study confirms the understanding that patriotism and national identity cannot be 

conceived as predefined or normatively fixed categories, but manifest as processual structures 

formed within the tension between cultural tradition, social environment, and individual 

reflection. Their essence is revealed precisely in the educational context, where they are 

transformed from abstract concepts into a lived and conscious value orientation. 

 Empirical verification of the developed model reveals a high degree of correspondence 

between theoretical assumptions and actual pedagogical outcomes. The data clearly indicate 

that students demonstrate significant sensitivity to issues of identity and belonging, and that this 

interest manifests itself regardless of their academic track. This confirms the universal nature 

of identity issues in adolescence and their inherent pedagogical relevance. 

 The pilot procedures reveal that when philosophical concepts are situated in an 

interdisciplinary context and linked to culturally, historically, and contemporarily significant 

figures and events, a powerful mechanism of cognitive and emotional engagement is activated. 

Learning ceases to be a reproduction of abstract knowledge and becomes a process of personal 

experience, in which students not only acquire content but interpret it through their own value-

based perspective. 

 An analysis of the results obtained leads to the key conclusion that experiential 

learning and project-based learning play a pivotal role in transforming the educational 

environment into a space for reflective and meaning-making activity. These approaches create 

the conditions for a transition from passive knowledge acquisition to active meaning-making, 

in which learners establish themselves as active and reflective agents of their own knowledge. 

As a result, sustainable competencies are formed, related to analytical thinking, synthesizing 

information, and the value-based interpretation of social reality. 

 A comparative analysis of student and teacher attitudes reveals a high degree of 

agreement regarding the importance of fostering patriotism, while simultaneously highlighting 
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differences in perceptions of its organizational and methodological implementation. Students 

show a preference for interactive forms and methods of instruction based on active 

participation, emotional engagement, and personal experience of knowledge. For their part, 

teachers emphasize the need for systematicity, consistency, and institutional sustainability in 

the educational process. It is precisely at the intersection of these two perspectives that the need 

for the development of an integrative pedagogical model emerges–one capable of combining 

the structured nature of educational organization with openness to innovative, dialogic, and 

student-centered approaches to education.  

 The results of the empirical study confirm that integrating philosophical content 

through interdisciplinary connections and culturally relevant examples has a significant impact 

on increasing students’ motivation, cognitive engagement, and reflection on values. It has been 

established that such an approach stimulates a deeper understanding of the educational content 

and creates conditions for active personal participation in the educational process. Particularly 

significant is the effect on the formation of identity, which does not manifest as formal or 

declarative self-awareness, but as an internally meaningful sense of belonging, built through 

participation, dialogue, and interpretive interaction with the cultural and social context.  

 The conclusion is substantiated that philosophical education possesses a specific 

potential to function as a mediator between the cognitive and axiological dimensions of 

learning. Through it, conditions are created for transforming the educational process into a 

synergistic space in which knowledge transcends the boundaries of purely informative content 

and is established as a value-laden experience. In this context, values are formed not as abstract 

normative constructs, but as a conscious personal attitude toward the world, the cultural 

environment, and the community, built through reflection, dialogue, and active participation in 

the process of cognition. 

 The overall research logic shows that the proposed pedagogical concept not only 

confirms the validity of the theoretical premises identified but also demonstrates its practical 

sustainability and effectiveness in a real school setting. The results of the study attest to the 

possibility of successfully adapting the theoretical model to contemporary educational practices 

without losing its conceptual integrity and value orientation. In this way, the dissertation 

establishes itself as an integrative model that unites philosophical reflection, pedagogical 

practice, and the processes of value formation into a unified, dynamically developing 

educational system based on the interaction between knowledge, personal development, and 

social engagement. 
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 The concluding assessment of the dissertation clearly highlights its contributory 

nature, which unfolds simultaneously at the theoretical, methodological, empirical, and applied 

levels, constructing a comprehensive conceptual framework for understanding patriotism as an 

educational-philosophical phenomenon. 

 At the theoretical level, this study reinterprets patriotism beyond its traditional 

descriptive and emotionally declarative interpretations, representing it as a complex value 

structure in which philosophical, pedagogical, socio-psychological, and cultural dimensions 

intertwine. In this way, the fragmentary nature of existing interpretations is overcome, and an 

integrative conceptual model is introduced that places national identity within the realm of 

reflective philosophical thought rather than in the sphere of ideological representation. 

 A significant contribution is also made by revealing a systemic deficit in the 

curriculum for philosophy and civic education regarding the purposeful and conceptual 

understanding of patriotism. The study argues that national identity is present in a fragmentary 

and implicit manner but is not conceptually structured as an educational goal, leading to a 

disconnect between the potential of academic disciplines and their actual educational function. 

