
REVIEW

by Prof. Natalia Ivanova Vitanova, member of the scientific jury of the University

of Shumen ,,Konstantin Preslavski", on a dissertation for the acquisition of the

scientific and educational degree ,,doctor" in the field of higher education 1.

Pedagogical Sciences, professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of education in ...

(Methodology of education in philosophical disciplines), developed by Victoria

Andreeva Tsoneva on the topic: ,,Formation of national belonging and identity in a

school course on ,,Philosophy of Patriotism" for optional and profiled training in

grades VIII-XII"

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA ABOUT THE DOCTORAL STUDENT

Victoria Andreeva Tsoneva was bom in 1976 in the city of Ruse. She

completed her secondary education at the Mathematical High School ,,Baba

Tonka" - Ruse. She has a Master's degree in Law from the University of Ruse

,,Angel Kanchev". During the period 2004 - 2005 she studied at the University of

Regensburg - Germany, majoring in German. In 2023 she graduated from the

Master's program ,,Modern Educational Technologies" at Sofia University

,,Kliment Ohridski". Since 2023 she has been a doctoral student at the Faculty of

Pedagogy, Sofia University ,,Kliment Ohridski". She began her professional career

in 2005 as a training and development specialist at Praktiker OOD. In 2013 she

became Deputy Manager at Praktiker OOD. From 2015 to 2023 she worked at

Aiko Multi Concept OOD as a training and development specialist. From 2023 to

the present, she is a teacher of philosophy and civic education at the Henry Ford

Polyechnic School in Sofia. Basic teacher at the Faculty of Pedagogy of Sofia

University ,,Kliment Ohridski" and coordinator of the ,,Success for You" project



under the ,,Education" program - 2021 - 2027. She is fluent in German and

English. All this is a prerequisite for her scientific awareness.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS AND CONTENT OF THE

DTSSERTATION

The dissertation is presented in total by 200 pages, of which the main text -
141 pages (7 pages of literature) and 52 pages of appendices. It is structured

according to the canons of academic architectonics: introduction, fwo chapters,

conclusion, literature and appendices.

The introduction presents the author's reasons for choosing the dissertation

topic and its relevance. It includes in a compressed form the main ideas related to

the formation of national belonging and identity in school education. An organic

part of the inhoduction are the research methodology and expected results. It

logically presents the object, subject, purpose of the study and the main tasks. In

general, the introduction introduces what is to come in the dissertation research.

The first chapter is dedicated to patriotism and national identity as a

cognitive and educational paradigm. It presents patriotism and national identity in

an interdisciplinary and global context, as well as the research conceptual model

for a course on ,,Philosophy of Patriotism".

The second chapter presents an experimental study related to the formation

of patriotism and national identify in specialized and optional training in

philosophy and civic education at school. The research tools are indicated, the

analysis of the results is presented, as well as the curriculum of a course on

,,Philosophy of Patriotism" and some topics from the textbook ,,Philosophy of

Patriotism".

RELEVANCE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROBLEM



The topic of the dissertation research is relevant and significant. It is located

in a complex interdisciplinary field between philosophy, pedagogy and social

sciences and reflects the contemporary search for a balance between national

cultural belonging and universal value standards. It is also relevant in the context

of contemporary transformations in educational systems and value orientations of

society. In the conditions of globalization, intensive mobility of people, widespread

digitalization, including digitalization of communication, increasing cultural

hybridization, the problem of identity acquires particular significance.

Globalization processes and the Internet hide risks related to the formation of

national identity. Globalization can lead to the erasure of local traditions and

customs, to the imposition of "mass culture" (often Westem), to the weakening of

the sense of belonging to the nation. The Intemet can lead to the loss of culfural

uniqueness, the spread of global models of behavior and language (for example:

Anglicisms), the creation of a "virtual identity" that displaces the national one.

These processes enhance the formation of virtual and supranational identities,

which sometimes displace or blur national cultural self-identification. Today, a

person can have a dual or multiple identity - national and global, but the balance

related to the preservation of traditions and openness to the world is important.

Historical memory has a key role in forming and maintaining national identity, as

it creates a sense of belonging, builds common values, strengthens national self-

awareness and transmits traditions between generations. The topic is significant

because it meets contemporary educational priorities, affects important social

processes (identify, globalization, values) and offers a pedagogical model for value

formation. From the point of view of educational policy, a balance is sought

between national cultural identity and the processes of European and global

integration. This makes the topic relevant not only for pedagogical science, but

also for contemporary social and culfural discourses.



SCIENTIFIC AWARENESS OF THE DOCTORAL STUDENT

The author knows the literature on the topic very well. His theoretical

reasoning is the result of a study of 127 sources (on paper and digital media), of

which 108 are in Cyrillic, 19 in Latin, 14 regulatory documents. Victoria Tsoneva

knows the Bulgarian scientific literature very well, and this enables the author to

sufficiently correctly substantiate and argue his main theses. The propositions that

are advocated are both classical and from the latest publications after 2000. This

representative scientific argumentation of the text wins the trust of the user of this

type of information and supports the conclusions in the dissertation.

CONCEPTUALITY, EVIDENCE AND PRACTICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF

THE DEVELOPMENT

The dissertation is a comprehensive and complete author's research, in

which new accents are placed on the issue under consideration. The author defends

his position in a reasoned and consistent manner, presenting it in a clear and

convincing manner. The development is distinguished by in-depth analyses, well-

founded evaluative conclusions and original modem interpretations, supported by a

purposeful scientific approach and precise style of presentation. The work is of a

high scientific and professional level and testifies to detailed knowledge of the

various aspects of the researched topic. The practical significance of the

development is great. After adaptation, it can be successfully used in other areas of

scientific knowledge.

