
REVIEW 

Of Prof. DCs Milko Stoyanov Palangurski on the dissertation of YASEN TODOROV TODOROV, 

doctoral student in the Department of History of Bulgaria, Faculty of History - Sofia 

University "St. Kliment Ohridski", on the topic "The Balkan Wars through the eyes of the 

non-partisan daily press" for the scientific and educational degree "DOCTOR", doctoral 

program "History of Bulgaria" - New Bulgarian History 1878-1944. 

 

Doctoral student Yasen Todorov is a independent doctoral student in the department. 

He has successfully completed his studies and fulfilled all the requirements of his plan. The 

procedure complied with all the conditions of the Act and the requirements of the regulations. 

The 462-page text is divided into five chapters: introduction, conclusion, biographical data and 

used literature. The topic of the dissertation is practically aimed at examining propaganda 

during wartime and has not yet been fully developed in Bulgarian historical literature nor has 

it been an object of special attention in historical research. This determines the need for an 

independent and complete study of the methods and goals of wartime propaganda, therefore 

we can note that the object of study and the goal of the dissertation are clearly outlined. The 

source analysis is correct and is based on publications that are non-partisan and were 

published in the Bulgarian Kingdom during a whole year, covering a clear period - from 

mobilization to peace. The development is outlined entirely on the basis of specific newspaper 

publications and although several reasons are given for choosing this topic, the main one, in 

my opinion, is to understand "the role of the media in the formation of public opinion in that 

period, and in particular the attitude of the future media hegemon newspaper "Utro" towards 

the Balkan Wars and the way in which it covered them". The historiographic analysis has is 

well done.  

The first chapter, "Socio-political situation in the Balkans /late XIX - early XX 

centuries/", provides an analysis of the causes of the wars, a chronology of diplomatic and 

military actions, an analysis of the international treaties that formed the Balkan Union and the 

situation on the peninsula in the last decades of the XIX and first decades of the XX century.  

The second chapter is dedicated to the daily non-partisan press, born in the processes 

of the modernization of Bulgarian society. For the author, there is a change in the traditional 

press - from newspapers of ideas, to newspapers of news and the birth of the mass, boulevard 

information press, to the final formation of a professional circle of journalists. For the author, 

the main non-partisan, purely informative newspapers are "Vecherna posha" /1900 - 1914/, 



"Dnevnik" /1902 - 1944/ and "Utro" /1911 - 1944/, the analysis of which is the basis of the 

dissertation text. The analysis covers the development of the newspaper, its modernization, 

the introduction of ideas and technological innovations, journalistic techniques, the structure, 

composition and design of the newspaper, photography, advertising and supplements, 

following the best European practices. 

The author points out that censorship is constitutionally inadmissible, but shows how 

legislation includes measures that limit freedom of speech and the press in actions that 

threaten the safety and tranquility of the state. A legislation that has even been developed to 

the point of banning newspapers and magazines at the front. In this direction, the sections 

explaining how the inviolability of correspondence upon the introduction of martial law is 

terminated in order to preserve military secrecy and thus impose total information control are 

very interesting. Special attention is also paid to the work of their war correspondents and 

censorship of the press during the wars, moreover, in rivalry with professionals from the most 

important European newspapers and magazines. It should be noted that the comparison of 

domestic and European correspondents shows the high level that Bulgarian journalism has 

reached. Interestingly, over time, the army preferred to limit both Bulgarian and foreign 

presence of correspondents on the front line, as the army leadership feared the dissemination 

of information that could hinder the successful development of operations. 

The purpose of military censorship is "to prevent the public from disclosing data on 

facts, events, or actions of a military nature that would serve the enemy to obtain any useful 

information about our army, its deployment, numbers, armament, etc., which would lead to 

harm to it." This complex task was entrusted to a team of Bulgarian intellectuals, who would 

be the pride of any European cultural institution. The list of censors is remarkable and shows 

that despite the complex task, it contains individuals who have the ability to defend the cause 

of the country. All legal and temporary regulations and rules that the military develops to 

ensure military secrecy and prevent the leakage of information that could harm the Active 

Army have been analyzed. The submission of information and its control are also the subject 

of the study. 

The third, fourth and fifth chapter are the core of the dissertation and show how the 

war was reflected through the pages of nearly 400 issues of the newspaper "Utro". Some 

chapters are dedicated to the first and second war, and another is attempting a comparative 

analysis of the publications with other newspapers. The author shows that in the coverage of 



the two Balkan wars the editorial "policy overlaps, and naturally each newspaper has different 

nuances and its own specifics. This is completely natural, because at that moment the entire 

Bulgarian society was united around the idea of national unification and the achievement of 

the Bulgarian national ideal in one fell swoop". It shows the extent to which the newspapers 

are part of the propaganda state machine, successful on domestic soil, but categorically 

ineffective in the international arena. 

The conclusion summarizes in details the observations and analysis. The abstract 

adequately reflects the content of the work. The doctoral student has the necessary 

publications and the scientific apparatus is formed according to academic rules. The text of 

the dissertation is well-developed in terms of language and style, with good methodological 

preparation, correct attitude towards the source material and the achievements of 

historiography. The source material used is sufficient. New perspectives on the topic have 

their place in the scientific space. 

The work represents a completed study and possesses all the qualities of a dissertation. 

As Yasen Todorov Todorov has fully fulfilled the tasks set I recommend to the scientific jury to 

award the doctoral candidate the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the field of 

higher education: 2. Humanities, professional field: 2.2. History and Archaeology, scientific 

specialty: History of Bulgaria. 
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