This finding has clear diagnostic value and outlines a new field for pedagogical development. 

 At the methodological level, the contribution lies in the creation of a synergistic and 

interdisciplinary teaching model that integrates philosophical theories, cultural symbols, 

historical figures, and contemporary examples into a unified educational system. This model 

overcomes the traditional linearity of teaching and introduces a dynamic learning structure 

based on the interaction between knowledge, experience, and value reflection. In this way, a 

new type of pedagogical architecture is created, in which learning functions as an open system 

for meaning-making. 

 The empirical contribution of the study lies in the large-scale survey and pedagogical 

testing, which provide a reliable database for analyzing the attitudes of students and teachers. 

The results show a high degree of alignment between educational needs and the proposed 

model, confirming its relevance and applicability. Of particular significance is the finding that 

interest in patriotism is not limited to specialized students but is universal within the high school 

setting, which lends the study broad educational validity. 

 At the practical level, this contribution takes the form of a comprehensive educational 

product comprising a curriculum, a textbook, and a mini-encyclopedia. These components do 

not function in isolation but as an interconnected system that ensures the sustainability and 

flexibility of the learning process. Of particular significance is the mini-encyclopedia, which 

introduces a new model of open educational resources, allowing students to expand and 
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supplement the content, thereby transforming the student from a passive recipient into an active 

co-author of knowledge. 

 The empirically established effectiveness of the developed course, as evidenced by 

pilot testing and feedback from participants, confirms its educational and value-forming 

potential. The data clearly show that the integration of philosophical content with 

interdisciplinary teaching methods and experiential learning leads to increased motivation, 

emotional engagement, and a deeper understanding of national identity. 

 In this sense, the dissertation research is not only descriptive and analytical but also 

transformative in nature. It proposes a model that reframes the understanding of the role of 

philosophical education–from the transmission of abstract knowledge to the development of a 

value-oriented personality capable of conceiving of oneself as part of a historical, cultural, and 

spiritual community. 

The contribution of this study lies in the creation of a new conceptual and applied model 

for the educational development of patriotism and national identity, which combines 

philosophical depth, pedagogical applicability, and empirical validity. This model opens up 

prospects for future research and practices aimed at integrating values education into the 

contemporary school system as a sustainable and dynamic process of personal and cultural 

development. 

Viktoria Andreeva Tsoneva is the author of three independent scholarly publications 

and two co-authored publications that are thematically related to her dissertation research. 

These scholarly contributions are directly linked to the subject matter of the dissertation and 

reflect consistency in her research endeavors. The presented publication activity fully satisfies 

the requirements of the minimum national criteria, as stipulated in the Law on the Development 

of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, for the award of the educational and scientific 

degree of “Doctor.” 

Looking ahead, it is recommended that Viktoria Andreeva Tsoneva expand her research 

program and increase the tempo of her her publication activity. It is particularly important for 

her to work toward establishing her international recognition through publications in renowned 

scientific journals indexed in citation and referencing systems, possessing an impact factor (IF) 

in the Web of Science database and a Scopus Journal Rank (SJR) in SCOPUS. 

The dissertation titled “The Formation of National Belonging and Identity in a School 

Course on ‘The Philosophy of Patriotism’ for Elective and Specialized Education in Grades 8–

12,” developed in the field of higher education 1. Educational Sciences, professional field 1.3. 

Pedagogy of Teaching…, is distinguished by its high scientific focus, the relevance of the 



6 

 

subject matter, and its significant contribution to society and education. The study offers an in-

depth theoretical analysis of key concepts related to the formation of national identity and 

belonging, skillfully integrating philosophical, pedagogical, and methodological approaches 

into a comprehensive research model. The author convincingly outlines the place and role of 

the “Philosophy of Patriotism” course in the context of specialized and elective education, 

proposing a conceptually sound and practically applicable model for work in the school 

environment. Particularly valuable are the scientific and applied results presented, which reveal 

the study’s potential to assist educators in shaping students’ value orientations and in 

developing a sustainable understanding of national identity within contemporary educational 

conditions. The work is characterized by methodological consistency, sound research 

approaches, and a clearly structured logic of presentation, which guarantees its scientific 

reliability and practical significance. 

Based on the arguments set forth above, I believe that the dissertation under 

consideration fully meets the requirements for works of this nature; therefore, I propose that the 

distinguished academic jury award the academic and scientific degree of “Doctor” to Victoria 

Andreeva Tsoneva. 

 

May 25, 2026                        Prepared by:  

                                     Prof. Nikolay Tsankov, D.Sc. 

 