OBJECT, SUBJECT, AIMS, TASK, METHODS AND HYPOTHESES OF

THE RESEARCH



o

a

In the introduction, the object and subject are not precisely defined and need

to be redefined.

The hypothesis should be defined as an implicit judgment; the second

sentence in it is a task. The hypothesis derived in the empirical study also

needs to be redefined.

The methods used to implement the tasks and the aim correspond to the

nature of the study. Systematization, generalization, conceptualization of the

relationship society-value-personality, approbation and feedback are not

research methods.

a

RESEARCH DESIGN

An experimental study was conducted during the period 2022-2025, which

was carried out in two stages. Two target $oups were identified - students and

teachers. The total number of persons participating in the experimental study was

731. Of these, 715 were students and 16 were teachers. The gender of the

respondents, as well as the age, experience and educational level of the teachers,

were not specified. Interesting correlations would probably emerge. The empirical

study did not identiff a subject, goal, tasks, criteria and indicators (which should

be different from those ofthe overall study). The research toolkit was constructed

for the purposes of the study: a student questionnaire, a teacher questionnaire, a

feedback questionnaire, an expert assessment card. The data from the empirical

study are presented correctly. The results are visualized in tables and diagrams.

Regarding the conclusions - they are substantively correct and stem from the

results of the study, they are not trivial and banal. A curriculum, a teaching aid

"Philosophy of Patriotism" and a mini-encyclopedia "Philosophy of Patriotism" are

proposed, which are author's developments and can be verified in practice.



CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE DISSERTATION

A comprehensive theoretical and applied model for the formation of national

belonging and identity in school education has been developed. A systematic

analysis of the philosophical, pedagogical and socio-psychological foundations has

been made and the significance of patriotism as an educational value has been

substantiated, its deficit in the current educational content has been revealed, as

well as the need for a broader interdisciplinary approach. Based on an original

conceptual model, a curriculum, a specialized teaching aid "Philosophy of

Patriotism" and a mini-encyclopedia have been developed. An empirical

approbation has been made, which proves the pedagogical effectiveness of the

developed content.

ASSESSMENT OF SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS

The scientific self-assessment of the contributions adequately reflects the

achievements.

NOTES AND QUESTIONS ON THE DISSERTATION

PUBLICATIONS ON THE DISSERTATION AND ABSTRACT

Viktoria Tsoneva's publications are subordinate to the topic. The list

includes a total of5 publications (1 in print), ofwhich 3 are independent and 2 are

co-authored with V. Veselinov. All publications are in Bulgarian. They have been

published in a scientific joumal, yearbook and collections.

The abstract projects the content of the dissertation and follows its logic,

objectively reflects the theoretical, research and practical aspects of the problem.



. In terms of content, the dissertation work is very well balanced

(theoreticaUexperimental part).

o The language and style are precise, consistent with science, the dissertation

is readable.

. A quality text is presented with the possibility of practical application in

school education.

o I share a large part ofthe ideas in the dissertation, which are derived on the

basis of a critical analysis of the facts.

r At the beginning of chapter two, the subject, goals, objectives, and speciflc

methods used to implement the empirical study should be described.

. The conclusions drawn after each question in the empirical study make a

very good impression.

r An unconventional approach was used in developing the student

questionnaire - the sociodemographic and contextual indicators are derived

at the end (usually they are at the beginning).

o The presented curriculum is very well argued and conceptually justified. It is

innovative and realistic, it can be successfully verified in practice. The mini-

encyclopedia too.

. Appendices 8 to 1l have great practical value.

o On page 30 it says, "(...) the Aprilov Gymnasium was established by Vasil

Aprilov, (...). This information is not very accurate. V. Aprilov, with the

help of Nikolay Palauzov and other donors, founded the Gabrovo School

(the first New Bulgarian secular school). Later, the Gabrovo School grew

into the Aprilov Gymnasium, which exists to this day.



. The text would improve its quality if parasitic words were avoided

(undoubtedly, in this line of thought, however, especially indicative, etc.),

which do not carry information, but only "burden" the text.

The notes made do not reduce the overall high assessment of the text of the

dissertation work, but aim to support the further intention of Victoria Tsoneva's

work.

QUESTIONS: 1.) What philosophical and pedagogical grounds lie behind

the formation of national identity in school? 2.) How are universal values and

national value orientations balanced in the curriculum?

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POPULARIZATION OF THE RESULTS

In connection with the popularization and dissemination of the results, it is

recommended that they be published in the form of an independent monograph.

CONCLUSIONS

o In terms of its structure and content, in terms of its conceptual design,

scientific breadth and depth, the work of Viktoria Andreeva Tsoneva is an

independent and original scientific work.

o The results achieved in the dissertation research can be considered scientific

contributions of the candidate.

. The foundation of the substantiated conclusions and conclusions are the

results of the research, which are inherently reliable and relevant.

r The dissertation work meets the technical standards for the formation of this

type of scientific work.

Overall, the dissertation meets the requirements for this type of research. It

defends the criteria for heuristic significance, for structure, for scope capacity,



allows for the derivation of assertions, has intemal coordination and is balanced in

the sequences.

The candidate meets the minimum national requirements for the scientific

and educational degree ,,doctor". I have no doubt of plagiarism in the scientific

work and publications. Based on the demonstrated qualities and skills, the proven

scientific contributions and original achievements, I give my positive assessmenl

ofthe conducted research, presented by the above-reviewed dissertation, abstract,

achieved results and contributions, and I propose to the esteemed scientific jury to

award the educational and scientific degree ,,doctor" to Viktoriya Andreeva

Tsoneva in the field of higher education: l. Pedagogical Sciences, professional

field 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching in ... (Methodology of teaching in philosophical

disciplines).
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