OPINION
by
Assoc. Prof. Zhivko Angelov Lefterov, PhD
Institute for Historical Studies — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, habilitated in
professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology (History of Bulgaria)
on
awarding the educational and scientific degree of PhD in professional field 2.2.
History and Archaeology to Yasen Todorov Tordorov with the dissertation
,, 1 he Balkan Wars through the eyes of the non-party daily press*

The presented dissertation work of Yasen Todorov Todorov is 473 pages long
and has the following structure: Introduction, five chapters and conclusion. The text
is accompanied by: Sources and literature and Notes at the end. The doctoral student
has also presented an Abstract of 29 pages long, which corresponds to the content of

the dissertation.

Significance of the problem studied from the point of view of science and
applied science

Undoubtedly, the topic of the wars of national liberation and unification is one
of the most developed in modern Bulgarian historiography. However, there continue
to be various aspects of their history that have not been sufficiently studied. The peer-
reviewed study is also dedicated to one of them. Namely, the coverage of the war in
the non-partisan press of the Kingdom of Bulgaria, with a focus primarily on the
newspaper ,,Utro“. As the doctoral student writes, his goal is to reveal to what extent
the military conflict is ,,used by the ruling and opposition for narrow-party goals* and
to what extent they put the national interest above their own. A question that is
somehow still relevant today, especially given the current international situation. In
this regard, he poses another pressing problem. The role of the media in forming
public opinion, in this case for the period 1912 — 1913, but undoubtedly still acute

today when covering events laden with emotions and human suffering. The choice of



the newspaper ,,Utro* is not accidental, since, in the words of Yasen Todorov, it will
become the ,.future media hegemon* in the Kingdom of Bulgaria. In this regard, the
question of the interrelationship of the non-partisan press and its flourishing in the
interwar period and its activity during the wars as a corrective to the party headlines
logically arises.

It should be especially noted that the interest and work with newspapers as a
specific source of knowledge only expands and enriches historical knowledge.
Moreover, at the beginning of the 20th century they were a dominant source of
information. For the successful realization of the goals set by the doctoral student, it
is undoubtedly necessary to resort to the help of several scientific fields, which makes
the research interdisciplinary. All this is perhaps its most significant advantage, which
truly distinguishes the presented doctoral thesis.

The goals and tasks stated in this way are logically justified and significant
from a scientific and applied science point of view. The selected chronological

boundaries are well-argued and correspond to the specifics of the topic.

Justification of the purposes and tasks in the dissertation

Already in the introduction of the presented dissertation, the most significant
research questions arising from the disclosure of the importance of the press are
correctly stated. Undoubtedly, this is also the leading thread throughout the text.

An important element of the goals and tasks that Yasen Todorov sets for
himself is the projection and reminiscence of the correspondence and materials on the
national self-consciousness, cultural identity and the propaganda theses related to
them.

Yasen Todorov undoubtedly makes his own original contribution through a
more specific view, in an attempt to convey in total the general atmosphere and moods
among Bulgarian society at that time, marked by unprecedented emotions of the

national spirit in a long-awaited conflict.

Consistency between the methodology and research methods selected and

the purpose and tasks set out in the dissertation



The chosen problem-chronological approach and historical-interpretive
method, accompanied by the method of critical analysis, correspond to the
characteristic features of the topic. For this reason, the research methodology
corresponds to the goals and objectives set in the introduction and ultimately leads to
their successful implementation.

An additional positive quality is the disclosure of the broader context in which
the studied processes develop, which contributes to their deeper understanding. Or as
the doctoral student shares, ,,I tried to feel the spirit of the era®. It is evident from the
text that Yasen Todorov is well acquainted with the achievements of modern
Bulgarian historiography on the topic, using it successfully to reveal it.

And last but not least, it should be noted that the study includes a comparative
analysis between the coverage of the war in the articles in the newspaper ,,Utro* and
those in the newspapers ,,Dnevnik* and ,,Sofiiska Vecherna Poshta“, which also

belong to the non-partisan daily press.

Evaluation of publications concerning the dissertation

A total of 3 (three) articles have been published on the topic of the dissertation.
The doctoral student has two other publications that are not thematically related to the
topic of the dissertation, but reflect his broader research interests. On the other hand,
none of the articles has been published in established periodicals in the field of
historical science in our country (with scientific peer review and referencing) such as:
Historical Review, History, Epochs, Bulgarian Historical Review, Balkanistic forum.
Nevertheless, their number far exceeds the generally accepted standards for
publication activity of doctoral students and fully covers the minimum national
requirements under Article 2b of the Act on the Development of Academic Staff in

the Republic of Bulgaria.

Conclusion
In conclusion, | believe that the dissertation meets the academic requirements
and standards and possesses the necessary qualities for a successful defense. The

dissertation candidate possesses an independent way of thinking, which is visible and



well-reasoned. This gives me reason to vote ,,FOR* awarding the educational and

scientific degree ,,doctor* to Yasen Todorov Todorov.

Sofia, 21 April 2026 r.
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(Assoc. Prof. Zhivko Lefterov, PhD)



