
OPINION 

 

of Prof. Iliya G. Iliev from the Institute for Historical Research of the Bulgarian Academy of 

Sciences on the dissertation work for awarding the educational and scientific degree "doctor" 

to Beloslava Plamenova Vachkovska, a full-time doctoral student at the Faculty of History of 

Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" - scientific supervisor Prof. Dr. Miliyana 

Kaimakamova, on the topic "Bulgarian court culture during the reign of Ivan Alexander 

(1331–1371) - an attempt at characterization" 

 

Beloslava Vachkovska studied history at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" and 

graduated as a bachelor in 2017. She then prepared and in 2020 successfully defended a 

master's thesis on the topic "The preaching activity of the Franciscans in the context of the 

overthrow of Emperor Frederick II" at the Ludwig-Maximilians University in Munich. From 

2022 to 2026, she is a full-time doctoral student at the Faculty of History of Sofia University 

in the professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology, doctoral program "History of Bulgaria 

- History of Medieval Bulgaria". Under the scientific supervision of Prof. Dr. Miliyana 

Kaimakamova, she is developing the topic "Bulgarian court culture during the reign of Ivan 

Alexander (1331–1371) - an attempt at characterization". 

Beloslava Vachkovska's dissertation is 325 pages long. It includes an introduction, 

four chapters and a conclusion within 256 pages, followed by a bibliography, a list of 

abbreviations used and illustrative material (located in four appendices), covering the 

remaining approximately 70 pages. 

The first part of the introduction defines the objectives of the study, which can be 

summarized in the effort to present a more complete picture of the palace culture during the 

time of Tsar Ivan Alexander, by summarizing and supplementing the many studies on this 

topic that have become a fact in recent decades. The methods by which the author intends to 

fulfill the tasks she has set herself are completely acceptable and have obviously been 

crowned with success, which is evident from her composition. The work has a decidedly 

interdisciplinary character and is a good certificate of the candidate's preparation, and the 

abundant literature used, included in the list at the end, is evidence of her completely 

satisfactory awareness of the problems of the research topic under consideration. 



The first three chapters of the dissertation are logically devoted to the palace as an 

architectural facility, as a place for holding various ceremonies significant for the state, and as 

a place where the everyday life of the Bulgarian royal family and its cronies took place. The 

fourth chapter of the presentation is dedicated to “Palace Culture in the Light of Education, 

Literature and Art”. Here the author examines the role of education and upbringing (in the 

most general sense of this concept) as important formative elements of palace culture. A 

separate paragraph examines “Palace Literature and Its Significance for the Development of 

the Ruler’s Ideology”. At this point I expected to see a similar paragraph, also dedicated to art 

as a powerful means of various types of influence, but there is none. On the other hand, in 

many places throughout the text of the dissertation, the author uses monuments of mural 

painting and miniature as sources in support of the theses she has put forward. It seems to me 

that summarizing this material in one paragraph would have a significant contribution to the 

structure of the dissertation work. And this, in my opinion, would justify the presence of the 

concept of “art” in the title of chapter four. Overall, my impression of the study under 

consideration is very positive. The text is intelligently and competently written, the parallels 

with the foreign reality of that era (mainly Byzantine) are completely appropriate, and the use 

of numerous archaeological, art and literary studies shows that the voluminous list of 

literature used was indeed used in the course of the study. 

All these important qualities of Beloslava Vachkovska's dissertation work make it 

almost pointless to add that it also meets the formal requirements for participation in a 

procedure for defending a dissertation work for the acquisition of the educational and 

scientific degree "doctor". I have no doubt that she deserves this degree and I will vote 

positively for it to be awarded to her by the relevant scientific council of Sofia University. 

 

Sofia, May 15, 2026       Prof. Iliya G. Iliev 

                                                                                            

 

 


